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MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  PROVIDENCE, 

'V 


CONCERNING 

JOB  SCOTT. 

OUR  beloved  friend  Job  Scott  was  born  in 
Providence,  the  1 8th  of  Tenth  month,  1751, 
new  ftyle,  in  that  part  of  it  now  North  Providence. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Lydia  Scott,  who 
gave  him  fuch  opportunities  as,  through  his  turn  for 
literary  improvement,  he  acquired  both  a  competent 
lhare  of  common  fchool  learning,  and  made  fome 
progrefs  in  fome  other  branches  of  literature. 

In  his  young  years,  it  appears,  that  by  difregarding 
-  the  reproofs  of  inftru&ion  manifefted  in  his  own 
mind,  he  was  drawn  into  vanity,  diffipation,  and 
folly.  Repeated  and  great  were  his  conflicts  between 
his  depraved  propenfities  and  the  convictions  of  Truth; 
but  the  latter  humbling  and  melting  his  heart  into 
contrition,  he  was  gracioufly  favoured  to  fee  the 
evil  of  his  ways,  and  the  deilrudtion  which  awaited 
him  if  he  did  not  rejedl  the  tempter,  forfake  his 
wicked  companions,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  holy  law  written  in  his  heart ;  until  at 
length  he  fo  learned  obedience  by  the  things  which 
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he  differed,  that  he  gave  up  to  the  operations  of  -th 
Spirit  of  Chrift  upon  him,  in  the  faith  of  its  divine 
reffraining,  preferving,  and  fandlifying  power ;  an 
therein  experienced  the  confolation  of  his  heavenl 
Father’s  love. 

Being  thus  humbled  under  the  various  turning 
of  the  Lord’s  hand  upon  him,  and  clearly  convince 
©f  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the  diftinguifhing  prin 
ciple  of  our  holy  proleffion,  \  iz.  the  Light  of  Chri 
within  man,  as  God’s  gift  for  his  falvation,  he  re 
quefted  the  care,  and  became  a  member,  of  th 
Monthly  meeting  of  Smithfteld,  then  extending,  t 
Providence  ;  and  being  of  ftrong  and  ready  abilitie: 
and  his  mind  improved  and  enlarged  by  the  fandfi 
tying  power  of  truth,  he  was  enabled  and  zealouf 
and  very  ufefully  difpofed,  for  the  promotion  of  t Y 
caufe  of  righteoufnefs  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Having  in  the  fchool  of  Chriff  meafurably  learnt 
the  mvftery  of  the  fall  and  reftoration  of  man,  at 
to  underhand  the  Scriptures  and  pertinently  to  app 
them,  he  was  brought  under  the  preparing 'handy 
the  Lord  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry:  under  whit 
difpenfation  his  foul  was  deeply  baptized  and  broug 
under  great  fympathy  with  feektng  fouls,  who  we 
travailing  in  birth  that  Chrift  might  be.  formed 
them,  to  whom  he  was  at  times  and  feafons  enabf 
powerfully  to  adminifter  encouragement  and  coni 
Ltion.  Thus  for  feveral  years,  as  well  as  by  letfc 
and  epiftles,  for  which  he  was  eminently  gifted  wi 
inftrudhve  and  edifying  talents,  he  laboured  for  t 
promotion  Qf  the  caufe  of  1.  ruth,  no w  become precio 
in  his  fwht;  and  about  the  23d  year  of  his  age 
appeared  in  the  miniftry,  at  a  publick  meeting 
Providence,  expreffive  of  the  defire  of  his  foul,  tl 
<  Sion  might  arife  and  fhake  herfelf  from  the  uuft 
*  the  earth,  and  put  on  her  beautiful  garine.it 
The  gravity  in  which  he  appeared,  the  iympat 
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zhich  was  felt,  and  the  folemnity  of  that  feafon,  are 
efrefhingly  remembered  by  fome  to  tne  prelent 


ay 


At  this  time  he  taught  a  fchool  in  Providence, 
n  which  employ  he  continued  for  feveral  years,  and 
fterwards  in  Sraithfield,  much  to  the  fatisfaction 
>f  his  employers  and  the  children  and  youth  unuei 
lis  care  ;  whofe  confidence  and  affections  he  veiy 
generally  gained  and  preferved,  to  fome  of  whom 
lis  memory  is  yet  precious.  In  his  attendance  of  all 
aur  religious  meetings,  and  in  the  various  duties  ot 
private  life,  as  well  as  in  the  relations  ot  foil,  huiband, 
parent,  and  neighbour,  he  was  truly  exemplary.  His 
appearance  in  the  miniftry  was  not  very  frequent 
when  at  home,  and  he  was  frequently  led  into  an 
example  of  filence  when  abroad  ;  circumfpeft  not  to 
minifter  without  frefh  anointing,  and  careful  in  at¬ 
tending  clofely  to  the  turnings  of  the  key  of  David, 
well  knowing"  when  that  fhuts  none  can  open  :  and 
therefore,  when  he  perceived  his  fubject  to  clole  and 
the  life  withdraw,  however  clear  his  opening  and 
free  the  fpring  of  life  had  been  at  his  beginning,  he 
would  fuddenly  fit  down,  however  in  the  crofs  :  for 
he  had  a  teftimony  to  bear  againft  all  fuperficial  and 
lifelefs  miniftry,  and  very  exemplarily  avoided  it. 

His  firft  vifit  abroad  was  to  the  northerly  parts 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting  ofNew-York,  which  proved 
a  feafon  of  clofe  probation  and  conflict  of  mind;  yet 
endeavouring  to  attend  to  the  pointings  of  duty  from 
place  to  place,  he  was,  as  appears  by  his  certificates, 
favoured  to  return  with  the  approbation  of  thofe  he 
vifited;  and  by  a  profpeCt  which  it  appears  he  had 
as  he  was  returning  home,  not  wholly  unlike  the 
apoftle  Paul’s,  2  Cor.  xii.  he  was  ftrengthened  to 
perfeverance  in  a  dedication  of  heart  to  the  Lord  . 
for,  in  this  luminous  and  extatic  profpe£f,  it  appealed 
to  him,  that  all  his  corruptions  and  fpots  were  made 
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clean  before  the  Lamb,  and  he  made  to  partake  of 
tne  comolations  and  joys  of  the  heavenly  holt ;  yet 
O/ve  the  apoille,  he  had  (bon  to  experience  a  thorn  in 
tii~  Hein,  led  he  fhould  be  exalted  above  meafure, 
and  even  the  meiTenger  of  Satan  was  permitted  to 
buffet^  him ;  but  he  belought  the  Lord  for  his  pre¬ 
servation,  and  received  the  confoling  anfwer  of  c  My 
*  grace  is  Sufficient  tor  thee  ;  for  my  ftrength  is 

made  perfect  in  weaknefs.5  Thus  bufFeted,  tried, 
and  tempted,  he  had  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  tiie  great 
apoflle,  and  his  dear  Lord  and  Mafler,  and  thereby 
became  more  perfected  through  Sufferings. 

He  afterwards  vifited  New-York,  New-Jer fey, 
and  Pennsylvania  twice,  and  once  the  Southern  States 
as  far  as  G  eorgia  ;  returning  certificates  of  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  thole  he  vifited,  among  whom  we  have 
good  reafon  to  believe  he  has  left  many  feals  of  his 
gofpel  mini  (fry,  and  impreffions  of  near  and  dear 
unity  and  fellowship  with  him  as  a  brother  beloved, 
as  well  in  thefe  as  in  other  parts  of  our  own  Yearly 
meeting.  He  alfo  vifited  foine  part  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  and  had  meetings  among  thofe  not  of 
our  fociety.  Soon  after  which  a  profpeCI,  that  for 
fome  years  before  had  opened  to  his  view,  of  vifiting 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  had  fo  ripened  on  his 
mind,  as  to  induce  him  to  open  the  fame  to  his 
friends  for  their  concurrence  and  certificate.  In  the 
Ninth  month,  1792,  he  received  one  from  this 
Monthly  meeting,  and  alfo  one  in  the  Tenth  month 
from  our  Quarterly  meeting  for  Rhode-Ifland.  On 
the  26th  of  the  Eleventh  month  he  took  a  Solemn  leave 
of  his  family  and  friends  at  home,  and  failed  from 
Bofton  the  5th  of  the  'Twelfth  month,  for  Dunkirk 
in  France.  On  the  palFage  the  fhip  Sprung  a  leak, 
and  had  a  Severe  gale  of  wind  ;  but  it  appears  this 
our  friend  was  preferved  c  refigned  and  flayed  through 
c  all/  while  the  mariners  on  board  were  tolled  with 
amazement  and  terror  3  corresponding  with  a  pro- 
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fpe£l  which  he  received,  and  recorded  in  his- journal 
left  at  home,  about  twelve  months  before  He  .failed  : 
on  a  view  of  which,  a  finking  evidence  is  thereby 
raifed,  that  prophecy,  or  communication  to  the  mind 
of  future  events,  has  not  ceafed  ;  but-  that  *the  Lord 
frill  continues  gracioufly  to  open  his  vifions  of  light 
to  his  devoted  fervants  by  way  of  pointing  to  duty, 
forewarning  of  events,  and  guiding  the  mind  through 
them,  in  confirmation  of  divine  fuperintendance,^nd 
their  faith  in  his  gracious  appearance. 

He  arrived  at  Dunkirk  the  5th  of  the  Firfl  month, 
and  after  tarrying  there  about  ten  days,  much  to 
his  own  and"  friends  fatisfadtion,  he  proceeded  to 
England,  taking  fome  meetings  in  Kent,  went  to 
London,  attended  the  different  meetings  in  that  city, 
then  into  : Wales,  and  attended  the  feveral  Monthly 
and  Quarterly  meetings  and  the  Yearly  meeting  at 
Carmarthen,  thence  to  Briflol,  and,  returning  to 
London,  attended  the  Yearly  meeting  there,  who, 
in  their  epiflle  to  ours,  fpeak  of  him  in  a  very  fatis- 
factory  manner.  He  then  went  to  Liverpool,  taking 
meetings  in  his  way  ;  and  fo  paffed  over  to  Ireland, 
and  vifited  all  the  meetings  of  Friends  and  fome  of 
other  focieties  there ;  attended  the  national  Half- 
Year’s  meeting  in  Dublin  ;  and,  while  vifiting  a  few 
meetings  a  fecond  time,  he  was  taken  ill  of  the  fmall- 
pox,  at  the  houfe  of  our  friend  Elizabeth  Shackleton, 
in  Ballitore;  from  whence  he  didlated  a  letter  on  the 
14th  of  the  Eleventh  month,  to  his  relations  and 
friends ;  out  of  which,  and  an  account  taken  by  the 
friends  who  attended  him,  we  extiadf  the  following: 
he  fays,  4  I  am  now  twenty-eight  Irifh  miles  from 
4  Dublin,  entered  five  days  iilto  the  fmall-pox.  I 
4  fed  eafiefi:  to  add  refs  you,  principally  that  you  may 
4  know  my  mind  enjoys  that  which  removes  beyond 
4  all  forrow.5  Of  his  children,  he  (ays,  4 1  vvifn  them 
4  to  get  a  little  more  learning  than  Ionic  of  them  are 
4  at  p  relent  in  the  way  of;  and  although  I  do  not 
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4  wifh  much  of  the  world’s  polifh,  yet  it  is,  at  this 
‘  awful  moment,  my  defire  that  they  may  not  be 
c  brought  up  with  much  rufticity  ;  for  this  I  believe 
c  has  not  very  often  contributed  either  to  civil  or 
c  religious  ufefuinefs.  My  defire  for  my  childrens 
c  fubftantial  growth  in  the  Truth,  and  ftridl  adher- 
4  ence  to  all  its  difcoveries  to  the  clofe  of  their  days, 
c  is  by  far  my  principal  wifh  for  them.  Out  of  the 
c  enjoyment  of  a  good  degree  of  this  precious  inheri- 
4  tance,  I  know  of  nothing  in  this  world  worth  living 
4  for.  Ye  that  know  it,  fuffer  nothing,  I  moft  cor- 
4  diaily  befeech  you,  ever  to  divert  your  minds  from 
4  an  increafing  and  fervent  purfuit  after  the  fulnefs 
4  of  it;  even  unto  the  meafure  and  feature  of  the 
4  fulnefs  of  Chrift.’  At  another  time,  he  faid,  4  My 
4  fpirits  are  under  little  or  no  depreffion  :  perhaps  I 
4  never  faw  a  time  before,  when  all  things  not  crimi- 
4  nal  were  fo  nearly  alike  to  me,  in  point  of  any 
4  difturbance  to  the  mind.  When  I  verge  a  little 
4  towards  ileep,  I  am  all  afloat,  from  the  flate  of  my 
4  nerves,  and  forced  immediately  from  beginning 
4  repofe ;  but  through  all,  the  loul  feems  deeply 
4  anchored  in  God :  ’  adding,  4  My  heart  feems 
4  melted  within  me,  in  retrofpedlive  view  :  all  the 
4  former  confiidts,  however  grievous  in  their  time, 
4  are  lighter  now  than  vanity,  except  as  they  are 
4  clearly  feen  to  have  contributed  largely  to  the  fandti- 
4  hcation  of  the  foul  ;  as  they  are  remembered  with 
4  awfulnefs  and  gratitude  before  Him  who  has  not 
4  been  wanting  to  preferve  through  them  all ;  and  as 
4  they  feem  likely  to  introduce,  before  long,  an  ex- 
4  ceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.’  At  another 
time  he  faid,  (  It  is  the  Lord  that  enables  to  coincide 
4  with  his  will,  and  fay  Amen  to  all  the  trials  and 
4  conflicts  he  permits  to  attend  us.  My  mind  is 
4  centered  in  that  which  brings  into  perfect  acqui- 
4  efcence.  There  is  nothing  in  this  world  worth 
4  being  enjoyed  out  of  the  divine  will.’ 
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He  gave  dire&ions,  that,  if  he  fliould  go  hence, 
every  thino-  about  his  interment  (hould  be  plain  and 
fimple  ;  expreiTed  his  entire  refignation  to  divine  difpo- 
fal  ;  and  that  he  found  nothing  to  (land  between  him 
and  the  Fountain  of  everlafting  love.  At  another  time 
faid,  c  I  have  no  fear,  for  perfect  love  cafteth  out 
4  all  fear,  and  he  that  feareth  is  not  perfe&esl  in  love. 
His  ftomach  refufing  all  nourifhment,  and  a  hiccough 
coming  on,  he  faid,  <  Do  not  force  nature,  let  me 
4  pafs  quietly  away  to  the  eternal  inheritance.  Soon 
after  faid,  c  I  am  waiting  patiently  to  fee  the  falva- 
4  tion  of  God  :  do  you  wait  patiently  with  me.  I 
c  have  no  defire,  nor  the  fhadow  of  a  delire,  to  be 
4  reftored  :  I  hope  the  dodfors  will  loon  find  that 
c  they  have  done  their  part.’  To  one  he  faid, 

<  Thy  beino-  here  has  been  an  inexpreftible  fatis- 
c  faction  to  me.’  Afterwards  faid,  c  I  have  known 
c  fomething  of  that  law  of  love  whereby  all  boaihng 
4  is  entirely  excluded;  but  I  may  fay,  through  that 
4  which  has  fupported  me  under  all  tne  trials  and 
4  confli&s  which  have  attended  my  paflage  through 
4  life,  to  you  my  beloved  friends,  as  to  dear  children, 

4  Follow  me  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  follow  Chrift 
4  jefus,  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  and  the  Rock  of  my 
4  eternal  falvation.’  We  omit  many  other  weighty 
and  initru&ive  exprefnons  of  our  beloved  friend, 
which  he  uttered  during  his  illnefs  and  till  near  his 
clofe,  left  this  teftimony  fliould  extend  beyond  its 
proper  limits.  He  quietly  departed  this  life  the  22d 
of  the  Eleventh  month,  1793,  at  the  houfe  of  our 
aforefaid  friend  Elizabeth  Shackleton,  in  Ballitore,  m 
Ireland;  and  we  doubt  not  finifhed  his  courfe  with 
joy.  and  is  entered  into  the  place  of  his  reft,  where 
the  righteous  jhine  forth  as  the  fun ?  in  toe  kingdom  of 

their  Father . 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  faid  Monthly  meeting, 

John  Holden,  1  Clerks> 
Lydia  Arnold,  j 
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A  Testimony  from  the  National  Half-Year' s  Meeting 
of  Friends  in  Ireland ,  concerning  Job  Scott,  late 
of  Providence ,  in  the  State  of  Rhode- JJland^  in 
America . 

•  *  -  '  V  *'  ■  i  ,  V  '  *  *  »  *_  •  * 

I  ^  t  > 

1'  having  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  call  from  works 
to  rewards,  this  our  beloved  friend,  we  feel  our 
minds  engaged  to  give  forth  a  teftimony  concerning 
him. 

From  genuine  marks  evinced  in  the  courfe  of  his 
religious  fervices,  we  believe  him  to  have  been  an 
inflrument  fitted  and  prepared  by.  the  great  Mailer, 
through  deep  and  repeated  baptifm,  for  ufe  and  fervice 
in  his  church  militant ;  called  and  fent  forth  by  the 
immediate  influences  of  his  Spirit  to  publifh  the 
gofpel  ;  and  being  preferved  in  an  eminent  degree, 
carefully  attentive  to  the  leadings  thereof,  the  word 
of  the  Lord  through  him  was  often  c  as  a  fire  and  as 
4  a  hammer  to  break  the  rock  in  pieces.7  Many 
were  the  bitter  cups  allotted  him,  in  the  difpenfations 
of  unerring  wifdom,  which  thou  eh  hard  to  flefh  and 
blood,  yet  he  appeared  not  to  fhrink  therefrom  ;  but 
in  refignation  to  the  Divine  will,  and  a  llirrender  of 
his, own,  he  was  concerned  to  follow  the  Captain  of 
his  falvation,  who  was  made  perfedt  through  differing  : 
and  thus,  by  abiding  under  the  power  of  the  crofs, 
he  might  well  have  adopted  the  language  of  the 
apoftle,  4  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am,  and 
4  his  tjrace  which  was  bellowed  on  me  was  not  in 
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4  vain  ;  but  I  laboured  abundantly,  yet  not  1,  but 
4  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me,’ 

He 
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He  was  a  diligent  waiter  to  experience  renewed 
ualification  for  fervice,  before  he  attempted  to  move 
ither  in  the  miniftry  or  in  the  tranladfions  of  the 
ifcipline;  as  well  knowing  that  without  a  trefh 
pointing,  any  endeavours  to  act  muff  prove  inef- 
sftual,  and  tend  to  center  in  lifelefs  formality  : 
gainft  which  he  was  zealoufly  concerned  to  bear 
eftimony. 

His  converfation  was  coupled  with  fear,  as  well  as 
eafoned  with  grace;  and,  being  deep  in  heavenly 
nyfteries,  he  was  cautious  of  fquandering  the  fame  ; 
^et,  when  at  liberty  for  converlation,  his  communi- 
:ations  wrere  agreeable,  and  remarkably  inftru&ive. 

He  vifited  the  meetings  of  Friends  in  this  nation  ; 
tlfo  had  much  religious  fervice  among  thofe  not  in 
)rofei!ion  with  us  ;  and  was  a  fharp  threfhing  inftru- 
nent  in  the  Lord’s  hand,  again  ft  all  who  preached 
:or  hire  and  divined  for  money  ;  being  earneftly  con- 
:erned  to  call  the  people  off  from  dead  works,  that 
Fey  might  be  brought  to  experience  the  efficacy  of 
;rue  religion  in  the  newnefs  of  life. 

In  his  laft  illnefs,  at  the  houfe  of  our  friend  Eliza¬ 
beth  Shackleton,  of  Ballitore,  he  was  much  refigned, 
although  the  diforder,  which  proved  the  final  1  -  pox., 
lay  heavy  on  him.  He  fpoke  of  the  things  of  God, 
and  thofe  that  appertain  to  his  kingdom,  yet  was  very 
modeft  and  diffident  of  his  labours  to  promote  them 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  ;  but  gave  evident  marks 
of  his  peace  of  mind,  and  affurance  that  he  had  no 
doubt  of  a  manfion  of  reft  prepared  for  him,  where 
the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the  weary 
be  at  reft  ;  experiencing  great  ferenity  and  conipofure, 
even  as  a  morning  without  clouds. 

He  departed  this  life  the  22d  of  Eleventh  month, 
1793,  aged  upwards  of  42  years,  and  has  left  an 

example 
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example  which  fpeaks  loudly  to  us  his  furvivors, 
c  Follow  me,  as  I  have  followed  Chrid.’ 


Signed,  hv  order,  and  on  behalf  of  our  Half-Year’s 
meeting  for  the  nation  of  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin, 
the  id  of  Fifth  month,  1794,  by 

v»  '-Jf  l~’  !■  ■ 

James  Fisher,  Clerk  to  the  mens  meeting. 
Anna  Shannon,  Clerk  to  the  womens  meeting, 

'  1 
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of  Truth  on  his  Mind. —On  Children  in  ge¬ 
neral*— A  Series  of  Vifitations  of  Dwine^Love* 
—His  frequent  Tranfgreffion — Trials  about 
Water-Baptifm ,  PredeJlination?  &c,*  ^  0/^- 

ORASMUCH  as  k  hath  pleafed  diving 


wifdom  to  load  and  conduft  my  foui 


through  many,  various,  and  affii&ive  difpen- 
fations,  as  well  as  through  feme  very  com¬ 
fortable  enjoyments  ;  giving  me  to  partake 
largely  of  affli&ions,  bearing  up  my  mind 
through  them,  bringing  .me  forth  again  and, 


B 


again 
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agam  rejoicing,  after  femes  of  deep  diftr efs 
and  wonderfully  preferving  me  through  fome 
very  deep,  and  perhaps  fomewhat  uimfual,  pro¬ 
bations,  m  my  travel  towards  the  land  of  reft; 
l  feel,  and  have  often  felt,  an  engagement  of 
mind  to  leave  behind  me  fome  memorandums, 
in  commemoration  of  his  gracious  dealings 
with  me  irom  my  youth. 

I  was  born,  according  to  the  beft  account 
I  could  obtain,  and  according  to  the  prefent 
or  new  ftyle,  on  the  1 8th  day^oftKe  Tenth 
month,  1 75^5  the  townfhip  of  Providence, 
now  (North  Providence),  in  the  Colony  (now 
State)  of  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plan¬ 
tations,  in  New  England.  My  parents  names 
were  John  and  Lydia  Scott ;  w7ho  were  ac¬ 
counted  honeft  people,  though  my  father  made 
but  little  profeflion  of  religion.  My  mother 
was  more  zealous,  and  attended  Friends  meet¬ 
ings  when  fhe  conveniently  could,  taking  me 
divers  times  with  her,  and  I  think  a  few  times 
another  or  two  of  the  children,  though  we 
were  all  but  young;  for  I  being  the  elcleft 
was  but  ten  years  old  when  fhe  died.  I  can 
well  remember  the  ferious  impreffions  and 
contemplations  which,  at  that  early  period  of 
life,  and  for  fome  years  before  my  mother’s 
deceafe,  attended  my  mind  as  I  fat  in  meeting 
with  her,  and  on  the  way  home.  I  even  had 
longing  defires  to  become  truly  religious,  and 
to  ferve  and  fear  God,  as  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob  did,  and  others  that  I  read  or  heard 
fcf*  My  mother  endeavoured  much  to  reftrain 

us 
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us  from  being  in  the  company  of  rude  and 
vicious  children,  and  would  fotnetimes  call  us 
together,  and  labour  to  have  us  fit  in  filence 
with  her  :  which  we  did,  and  though  I  then 
underflood  but  little  of  the  intent  of  it,  it 
has  fince  afforded  me  a  degree  of  folid  fatis- 
faftion  ;  in  believing  the  Lord  had  given  her 
to  know  and  partake  of  the  fublime  enjoy¬ 
ments  and  fubftamial  benefits  of  true,  inward, 
Chriftian  filence,  and  waiting  upon  God  ;  and 
that  (lie  was  defirous  we  her  children  mighty 

in  our  tender  years,  be  made  acquainted  with 

at  leafl  fome  fecret  touches  of  that  divine 

favour  which  I  doubt  not  file  felt' and  ex¬ 
perienced  in  fuch  feafons  of  retirement :  and 
though,  as  I  obferved,  I  underflood  but  little 
about  it  then ;  yet  I  have  fince  had  reaforh 
to  believe  it  was  a  real  advantage  to  me  ;  and 
that  it  has  often  been  remembered  fince  to 

my  benefit.  ; 

•  *  $ 

•  *  ,  J  >  *  y/f  *  i 

I  am  fully  perfuaded  of  the  great  advantage* 
and  fpiritual  ufefulnefs  to  children  and  others,- 
refulting  from  frequent  fllent  waiting  on  the 
Lord.  I  have  feen  lively  and  convincing  evi¬ 
dence  of  it,  even  in  children  very  young  in 
years ;  and  fully  believe  the  impreifions  of 
divine  goodnefs  have  been  fuch  to  their  miiid§» 
at  fome  fuch  feafons,  even  when  there  has  not 
been  a  word  uttered  vocally,  as  have  1  ailing ly 
remained,  and  powerfully  tended  to  beget  the 
true  fear  and  love  of  God  in  their  young  and 
tender  hearts.  And  O !  that  parents  were 
more  generally  concerned  to  do -  ail  they  could 

b  2  towards 
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towards  leading  their  tender  offspring  into  an 
‘••V'Jy  acquaintance  with,  and  relifh  of  divine 
unngs :  belt  learned,  and  moll  livingly,  and 
experimentally  fealed  upon  the  foul,  in  a  ftate 
of  filent  introverfion,  and  feeling  after  God. 

I  was  told  by  fome  of  my  kindred  who  were 
[  relent  at  my  mother's  death  (for  it  being 
mght  I  was  not  prefen t  myfelf),  that  her  de¬ 
parture  was  joyful  and  glorious;  and  that  very, 
near  her  laft  breath  was  fpent  in  fervent  fuppli- 
cation  to  the  Lord  her  God. 

And  now,  not  at  all  doubting  but  her  im¬ 
mortal  fpirit  is  at  reft  in  Jefus,  I  leave  her, 
and  proceed  to  a  further  relation  of  the  exer- 
cife  of  my  own  mind  ;  having  this  teftimony  to 
bear,  that  alrnoft  as  early  as  I  can  remember 
ally  thing,  I  can  well  remember  the  Lord’s 
fecret  workings  in  my  heart,  by  his  grace  or 
Holy  Spirit ;  very  fenfibly  bringing  me  under 
condemnation  for  my  evil  thoughts  and  actions; 
as  rudenefs  and  bad  words  (though  not  fre¬ 
quent  jn  the  ufe  of  them) ;  difobedicnce  to 
parents  ;  inwardly  wi filing,  in  moments  of 
anger,  fome  evil  to  fuch  as  ofFended  me ;  and 
fuch  like  childifii  and  corrupt  difpofitions  and 
praftices,  which,  over  and  beyond  all  outward 
inftruftion,  I  was  made  fenfible  were  evil,  and 
fprang  from  a  real  root  of  evil  in  me.  And 
I  am  in  a  full  belief,  that  in  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  children,  at  an  early  age,  have  good 
and  evil  let  before  them,  in  the  fhinings  of 
the  light  of  Cliriil*  in  (their  hearts,  with  clear¬ 
ness 
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nefs  and  evidence  fufficient  to  afcertain  to 
them  their  duty,  if  they  honedly  attend  to  it. 
And  though  I  am  deeply  fenfible  of  the  necef- 
fity  and  utility  of  much  careful  guardianlhip, 
cultivation,  and  inftru&ion  ;  in  order  to  guard 
children  againft  the  corrupting  influence  of 
example,  invitation,  and  perverfe  inclination, 
which'  abundantly  and  prevalently  furround 
them  ;  yet  I  fear  a  great  part  of  the  tuition, 
which  too  many  children  receive,  tends  rather 
to  blunt  the  true  fenfe  and  evidence  of  divine 
truths  upon  the  mind,  and  to  fubituute  notions 
and  fyftems  inftead  thereof,  than  to  ciicoti  T 
an  honefi:  attention  to  the  teachings  which  lead 
into  all  truth.  I  am  fatisfied,  if  the  teachings 
of  men  were  never  to  thwart  the  teachings  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  many  things  would  fix  on  the 
minds  of  children  to  be  evils,  which  they  are 
now  indrufted  and  perfuaded  are  innocent  and 
commendable.  Indeed  it  is  mournful  to  obferve 
how  many  of  them  are  boldered  up  in  pride, 
vanity,  and  revenge ;  taught  to  plume  them- 
felves  upon  their  fuppofed  fuperiority  of  parts 
and  attainments ;  nurfed  up  in  the  ideas  of 
grandeur  and  worldly  honour ;  yea,  infpired 
with  exalted  notions  of  the  merit  of  valonr, 
heroifm,  and  human  daughter.  Thus  the  very 
image  of  God,  which  more  or  lefs  dunes  in 
the  countenance,  and  in  the  tender  fenfibilities 
'  and  compaffipnate  commiferating  feelings  of 
an  innocent  child,  is  defaced  or  obfcured. 

i.  - 

■  Obferve  an  innocent  child  attentively,  and 
though  anger,  paffion,  and  revenge,  ate  very 

B  3  obvious 
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Obvious  features  of  the  firft  nature,  and  {hew 
plainly  that  there  is  much  to  be  fubdued  in 
icm  ;  yet  it  will  be  found,  they  feel  nearly 
and  tenderly  for  the  dill  refs  of  others;  their 
ittle  bofoms  beat  with  compaffion  ;  and  if 
they  fee  cruelty  exercifed  by  one  upon  ano¬ 
ther,  they  will  often,  in  the  bed  manner  they 
can  manifdl  their  abhorrence  of  the  cruelty 
and  dill  ike  of  the  cruel.  There  is  in  them 
that  which,  as  attended  to,  will  reftrain  the 
violence  of  nature,  and,  by  degrees,  bind  the 
ltiong  man,  and  call  him  out,  fpoiling  all  his 

|°r°  s*  ^  *s  110  fubflautial  obje&Ion  to  the 
discernment  given  to  children,  by  the  holy 
iignt  which  fliines  in  all,  either  that  they  evi. 
dentiy  know  but  very  little ;  for  they  have  to 
aft  in  but  few  and  very  fmall  matters,  and 
their  discernment  is  proportionate ;  ■  or  that 
the  feeds  of  evil,  and  propenlities  to  evil 

•actions,  are  !ome  of  the  firft  things  evident  in 
them. 


I  am  not  infenfibte  of  the  volumes  of  con- 
troverfv  about  neceflity  and  free-will  fate  and 
choice  ;  but  I  have  no  mind  now  to  meddle 
with  any  of  the  common  arguments  pro  or  con 
refpedhng  them.  Men  muffle  and  blind  their 
own  underftandings,  by  running  into  abftrufe 
and  ntetaphyfical  inquiries,  wherein  they  are 
fcarce  ever  the  better  fatisfied  for  their  nicefl 
inveftigations  or  keeneft  difcuffions.  God  has 
made  mankind  univerfally  fenfible  (in  degrees 
iufficient  lor  their  various  circumftances  and 

.liiounents  in  life)  o,f  their  duty,  and  enabled 

them 
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them  to  perform  it,  fo  far  as  they  Improve  the 
means  afforded  them. 

Adam,  was  as  certainly  (fo  it  hands  in  my 
tnindj  made  able  to  obey  or  conform  to  the 
divine  will,  fo  far  as  revealed  to  him,  as  God 
is  perfect  goodnefs  ;  and  fo  I  am  perfuaded 
are  all  his  offspring.  I  have  no  more  belief 
that  God's  revealed  will  required  any  thing  of 
our  firft  parents,  beyond  ability  to  perform, 
than  I  have  that  God  is  cruel  or  perverfe  ; 
and  as  little  do  I  believe  that  any  infant  on 
earth  comes  into  the  world  under  a  moral  im- 
poflibility  of  conformity  to  the  divine  will,  fo 
far  as,  by  any  means  whatever,  made  manifeft, 
which  I  call  revealed.  Man  is  here  upon 
practical  principles  ;  nothing  is  or  can  be  a 
law  to  him,  further  than  it  is  fome  way  or 
other  difcovered  ;  and  that  which  ultimately 
affures  and  feais  it  to  him  as  God's  law,  what¬ 
ever  outward  manifeftation  may  be  made,  is 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  bears  witnefs  with  his 
fpirit,  fettling  and  fatisfying  his  mind  fufficientiy 
what  is  good  and  what  is  evil.  And  I  firmly 
believe,  if  children  would  be  as  flri&ly  and 
(leadily  conformable  as  they  might  be  to  the 
divine  will,  fo  far  as  from  time  to  time  it  is 
gradually  opened  and  made  known  (and  there 
is  always  power  with  the  opening),  they  would 
foon  acquire  a  good  degree  of  dominion,  in 
the  ftrength  of  divine  life,  over  the  ftrength 
of  evil  inclinations  in  them. 


Our  (late  in  this  life  is  a  (late  of  probation. 

b  4  Such 
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was  the  hate  of  man  originally,  and  inch 
it  is  now.  And  in  order  that  man  at  firft,  or 
c\\r  after,  might  he  able  to  conquer,  or  be 
jinny  punifhable  for  defertion  or  defeat,  he 
was,  is,  and  mull  be,  armed  with  armour  in¬ 
vincible,  again  ft  all  the  powers  that  were  or 
are  buffered  to  affail  him.  This  is  juft  our 
ground,  our  ftate  and  fituation  i  fubject  to 
vanity,  or  to  many  and  various  temptations; 
yet,  being  inwardly  armed  with  the  Spirit  of 
Omnipotence,  io  far  as  we  ftand  faithful,  and 
fight  valiantly  in  the  ftrength  afforded  us,  we 
are  lure  of  victory.  Our  ftrength  or  help  is 
only  in  God ;  but  then  it  is  near  us,  it  is 
in  us — a  force  fuperior  to  all  poffible  oppofition 
a  force  that  never  was,  nor  can  be,  foiled. 
"We  are  free  to  ftand  in  this  unconquerable 
ability,  and  defeat  the  powers  of  darknefs  ;  or 
to  turn  from  it,  and  be  foiled  and  overcome. 
When  we  ftand,  we  know  it  is  God  alone 
upholds  us  ;  and  when  we  fall,  we  fed  that 
our  fall  or  deftru&ion  is  of  onrfelves.  - 

Many  there  are  who  put  light  for  darknefs, 
and  darknefs  for  light ;  bitter  for  fweet,  and 
fweet  for  bitter.  They  cal!  the  divine  light, 
which  lighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
*  the  world/  #  a  natural  light,  an  ignis  fatuus, 
or  by  fome  other  ignominious  epithet ;  though 
the  Scripture  declares  it  the  very  life  of  die 
holy  Word)  that  was  in  the  beginning  'with  God , 
and  truly  was  God \  There  are  many  of  them, 
who,  under  a  notion  of  advocating  the  true 

*  John  i,  9. 
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caufe  and  do&rine  of  Chrift,  ftrike  violently 
againft  the  very  life  of  it ;  and  will  not  allow 
that  the  ‘  manifellation  of  the  Spirit  is  given 
‘  to  every  man  to  profit  withal,’  *  though  the 
Scriptures  exprefsly  affert  it,  and  experience 
confirms  it  to  thofe  who  rightly  profit  by  the 
meafure  received.  Many  who  have,  from  tra¬ 
dition  and  education,  for  a  feafon,  believed  the 
Holy  Spirit,  gracioufly  vouchfafed  them,  was 
fome  very  inferior  thing  to  the  true  Spirit  of 
the  everlading  and  mod  holy  God,  have  at 
length,,  by  yielding  to  its  di&ates,  and  taking 
it  for  their  leader,  grown  wifer  than  their 
teachers,  and  been  indubitably  mftru&ed  and 
allured  that  it  was  indeed  the  Eternal  Spirit , 
that,  from  their  infantile  days,  drove  with 
them,  for  their  reconciliation  with  God,  the 
eternal  fource  of  it ;  as  it  did  with  the  old 
world,  for  their  recovery  from  their  corrupted., 
alienated  date* 

We  find  that  when  the  earth  was  corrupt 
before  God,  and  filled  with  violence;  when 

*  God  looked  upon  the  earth,  and,  behold,  it 
c  was  corrupt,  for  all  flefh  had  corrupted  his 
c  way  upon  the  earth,’  Gen.  vr.  n,  12;  when 
6  God  law  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was. 
6  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagina- 
c  tion  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only 
c  evil  continually/  ver.  5  ;  when  c  it  repented 
‘  the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man  on  the  earth, 

*  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart,’  verfe  6 ; 
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at  that  moft  totally  abandoned  and  deprav  d 
period  and  ftate  of  mankind,  when  God  was; 
jult  about  extirpating  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  the  whole  wretched  race  of  men,  a  few 
individuals  excepted  ;  at  inch  a  feafon  as  this, 
the  Lord  faid,  My  Spirit  fhall  not  always- 
ftnve  with  man/  ver.  3.  Surely  if  his  Spirit 
had  Jcriven  with  them  until  that  time,  until 
they  were  fo  defperately  wicked,  and  wholly 
corrupted,  that  not  only  fome  but  every 
imagination  of  their  hearts  was  evil,  yea,  only 
evil,  and  that  continually ;  we  may  well  believe 
tee  exprefs  Scripture  aifertion,  that  a  c  mani- 
-efration  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man 
c  to  profit  withal.5 


If  God’s  love  is  fuch  to  men,  that  he  fol¬ 
lows  them  by  the  drivings  of  his  own  Spirit, 
and  fpares  them  until,  by  difobedience,  they  be¬ 
come  abandoned  and  corrupted  ;  what  greater 
evidence  can  we  defire  of  the  umverfality  of 
!ove?  long-fufFering  of  his  patience," 
anti  impartial  vouchfafement  of  his  Idolv  Spirit, 
not  to  a  few  to  the  exclufion  of  the  reft,  but 
to  all  mankind  the  world  over  ?  And  what 
confirms  it  to  be  fo  more  than  reafoning,  is, 
tne  abfolute  truth  of  the  fa  ft  in  the  individual 
experience  of  all.  It  is  true  many  deny  it. 
The  Jews  alfo  denied  Chrifl  to  be  the -Son  of 
God.  They  did  not  know  who,  and  what  he' 
wras ;  and  their  infufting  query,  4  Whom 
*  maker-,  thou  thy  felt  ?5  *  was  juft  as  natural 


*  John  viii,  53. 
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to  proceed  from  them  in  their  dark  and  carnal 
hate,  as  is  the  confidence  wherewith  thou- 
fands,  high  in  profefllon  of  godlinefs,  now 
utterly  difallow  the  Holy  Spirit  that  is  given 
to  all,  to  be  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  this  eon- 
folation  have  all  Wifdom’s  children,  that  ‘  Wif- 

dom*  is  juftified  of  them  all and  that  the 
unbelief  of  others  can  never  make  void  their 
faith :  they  are  taught  of  God,  and  great  is 
their  peace. 

In  regard  to  my  own  early  acquaintance 
with  the  H-oly  Spirit’s  operation,  though  I 
then  knew  not  what  it  was,  I  have  now  no 
more  doubt  about  it  than  I  have  about  the 
exigence  and  omniprefence  of  God.  It  is 
fealed  upon  my  heart  with  as  much  clearnefs 
and  certainty,  that  it  is  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God,  and  that  it  vifits,  woos,  invites,  and 
flrives  with  all,  at  leaf!  for  a  feafon,  as  it  is, 
that  God  is  no  refpe&er  of  perfons.  And 
I  as  fully  believe  no  man  can  have  any  clear 
knowledge  of  God,  or  of  his  own  religious 
duty,  without  the  Holy  Spirit’s  influence,  as 
I  believe  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  foolilh- 
nefs  with  God,  and  that  the  world  by  wifdom 
knows  him  not.  Yea,  fo  quick  and  powerful, 
fo  difcerning  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart,  and  fo  juft  and  diftinguifhing  in  ap¬ 
proving  and  condemning  them,  according  as 
they  are  good  or  bad,  is  this  Spirit,  word,  and 
witnefs  in  man  :  that  not  only  without  the  aid 

*  Luke  vii.  35. 
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i  h!UI"aJ1  inju>i<5lion  or  information  ;  bm  in 
direcl;  dijent  from,  and  difapprobation  of  the 

perfuafons  of’ FdCng  invitati°ns  and 
Sder  than  r  7};,pia>'  ™aces’  and  thofe  much 

peatedly  declared  to  me,  that  fuch  and  fuch 
thmgs  were  innocent  and  not  at  all  wicked 
and  that  nobody  thought  them  fo  but  myfelf  ’ 
the  telbmony  of  truth  would  and  did'arife 
and  live  m  my  heart  when  very  young,  through 
tae  flmimg  of  d.vme  light,  or  influence  of  the 
Ho  y  Spirit ;  that  thofe  things  were  evil,  were 
wicked :  and  I  thought,  notwithftanding  all 
young  perlons  could  fay  to  the  contrary, 

^  r  i  gi°0d  PeoP!e  would  think  as  I  did— 
and  I  believe  they  would  be  generally  fo  ac- 

counted,  if  all  men  kept  ftriflly  to  the  Holy 
s  Cachings.  But  violence  being  done 
to  c.ear  convifbon  in  the  mind,  death  takes 
jnace,  as  on  Adam  in  the  day  he  ate  forbidden 

Arf  ,rnth,S  0fr  death’  ^uth  is 
not  10  eamy  diflinguilhed  from  error ,  or  o-ood 

lrom  evil,  as  before  tranfgreffion.  Evil  habits 
gain  rtiength;  darknefs  covers  the  mind- 
temptation  is  renewed;  and  though  the  Spirit 
again  in  fomc  degree  premonilheth  and  bids 
beware,  the  mind,  habituated  to  the  Hilling  of 
con vi f t ion,  too  commonly  again  rulhes  for¬ 
ward,  and  becomes  more  and  more  hardened 
and  darkened,  until  what  was  at  firll  plainly 
condemned  as  evil  by ‘the  unflattering  witnefs 
in  me  mind,  is  at  length  maintained  to  be 
innocent  and  flnlefs  This  is  the  too  ufual 
courfe  of  poor  mankind. 

Before 
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Before  I  was  ten  years  old,  the  workings  of 
truth  grew  fo  powerful  in  my  mind  at  times, 
that  I  took  up  feveral  refolutions  (or  at  fevcral 
times  refolved)  to  amend  my  ways,  and  live  a 
ferious  and  religious  hie,  though  I  was  not  one 
of  the  mod  vicious  of  my  years;  yet  enough 
fo  to  be  made  very  fenfible  of  the  Lord’s  con¬ 
troversy  with  me,  on  account  of  the  evil  of  my 
ways.  My  mind  became  exceedingly  difquieted 
when  I  went  contrary  to  divine  manifedation  ; 
though  I  had  not  yet  a  clear  fenfe  that  it  was  the 
very  Power  and  Spirit  of  God  upon  me  that  fo 
condemned  and  diftreffed  me  for  fin,  and  drove 
to  redeem  my  foul  from  the  bondage  of  cor¬ 
ruption, 

I  now  began  to  take  notice  of  what  I  heard 
read  and  converfed  refpeftingL  religion  ;  and 
among  other  things,  I  heard  frequent  mention 
in  books  and  eonverfation,  of  the  Spirit  of 
God ;  and  that  good  people  in  former  times 
had  it  in  them,  and  by  it  learned  the  will  of 
God,  and  were  enabled  to  perforin  it.  I 
perceived  it  was  often  fpoken  of  in  both  the 
Old  and  New  Tedament,  and  many  other 
writings.  I  underdood  that  true  converts  in 
thefe  days  alfo  have  it.  But,  like  many  others,  I 
overlooked  its  lively  checks  and  calls  in  myfelf 
had  no  idea  that  I  had  ever  known  any  thing 
of  it ;  longed  to  be  favoured  with  it ;  but 
fuppofed  it  was  fome  extraordinary  appearance, 
different  far  from  any  thing  I  ever  yet  had 
been  acquainted  with. 


*  4 
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pcftina  ri?JeWS*  eveYvhi!e  they  were  ex- 

hc  came*  Th  C°ming1’  ;Ilew  him  not  when 
me  "  n  nt;,  i  ,hcy  overlooked  and  defpifed  his 

*  T  ‘;nd  ordinary  appearance  ;  thought  he 
uas  Jofeph  s  fon  and  born  among  them,  and  fo 
K  -ed,  abided,  and  finally  put  him  to  death. 
But  they  were  miftaken  in  his  pedigree :  his 
defcent  was  from  heaven  ;  and  God,  not  Jofeph 
was  his  father.  Juft  fo  are  thoufands  now  mift 
taken,  as  to  the  dignity  and  origin  of  God’s 
bp.ru  m  them  ;  they  think  it  is  of  man,  a  part 
of  his -nature  and  being  ;  whereas  it  is  of  the 
very  life,  power,  and  fubftance  of  God.  Its 
defcent  is  as  truly  from  heaven,  as  was  that  of 
the  Lord  Jefus.  He  came  in  that  low,  mean, 
and  ordinary  appearance  as  to  outward  fliew 

g  accommodations ;  teaching  us  thereby  not 
to  defpife  the  day  of  f mall  things,  nor  overlook 
me  littlenefs  of  the  motions  of  divine  life  in 
our  own  fouls.  And  when  he  compares  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  which  he  exprefsly  fays  is 
within,  to  outward  things,  he  very  inftnnftively 
men i  cates  to  us  that  the  beginnings  of  it  are 
fmall  a  little  leaven’— ‘a  little  feed’— ‘a  grain 

‘of  muftard  feed’— ‘  the  leaft  of  all  feeds.’*  — 
This  is  tine  in  the  inward,  whatever  it  be  in 
the  outward  ;  for  the  feed  of  the  kingdom  is 
the  leaft  of  all  the  leeds  in  the  field  or  gar- 
den  oi  the  heart.  Other  feeds  fprout,  fprino-  up 
and  take  the  attention,  while  the  incorruptible 
feed,  the  word  of  God  in  the  heart,  is  over¬ 
looked,  trampled  under,  and  defpifed. 


#  Matt,  xiii,  31,  32, 
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O  !  that  children  and  people  would  he  care¬ 
ful  in.  their  very  early  years,  and  as  they  grow 
up  and  advance  in  life,  to  mind  the  c  reproofs 
6  of  inftru&ion*  in  their  own  breads;  they  are 
known  to  be  6  the  way  of  life,’*  divine  life  to 
the  foul.  This  fomething ,  though  they  know 
not  what  it  is,  that  checks  them  in  fecret  for 
evil,  both  before  and  after  they  yield  to  the 
temptation  ;  warning  them  beforehand  not  to 
touch  or  tafte,  and  afterwards  condemning  them 
if  they  do  fo  ;  and  inwardly  inclining  them  to 
a  life  of  religion  and  virtue.  This  is  the  very 
thing,  dear  young  people,  whereby  God  work- 
eth  in  you,  to  will  and  to  do  ;  and  by  which 
he  will,  if  you  cleave  to  it,  and  work  with  it, 
enable  you  to  work  out  your  own  falvhtion, 
with  fear  and  trembling  before  him.  Defpife 
it  not,  do  no  violence  to  its  motions ;  love  it, 
cherifh  it,  reverence  it ;  hearken  to  its  plead¬ 
ings  with  you;  give  up  without  delay  to  its 
requirings,  and  obey  its  teachings.  It  is 
God's  meffenger  for  good  to  thy  immortal 
foul :  its  voice  in  thy  ftreets  is  truly  the  voice 
of  the  living  God  :  its  call  is  a  kind  invi¬ 
tation  to  thee  from  the  throne  of  grace.  Hear 
it,  and  it  will  lead  thee ;  obey  it,  and  it  will 
fave  theef  it  will  fave  thee  from  the  power  of 
fin  and  Satan  ;  it  will  finally  lead  to  an  inheri¬ 
tance  incorruptible  in  the  manfions*of  reft,  the 
houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens. 

*  Piov,  vk  23, 

1  entreat 


I  entreat  you,  as  you  love  your  own  fouls, 
niid  prize  an  everlaflmg  falvation.  I  warn  yon, 
by  the  dreadful  fruits  of  difobedience,  by  the 
pangs,  remorfe,  and  fufferings  of  my  own  foul 
for  fin  and  tranfgreffion.  Had  I  fteadily  obeyed 
the  truth  in  my  inward  parts ;  had  I  attended 
fingly  and  faithfully  to  this  divine  monitor,  my 
portion  had  been  peace;  my  cup,  a  cup  of 
confoiation.  I  might  have  rejoiced  and  fung, 
whereas  I  have  had  to  mourn  and  weep.  For 
as  I  grew  to  fifteen  and  upwards,  in  violation 
of  clear  inward  convifhons,  in  oppofitioh  to  the 
dictates  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  began  to  run  into 
company,  learned  to  dance  and  play  cards,  and 
took  great  delight  therein.  I  was  often  deeply 
condemned,  and  often  flrove  to  fliffe  the  witnefs, 
and  perfuade  myfelf  there  was  no  harm  in  any 
of  thefe  things. 

My  father  fbmetimes  reproved  me  in  thofe 
days  for  my  conduct ;  but  finning  againfl  divine 
light  and  vifitation,  hardened  me  againfl:  his 
advice.  I  grew  more  and  more  vain,  proud, 
airy,  and  wanton.  I  put  myfelf  in  the  way  of 
much  evil  communication ;  and  it  mournfully 
corrupted  good  manners.  My  tafle  for  plea- 
fare  and  amufement  grew  keen,  my  fpirits  were 
lowjmd  languid  when  alone, .and  I  rufhed  into 
company  and  merriment  for  alleviation- 

t  yy  /••f- ,  » ,  i  t  ,  'w  * 

Thus  I  went  on  frolicking  and  gaming,  and 
fpending  my  precious  time  in  vanity.  Often 
at  night,  or  in  the  night,  and  fometimes  near 
break  of  day,  I  have  returned  home  from 

/  '  "  '  .  my 
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xiy  merry  meetings  grievoufly  condemned,  dif- 
;reflfed5  and  alhamed  ;  wilhing  I  had  not  gone 
into  fuch  company,  and  refolving  to  do  fo  no 
more  ;  but  foon  my  refolutions  failed  me,  and 
away  I  went  again  and  again,  and  thus  continued 
making  dill  greater  ftrides  in  folly  than  before. 
The  Lord  followed  me  clofe,  in  mercy,  and 
often  brake  in  powerfully  upon  me,  turning  all 
my  mirth  into  mourning ;  yet  1  ftill  got  over 
the  holy  witnefs,  diddefpite  to  the  fpirit  of  grace, 
and  repaired  again  to  my  haunt  of  diverfion 
and  merriment.  Sometimes  when  I  have  flood 
upon  the  floor  to  dance,  with  a  partner  by  the 
hand,  before  all  were  quite  ready,  God  has 
arifen  in  judgment,  and  fmitten  me  to  the  very 
heart.  O  !  I  ftill  feelingly  remember  his  ap¬ 
pearance  within  me,  when  none  knew  the 
agony  of  my  foul.  I  felt  ready  to  fink  under 
the  weight  of  condemnation  and  auguifh  ;  but, 
refolutely  muftering  all  the  llontnels  I  was 
mafter  of,  I  brazened  it  out,  until  the  mufick 
called  me  to  the  dance ;  and  then  I  foon  drowned 
the  voice  of  convi&ion,  became  merry,  and  ca- 
roufed  among  my  companions  in  diflipation,  until 
time  urged  a  difmiflion  of  our  jovial  aflfembly, 
and  called  me  to  return,  often  lonely,  to  my 
father’s  houfe,  my  outward  habitation.  Oh! 
me,  how  fared  it  with  me  then !  I  allure  thee, 
reader,  I  have  not  forgotten  thofe  fad  and 
mournful  walks  at  the  conclufion  of  my  mid¬ 
night  revellings.  I  have  been  broken  down 
in  deep  abafement  and  felf-abhorrence ;  have 
come  to  a  full  Hand,  Hopped,  and  fat  down  on 
a  ftump,  Hone,  or  log,  by  the  way  \  wrung  niy 
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kinds,  ftrewed  my  tears  before  the  Lord  in 
forrow  and  extremity  of  anguifh,  bordering 
almolt  on  defperation.  I  have  begged  foit 
givenefs,  implored  affiftance,  vowed  amend¬ 
ment,  _  obtained  home  relief,  and  returned 
-home  m  hope  of  reformation.  Bat,  alas,  alas! 
mY  resolutions  were  written  as  it  were  in  hind  • 
me  power  of  habit  had  eriflaved  me ;  and  al- 
inolt  the  next  invitation  of  my  alfociates,  over- 
tame  all  my  _  engagements ;  the  eagernefs  of 
clelires  for  divertifements  and  paftime,  brake 
through  all  the  fanftion's  of  vows  ;  and  violated 
the  folemnity  of  facred  promifes  to  my  God. 
1  rufhed  again  into  tranfgreffion,  as  an  horfe 
ruihes  into  tne  battle ;  again  and  again  I  took 
my  fwing,  and  drank  my  fill ;  and  again  and 
again  remorfe  and  compun&ion  feized  upon 
me.  Adored  for  ever  be  the  name  of  the 
Loro,  he  i  or  look  me  not ;  but  followed  me 
fiiil  clofer  and  ciofer,  and  founded  the  alarm 
louder  and  louder  in  mine  ears.  There  was 
in  me  <in  immortal  part,  "which  Ills  love  was 
towards  ;  the-  recovery  of  which,  from  the 
thraldom  of  hn  and  corruption,  his  gcodnefs 
engaged  him  to  feck  by  mercy  and  by  jiide- 
ment,  frowns  and.  fnailes,  chaflifements  and 
endearments,,  and  all  in  love  inexpreflible. 

I  bus  dealt  he  with  me.  When  I  turned  at 
his  reproofs,  he  fmiied  upon  me,  and  relieved 
my  foul  s  anxiety ;  but  when  I  again  revolted, 
his  rod  "was  lifted  up  in  fatherly  correftion. 

1  he  flill  fmall  voice  was  uttered  in  my  dwelling, 
as  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  when  a  little  retired 
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from  noife  and  commotion,  Adam ,  where  art 
thou?  There  was  no  hiding  from  him,  whofe 
penetrating  eye  no  fecret  can  efcape;  and 
whofe  aim  in  reproving  was  only  to  fave.  He 
(till  reproved  my  wanderings,  and  pointed  out 
the  right  way,  according  to  fcripture-declara- 
tion,  6  thou  flia.lt  hear  a  voice  behind  thee, 
f  faying.  This  is  the  way,  walk  in  it.?  Indeed 
the  way  was  fhewn  me  ;  it  was  often  plainly 
cad  up  before  me  ;  but  I  would  not  walk  in  it. 
I  knew  my  Lord's  will,  but  did  it  not ;  mine 
own,  I  (till  delighted  in  the  indulgence  of.  O! 
that  others  may  efcape  my  load  of  guilt,  and 
may  I  fay,  my  bed  of  hell,  or  inward  torment¬ 
ing  agony,  by  a  timely  fubmiflion  to  the  re¬ 
proofs  of  inftru&ion. 

•  ■  >  ;  r  *  f  >  '  i  • 

Sometimes  I  fpent  near  all  the  Firfl-day  of 
the  week,  when  I  fliould  have  been  at  meeting, 
in  playing  cards,  idle  if  not  diffolute,  conver- 
fation,  and  other  vain  amufements ;  returning 
home  at  night  in  condemnation,  and  fometimes 
fighing  and  crying;  and  yet  through  all  this  the 
Lord  preierved  me  from  hard  drinking,  though 
often  in  the  way  of  temptation  and  foiicitation 
to  it.  Swearing  I  alfo  moflly  refrained  from. 
Jelling,  joking,  and  vain  converfation,  I  went 
confiderable  lengths  in  ;  and  fometimes  joined 
the  foremoft  in  filthy  and  obfcene  difcourfes. 
Then  again  great  fhame  and  felf-abhorrence 
would  overwhelm  me ;  again  I  vowed,  pro¬ 
mised,  aud  renewed  my  covenant ;  but  all  in 
vain  ;  I  had  not  got  deep  enough,  nor  were 
my  covenants  made  or  renewed  in  the  ripht 

.  O 

ability  ; 


1 


20 


JOURNAL  OF 


ability ;  but  too  much  in  my  own  ftrength 
and  creaturely  refolutions  :  fo  they  foon  were 
bioken.  Sometimes  I  held  out  a  week  or  two ; 
other  times  only  a  day  or  two.  Thus  time 
palled  on ;  and,  with  an  increafe  of  years,  1 
found  an  increafing  propenfity  to  wantonncfs 
and  difiipation.  But  blefled  be  the  God  of 
my  lalvation ,  he  proportionately  increafed  my 
fenfe  of  guilt  and  condemnation. 

I  had  feafons  of  very  ferious  confideration 
upon  religion.  What  inftru&ions  I  had  out¬ 
wardly  received,  were  moftly  in  the  way  of 
Friends ;  but  when  I  came  near  to  man’s  eftate, 
falling  in  company  with  fome  of  the  Baptifi 
fociety,  I  was  drawn  to  attend  their  meetings 
in  Providence.  Friends  meetings  were  oftener 
held  in  filence  than  fuited  my  itching  ear.  I 
loved  to  hear  words,  began  to  grow  inquifitive, 
and  to  fearch  pretty  deeply  into  doftrines  and 
tenets  of  religion ;  and  the  Baptift  preachers 
filled  my  ears  with  words,  and  my  head  with 
arguments  and  diftinftions ;  but  my  heart  was 
little  or  not  at  all  improved  by  them.  I  almoft 
forfook  the  meetings  of  Friends,  except  Yearly 
Meetings,  and  meetings  appointed  by  travellers 
in  the  fervice  of  the  -.gofpel.  But  when  I  went 
to  thefe,  O  !  how  livingly  I  ftill  remember  the 
heavenly  and  heart-tendering  imprefiions  I 
iometimes  received  under  the  animating  tefti- 
monies  delivered  in  the  life  of  the  .  gofpel. 
Here  my  heart  was  helped,  though  my  head 
was  lefs  amufed  than  among  the  Baptifts :  how¬ 
ever,  as  I  knew  not  clearly  what  caufed  the 
difference ;  as  Friends  meetings  remained  ftill 
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often  filent ;  and  as  I  (fill  wilhed  the  gratification 
of  argumentative  fyftematick  difcourles ;  I  ftill 
pretty  diligently  attended  the  Baptift  meeting  ; 
and,  in  my  mod  religious  leafons,  I  began  to 
think  of  being  baptized  in  water.  For  the 
head-work  fo  far  outran  the  heart-work,  dur¬ 
ing  my  attendance  of  thefe  meetings,  that  I 
became  convinced  in  fpeculation,  that  that^  out¬ 
ward  performance  was  an  ordinance  of  Chrift : 
though  I  have  fince  feen,  that  it  never  was 
ordained  by  jefus,  but  was  a  forerunning, 
preparatory,  and  decreafing  inftitution,  and  has 
long  fince  done  its  office,  and  ceafed  in  the 
church  in  point  of  obligation  ;  and  that  there 
is  now  to  the  true  church  but  one  Lord,  one 
faith,  and  one  baptifm,  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which  only  can  purify  and  make  clean  the 
infide.  O!  my  heart,  my  very  foul,  is  fully 
fatisfied  in  this  matter ;  having  felt  the  living 
efficacy  of  this  one  faving  baptifm,  and  known 
its  full  fufficiency,  without  any  other. 

What  firft  turned  my  mind  to  believe  the 
outward  a  Chriftian  ordinance,  was  this  one 
argument  of  the  Baptifi s — 4  Chrift  commanded 
4  his  difciples  to  baptize ;  no  man  can  baptize 
4  with  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  therefore  the  baptifm 
4  he  commanded,  was  not  that  of  the  Holy 
*  Ghoft,  but  that  of  water.’  This  then  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  conclufive,  and  unanfwerable. 
But  it  was  my  ignorance  of  that  baptizing  power 
which’ attends  all  true  gofpel  miniftry,  that  made 
me  affent  to  this  falfe  pofition,  4  No  man  can 
c  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghoft.’  Man  himfelf. 
In  his  own  mere  ability,  1  know  cannot ;  but  I 
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alfo  know,  that  of  himfelf  he  cannot  preach 
the  golpel.  This  affertion,  No  man  can  preach 
the  gofpel,  is  juft  as  true  as  that  ‘  No  man  can 
baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghoft.’  As  man  merely, 
he  can  do  nothing  at  all  of  either ;  but  it  dill 
liands  ti  ue,  man  can,  through  divine  a  ill  (lance, 
do  both.  I  he  real  gofpel  wasv  never  yet 
preached,  but  6  with  the  Holy  Ghod  fern 
down  from  heaven. Thus  the  apoftles 
preached  it,  and  thus  alone  it  is  hill  preached— 
and  fo  preaching  it,  it  was  a  baptizing  minidry. 
As  they  fpake,  the  Holy  Ghod  fell  on  them 
that  heard  them  ;  that  is,  where  faith  wrought 
in  the  hearts  of  the  hearers,  and  the  living 
eternal  word  preached,  through  the  povrer  of 
tne  Holy  Ghod,  was  mixed  with  faith  in  them 
that  heard  it,  the  Holy  Ghod  fell  on  them, 
baptizing  them  into  a  living  foul -laving  f@nfe 
of  the  6  power  of  God  to  falvation/  J  which 
is  ^the  true  life  of  the  golpel.  TLhus  the  apodles 
fulfilled  the  commidion.  They  taught  baptiz- 
mgly.  The  commidion  is  not  6  teach,  and  then. 

‘  baptize/  as  two  feparate  a&s.  It  is  «  teach, 

‘  baptizing’ — and  thofe  who  livingly  witnefs 
the  gofpel)  the  power  of  God  to  falvation, 
preached  unto  them,  they  feel  it,  and  receive 
it  in,  and  only  in,  ‘  the  Holy  Ghod  fent  down 
6  from  heaven/  4  they  are  taught  baptizingly, 
c  in  the  demondration  of  the  fpirit  and"  of 
power/  f  And  no  preaching  has  a  whit  more 
of  the  gofpel  in  it,  than  it  has  of  the  Holy  - 
Ghod,  the  alone  true  baptizing  power.  I  do 

^  -  \  '  *  '  _  • 1 

*  i  Peter  i.  iz.  j  Rom.  i.  j 6.  f  j  Cor.  ii.  4. 
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not  marvel  that  the  letter-learned  teachers  of 
Dur  day,  who  run  unfent,  who  are  always 
ready ,  are  ignorant  that  a  true  gofpel-minider 
is  clothed  with  a  baptizing  authority  from  on 
high, — I  may  not  now  go  much  further  into 
the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeft  of  baptifm,  though 
[  fcarce  know  how  to  difmifs  it,  fo  many  things 
occur  in  evidence  that  there  is  and  can  be  but 
me  in  the  gofpel,  and  that  this  is  and  mult  be 
[piritual. 

•r—  i  ■  J  : 

I  had  not  yet  fully  given  up  to  the  motions 
of  divine  life  in  my  own  heart.  My  mind  was 
too  much  turned  outward  ;  and  the  preaching 
of  thofe  I  fometimes  went  to  hear,  who  preached 
in  their  own  time,  had  a  powerful  tendency  to 
keep  it  outward.  In  this  date  of  outward  at¬ 
tention  and  inquiry,  I  found  nothing  that  could 
give  me  power  over  iin  and  corruption  ;  but 
notwithstanding  all  my  ferious  thoughtfulnefs, 
and  frequent  and  ardent  defires  to  become  truly 
religious,  I  dill,  once  in  a  while,  brake  loofe, 
and  launched  forth  into  as  great  degrees  of 
vanity  and  wickednefs  as  ever :  and  then  again 
a  turn  of  ferioufnefs  would  come  over  me. 
One  time,  under  deep  exercife,  after  reafoning 
and  hefitating  great  part  of  a  day,  whether  I 
had  bed.  give  up  with  full  purpofe  of  heart, 
to  lead  a  religious  life  or  not ;  at  length  I  gave 
up,  and  entered  once  more  into  folemn  cove¬ 
nant,  to  ferve  God,  and  deny  myself,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  bed  of  my  underdanding.  Aimod 
as  foon  as  I  had  thus  given  up,  and  come  to 
this  good  conclufion,  in  flopped  the  grand  ad- 
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verfary,  and  blundered  and  diftreflfed  my  mind 
exceedingly  with  the  doftrine  of  predeftination  ; 
powerfully  infinuating  that  a  certain  number 
were  infallibly  ordained  to  eternal  falvation, 
the  reft  to  inevitable  deftru&ion  ;  and  that  not 
all  the  religious  exercifes  of  my  mind  could 
poffibly  make  any  alteration  in  my  final  defti- 
nation  and  allotment.  If  God  had  damned  me 
from  all  eternity,  I  mutt  be  damned  for  ever ; 
if  he  had  chofen  me  to  eternal  falvatiofi,  I 
might  fet  my  heart  at  reft,  and  live  juft  fuch  a 
life  as  would  moll  gratify  my  natural  inclina¬ 
tions  ;  for  what  advantage  could  there  be  in 
religion,  and  felf-denial,  if  an  eternal,  unalter¬ 
able  decree  fecured  my  final  end.  I  felt  willing 
to  hope  I  was  a  chofen  veflfel ;  and  for  a  Ihorc 
time  thefe  ideas  fo  crouded  into  my  mind,  that 
I  was  even  ready  to  conclude  a  God  all  good- 
nefs  had  doomed  the  far  greater  part  of  man¬ 
kind  to  never  ending  mifery,  without  any  pro¬ 
vocation  on  their  part.  I  now  view  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  unconditional  ele&ion  to  eternal  life, 
and  reprobation  to  eternal  deftruftion,  with 
abhorrence.  I  almoft  marvel,  that  under  a 
cloud  of  darknefs,  my  rational  faculties  could 
ever  be  fo  impofed  upon,  as  to  affent  to  fo 
erroneous  a  fentiment.  I  know  of  no  doftrine 
in  the  world,  that  more  fhockingly  reflects  on 
the  character  of  the  Deity.  • 

I  did  not  indeed  fo  drink  down  this  falfc 
doftrine  as  to  relinquish  my  purpofe  of  amend¬ 
ment  all  at  once;  I  held  out  a  few  weeks; 
when,  mournful  to  relate,  the  influence  of 
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(roung  company.,  and  my  vehement  defires  for 
:reaturely  indulgence,  through  the  tolerating 
nfluence  of  the  aforefaid  infinuations,  brake 
Trough  all  my  moft  folemn  engagements, 
;hrew  down  the  walls  and  fortifications,  and. 
cxpofed  me  an  ealy  prey  to  the  grand  enemy 
if  my  foul’s  falvation.  Again  I  took  my  fwing 
n  vanity,  amufements,  and  dilfipation.  I  his, 
aowever,  was  but  a  fliort  race.  The  Lord,  in 
oving  kindnefs,  followed  me  with  his  judg¬ 
ments,  inwardly  revealed  again!  .  fin.  The 
prince  of  darknefs  alfo  followed  me,  with 
:emptation  upon  temptation  to  evil ;  and  with 
various  fubtil  infatuations,  and  dark  notions, 
:o  rid  me  of  all  fear,  reftraint,  or  tenderpefs  of 
:onfcience.  At  length,  notwithftanding  all  I 
had  felt  of  the  power  of  God  upon  me,  in 
reproof  for  fin,  and  invitation  to  holinefs ;  yea, 
though  I  had  had  fome  true  relifh  of  divine 
good,  the  holy  witnefs  became  fo  ftifled,  that 
[  began  to  conclude  there  was  no  God ;  that 
ill  things  came  by  chance,  by  nature,  by  the 
fortuitous  jumble  and  concourfe  of  atoms, 
without  any  defigning  caufe,  or  intelligent  ar¬ 
rangement  ;  that  it  was  idle,  chimerical,  and 
lelufive,  to  think  of  ferving  or  fearing  a 
being  who  had  no  exigence  but  in  imagination. 
Here  let  it  be  well  confidered,  what  a  power-  . 
ful  influence  the  admifiion  of  one  falfe  doctrine, 
and  the  violation  of  divine  manifeflation  and 
convi&ion,  has  in  paving  the  way  for  other 
falfe  do&rines.  Not  much  fooner  had  I  re¬ 
ceived  and  cherifhed  one  of  the  grand  falfe- 
hoods  of  the  father  of  lies,  the  doftrine  of 
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irrefiftible  neceffity,  and  predeftination,  than, 
the  mifts  of  darknefs  which  fpread  over  my 
mind,  under  the  baleful  influence  thereof,  I 
even  dared  to  deny  the  Eternal  Deity ;  and, 
horrible  to  the  laft  degree  to  think  of,  I  began 
to  rejoice  in  the  idea  of  unbounded,  un  re¬ 
ft  rained  licentioufnefs  and  carnality,  and  that 
I  was  unaccountable  for  my  conduct :  not  con¬ 
sidering  that,  on  my  atheiftical  fcheme,  I  was 
•  unprotected,  and  had  no  more  to  hope  than  to 
fear ;  none  to  look  up  to  for  defence  and  fuc- 
cour ;  but  mu  ft  be  left  a  prey  to  violence,  and 
all  kinds  of  adverfity  attendant  on  this  life. 

Oh !  the  depravity  of  tafte  and  inclination, 
as  well  as  of  underftanding,  which  I  was 
plunged  into !  I  wrent  on  a  few  months  after 
this,  much  in  the  lame  manner.  My  days  I 
Spent  in  vanity  and  rebellion  ;  my  nights  fre¬ 
quently  in  horror  and  dill  refs  !  Many  a  night 
I  fcarce  durft  enter  my  chamber,  or  lay  me 
down  in  bed.  I  have  the  moft  unfhaken 
ground  to  believe  it  was  the  immediate  powrer 
of  God  upon  me,  that  thus  terrified  my  guilty 
foul ;  and  that  in  the  moft  fatherly  goodnefs, 
condefcenfion,  and  mercy,  in  order  to  prevent 
*my  going  on  to  endlefs  perdition,  to  winch  l 
dfeemed  to  be  fwiftly  polling.  Day  after  day, 
apd  night  after  night,  I  was  diftreffed :  the 
Lord  fetting  my  fins  in  order  before  me,  and 
pleading  with  me  to  return  unto  him  and  live. 
At  laft  I  fled  again  to  religious  engagement  for 
relief,  betook  myfelf  to  prayer,  and  cried  to 
the  Lord,  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  fpirit.  Some¬ 
times 
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times  I  begged  and  interceded  for  mercy,  and 
power  to  make  a  {land  and  overcome  fin,  with 
fuch  vehemency  as  if  my  very  heart  would 
break ;  tears  gulhed  from  my  eyes ;  my  foul 
was  overwhelmed  with  anguifh.  Oh !  young 
man  whoever  thou  art,  that  readeft  thefe  lines, 
I  warn  thee,  I  beieech  thee,  fhun  fuch  mifery,' 
by  obedience  ;  fuch  unutterable  anxiety,  by 
cleaving  to  the  Lord.  Yet  after  all  this, 
young  company,  mufick,  gaming,  pleafure, 
again  rallied  their  forces  ;  and  had  fuch  influ¬ 
ence  over  my  refolutions,  as  evidenced  them 
written  as  in  duff,  though  mingled  with  tears, 
with  wormwood  and  gall,  and  I  abandoned  all 
again,  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fm  for  a  leafom 
But  God,  rich  in  mercy  and  long-fuffering 
kindnefs,  ftill  interrupted  my  career,  diflurbed 
my  carnal  fatisfacfion,  and  blafted  all  my  joys* 
Once  more  a  fenfe  of  juft  and  holy  indignation 
kindled  up  in  my  bread  for  tranfgreffion  and 
grievous  revolt.  Awfulnefs  took  hold  on  me  ; 
amazement  fwallowed  me  up.  I  knew  not 
which  way  to  turn.  The  wrath  of  an  offended 
long-fuffering  God  feemed  clofing  upon  me  on 
every  fide.  I  felt  myfelf  in  thraldom,  and 
almoff  without  hope.  I  knew  myfelf  a  jDrifoner, 
and  yet  I  hugged  my  chains. 
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CHAP.  II. 

His  Exercifes  continued ,  particularly  about 

ufingthe  plain  Scripture  Language. — Of  If  rael’s 
Wildernefs  Travel ,  the  Forerunner . — 

ference  to  the  Seafons,  and  to  the  Book  of  fob. 
— On  Humility :  his  entrance  into  the  Work  of 

the  Minijlry ,  and  confiderations  thereon . 

• —  * 

i^o  HjPnUS  I  continued  (till  in  vanity 
*  JL  and  folly,  with  intervals  of  deep 
diftrefs  and  mourning,  a  fhort  fpace  longer, 
that  is,  until  about  nineteen  years  old  ;  when 
I  became  more  fully  and  clearly  convinced,  and 
that  very  much  by  the  immediate  operations, 
illuminations,  and  openings  of  divine  light  in 
my  own  mind ;  that  this  inward  fomething, 
which  had  been  thus  long  and  powerfully 
ftriving  with  me,  difturbing  every  falfe  reft, 
confuting  every  falfe  and  fin-flattering  imagi¬ 
nation  of  flefli  and  blood,  or  of  the  grand 
adverfary,  and  enjoining  it  upon  me  to  give 
up  all,' and  walk  in  the  ways  of  virtue  and  true 
felf-denial;  was  the  true  and  living  Spirit  and 
Power  of  the  eternal  God  ;  the  very  lame  that 
ftrove  with  the  old  world,  influenced  the  patri¬ 
archs,  prophets,  and  apollles,  and  vifits,  ftrives 
with,  and  at  fcafons  more  or  lefs  influences,  the 
hearts  of  all  mankind.  I  now  law  this  to  be  the 
only  principle  of  all  true  converfion  and  falva- 
tion  ;  that  fo  long  as  this  was  refilled  and 
rejected,  feparation  muft  infallibly  remain  be¬ 
tween  God  and  the  foul ,  but  that,  whenever 

this 
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this  is  received  and  in  all  things  thoroughly 
fubmitted  to,  a  thorough  reconciliation  takes 
place. 

i  . 

Some  may  think  this  doftrine  robs  Chrift 
of  the  honour  of  our  redemption  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  ;  but  I  apprehend  none  can  think  lo 
who  underhand  the  doctrine  of  falvation  by 
Jefus.  It  was  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  this 
very  Spirit  that  vifits  and  drives  with  all,  that 
Chrift  offered  up  that  prepared  body.  It  is 
through,  and  only  through,  the  influence  of 
the  fame  Holy  Spirit,  that  any  foul  was  ever 
converted  to  God,  or  favingly  benefited  by  the 
redemption 'that  is  in  Jefus.  Whatever  way, 
O  foul,  or  by  whatever  means,  thou  art  bene¬ 
fited  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  it  is  by  this  holy 
Spirit,  that  is  the  immediate  operative  power 
and  principle  within  thee. 

Having  thus  at  length  become  livingly  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  was  nothing  fliort  of  the  eternal 
Power  and  Spirit  of  God,  that  fo  forcibly 
wrought  in  me  in  order  for  my  deliverance 
from  the  power  of  darknefs  and  feduclion,  I 
gave  up  to  the  holy  requirings  of  God,  as  in¬ 
wardly  made  known  to  me  :  and  clearly  known 
were  many  things  thus  made.  Nothing  elfe 
could  ever  fo  have  opened  my  mind,  and  made 
known  my  duty  to  me.  The  Scriptures,  other 
good  books,  religious  converfation,  contemp¬ 
lation  upon  the  works  of  creation  and  Provi¬ 
dence,  all  thefe  are  very  good  means  of  in¬ 
formation  j  but  none  of  them,  nor  even  all  of 
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them  without  the  Holy  Spirit’s  foiling  operS- 
nori  and  evidence  upon  the  mind,  can  ever 
make  a  man  ful-e  of  his  duty  to  God  in  any 
one  thing.  He  may  reafon,  -and  fet  up  many 
Tu.es, ^  meafures,  and  ffandards  of  duty  and 
morality  ;  but  certainly  he  never  will  arrive 
thereat,  without  the  help  of  that  which-  in 
Ui'Jf  *s  certain.  It  may  be  faid  the  Scriptures 
uic  ceitain.  very  well,  but  what  certifies  thee 
that  they  are  certain,  or  that  thou  knoweff 
their  meaning  ?.  Do  not  the  profeffed  mailers'  j 
in  reafoning  widely  differ  upon  many  paffages 
in  the  facred  writings  ?  They  all  fay  they  have 
l  eafon  on  their  fide  5  hut  believe  them  not, 
nor  believe  that  any  thing  is  or  can  he  certainly 
known  to  man,  of  the  divine  authority  of  the 
Scriptures,  without  the  light  and  evidence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

But  to  proceed — I  gave  up  very  fully  to  • 
ferve  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  his  leadings ;  I 
forfook  rude  and  vicious  company,  withdrew 
into  retirement,  attended  the  meetings  of 
friends,  and  often  fought  the  Lord,  and  waited 
upon  him  in  folemn  reverential  filence  alone, 
for  his  counfel,  direction,  and  prefervation  ; 
and  he  was  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  point  out  and 
calf  up  the  way  for  me,  one  thing  after  ano¬ 
ther,  with  fufficiency  of  clearnefs.  Firfl,  he 
fire  wed  me  negatively ,  what  I  ought  not  to  do 
in  various  particulars ;  breaking  me  off  from 
my  vicious  pr  aft  ices  and  affociations.  This 
Was  forfaking  evil .  And  then  he  taught  and 

enjoined  me  the  praftice  of  feveral  things'  pofi - 
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lively ,  wherein  he  engaged  me  to  choofe  and 
cleave  unto  that  which  is  good.  I  faw  clearly 
it  was  his  will,  and  my  indifpenfable  duty,  re¬ 
verently  to  affembie  for  divine  worfhip  ;  and 
therein  to  wait  upon  him,  draw  inwardly  near 
unto  him,  and,  according  to  the  apoftle’s  lan¬ 
guage,  feel  after'  him ,  in  order  to  find  and 
enjoy  him.  I  alfo  found  it  my  duty  often  to 
wait  upon  him  alone,  in  awful  filent  retire¬ 
ment,  not  approaching  him  in  fupplication 
but  when  he  influenced  my  heart  thereto,  with 
the  true  fpirit  of  prayer  and  intercefiion.  He 
alfo  {hewed  me,  that  religion  was  an  internal  life 
in  the  foul  ;  that  great- attention,  fin.cerity,  and 
punchiaiity,  were  necefiary  to  the  growth  and 
profperity  of  it  ;  that  I  mufl  not  be  content 
with  attending  meetings,  and  fitting  in  filence, 
though  ever  fo  reverently  and  properly ;  I 
mufl:  live  continually  in  an  inward  watchfulnefs 
and  dedication  of  heart;  watch  all  my  thoughts, 
words,  and  aftions,  and  know  all  brought  to 
judgment ;  and  allow  nothing  to  pafs  unexa- 
mined,nor  willingly  unapproved ;  and  that  X  mult 
obferve  the  moft' upright  honeity  and  fmcerity 
in  my  dealings  among  men,  as  in  the  prefence 
of  God.  lie  taught  me  that  men  generally  rely 
too  much  on  external  performances  ;  and  thus 
guarding  my  mind  againfl:  thinking  top  much  of 
any  thing  outward.  He  opened  ray  underftand- 
ing  to  behold  my  duty,  in  regard  to  outward 
plainnefs ;  that  a  plain,  decent,  and  not  coftly, 
drefs  and  way  of  living  in  all  things,  was  moil 
agreeable  to  true  Chriftian  gravity  and  felf- de¬ 
nial  ;  that  rich,  fhowy,  or  gaudy  drefs,  houfe, 
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food,  or  furniture,  fed  and  foftered  pride  and 
©itentation,  robbed  the  poor,  pleafed  the 
vam,  and  led  into  a  great  deal  of  unneceflary 
care,  toil,  and  foiicitude,  to  obtain  the  means 
or  this  way  of  life  and  appearance ;  that  it 
could  not  afford  any  true  and  folid  fatisfaftion  ; 
but  muff  unavoidably  divert  the  mind  from  in¬ 
ward  feeling  watchfulnefs,  retard  the  work  of 
mortification  and  true  felf-denial,  and  facilitate 
unprofitable  affociation  and  acquaintance  with 
fuch  as  would'  rather  alienate  the  affe&ions 
from  God,  than  unite  the  foul  to  him. 

Thus  inffruffed,  I  bowed  in  reverence  ;  and 
as  it  became  from  time  to  time  neceffary  to 
procure  new  clothing,  I  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
form  my  outward  appearance  in  this  refpett  to 
tne  dictates  of  truth,  in  which  I  found  true 
peace  and  fatisfaffion.  Alfo  he  mffru<ffed  me 
to  ufe  the  plain  Scripture-Language,  thou  to 
one,  and  you  to  more  than  one.  The  crofs 
greatly  offended  me  in  regard  to  thefe  things. 
Thus  of  language  in  particular,  looked  fo 
trifling  and  foolifh  to  the  worldly  wife  part  in 
me  ;  and  the  fear  of  ‘  the  world’s  dread  laugh,’ 
fo  powerfully  oppofed  it ;  that  it  was  very  hard 
and  trying  to  my  natural  will  to  give  up  to  this 
duty.  I  thought  if  my  right  hand  would  ex- 
cufe  my  compliance,  I  would  gladly  facrifice 
it,  or  yield  it  up  ;  rather  than  give  up  to  ufe 
fuch  a  defpifed  language,  and  fubmit  to  be 
laughed  at ;  as  viewing  religion  concerned  in 
fuch  things  as  thefe.  This  may  feem  incredible 
to  fome,  but  it  is  true,  and  as  frelh  with  me  as 
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aim  oft  any  paft  exercife.  This  exercife  befet 
me  day  and  night  for  fome  time:  during  which 
I  fhed  many  forrowful  and  bitter  tears,  pleaded 
many  excules,  and  greatly  wifhed  fome  fubfti- 
tute  might  be  accepted  inftead  of  the  thing 
called  for ;  but  he  who  called  me  into  the 
performance  of  thefe  foolifli  things  (to  tnis 
world’s  wifdonrO,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
fhew  me  with  indubitable  clearne.fs,  that  he 
would  choofe  his  facrifice  himfelf  ;  and  that 
neither  a  right  hand  nor  a  right  eye,  neither 
thoufands  of  rams,  nor  ten  thoufands  of  rivers 
of  oil,  would  by  any  means  anfwer  inftead  of 
his  requirings.  If  he  called  for  fo  weak  or 
foolifti  a  thing  as  the  words  thou  and  thee  to  a 
fmgle  perfon,  inftead  of  you,  nothing  elfe  of 
my  fubftituting  would  do  inftead  of  it ;  for 
c  the  fooliftmefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  men/* 
Let  none  difpute  the  ground  with  Omnipo¬ 
tence.  nor  confer  with  flefli  and  blood  ;  left: 
therein,  defpifing  the  day  of  f mall  things ,  they 
fall  by  little  and  little . 

For  be  allured,  O  !  thou  called  of  the  Lord,, 
thou  canft  never  become  his  chofen ,  unlefs  thou 
*,obey  his  call ,  and  come  out  of  all  he  calls  thee 
from.  If  thou  art  not  faithful  in  the  little ,  thou 
wilt  not  be  made  ruler  over  much .  Perhaps 
few  will  believe  the  fulnefs  of  heavenly  joy 
which  fprang  in  my  bofom,  as  a  well-fpring  of 
living  waters,  after  my  giving  up  in  faithful- 
nefs  to  this  requifition.  And  yet  this  flow  of 

*  i  Cor.  i.  25. 
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Srsf  COfftion  la?ed  ***  long  at  this  time; 
:  th°ng!l  1  gave  tip  to  whatever  the  Lord 
inquired  of  me  yet  as  I  had  fo  long  and  fo 
pubboinly  rebelled  againfl  him,  he  faw  meet, 

f  hiS  miinite  wifdom,  foon  to  hide  his  Face 
Lom  me  again,  and  clofe  me  up  in  atmoft  utter 
darknefs ;  which  rendered  my  days  truly  tedi¬ 
ous,  and  my  nights  wearifome  to'  my  foul  I 
was  fully  convinced  that  God  was  to 'be  known 
inwardly,  in  power  and  great- glory,  by  thofe 
who  obey  him,  and  wait  upon  him.  My  heart 
was  inflamed  with  love  towards  him.  I  had 
feen  a  little  of  his  comelinefs.  He  had  become 
toe  beloved  of  my  foul,  the  chiefeft  among  ten 
tnoufands  ;  therefore  I  often  retired  alone  and 
m  profound  reverential  filence,  fought  after 
Uim,  and  preffingly  folicited  a  nearer  acquaint- 
r.iiLC  with  him.  But  he,  knowing  what  was  b^ft 
for  me,  gracioufly  hid  his  prefence  from  me. 

!j'l  though  thus  was  a  painful  fufpenlion,  yet 
I  could  not  be  eafy  to  give  over  feeking  him  ; 

I.  ftill  continued  my  ardent  filent  approaches, 
or  waitings.  _  I  waited  indeed,  with  all  the  re¬ 
verence,  humility,  and  folicitude,  that  my  foul 
was  capable  of;  but  all  feemed  in  vain.  Oh! 
the  mourning  and  lamentation,  the  diflrefs  and 
.bitter  weeping,  that  aim  off  continually  over¬ 
whelmed  me  for  feveral  months  together,  for 
the  want  of  the  foul-enlivening  prefence  of  my 
God.  Oil !  laid  I  in  my  heart,  will  he  never 
arife  for  my  help  and  deliverance  ?  Well,  be 
it  as  it  may,  I  will  leek 'him  until  my  dyim? 


day  ;  my  foul  cannot  live  without  him  ;  and  it 
may  be,  if  he  hide  ills  face  from  me  until  my 
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la  ft  moments,  he  may  own  me  at  that  folemn 
period,  and  receive- me  to  a  maniion  of  glory. 
This  was  often,  very  often,  the .  language  of 
my  heart ;  and  under  this  reiolouon  1  pieiTed 
forward.  I  truft  the  wormwood  and  the  gall, 
the  forrow  and  the  fighing,  the  days  and  nights 
of  anguilh,  will  fcarcely  be  forgotten.  It  feems 
to  me" that  certain  fpots  of  earth,  fome  parti¬ 
cular  fields  and  groves,  will  ever,  while  life 
and  fenfibility  remain,  continue  to  have  a 
.moving  and.  affecting  influence  on  my  mind, 
as  often  as  I  pafs  by  and  fee  them,  or  call 
them  to  remembrance.  I  think  they  mufl  re¬ 
main  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  to  me,  by  the  tears 
and  the  groans,  the  'fighs  and  felicitations, 
which  they  have  been  the  filent  witneffes  oh 

Oh!  my  God,  thou  leddefl:  me  through  the 
defert,  thou  weanedft  me  from  the  world,  and 
aliuredil  me  into  the  wildernefs ;  there  thou 
did  ft  hide  thy  face  from  me  for  a  feafon,  until 
the  longings  of  my  foul  after  thee,  were  in- 
tenfely  kindled  ;  then  l.iftedfl  thou  up  my  head, 
and  fpake  comfortably  to  me :  bleffed  be  thy 
holy  name  for  ever  ! 

At  length  the  Father  of  mercies,  having 
thus  tried  me,  gracioufly  caff  an  eye  of  com- 
paffion  upon  me,  hearkened  to  the  voice^of  my 
diftrefs,  made  bare  his  everlafling  arm  for  my 
deliverance,  gradually  unveiled  his  prefence  to 
me,  and  opened  my  heart  to  underhand  why 
he  led  me  through  fo  trying  a  difpenfation. 
1  now  began  to  clifcern  the  myftery  of  what  I 
.  .  -  c  6  read 
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;eaJ  in  the  hiliory  of  Ifrael’s  forty  years  travel 
m  the  .wildernefs,  as  alfo  the  voice  of  one 
crying  in  t fie  wildernefs.  I  began  to  fee  the 
neceffity  of  the  Lord’s  fending  his  forerunner, 
that  the  way  might  be  prepared,  and  the  paths 
made  ftraight.  I  perceived  much  roughnefs, 
unevennefs,  and  crookednels,  had  been  in  the 
Way.  I  began  to  know  and  in  degree  to  love 
theNrod,  and  him  who  had  appointed  it:  and 
as  the  Mailer  manifelled  himfelf  more  and 
more, .  I  underflood  more  and  more  of  the 

myflerious  ways  of  his  working. 

\  * 

After  lome  time  I  had  many  clear  openings 
refpefting  the  many  trials,  experiences,  jeopar¬ 
dies,  and  deliverances  of  his  followers  in  days 
pail ;  and  a  hope  was  kindled  in  me,  that  now 
I  fhould  go  forward  without  meeting  with  fuch 
hefetments,  and  withdrawings  of  light,  as  here¬ 
tofore  :  for  though  the  Lord  Hill  at  times 
withdrew  from  me,  yet  as  his  return  was  not 
jong  after,  and  as  his  prefence  was  much  more 
conftaritly  with  me,  I  was  ready  to  conclude 
it  would  continue  with  increafing  brightnefs, 
until  I  fhould  be  wholly  and  continually  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  his  love.  For,  as  fuch  a  Hate  was 
fometimes  permitted  me,  1,  not  clearly  under¬ 
standing  the  counfel  of  his  divine  will,  tvas  aDt 
to  wifh  it  for  my  conllant  condition  ;  not  then 
feeing,  as  I  have  lince  feen,  that  it  was  far  from 
being  belt  for  me  to  enjoy  a  conllancy  of  fun- 
fhine  and  fair  weather.  Even  the  outward 
order  and  economy  of  divine  Providence  affords 
inftru&ion,  which  often  beautifully  applies  to 

our 
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our  inward  experiences.  It  is  not  all  calm  and 
funfhine.  The  divine  wifdom  orders  many  and 
great  viciflitudes  and  changes  in  the  natural 
world  ;  infomuch  that,  perhaps  in  the  moft  plea- 
fant  and  flourifliing  feafon  in  the  whole  year, 
after  a  few  days  of  clear  Aiming  and  tranquillity, 
there  arifes  a  moft  terrible  ftorm,  with  wind, 
lightning,  and  tremendous  thunder ;  and  it 
may  be  with  hailftones  fcattered  abroad  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  At  other  times  will  high 
and  rufhing  winds  fucceed  the  calmeft  day  ;  or 
pinching  droughts  the  moft  fruitful  feafon. 
Even  the  fettled  order  and  fucceftion  of  fea- 
fons  is  a  continual  revolution  of  day  and  night, 
bummer  and  winter,  feed-time  and  harveft. 
We  have  cold  as  well  as  heat ;  darknefs  as  well 
as  light ;  and  cutting  frofts  as  well  as  moft  re- 
frefliing  dews ;  and  a  variety  of  other  changes. 
Ail  this  is  in  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs ; 
.and  difplays,  to  the  difcerning  eye,  the  provi¬ 
dential  power  and  glory  of  the  great  Superin- 
tendant.  My  foul  hath  fometimes  been ‘enrap¬ 
tured  whilft  I  have  viewed  and  contemplated 
the  operation  of  his  hand  in  thefe  things,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fituation  of  places  ;  rocks  and 
lofty  mountains,  fturdy  oaks  and  tall  cedars ; 
rivers,  lakes**  and  oceans ;  meadows,  fields,  and 
forefts  ;  deferts  and  vaft  howling  wildernefTes  ; 
with  the  various  inhabitants  of  both  land  and 
water ;  and  over  and  above  all  thefe,  the  fun, 
moon,  and  ftars,  in  their  courfes  ;  and  conftel- 
lations  of  heaven  !  All  thefe  things  (though  far 
fhort  of  being  fufficient  food  for  immortal  fouls, 
and  perhaps  not  beft  to  dwell  much  upon)  have 
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neverthelefs  animatingly  affefted  my  mind  in 
tne  contemplation  of  them  ;  and  raffed  my  foul 
m  ad  01  at  ion  to  him  who  is  the  former  of  all 
things ;  and  who,  when  he  was  pleafed  to  an- 
frver  out  of  the  whirlwind,  and  awfully  to  inter¬ 
rogate  nis  for  van  t  Job,  for  his  mftruftion,  was 
pleafed  to  makeythe  wonderful  works! of  his 
hand,  and  the  excellent  order  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  the  fubjecfs  of  life  demands.  And  who 
among  the  Ions  of  men  can  read  the  folemn 
queries,  then  uttered  by  the  divine  Majefty, 
and  not  feel  fome  tender  emotions  of  foul  ? 
c  Haft  thou  commanded  the  morning  fmce  thy 
6  a  ays,  and  catifod  the  day-fpring  to  know  his 
place?’  #  is  one  among  the  many  folemn 
and  fublime  interrogatives,  by  the  wifdorn  of 
an  all -knowing  God,  demanded  of  his  for  van  t ; 
fufliciently.  declaring,  beyond  all  hefitation, 
liow  infinitely  exalted  above  all  human  com- 
•preheniion,  he  is  in  wifdom,  power,  and  glory; 
as  well  as  amply  fetting  forth  his  goodnefs  to 
the  fons  of  men,  in  cauflng  the  regular  returns 
or  day  and  night,  and  other  wonderful  fuccef- 
iions  and  revolutions,  for  the  benefit  and  com¬ 
fort  of  his  dependant  creatures.  Bow,  O  my 
look  Adore  and  worfbip  the  God  of  thy  life, 
who  is  the  length  of  thy  days,  and  thy  portion 
for  ever.  His  works  are  wondrous,  paft 
finding  out,  marvellous,  and  beyond  thy  com- 
prehenlion.  Thou  feeft  in  part  the  multitude 
and  magnitude  of  his  wonderful  works  :  thou 
behokleft  a  frnall  part  of  the  changes  and 
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viciffitudes  attending  them  :  and  yet,  through 
all,  what  excellent  order,  harmony,  and  regu¬ 
larity  is  prderved  •  Surely  nothing  lefs  than- 
his  omnipotence  and  omniicience  could  poflibly 
effect  or  produce  all  this.  Ihou  fee  It  he  is 
faithful  in  performing  his  ancient  gracious 
promife  :  day  and  night,  feed-time  and  har- 
veft,  &c.  fail  not.  6  He  laid  not  unto  the  feed 
6  of  Jacob,  feek  ye  my  face  in  vain.’  *  Nay, 
verily;  the  language  of  his  compaffionate  re¬ 
gard  on  the  contrary  is,  ‘  Fear  not,  worm 
4  Jacob,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake 
c  thee :  where  thou  goeft  through  the  water,  it 
c  fhall  not  overwhelm  thee  ;  or  when  through 
c  the  fire,  it  fliall  not  kindle  upon  thee.’  It  is 
as  much  in  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  that  he  fome- 
times  as  it  were  withdraws,  hides  from  and 
leaves  his  children,  and  then  again  returns 
glorioufiy  for  their  unfpeakable  confutation,  as 
is  the  fucceffion  of  darknefs  and  light,  cold 
and  warm  feafons,  in  the  outward. 

Many  and  varied  afiliftions  are  neceffary  to 
our  refinement.  Hence  the  place  of  this  re¬ 
finement  is  called,  c  The  furnace  of  affliction. ’f 
Through  the  purifying  operations  of  thefe 
fiery  trials,  the  foul  is  gradually  redeemed 
from  the  pit  of  pollution.  It  is  a  precious 
work  of  divine  power,  to  hide  pride  from 
man.  And  he  who  becomes  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  corruptions  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  in  its  alienation  from  God,  will  find,  if 
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ever  true  humiliation  and  renovation  is  effected' 
m  him,  that  nothing  fhort  of  the  baptifm  of 
fire  can  rightly  cleanfe  the  corrupt,  and  hum¬ 
ble  the  proud  heart  of  fallen  man.  Indeed  it 
is  a  fed ed  truth,  that  they  who  are  without 
chalmement  are  baftards,  add  not  Tons.  All 
that  the  Father  loveth,  he  chafteneth ;  and 
fcourgeth  every  one  that  he  receiveth.  My 
foul  rejoiceth  and  giveth  God  thanks,  for  the 
deep  probations  and  withdrawing  of  his  pre¬ 
fence  ;  as  well  as  for  the  fenfible  incomes  of 
his  love,  and  ariimgs  of  -the  light  of  his  coun¬ 
tenance  upon  me.  I  fee  and  own  it  needful 
to  my  growth  in  the  divine  life,  as  well  as  in 
order  to  my  complete  emancipation  from  the 
fervttude  of  fin,  that  he  fhould  deal  thus  with 
me  .  and  it  has  afforded  infiruffioti  to  my 
mind,  that  he  is  called  in  fcripture  bv  the 
name  of  I  he  Ford  that  hideth  his  face  from 
the  houfe  of  Jacob.  *  Oh  !  what  panting 
of  foul,  what  anxious  folicitude  for  his  return^ 
takes  place  in  all  the  true  travellers,  when  he 
veils  his  holy  prefence  ;  and  how  joyful  is  the 
lifting  up  of  his  countenance,  after  thefe  fea- 
fons,  upon  the  drooping  mind,  thus  prepared 
for  the  comfortable  returns  thereof  !  It  is  like 
the  returns  of  clear  Ihining  after  rain.  Under 
the  refining  haful  of  God’s  power,  whereby 
he  thus  humbled  and  abafed  my  foul,  I  was 
given  clearly  to  fee  the  need  I  fhould  have  of 
this  excellent  qualification,  humility,  in  my 
further  progrefs  in  religious  life.  I  law  pretty 
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dearly,  In  the  midft  of  my  deepeft  depreffion, 
that  if  I  fhould  be  favoured  with  unremitted 
tranquillity  and  divine  enjoyment,  I  fhould  be 
in  danger  of  fpiritual  pride  and  exaltation. 
Bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  this, 
among  his  many  other  favours,  that  he  taught 
me  the  neceflity  of  humility,  and  fore-warned, 
and  therein  fore-armed,  me  againft  the  wiles  of 
Satan,  which  I  afterwards  became  more  fully 
acquainted  with.  Oh  !  with  what  ardency  of 
defire  did  my  prayers  afcend  before  him,  that 
lie  would  rebuke  the  proud  luciferian  fpirit ; 
and  appoint  my  dwelling  in  the  low  valley, 
where  the  grafs  is  green,  and  where  the  fra¬ 
grant  flowers  give  forth  a  pleafant  fmell.  I  faw 
that  on  the  lofty  mountains,  often  reign  bar— 
rennefs  and  defolation.  My  mind  was  almofl 
conftantly  impreffed  in  thofe  days  with  the 
love  and  delire  of  deep  humility  ;  I  faw  fome- 
thing  of  its  real  beauty,  and  craved  it  as  one 
of  the  greateft  bleffings.  O  !  faid  1,  that  I 
may  put  it  on  as  a  garment,  and  v/ear  it  for 
ever:  yea  even  appear  in  it  before  my  Judge, 
in  the  affembly  of  faints  and  angels  in  a  future 
ftate  !  4  Oh  !  Lord,  my  God,  (was  then  my 
6  language,  and  my  heart  now  joins  it)  fuffer 
4  me  never  to  forget  my  tribulations,  nor  to 
4  ceafe  my  Applications  to  thee,  for  the  con- 
4  tinuance  of  this  precious  blelling :  let  it  be 
4  the  firfl  and  the  laft  in  the  catalogue  of  my 
4  requeHs.* 

* 

Thus  the  great  Leader  of  Ifrael  led  me  on 
from  ftep  to  flep,  not  by  any  means  through 
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a  conflant  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  his 
prefence ;  but,  which  for  me  has  been  far 
better,  Infrequent  withdrawings,  ftrippings, 
ana  deep-relt  emptinefs,  poverty,  and  want  ; 
and  that  again  and  again  repeated,  even  after 
huge  overflowings  of  his  love  in  my  foul,  as  a 
river  overflowing  all  its  banks.  Had  he  not, 
aiter  fuch  feafons  of  rejoicing,  vailed  his 
prefence,  and  clothed  my  foul  with  mourning, 
I  might,  like  ancient  lfrael,  have  c  fung  his 

praife,  and  fo on  forgotten  his  works/  *  But 
now,  through  the  many  tribulations,  and  wife 
turnings ^of  his  holy  hand  upon  me,  my  'foul 
remains  do  wed,  and  to  this  day  fen  Able  of  the 
tendering  imprefnons  of  his  love  and  good- 
nHo.  1  ne  favour  of  life  is  Hill  frefli  within 
me.  lie  has  led  me  about  and  inffruffed  me, 
and  (with  reverence  I  fpeak  it)  hath  kept  and 
pieierved  me.  May  I  ftill  be  preferved,  and 
hcncefoi  th  for  ever  kept  fafe  under  his  all- 
powerful  protection  ;  walking  worthy  of  the 
lame  to  the  end  of  my  days !  Amen. 

During  a  great  part  of  the  foregoing  exer- 
cifes,  I  had  frequent  openings,  and  lively  pro- 
fpects  refpefling  the  ChrifHan*  warfare,  and 
the  myfleries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  *  I 
gften  believed,  in  the  openings  of  divine  light, 
tiiat,  n  I  flood  faithful,  it  would  be  required 
of  me  to  declare  to  others  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  me,  and  given  me  an  underflanding 
of ;  and  to  entreat  my  fellow  creatures  to  feek 
an  habitation  in  that  kingdom  that  cannot  be 

*  Pfalm  cvi.  12.  13. 

fhaken 
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fiiaken  or  fade  away.  This  concern  began 
now  to  grow  upon  me  confiderably,  even  to 
that  degree,  that  I  felt  at  times  in  meetings 
a  living  engagement  to  communicate  fomewhat 
to  the  people ;  but,  fearing  I  fhould  begin 
in  that  great  work  before  the  right  time,  I 
kept  back  :  and  even  divers  times,  when  I 
was  almoft  ready  to  hand  up,  I  have  con¬ 
cluded  I  would  keep  filence  this  once  more  ; 
confidering  within  myfelf,  that  if  my  fo  doing 
fhould  be  difpleafing  to  the  Lord,  he  would 
manifefl  his  difpleafure  to  me ;  but  if  I  ihould 
prefume  to  fpeak  a  word  in  his  name,  and  it 
fhould  prove  to  be  without  his  holy  requir- 
ings,  or  too  fbon,  I  fhould  not  only  difpleafe 
him,  but  alfo  burden  his  people  ;  and  perhaps 
get  into  and  become  entangled  in  a  way  of 
ipeaking  from  too  final!  motions  or  impreifions 
felt ;  or  mournfully  mi  flake  the  fparks  of  my 
own  kindling  for  divine  impreffions ;  which 
might,  in  confequence  of  my  giving  way 
thereunto,  be  fuffered  to  increafe  upon  me  to 
my  great  lofs  in  the  fubflantial  and  divine  life, 
if  not  to  my  utter  ruin.  In  this  guarded  frame 
of  mind  I  paffed  on  for  fome  time,  often  feek- 
ing  to  the  Lord  for  counfel  and  direction  in 
this  and  other  concerns  of  importance.  And 
though  I  believe  I  might  have  publickly  borne 
teftimony  in  the  name,  power,  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Lord,  rather  fooner  than  I  did  ;t 
yet,  as  I  was  not  obflinately  but  carefully 
backward,  I  feldom  felt  much  condemnation 
for  withholding  ;  however,  I  did  a  few  times 
find  fome  real  uneafmefs  on  that  account.  But 

he 
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he  who  laid  the  concern  upon  me,  well  know¬ 
ing  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  and  that  I  was 
bent  faithfully  to  ferve  him,  without  going  too 
ftift,  or  yet  tarrying  behind  my  guide,  "dealt 
gracioufly  with  me  ;/  paffed  by  my  little  with¬ 
holdings,  favoured  with  frelh  and  increafing 
incomes  of  his  love  ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
calc  up  my  way  with  kill  greater  clearnefs  : 
and,  at  length,  in  a  manner  fo  clear,  and  con- 
fhming,  as  erafed  doubt  and  hefitation  from 
my  mind.  In  the  frefli  authority  whereof  I 
littered  a  few  words  in  our  meeting  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  on  the  Firk  day  of  the  week,  and  ioth 
of  the  fourth  Month,  1774,  to  my  own,  and 
I  believe,  my  friends  fatisfaflion.  I  felt  the 
returns  of  peace  an  my  own  bofom,  as  a  river 
of  life,  for  a  confiderable  time  afterwards, 
fweetly  comforting  my  mind,  and  confirming 
me  in  this  folemn  undertaking. 

O 

After  fome  rime  of  heavenly  rejoicing,  I 
began  again  to  be  tried  with  various  exercifes 
and  conkifts  of  mind,  though  kill  frequently 
favoured  with  the  kowings  of  divine  love,  in 
a  very  comfortable  and  foul-fatisfying  manner. 
At  divers  times  J  had  lively  impreflions  to  fay  a 
few  words  more  in  publick  tekimony  ;  but 
kill  waited  to  be  well  allured.  The  unfpeak- 
able  confolation  which  1  found  on  my  firft 
uttering  a  few  words,  and  that  after  a  con- 
kderable  time  of  rather  holding  back,  than 
haky  procedure,  had  fully  conkrmed  me  that 
there  is  greater  fafety  in  turning’  the  fleece, 
and  well  proving  it,  both  wet  and  dry,  than 

in 
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in  rufhing  forward  in  the  firft  operations  or 
openings.  The  beads  allowed  in  facrifice, 
were  to  chew  the  cud  and  divide  the  hoof. 
Chewing  the  cud  is  a  deliberate  aft :  they 
chew  and  fwallow,  and  chew  and  fwallow 
again.  The  divifion  of  the  hoof,  being  on  the 
flopping  member,  (hews  the  danger  of  taking  a 
Angle  flep  in  divine  fervices,  without  a  clear 
divifion  of  things,  and  the  way  cad  up  in  the 
mind.  As  I  thus  waited  for  clearnefs,  not 
being,  by  once  fucceeding,  encouraged  to  run 
too  fed,  I  was  favoured  to  know  the  fire  of 
the  Lord  rightly  kindled  upon  his  altar  j  and 
to  witnefs  an  offering  of  his  own  preparing. 
And  I  am  well  allured  that  fuch,  and  fuch 
only,  are  the  offerings  which  will  find  accept¬ 
ance  wfith  him.  He  never  will  rejeft  thefe,  any 
more  than  accept  thofe  of  human  obtruding. 

My  fecond  publick  appearance  in  the  minidry 
Was  at  the  lower  meeting-houfe*  in  Smithfield, 
the  19th  of  the  10th  month,  1774,  wdien  I 
found  a  living  concern  to  encourage  a  careful 
engagement  before  the  Lord,  out  of  meetings  ; 
and  to  prefs  it  upon  Friends  to  draw  nigh  unto 
him  from  day  to  day,  that  drength  may  be 
renewed,  and  the  divine  favour  of  life  retained  ; 
led  w7e  lofe  the  living  fenfe  of  what  we  often 
gracioudy  enjoy  in  our  religious  meetings. 
Life,  divine  life,  attended  me  in  this  little  tef- 
timony,  as  in  the  former  :  and  after  meeting 
I  enjoyed  the  fweet  influence  of  him  who  is 
the  God  of  my  falvation,  in  a  degree  that  was 
greatly  to  my  confirmation  and  encouragement. 

After 
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After  this  I  dill  continued  feeking  unto  and 
waiting  upon  God. for  counfel  and  direction  ; 
in  which  frame  of  mind  I  wras  favoured  to 
renew  and  increafe  a  living  acquaintance  with 
him ;  and  witneffed  freflr  inftrucHon  to  my 
mind.  I  appeared  but  feldom  in  publick  tef- 
timony,  and  moftly  in  a  few  words  at  a  time  ; 
and  yet  I  have  fome  few  times  been  made  fen- 
iible  of  faying  too  much ;  and  for  which  I 
have  felt  more  pain  of  mind  than  I  have  often 
felt,  if  ever,  for  withholding.  However, 
through  merciful  prefervation,  I  have  feldom 
to  my  knowledge  appeared  oftener  or  faid 
more  than  has  tended  to  my  own  relief  and 
fatisfaftion,  and,  for  ought  I  know,  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  my  brethren :  bleffed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord  my  God  !  I  bow  awfully 
before  him,  for  his  direfting  and  preferving 
prefence  through  many  deep  probations.  He 
hath  been  with  me  in  the  heights  and  in  the 
depths ;  has  ft  rung  my  bow  and  covered  my 
head  in  the  day  of  battle.  May  I  ferve  him 
faithfully  ail  the  days  of  my  ftay  here,  until 
I  go  hence  and  be  feen  of  men  no  more ! 

v> 
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CHAP.  III. 

His  Exercifes  continued .  —Paffes  through  fome 
difcouragements . — A  word  of  encouragement 
to  the  excrcifed  traveller. — A  vievj  of  God’s 
goodncfs ,  and  anciently  with  Noah ,  Abraham , 
— trials  about  the  War ,  Paper  Currency , 
Taxes. — Ah/  addrefs  to  Zion. — H/V  fick- 
nefs  and  other  Trials. —Waits  in  Silence,  &c. 

AT.  this  time  I  kept  a  fchool  for  Friends 
l  children  in  the  town  of  Providence  ; 
tnd  having  for  feveral  years  paft  believed  at 
imes5  that  it  might  be  bell  to  preferve  fome 
iccount  of  my  pilgrimage  through  the  wilder- 
lefs  of  this  world,  I  now  began  a  more  regular 
tnd  conftant  journal  of  my  exercifes,  and  the 
word’s  gracious  dealings  with  me,  than  I  had 
heretofore  preferved.  I  had  before  made  a 
ew  minutes  of  fome  remarkable  occurrences, 
vhich  (together  with  what  was  freffl  in  my 
nemory,  and  fo  recorded  there  as  not  Hkely 
oon  if  ever  to  be  obliterated)  enabled  me  to 
mte  the  foregoing  account ;  and  thus  to  bring 
t  forward  to  this  time.  v 

•  . 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  the  iff  of  the 
rirft  month,  1775,  I  fell  and  received  a  lmall 
Found,  which  was  attended  with  conliderable 
arenefs  and  pain  \  and  next  day  having,  in 
.ddition  to  this,  a  turn  of  the  nervous  or* fick 
Lead-ach,  I  was  confined  to  the  houfe :  and 
lope  thefe  light  afflictions  were  not  wdiolly 

ufelefs 
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ufelefs  to  me,  in  regard  to  my  belt  intereft. 
O!  that  every  trial  may  help  to  refine  and 

prepare  my  foul  for  the  city  of  my  God. 

*  v  I 

Fourth  day  nth,  went  to  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ing  at  Newport  ;  it  held  two  days,  not  very 
lively  ;  yet  a  remnant  were  concerned  torlabour 
for  the  welfare  of  Sion. 

1775.  About  thefe  days  I  went  through 
great  difco'uragements  and  heavy  exercifes ; 
but  was  moftly  enabled  to  hope  and  believe  it 
was  all  for  my  good,  and  would  tend,  if  rightly 
endured,  to  my  furtherance  and  enlargement 
in  divine  things  ;  and,  IfiefTed  be  the  name  of 
him  who  led  and  fupported  me  through  them, 
he  did  indeed  arife  for  my  help  and  confolation, 
even  with  healing  in  his  wings ;  and  that  too, 
when  I  w7as  almoft  ready  to  faint,  and  defpair 
of  his  help  ;  which  made  me  hope  I  Ihould 
truft  in  him,  and  rely  upon  him  for  the  future  ; 
even  in  and  through  all  trying  difpenfations. 
Indeed  it  is  eafy  to  hope  and  believe  we  fhall 
truft  in  the  Lord,  when  he  (bines  upon  us,  and 
flreds  abroad  his  love  in  our  hearts,  making  us 
livingly  to  joy  and  rejoice  in  his  prefence, 
which  was  now  gracioufly  my  happy  experi¬ 
ence  ;  but  alas  !  when  we  have  again  and  again 
to  pafs  through  the  valley  and  fhadow  of  death, 
it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  hand  firm,  keep  the  faith , 

and  truft  in  God.  ! 

✓ 

♦ 

My  exercifed  foul  lias  had  large  experience 
of  thefe  heights  and  depths ;  and  knows  that 

nothing 
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nothing  but  divine  power  can  uphold  us  in 
times  of  deep  probation,  which  we  muft  pafs 
through  in  our  travels  towards  the  land  of 
reft.  And  Oh!  that  none  may  give  out  in  fuch 
feafons,  or  faint  in  their  minds.  It  is  up  new 
thing  ;  it  is  the  beaten  path,  and  all  the  Lord’s 
ranlomed  muft  become  acquainted  with  it,  and 
travel  in  it,  not  taking  their  flight  in  the  winter: 
and  as  they  thus  hand  firm,  they  will  joyfully 
witnefs,  in  the  Lord’s  time,  the  winter  to  be 
over,  the  fummer  to  advance,  the  time  of  the 
flinging  of  birds  to  be  come,  and  the  voice  of  the 
turtle  to  be  heard  in  their  land.  Oh'!  the 
pangs  and  fufterings,  through  which  fome  have 
waited,  again  and  again,  for  the  return  of  thefe 
blefled  enjoyments,  thefe  moments  of  refreih- 
rnent  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ;  but 
none  have  ever  rightly  waited  on  the  Lord  in 
vain.  Therefore  truft  in  him,  O  my  foul,  for 
ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting 
ftrenpth. 

O 

/  ;  •- 

/*< 

m  -•  __ 

Fourth  day  .25th,  I  attended  our  Monthly 
meeting  at  Smithfield  upper  meeting-houfe ; 
found  fome  dear  friends  iv mpathized  with  me 
in  my  deep  probations  ;  and  was  particularly 
comforted  by  a  letter  from  a  dearly  beloved 
friend,  written  in  a  manner  well  hiked  to  afiift 
and  encourage  my  drooping  mind— May  I  ever 
waliv  worthy 'the  remembrance,  fyinpaihy,  and 
prayers,  of  my  friends. 

Fifth  day,  ad  of  Second  month.  In  time  of  fi- 
lence  jmd  retirement,  in  family  devotion,  wherein 
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we  were  engaged  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  for  the 
renewal  of  ftrength  together ;  my  mind  was 
livingly  opened  into  a  frefh.  and  humbling  fenfe 
cf  the  unfpeakable  love  and  goodnefs  of  God 
to  poor  frail  finite  man  in  ancient  days.  Par¬ 
ticularly  I  was  bowed  in  confideration  of  his 
wonderful  dealings  with  Noah,  and  how  he 
Was  with  him  in  the  ark  ;  and  how  he  taught 
him  to  prepare  it  for  his  owrn  and  family’s  pre- 
fervation  ;  how  he  was  with*  Abraham  when 
he  left  his  father’s  houfe  at  his  command,  and 
went  forth,  not  knowing  whither  he  was  to  go  ; 
alio  how  he  was  with  Ifrael  in  Egypt,  through 
the  Red  Sea,  the  wildernefs,  and  Jordan;  with 
David,  when  he  fled  from  Saul,  being  hunted 
as  a  partridge  upon  the  mountains ;  with  Jonah, 
in  the  whale’s  belly  ;  wTith  Daniel,  in  the  lion’s 
den ;  and  the  three  children,  in  the  fiery  fur¬ 
nace  ;  with  his  own  well-beloved  Son,  in  the 
great  trials  and  temptations  which  he  was  led 
through  in  the  wildernefs  and  among  men : 
alfo  how  he  was  with  the  apoftles,  and  fup- 
ported  them  when  men  rofe  up  againil  them ; 
and  through  all  their  perils  by  fea  and  land, 
and  by  and  among  falfe  brethren.  What  (hall 
I  fay  ?  He  hath  ever  been  a  fanfluary  and  fafe 
hiding  place  for  the  righteous  in  all  ages,  and 
remains  to  be  fo  Hill ;  and  as  truly  and  power¬ 
fully  fo  now  as  ever.' — And  as  my  mind  was  thus 
led  and  opened,  earned:  breathings  were  be¬ 
gotten  in  me,  that  we  of  the  prefent  generation, 
who  have  known  his  loving  kindnefs*  may  walk 
Worthy  of  the  continuance  thereof,  and  never 
diftruft  his  care  and  Providence  ;  affuredly  be¬ 
lieving 
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fieving,  that  he  who  hath  been  with  us  in  fix 
troubles  will  not  leave  us  in  the  feventh,  if  we 
firmly  trull  in,  and  ftedfaftly  follow  him  ;  but 
if  we  lhould  draw  back,  his  foul  would  then 
have  no  pieafure  in  us. — Oh!  therefore,  faith 
my  foul,  that  we  may  be  vigilant ;  knowing  that 
our  adverfary  the  devil,  like  a  roaring  lion, 
goes  about  continually,  feeking  whom  he  may 
devour, 

*  <r' 

In  the  6th  month,  I  attended  our  Yearly- 
Meeting  on  Rhode-Ifland.  John  Hunt  and 
Nicholas  Wain  from  Philadelphia,  and  William 
Jones  and  Benjamin  Swett  from  New-Jerfey, 
mended  the  meeting.  It  held  a  number  of 
lays,  the  feveral  fittings  thereof  being  times  of 
divine  favour  ;  the  fouls  of  feme  painful  travel¬ 
ers  Zion-ward  w'ere  greatly  encouraged  and 
•ejoiced  in  the  Lord.  Dear  John  Hunt  was 
lvingly  opened  in  gofpel  love- and  authority, 
livers  times  among  us  in  thefc  meetings. 

On  Find-day  the  18  th  of  Sixth  month,  a 
>aper  was  fent  from  our  deputy-governor  to 
he  friends  of  our  meeting,  requefting  that 
uch  as  had  fmail  arms  would  produce  them  at 
he  court-houfe  next  day,  in  order  that  the 
uns  in  the  government  might  be  known,  and 
n  account  thereof  fent  to  the  continental  con- 
refs.  After  mature  confideration,  a  paper  was 
gned  by  ftich  male  members  of  our  fociety  as 
ved  within  the  town,  in  anfwer  to  the  laid 
squeft,  informing  him  that  our  religious  prin- 
iples  and  confcientious  perfuafion  did  not 

w-  D  2  admit 
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admit  of  compliance.  This  was  carried  to  the 
deputy-governor,  who  received  it  kindly,  and 
feemed  fatisfied,  faying  he  believed  liberty  of 
confcience  was  the  natural  right  of  all  mankind. 
I  hus  the  Lord  made  way  for  us,  blefled  be 
his  holy  name  for  ever !  .  V 

i  .  ’  k  «,  ,  '  —  r  *  • 

Much  clofe  exercife  of  mind  I  had  for  a  con- 
fid  erable  length  of  time,  on  account  of  fomc 
particular  fcruples,  which  from  time  to  time 
revived  with  weight,  and  fo  preflingly  accom¬ 
panied  me,  that  I  could  not  get  rid  of  them. 
It  being  a  time  of  war,  and  preparations  for 
war  between  Great-Britain  and  America  ;  and 
the  rulers  of  America  having  made  a  paper 
currency  profeffedly  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of 
promoting  or  maintaining  the  war ;  and  it 
being  expefted  that  Friends  would  be  tried  by 
requifitions  for  taxes,  principally  for  the  fup-» 
port  of  war ;  I  was  greatly  exercifed  in  fpirit, 
both  oil  the  account  of  taking  and  paffing  that 
money,  and  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  fuch 
taxes ;  neither  of  which  felt  eafy  to  my  mind. 
I  believed  a  time  would  come,  when  Chriftians 
would  not  fo  far  contribute  to  the  encourage¬ 
ment  and  fupport  of  war  and  fightings  as 
voluntarily  to  pay  taxes  that  were  mainly,  or 
even  in  confiderable  proportion,  for  defraying 
the  expenfes  thereof:  and  it  was  alfo  imprefled 
upon  my  mind,  that  if  I  took  and  palled  the 
money  that  I  knew  was  made  on  purpole  to 
uphold  war,  I  fhould  not  bear  a  teitimony 
againft  war  that  for  me,  as  an  individual, 

would  be  a  faithful  one.  I  knew  the  people’s 
'  minds 
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minds  were  in  a  rage  againft  fuch  as,  from 
any  motive  whatever,  laid  or  acted  any  thing 
tending  to  difcountenance  the  war  :  I  was 
fenfible  that  refilling  to  pay  the  taxes,  or  to 
take  the  currency,  would  immediately  he  con- 
ftrued  as  a  pointed  oppofitiou  to  the  prefen c 
war  in  particular  ;  as  even  our  refuting  to  bear 
arms  was,  notwithflanding  our  long  and  well- 
known  tellimony  againft  it;  and  I  had  abundant 
reafon  to  expect  great  cenfure  and  fome  fulFer- 
ilig  in  confequence  of  my  faithfulnefs,  if  I 
Ihould  hand  faithful  in  thefe  things ;  though  I 
knew  that  mv  fcruules  were  unconnefted  with 

j  i 

any  party  conliderations,  and  uninfluenced  by 
any  motives  but  fuch  as  refpeft  the  propriety 
of  a  truly  Chriftian  conduct,  in  regard  to  war 
at  large.  I  had  no  defire  to  promote  the  op- 
p'ofition  to  Great-Britain  ;  neither  had  I  any 
defire  on  the  other  hand  to  promote  the  mea¬ 
sures  or  fuccefs  of  Great-Britain.  I  believed 
it  my  bulinefs  not  to  meddle  with  any  thine 
from  inch  views ;  but  to  let  the  potfherds  of 
the  earth  alone  in  their  fmitinsr  one  aeainft 
another;  but  I  wifned  to  be  clear  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  to  do  ail  that  he  might  require  of 
.me,  towards  the  more  full  introduction  and 
coming  of  his  peaceable'  kingdom  and  go¬ 
vernment  on  earth.  I  found  many  well-con¬ 
cerned  brethren,  who  feemed  to  have  little  or 
.  nothing  or  thefe  icruples ;  apd  fome  others 
■  who  wyre  like-minded  with  me  herein.  Under 
all  thefe  conliderations  the  times'  looked  fotne- 
what  gloomy  ;  and  at  feafons  great  difcourge- 
mcnt  came  over  my  mind.  But  after  fome 
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<*nd  3,  length  of  clofe  exercife, 
attended  with  much  inward  looking  to  the  Lord 
for  direction  and  fupport,  I  was  enabled  to  cad 
niy  care  upon  him,  and  to  rifk  myfclf  and  my  all 
m^his  fervice,  come  whatever  might  come,  or 
luiter  whatever  I  might  fuffer,  in  confequence 
thereof.  I  was  well  aware  of  many  arguments 
and  objections  againft  attending  to  inch  fcruples ; 
and  feme  feemingly  very  plaufible  ones  from 
feveral  paffages  of  feripture,  efpecially  refpeef- 
mg  taxes  ;  but  I  believed  I  faw  them  all  to 
an fe  from  a  want  of  clear  underftanding  re- 
ipefting  the  true  meaning  of  thofe  paffages;  and 
I  knew  I  had  n\o  worldly  intereft,  eafe,  or 
honour,  to  promote,  by  an  honed  attention  to 
what  I  believed  were  the  reproofs  and  con- 
visions  of  divine  inftruflion.  I  well  knew, 
not  only  by  reading,  but  experimentally,  that 
4  He  that  doubteth  is  damned  (condemned) 

*  if  he  eat;'  and  that  which  is  contrary  to 
faith  and  conviCfion  is  fin  :  therefore  I  chofe 
rather  to  fuffer  in  this  world,  than  incur  the 
dilpleafure  of  him  from  whom  come  all  my 
confolation  and  bleffings. 

In  the  Ninth  month  this  year,  1776,  in 
company  with  my  dear  friend  Mofes  Farnum, 

I  vilited  Friends  at  Richmond,  in  New  Hamp- 
flfire  government,  a  branch  of  our  Monthly 
Meeting.  We  were  twice  at  their  meeting, 
and  vifited  I  believe  all  their  families.  It  was 
an  exercifing  time  to  me ;  and  I  was  a'lmoft 
wholly  filent  both  in  meetings  and  families ; 
and  even  much  reftrained  from  converfation. 

Yet 
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Yet  I  had  a  hope  that  all  was  working  to¬ 
gether  for  my  good  ;  and  I  endured  my  trials 
with  a  degree  of  patience,  though  I  often 
groaned  inwardly  for  deliverance.  However 
the  Lord  brought  me  through  all,  and  gave 
me  to  rejoice  in  his  falvation. 

Fifth  of  Tenth  month.  Having  for  nearly 
a  year  declined  taking  *  the  paper  currency, 
agreeably  to  the  fecret  perfuafion  which  I  had 
of  my  duty  therein,  as  before  mentioned,  I 
have  now  the  fat  is  fa  fti  on  of  comparing  the 
different  rewards  of  obedience  and  difobedi- 
ence.  For  though,  from  the  very  firft  circula¬ 
tion  of  this  money,  I  felt  uneafy  in  taking  it ; 
yet  fears  and  reafonings  of  one  kind  or  another 
prevailed  on  me  to  take  it  for  a  feafon  ;  and 
then  it  became  harder  to  refufe  it  than  it  would 
probably  have  been  at  firft ;  but  growing 
more  uneafy  and  diftreffed  about  it,  at  length 
I  refufed  it  altogether,  fince  which  I  have  felt 
great  peace  and  fatisfaftion  of  mind  therein  ; 
which  has,  in  a  very  confirming  manner,  been 
increafing  from  time  to  time,  the  longer  I  have 
refufed  it :  and  although  I  get  almoft  no  money 
of  any  kind,  little  other  being  in  circulation, 
yet  I  had  much  rather  live  and  depend  on 
divine  Providence  for  a  daily  fupply,  than  to 
increafe  in  the  mammon  of  this  world’s  goods, 
by  any  ways  or  means  inconfifient  with  the 
holy  will  of  my  heavenly  Father  :  and  the 
prayer  of  my  foul  to  him  is,  that  I  and  all  his 
children  may  be  preferved  faithful  to  him  in 
all  his  requirings ;  and  out  of  that  love  of 
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tilings  here  below,  which  alienates  from  the 
Hue  love  of  and  communion  with  him. 

In  the  Eleventh  month  this  year,  I  vifited,  in 
company  with  a  friend  of  our  Monthly  Meet- 
iag,  the  meetings  and  many  of  the  families  of 
hr  lends  on  Riiode-Xfland,  and  had  much  fatis- 
faftion  therein  :  for  though  I  had  hard  work 
ni  feme  i  amines,  and  paiied  through  fome  cl  ole 
exercifes,  yet  the  Lo.rd  was  with  me  and  bore 
me  up  through  all ;  opening  my  way  in  the 
fpring  of  divine  life,  and  furnifhing  with  fuit- 
able  matter  for  communication,  to  the  relief 
and  confolation  of  my  own  mind,  and  I  hope 
to  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  others.  And  it 
was  remarkable  to  me,  that  in  a  very  fhort 
tune,  indeed  not  many  days  after  I  had  thus 
dn charged  my  duty,  and  paid  this  legacy  of 
love  to  my  dear  friends  on  this  ifland,  the 
king  s  troops  tooic  polleffion  thereof,  whereby 
the  communication  was  greatly  obftruAed  for 
a  confideruble  length  ot  time  between  Friends 
there  and  the  main  5  fo  that,  had  I  not  given 
up  to  perform  this  fmall  fervice  juft  as  I  did, 
and  when  the  weight  of  it  was  livingly  upon 
me,  it  is  probable  I  might  never  have  done  it 
at  all,  or  not  to  much  fatisfaction.  A  fenfe  of 
the  Lord’s  goodnefs  in  enabling  me  to  go  in  the' 
right  time,  and  to  find  relief  and  fatisfaction  in 
the  vifit,  bowed  my  mind,  and  raifed  defires 
therein  that  I  might  ever  live  like  one  who 
knows  himfelf  to  be  but  a  pilgrim  on  the  earth, 
and  that  God  alone  can  fuftain  him.  Amen.’ 

i  .  *  '  Fir  ft 
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Firfl  day,  8  th  of  Twelfth  month.  Divers- 
Friends  of  our  meeting  at  Providence  became 
exercifed,  in  regard  to  a  commotion  that  was 
-prevailing  among  the  inhabitants.  It  was  fa  id,, 
and  I  fuppofe  was  true,  that  a  Britifh  fleet 
-with  troops  had  been  feen  not  far  from  Rhode- 
Ifland  ;  and  it  was  ftxppofed  they  were  aiming 
to  come  into  Newport  harbour,  and  probably 
up  the  river  to  this  town.  This  greatly  fur- 
prized  many  of  the  inhabitants.  Many  moved 
their  goods,  and  feme  their  families  out  of 
town,  in  great  hafte  and  precipitancy.  The 
town  feemed  in  an  uproar  carts  rattling,  and 
•teams  driving  all  night;  'and,  among  others^ 
a  few  friends,  in  this  fudden  confternation, 
were  induced  to  move  fome  of  their  effects 
alfo,  and  a  fmair  matter  was  done  at  moving 
their  families.  This  being,  in  the  view  of  fome 
concerned  friends,  a  weighty,  ferious  matter, 
a  conference  was  held  after  the  afternoon 
meeting  upon  the  occafion,  fome  friends  of 
other  meetings  alfo  being  prefent ;  and  though 
nothing  cenforious  or  uncharitable  appeared 
refpefting  the  conduft  of  any,  yet  it  was' 
advifed  that  Friends  fhonld  be  very  careful 
•to  aft  in.  moderation,  and  not  in  the  hurry  ; 
.but  'wait:  for  clearnds,  and  for  ability  to  aft 
becoming:  our  ' holy  profeilion.  Next  day  this 
advice  was  further  inculcated  by  the  Meetity 
for  Sufferings  which  fat  in  town;  and  widely 
after  folid  confideratron,  advifed  that  Friends 
keep  hill  and  quiet,  and  do  no  more;  unlefs 
upon  deep  and :  folid  coniiderationg  the  way 
■Ihould  be  dearly  feen  for  any  one  to  move. 
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It  was  alfo  thought  advifeable  for  Friends  in 
a.11  things  to  conduft  themfelves,  fo  as  not  to 
increafe  the  commotion  and  intimidation  which 
■were  already  too  prevalent  among  the  people. 
This  advice  was  very  favoury  to  fome  of  our 
minds,  whofe  exercife  was  great  on  this  occa- 
fion ;  and  whofe  travail  of  foul  was,  that 
Friends  might  be  preferved  in  the  {lability  of 
the  unchangeable  truth. 

Fifth  day,  1 2th  of  Twelfth  month.  My  mind 
was  impreffed  fo  deeply  with  a  lively  fenfe  of 
the  excellency  and  neceffity  of  true  Chriflian 
charity,  that  I  had  to  fpeak  of  it  in  our  meet¬ 
ing,  in  the  conflrainings  of  the  Father’s  love, 
labouring  to  encourage  Friends  to  cultivate 
this  excellent  virtue,  in  their  own  minds  and 
in  each  other. 

Firfh  day,  5th  of  Firft  month,  1 777.' — For 
the  want  of  dole  attention  to  the  word  of 
divine  life  in  my  own  foul,  I  made  a  blunder 
in  my  publick  teftimony ;  which  greatly  hum¬ 
bled  me,  and  made  me  very  careful  and  watch¬ 
ful  afterwards.  Oh!  it  is  good  to  trufl  in  the 
Lord  with  all  our  hearts,  not  leaning  to  our 
own  underhandings.  It  was  relying  too  much 
on  my  own  understanding  and  memory,  which 
brought  this  great  anxiety  upon  me.  And  I 
record  it  for  future  caution,  mean-while  be- 
feeching  God  Almighty  to  preferve  me,  and 
all  his  true  gcfpel  minifters,  in  the  right  line  of 
fafety  and  divine  qualification:  which  is  in  and 
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with  the  opening  of  the  Spirit,,  and  with  the 
underflanding  alfo. 

Fifth  day,  3d  of  Fourth  month.  After  a 
few  wTord$  which  I  became  concerned  to  ex- 
prefs  in  our  wTeek-day  meeting,  my  mind  was  fo 
clothed  with  the  fpirit  of  prayer  and  fupplica- 
tion,  that  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  kneel  down 
and  publickly  addrefs  the  Throne  of  Grace. 
This  was  the  fir  ft  time  I  ever  appeared  in  vocal 
publick  fupplication  ;  and  it  was  truly  much  in 
the  crofs,  as  alfo  in  great  fear  and  reverence. 
It  was  indeed  to  me  an  awful  thing,  publickly 
to  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  and  I  have 
been  many  times  forely  grieved  at  the  light, 
eafy,  and  unfeeling  manner  in  which  many  do 
it.  A  few  weeks  after  this,  to  wit,  the  25th 
of  the  Fourth  month,  in  wrriting  a  little  piece 
on  a  fpecial  occafion,  after  particularly  and  af¬ 
fectionately  mentioning  the  tender  feelings  and 
emotions  of  my  heart  towards  feveral  particular 
friends  and  acquaintances,  my  foul  feemed  over¬ 
whelmed  with  love  and  almoft  unutterable 
good-will  to  the  people  of  the  Lord,  wherever 
fcattered,  the  world  over :  in  the  frefh  flow¬ 
ings  whereof  I  enlarged  nearly  as  follows : 
c  But  above  all,  O  Sion,  thou  city  of  the 
c  living  God !  what  fhall  I  fay  to  thee  ?  All 
‘  that  is  alive  within  me  is  moved  at  thy  beinp* 
6  now  brought  into  my  remembrance !  How 
c  fhall  I  exprefs  the  overflowings  of  that  love 
6  I  now  feel  for  thee ;  or  that  ardently  travail- 
c  ing  exercife,  which,  in  the  rolling  of  tender 
f  bowels,  engages  my  foul  for  thy  everlafting 
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.  <  welfare  ?  May  the  Lord  of  hods  encamp 
round,  about  thee,  as  a  wall  erf  fire  for  thy 
defence  !  ^  May  ft  thou  know  an  abiding  in 
thy  tents,  Olfrael!  Let  not  the  earth,  nor 
all  its  enchantments,  entice  thee  from  the 
*  orois,  O  Ifrael !  The  Lord  alone  can  keep 
thee,  and  he  only  is  worthy  of  thv  clofeft 
attention.  Keep  near,  keep  near,  6  chofen 
Su]eiytion  ;  keep  near  thy  divine  teacher, 
who  is  gracionfly  vouchfafing  to  teach  thee 
'  c  himfelf !  Dwell  deep,  O  ye  travailing  fouls, 
SiVe  T10i:  hack  ;  go  on  with  him  that  hath 
^  3  0lb  although  it  may  be  through  fire 

and  watei  ;  through  frowns  and  reproaches 
the  evenafting  Arm  will  be  underneath  to 
fuppoi  t  you,  as  you  make  God  your  re¬ 
fuge,  and  continue  faithful  in  the  glorious 
\vOik  of  reformation  which  lie  is  fitting  fome 
of  you  for.  My  life  in  tendernefs  runs  out 
c  towards  you  :  ye  are  as  bone  of  my  bone, 
and  Uefh  of  my  fie  lb.  O  i  may  the  Lord 
protect  and  prelerve  you.  May  the  hlefimgs 
oi  t lie  everlafting  1 1 i S 1  s  reft  upon  you  ;  and 
efpecially  upon  inch  of  you  as  have  been,  as 
it  were,  feparated  from  your  brethren,  and 
c  devoted  to  the  great  work  of  the  Lord  in  the 
c  earxh  :  .  and  be  ye  affured,  if  ye  hold  faft  the 
c  beginning  of  your  confidence  and  ehgage- 
1  inent  f  led  faft  ly  to  the  end,  no  weapon  formed 
i  againft  you  ilia  11  ever  profper  ;  the  tongue 
4  that  rifeth  in  judgment  againft  you  fiiall  be 
condemned;  and  even  though  Gog  andMagog 
<  wage  war  and  oppofe  you,  the  Lamb  and  his 
4  followers  {hall  have  the  viftory.’— And  as  I 
,  '  have 


s~ 


/ 


JOB  SCOTT. 


6i 

have  good  grounds  to  believe  this  was  written 

o  o 

in  c  the  good-will  of  him  who  dwelt  in  the 

o 

6  bufli/  I  feel  eafy  to  tranfcribe  it  here,  and 
give  it  a  place  in  theie  memoirs. 

Having  fome  time  before  this  difmlfled '  my 
fchool  at  Providence,  I  opened  one  at  Smith- 
field,  on  the  12th  of  the  4th  month,  1778, 
under  the  care,  infpeflion,  and  direftion  of  a 
folicl  committee,  appointed  by  the  monthly 
meeting  for  that  purpofe.  Soon  after  this,  I 
took  feveral  colds  one  after  another;  until  at 
length,  on  the  26th  of  the  Second  month,  leav¬ 
ing  our  Monthly  Meeting,  being  quite  unable  to 
fit  through  it,  I  went  to  my  filler's,  where  I  was 
confined  feveral  weeks,  brought  very  low,  and 
at  times  ready  to  doubt  my  recovery.  Indeed 
many  of  my  friends  and  relations  pretty  much 
gave  over  expecting  it.  I  was,  after  a  feafon 
of  deep  exercife  and  probation,  enabled  to 
refign  up  life  and  all  into  the  hands  of  hin\ 
who  made  me,  and  to  fay  in  iineerity,  Thy  will 
be  done  in  life  or  death.  And  as  I  lay  one 
night  in  great  dillrefs  of  body,  and  deep 
thoughtfulnefs  of  mind,  I  was  drawn  into  an 
awful  view  of  death,  eternity,  and  eternal  judg¬ 
ment,  in  a  manner  that  I  never  had  before  ; 
but  feeling  my  mind  perfeftly  rdigned  to  de¬ 
part  this  life,  and  launch  into-  an  end  Ids"  eter¬ 
nity,  if  lo  the  Lord  my  God  fhould  pleafe  to 
order  it;  and  finding  all  pain  of  body  and 
anxiety  of  mind  removed  ;  I  lay  Hill  fome  time, 
thinking,  probably,  I  might  ere  Jong  be  re¬ 
leafed  from  all  the  pangs  and  toils  of  time, 

into 
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into  the  glorious  rejoicings  of  eternal  life.  But, 
after  a  confiderable  length  of  time  had  paffed 
in  inward  and  profound  ftillnefs  and  adoration, 
large  fields  of  labour  were  opened,  and  I  faw 
that  I  mu  ft  tiavel  fiom  place  to  place  in  this 
and  diftant  lands,  in  the  Lord*s  commilhon 
ctnd  lei  vice,  front  this  time  I  never  enter¬ 
tained  a  doubt  of  my  recovery,  although  I 
had  afterwards  a  return  or  two  of  the  diforder 
more  feverc  than  before  t  for  thefe  openings 
were  in  the  frelh  evidence  of  divine  life,  which 
never  deceived  me.  A  flow  of  divine  favour, 
in  the  Iheddings  abroad  of  the  love  of  God  in 
my  heart,  remained  frelh  and  living  with  me 
through  mod  of  the  remaining  time  of  my 
jlinefs.  After  a  few  days  I  Degan  to  recover, 
and  pretty  foon  got  a  little  about  again,  and 
before  a  great  while,  attained  my  ufual  ftate  of 
health.  May  thankfgiving,  and  glory,  and 
honour,  be  ever  afcribed  by  my  foul  to  him 
who  has  been  with  me  in  ficknels  and  in 
health,  fupporting  and  preferving  me  in  both, 
and  enabling  me  to  refign  to  his  divine  difpofal. 
May  I  ever  live  anfwerably  to  fuch  regard  of 
the  Higheft  to  me  a  poor  worm  of  the  dull:. 
My  foul  has  been  bowed,  felf  has  been  abafed, 
and,  through  deep  proftration,  I  have  been 
made  to  joy  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice  in  the 
falvation  of  my  God  and  Saviour. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  Sixth  month  this 
year,  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  being  now- 
collector  of  rates,  came  and  demanded  one  of 
me.  I  aiked  him  what  it  was  for  ?  He  faid,  to 
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fink  the  paper  money.  I  told  him,  as  that 
money  was  made  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of 
carrying  on  war,  I  had  refufed  to  take  it ; 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  could  not  pay  a  tax 
to  fink  it,  believing  it  my  duty  to  bear  tefti- 
mony  againft  war  and  fighting.  I  informed 
him,  that  for  divers  years  part,  even  divers 
years  before  the  war  began,  and  when  I  had 
no  expeftation  of  ever  being  tried  in  this  way, 
it  had  been  a  fettled  belief  with  me,  that  it 
was  not  right  to  pay  fuch  taxes  ;  at  leafl  not 
right  for  me,  nor,  in  my  apprehenfion,  right 
in  itfelf ;  though  many  fincere  brethren  may 
not  at  prefent  fee  its  repugnancy  to  the  pure 
and  peaceable  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.  I  let  him 
know  I  did  not  wifh  to  put  him  to  any  trouble, 
but  would  be  glad  to  pay  it  if  I  could  con¬ 
fidently  with  my  perfuafion.  He  appeared 
moderate,  thoughtful,  and  rather  tender;  and, 
after  a  time  of  free  and  pretty  full  conver- 
fiition  upon  the  fubjeft,  went  away  in  a  pleafant 
difpolition  of  mind,  I  being  truly  glad  to  fee 
him  fo.  Divers  fuch  demands  were  made  of 
me  in  thofe  troublefome  times  for  divers  years : 

I  ever  found  it  bed  to  be  very  calm  and  can¬ 
did  ;  and  to  open,  as  I  was  from  time  to  time 
enabled,  the  genuine  grounds  of  my  refufal ; 
and  that,  if  poffible,  fo  as  to  reach  the  under- 
handings  of  thofe  who  made  the  demand. 

The  Lord,  who  is  ever  attentive  to  the 
good  of  fouls,  and  the  exaltation  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  is  on  his  way,  and  truth  will  more  fully 
break  forth  j  righteoufneft  will  come  into 
f  '  dominion  ^ 
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dominion  ;  the  mountrun  of  the  Lord*s  honfe 
will  furely  be  eftablifhed  above  all  the  other 
mountains  \  but  many  of  the  called,  through 
■Want  of  faithful  attention  to  tlie  call,  may 
novel  become  the  chofen  \  and  fo  never  come 
.forth  valiantly  in  the  teftimony,  nor  hand 
immovable,  nor  triumph  victorioufly,  in  the 
Lamb’s  warfare. 

I  think  I  have  feen  In  the  light,  that  too 
many  that  have  come  forth  in-  a-  depree  of 
true  heavenly  beauty,  and  through  the  fur¬ 
nace,  being  in  feme  degree  refined,  have  af¬ 
teryards  loved  this  prefent  world,  delighted 
in  its  friendfhrp,  rejoiced  in  earthly  accumu¬ 
lations,  and  let  go  their  hold  on  heavenly 
good.  Alas,  for  thefe  '  if  they  were  bur  as 
diligent  watchful  and  felicitous  for  Sion's 
we liare,  and  to  lay  up  treafures  in  heaven,  as 
they  are  to  gather  fomething  on  earth,  they 
would  be  hire  to  grow  rich  in  faith  and  good 
works,  and  become  heirs  of  the  heavenly 
kingdom*'  Thefe  can  never,  fo  long  as  their 
rejoicings  are  fo  much  in  earth’s  enchanting 
puriuits  and  acquilitions,  rightly  hear  truth'k 
holy  teftimony,  or  lift  up  its  liandard  to  the 
nations.  I'd  ay,  nay  r  t  ins  Hate  prepares  them 
to  hear  a  fupcrficial  hfcieis  teftimony;  blit 
very  commonly  to  reafon,  afgue,  and  dif- 
pure,  and  that  too,  as  they  think,  very  wifely, 
again!!:  the  riling,,  fereading,  and  increafe  of 
the  teftimony  and  government  of  the  Prince 
tft  peace.  It  there  is  not  a  diligent  waiting 
Wildoixi  s  gate,  and  in  the  valley  of  humili- 
-•  -  -  ation. 
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atlon,  in  the  true  faith  and  patience  of  the 
faints,  the  fenfe  of  'divine  things  is  gradually 
leilened  and  loft ;  and  inftead  thereof,  a  kind 
of  reafoning  takes  place,  wherein  the  divine 
life,  and  its  bleffed  teftimony,  is  ftifled  and 
rejefted  ;  and  thofe  who  hand  faithful  therein 
are  cenfured  and  condemned.  And,  O  thou 
exercifed  travailing  foul,  whoever  thou  art, 
hold  on  thy  way  ;  hold  foil  thine  integrity  ; 
be  not  difcouraged  at  the  lukewarmnefs  or 
want  of  true  judgment  and  difcerning  in 
others  ;  but  be  thou  valiant  for  the  caufe  of 
truth  in  thy  day ;  and  then,  notwithstanding 
ail  the  oppofition  thou  may  eft  meet  with, 
within  or  without,  the  Lord  will  be  thy  (hep- 
herd  ;  the  Holy  One  of  lfrael  will  watch  over, 
proteft,  and  defend  thee and  as  thou  leaned 
wholly  to  the  arm  of  his  help,  and  truffe(t 
(fed  fa  illy  in  his  divine  light  for  thy  leader, 
he  will  fur  el  y  uphold  and  fuftain  thee  through 
ail  thy  combats  and  fiery  trials  in  this  militant 
date :  and  when  thy  faithful  warfare  here 
below  is  fully  accomplifhed,  he  will  receive 
thee  into  his  glorious  church  triumphant, 
there  for  ever  to  join  the  ftiouts  and  hallelu¬ 
jahs  of  faints  and  angels,  in  a  glorious  and  un- 
fpeakable  participation  and  fruition  of  perfeft 
bleffednefs. 

«*  ..  .  x,  . 

Eighth  Month,  4th.  I  have  now  freedom 
to  commit  to  writing  a  little  of  what  I  have 
thought  of  the  culfotn  among  many  friends, 
of  calling  one  another  friend,  indead  of  call¬ 
ing  them  by  their  proper  given  names  ;  and 

'  .  I  think 
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I  think  it  deferves  fcrious  confideration,  why 
this  way  of  fpeaking,  to  thofc  whofe  names 
we  are  acquainted  with,  is  continued  in.  Is 
it  not  to  fliun  the  crois  ;  or  becaufe  calling 
perfons  by  their  names,  John,  James,  Peter, 
Paul,  &c.  founds  too  unmodiih,  or,  as  fome 
may  think,  difrefpeftful  ?  Is  there  nothing  of 
the  fpirit  of  the  world  in  thus  flinching  from 
ftri6t  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  ?  If  I  am  not 
miflaken,  w7e  lhall,  whenever  we  arrive  to 
the  blefled  eflate  the  apoflle  mentions,  of 
*  Having  every  thought  brought  into  captivity 
4  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,5  #  be  willing  to 
deny  ourfelves  and  take  up  the  crofs,  even  in 
things  that  appear  to  be  foolifhnefs  itfelf  to 
this  world's  wifdom ;  for  it  is  in  fuch  things 
that  God  in  his  wifdom  is  often  pleafed  to 
exercife,  and  prove  the  integrity  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  ;  in  order  to  confirm  and  eftablifh  their 
humiliation,  and  fubjeffion  of  will  to  him  and 
his  holy  law.  Here  pride  has  no  free  fcope ; 
the  fpirit  and  friendfhip  of  the  world  is  care¬ 
fully  renounced  ;  and  the  crofs  in  all  its  necef- 
fary  operations  fubmitted  to  and  embraced.  A 
plain  decent  drefs,  a  plain  houfe,  furniture, 
and  fare  in  all  things,  will  become  the  humble 
followers  of  a  meek  and  humble  Saviour : 
plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  language  will  bed 
adorn  a  real  Chriftian. 

In  thefe  days  I  often  renewed  covenant  with 
my  God — fat  much  alone — kept  filence — and 
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bore  his  yoke  and  rod  upon  me.  Many  days 
I  fpent  nearly,  if  not  quite,  without  condem¬ 
nation  ;  and,  I  believe,  without  fin  ;  though 
many  others  were  fo  fpent,  as  to  caufe  more 
or  left  of  anxiety  and  woe.  But  I  even  found 
the  miniftration  of  condemnation  was  truly 
glorious,  becaufe  it  prepared  my  mind  for, 
and  led  to,  the  more  glorious  miniftration  of 
juftification.  Fervent  was  the  engagement  of 
my  mind,  and  often  my  peace  flowed  like  a 
river,  and  Sion’s  welfare  fwallowed  up  almoft 
all  other  confiderations  and  concerns.  Much 
travail  did  I  often  feel  for  the  prefervation 
and  growth  of  the  Lord’s  vifited  children  ;  I 
mean  thofe  who  had  become  livingly  fenfible 
of  the  operations  of  his  divine  power  upon 
their  fpirits ;  and  to  fome  of  thefe  I  wrote, 
once  in  a  while,  an  encouraging  or  perfuafive 
letter.  A  confiderable  number  of  thefe  I  have 
by  me,  but,  to  avoid  fwelling  thefe  memoirs, 
I  omit  them  here,  as  alfo  a  great  part  of  the 
minutes  and  memorandums  which  I  made  of 
my  exercifes,  watchings,  drivings,  and  trials 
in  thofe  days.  In  the  time  of  waiting  oil  the 
Lord  in  filent  retirement  alone,  which  was 
moftly  my  daily  pra&ice,  it  fometimes  pleafed 
him  to  vail  his  holy  prefence  from  me,  in 
order  to  prove  my  patience  and  ftedfaft  reli¬ 
ance  upon  him  ;  and  fometimes  to  command 
a  folemn  awful  filence  in  me,  wherein  he  often 
flood  revealed  in  majeftick  all-lufficiency  before 
me,  in  a  manner  which  I  have  no  words  to 
convey  a  clear  idea  of,  to  any,  who  have  not 
experienced  the  fame  in  themfeives.  But  I 

am 
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am  'allured  that  all,  who  rightly  wait  upon 
him  in  their  own  minds,  will  find  him  a  God 
nigh  at  hand,  and  gracioufly  difpofed  to  re~ 
plenilh  and  fatisfy  the  (hungry  foul.  I  do  not 
believe  a  man  can  go  afide,  and  fit  down 
alone,  to  make  the  experiment,  merely  to  fee 
what  the  confequence  of  fitting  in  filence  will 
be,  without  a  real  hunger  and  heart-felt  tra¬ 
vail,  and  therein  be  favoured  with  the  flow¬ 
ings  of  the  holy  oil.  But  none  ever  wait 
rightly  and  perfeveringly  upon  God  in  vain. 
I  he  incomes  of  his  love  afford  more  true  joy, 
than  all  earth’s  richeff  enjoyments.  c  A  feafl 
c  of  fat  things,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  re- 
4  fined,5  *  is  the  comfortable  portion  of  his 
chofen. 


In  thefe  awful  approaches,  I  beheld  at  times 
with  clearnefs  the  kind  hand  of  the  Lord,  in 
leading  me  through  many  deep  probations.  I 
viewed  his  overturning  influence  among  men, 
in  thefe  outwardly  troublefome  times  ;  and 
now  and  then  my  profpefts  were  livingly  ex¬ 
tended  in  great  good-will,  and  rolling  of  bow¬ 
els,  towards  the  church  in  general,  and  fome 
-places  in  particular  ;  with  a  living'  evidence 
lealed  on  my  heart,  that,  if  I  abode  faithful,  I 
muff  devote  confiderable  time  in  the  fervice  of 
the  gofpel  in  my  day  and  generation.  My 
foul,  under  the  animating  influence  of  thefe 
openings  and  profpefts,' at  feafons,  bowed  in 
're wren t  proftrati-on  before  Emmanuel,  God 

with  us.  *  •  : ;  *  '  ’ 
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C  I  I A  P. 


4. 


JOB  SCOTT.  -  69 

C  II  A  P.  IV.  •  • 

On  Taxes  for  War . — Vi  fit  to  fome  Families  in 
Dartmouth ,  and  to  Mofes  Farrium ,  i/2  /j/j  /#/? 
Sicknefs.—  His  Marriage — Fz/zY  0/2  Rhode - 
JJl and. —Concerning  Spirituous  Liquors . — 0/2 
procuring  this  World’s  Goods.- — Thanf giving , 
a  Poem. — Family  Vifit  in  his  own  Monthly 
Meeting . 

AT  our  Yearly  Meeting  this  year,  1779, 
the  fubject  of  Friends  paying  taxes  for 

war,  came  under  folid  confideration.  Friends 

'  » 

were  unanimous,  that  the  teftimony  of  truth, 
and  of  our  Society,  was  clearly  againft  our 
paying  fuch  taxes  as  were  wholly  for  war  ; 
and  many  folid  Friends  manifefted  a  lively 
teftimony  againft  the  payment  of  thofe  in  the 
mixture ;  which  teftimony  appeared  evidently 
to  me  to  be  on  fubftantial  grounds,  arifing 
and  fpreading  in  the  authority  of  truth.  It 
was  a  time  of  refreihment  to-  an  exercifed 
number,  whofe  fpirits,  I  truft,  were  feelingly 
relieved,  in  a  joyful  fenfe  of  the  light  which 
then  fprung  up  among  us.  On  the  whole,  I 
am  renewTedly  confirmed  that,  however  the 
burden -bearers  of  the  prefent  generation 
among  us  may  hold  on  their  way,  or  fall 
fhort  and  give  back,  the  Lord*  will  raife  up 
a  band  of  faithful  followers,  who,  preferring 
jerufalem’s  welfare  to  their  chiefeft  joys,  will 
prefs  through  the  croud  of  reafonings,  and  fob 
low  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  leadeth  them. 
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In  thofe  days  I  pafTed  through  many  trials 
and  exercifes,  unknown  except  to  God  and 
my  own  foul  :  but  he  knew  my  heart,  and  all 
my  tribulations,  and  how  to  carry  me  through 
them ;  and,  bleffed  be  his  holy  name !  he 
fupported  and  bore  up  my  drooping  mind 
through  every  probation  and  befetment.  At 
times,  I  clearly  law  he  was  refining  me  in  the 
furnace  of  affliftion  :  then  why  Ihould  I  mur¬ 
mur  or  repine  ?  Or  why  doft  thou  murmur, 
O,  affli&ed  foul,  whoever  thou  art  ?  For 
,  unlefs  thou  endure  chafiifement  of  the  Lord, 
thou  art  a  baftard  and  not  a  fon.  By  his  fa¬ 
therly  chaftifements  he  brings  into  the  obedi¬ 
ence  and  filial  attachment  of  fons ;  he  enables 
to  fing  of  mercy  and  of  judgment ;  and  con¬ 
firms  his  children  in  a  ftedfaft  reliance  upon 
himfelf,  through  every  ftorm  and  tempeft. 
O  !  blefs  his  holy  name  for  ever.  Exalt  and 
_  praife  him,  even  for  the  turning  of  his  hand 
in  probation  ;  for  the  exercife  of  his  rod  in 
chafiifement.  It  is  all  for  good,  and  will  furely 
work  good  to  all  who  rightly  abide  the  trial. 
Indeed  every  trial  ought  to  be  received  with 
thankfulnefs,  as  intended  and  working  for  our 
good.  And,  feeing  a  filiations  are  oft  the  molt 
fubftantial  bleflings  to  a  true  Chriftian  traveller, 
let  us  in  true  reiignation  of  heart,  under  each 
painful  firoke,  afcribe  goodnefs  to  our  God  ; 
and,  in  the  pathetick  language  of  Young,  ren¬ 
der  him  the  tribute  of  thankfgiving,  and  fay, 

1  For  all  I  blefs  thee ;  molt  for  the  fever e 
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In  the  Twelfth  month  this  year,  in  company 
with  my  dear  friend  Elilha  Thornton,  I  vifited 
feveral  families  of  Friends  at  Dartmouth. 
It  was  a  time  of  great  trial.  I  was  fhut  up  in 
filence,  pain,  and  poverty  of  fpirit,  in  divers 
families.  I  felt  like  a  wanderer  through  a 
tracklefs  defert ;  yet,  not  being  eafy  to  quit 
the  fervice,  I  went  on  ;  but  flill  for  fome  time 
found  no  relief,  more  than  a  confcioufnefs  of 
integrity  to  my  God  ;  but,  magnified  be  his 
name  for  ever,  in  depth  of  diftrefs  he  heard 
my  cry,  and  arofe  with  healing  in  his  wings ; 
and  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  command  de¬ 
liverance.  My  tongue  again  was  looked  ;  and, 
■with  tendernefs  and  contrition,  I  declared  of 
his  dealings ;  with  gratitude  I  fang  of  his  fal- 
v-ation.  He  clothed  me  with  the  fpirit  of  {im¬ 
plication,  I  drew  near  him  with  renewed  con¬ 
fidence,  and,  after  feveral  feafons  of  relieving 
communication,  returned  home,  faying  in  my 
heart,  ‘  It  is  enough.’ 

The  31ft  of  the  Third  month,  1780.  I  went 
to  fee  my  much  beloved  friend,  Mofes  Farnum,' 
at  Uxbridge,  in  his  laft  fickr.efs.  His  diforder 
was  paralytick.  He  could  not  fpeak  fo  as  to 
communicate  much  of  his  mind  by  words  : 
but  the  lively  fenfibility  of  his  mind,  and  the 
tendernefs  and  brokennefs  of  his  fpirit,  were 
refrelhing  to  my  foul.  Divers  friends  were 
prefent,  and  nearly  all  were  melted  into  tears 
and  heart-felt  tendernefs.  He  was  juft  able 
to  make  us  fenfible  of  his  great  peace  of  mind 
in  his  late  religious  travels  j  and  that  the  feal 

and 
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and  evidence  of  divine  approbation  therein, 
was  now  impreffed  bn  his  mind.  Light  and 
life  appeared  to  triumph  over  all  in  him.  He 
feemed  refigned  to  every  trial ;  he  alfo  mani- 
feited  great  gladnefs  that  in  health  he  had 
fettled  and  difpofed  of  his  outward  affairs  to 
fatisfaftion.  On  the  nth  of  the  Fifth  month 
he  was  decently  buried,  having  gradually  de¬ 
clined,  until  death  removed  him  from  works  to 
rewards.  I  trull  he  now  enjoys  a  manlion  of 
undjtturbed  repofe  in  the  paradife  of  God. 
He  was,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  a  pillar 
in  the  Lord’s  houle,  a  faithful  watchman  on 

the  walls  of  Sion;  and  his  memory  is  precious. 

**  \  * 

On  the  i  ft  day  of  the  Sixth  month  this  year, 
1780,  at  our  Meeting;  in  Providence,  . I  was 
married  to  Eunice  Anthony,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  Anthony. — The  following,  I 
wrote  her  juft  after  my  firfl  addreffes  to  her 
on  account  of  marriage,  viz. 

\ 

if  r  7  9  *  ’  r-  v  7  1  r'1 

North  Providence,  2 2d  of  Firfl  Month,  1780. 

v  t»  . 

Moll  affectionately  beloved, 

After  reading  over  fever  al  memorandums,  of 
the  exercifes  my  poor  foul  has  paffed  through, 
in  my  pilgrimage  through  this  vale  of  tears, 
my  heart  falutes  thee  in  a  frefli  fpring  of  that 
love  which  I  feel  increafmg,  and  hope,  may 
never  wax  cold  towards  thee.  And  having 
felt  thee  abundantly  near  this  evening,  I  am 
free  to  write  what  revives  for  thy  perufal, 

.  hoping 
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hoping  it  may  be  ufeful  towards  our  rightly 
ftepping  along  through  time  together.  And 
firft,  dearly  beloved,  let  me  tell  thee,  that 
however  fliort  I  may  be  of  ftrift  adherence  to 
the  Light  of  Life;  yet  it  is  my  crown,  my 
chiefeft  joy,  to  feel  the  holy,  harmonious  in¬ 
fluences  and  inlhinings  of  the  love  of  Jefus  my 
Saviour  upon  my  foul ;  and  I  feel  that  without 
this  I  mufl  be  miferable  indeed.  I  alfo  believe 
that  the  true  enjoyment  of  the  marriage-union 
confifts  eminently  in  both  being  engaged  to 
draw  near  to  the  Lord,  and  aft  in  his  counfel ; 
which  I  not  only  wilh,  but,  in  a  good  degree 
expeft,  may  be  our  happy  cafe.  If  it  Ihould, 
though  we  have  as  it  were  a  dry  morfel  to 
partake  of,  as  to  the  things  of  this  life,  yet 
we  may  joy  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice  in  the 
God  of  our  falvation.  Thou  knoweft  I  haye 
no  great  things  to  invite  thee  to.  If  we  are 
joined  together  (the  which  I  trull  we  already 
meafurably  are),  we  mufl:  not  expeft  the  paths 
of  affluence— nao,  no. 

4  This  day  be  bread  and  peace  our  lot, 
c  All  elfe  beneath  the  fun, 

*  Thou  knowefl:  if  bed  bellow’d  or  not, 
c  And  let  thy  will  be  done/ 

This,  my  dear,  our  minds  mull  come  to,  if 
We  intend  to  be  happy ;  yet  this  I  know,  that 
one  who  cannot  lie  has  promifed  to  add  all 
things  necelfary  to  thofe  who  feek  firft  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  and  in  this  I  confide. 
Let  us  therefore  ignite  in  feeking  this  heavenly 
kingdom,  and  that  in  the  firft  place.  And 

£  may 
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may  we,  the  remainder  of  our  lives,  earneftly 
prefs  after  refignaiion  to  the  Lord’s  will  ;,  and, 
above  all  tilings,  drive  to  pleafe  him  who  only 
can  give  peace,  in  whatever  circumftances  we 
may  be.  Then,  I  truft,  the  guardian  angel 
or  his  holy  prefence  will  encamp  around,  and 
Ws  everlafting  arms  be  underneath  to  fupport 

larewel,  my  dear,  farewel  fays  thy  lure 
friend 

Job  Scott. 

T  ■  -  *  I 

While  I  was  from  home  at  our  Quarterly 
meeting  in  the  Seventh  month,  I  wrote  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Lord,  when  I  contemplate  on  thy  won¬ 
derful  cQndefcenfion  to  me  a  poor  worm  of  the 
duil ;  when  I  remember  thy  early  and  repeated 
calls  and  vifitations  ;  ? and  how  thou  pluckedft 
my  feet  out  of  the  mire,  and  led  me  into  the 
green  paftures  of  life,  filling  my  heart  with 
joy  and  gladnefs,  after  condemnation  for  evil, 
and  chaffifement  therefore  ;  my  foul  bows  in 
reverence  before  thee  ;  gratitude  affeffs  my 
heart. ,  But  alas  !  when  I  take  a  view  of  my 
fteppings  along  fmee  thofe  times,  my  want  of 
confiant  ftayednefs  in  covenant  with  thee,  the 
weaknefs  of  my  refolmions,  and  my  manifold 
infirmities  ;  mourning  and  lamentation  fills  my 
heart;  furrow  and  diftrefs  furround  me.  Lord, 
what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him? 
and  the  foil  of  map,  that  thou  vifitefl  him? 
Were  it  not  for  thy  mercies  J  mull  often  have 
been  rejected  ;  were  .it  .not  for  thy  tender 
compafiions,  I  mull  have  been  ihyc  up  in 
darknefs  and  perplexity.  But,  blefted  be  thy 
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holy  name,  through  judgment  and  correction 
thou  haft,  from  time  to  time,  reduced  me  to 
that  tendernefs,  wherein  the  flowings  of  thy 
love  are  felt  to  be  precious.  •  :  . 

»  ,  '  i'  \  ,  f't  *  *  <  v  ,  •  ,  • 

In  the  Twelfth  month  this  year,  our  Monthly 
meeting  entered  my  name  as  one  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  vifit  families.  My  circumftances  in 
life,  and  a  profpeft  I  had  of  vifiting  families 
on  Rhode  Ifland,  brought’  fome  difcourage- 
ment  over  my  mind  about  this  new  appoint¬ 
ment;  but  wifliing  well  to  the  fervice  at  home, 
and  trufting  in  the  Lord,  I  gave  up  to  it;  and, 
palling  on  from  time  to 'time,  I  had  fome  clofe 
exercife,  and  fome  feafons  of  folid  fatisfaftion. 

i,'  s  >  ,  .  }  •  j  j  ’  -  ,’f 

In  the  Firft  month,  1781,  I  went  to  Rhode 
Ifland,  and,  having  fuitable  company,  vilited 
about  forty-fix  families,  and  attended  feverah 
meetings  among  Friends  there.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  vifit,  I  pafied  through  a  time  of  pain¬ 
ful  dripping  for  a  (hort.  feafon  ;  yet  it  was  a 
time  of  great  openneis  and  divine  favour. 
Through  almoft  all  the  meetings  and  fittings. 
My  mind  was  flow,  humble,  and  dependant, 
almoft  conftantly  looking  for  the  way  to  (hut 
tip,  as  had  been  my  experience  at  fome  other 
times  :  but  now  it  pleafed  the  Shepherd  of 
ifrael  to  fit  and  qualify  for  fervice.  The 
holy  anointing  oil  flowed  livingly  among  us  ; 
truth’s  teflimony  was  again  and  again  ex-i 
aired  ;  the  Lord  s  name  and  goodnefs  mag¬ 
nified  and  praifed,  and  the  hearts  of  the  true 
worfliippers  rejoiced  ;  and  the  car  dels  fons 
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and  daughters  of  Sion  were  admonished  and 
warned.  I  returned  home  with  thankful  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  the  author  of  all  confolation, 
for  this  blefied  feafon  of  heavenly  enlarge^ 
ment  and  holy  confirmation.  I  was  greatly 
relieved  from  the  exercife  that  had  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  been  impreffed  upon  my  Spirit, 
conftraining  me  into  this  little  field  of  Service. 

A  concern  having  been  growing  among 
Friends  for  fome  time  pafl,  to  difeourage  the 
frequent  and  unneceffary  ufe  of  Spirituous  li¬ 
quors  ;  and  alSo  to  diffuade  all  our  members 
from  dealing  in  them  ;  Some  labour  was  be¬ 
stowed  with  luch  as  dealt  in  them  as  an  article 
of  trade.  They  appeared  well  difpofed  ;  and 
the  profpeft  was  encouraging,  that  Friends 
would  pretty  Soon  clear  their  hands  of  that  kind 
of  commerce.  And  the  ufe  of  Such  liquors  is 
much  laid  afide  among  Friends  in  New  Eng¬ 
land.  It  was  once  thought  very  difficult  to  do 
fome  kinds  of  bufinefs  without  them;  but  now 
it  is  found  by  experience,  that  bufinefs  is 
better  done,  and  health,  ftrength,  and  harmony 
better  promoted,  without  them. 

31ft  of  Third  month,  1781.  I  have  for 
years  felt  flrong  defires,  to  be  wholly  redeemed 
from  the  improper  purfuit  of  worldly  enjoy¬ 
ments,  and  even  from  all  defires  of  wealth, 
beyond  what  my  heavenly  Father  knoweth  I 
have  need  of ;  as  alfo  from  all  ufe  of  things, 
the  procuring  of  which  would  require  more 
of  my  time  than  would  be  confident  with  my 
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religious  duty ;  or  which  would  caufe  me,  or 
any  under  me,  to  labour  beyond  the  true 
medium ;  or  beyond  the  degree  which  belt 
promotes  health  of  body  and  tranquillity  of 
mind.  X  have  mourned  to  lee  the  true  ftandard 
fo  lamentably  departed  from  in  thefe  refpe&s, 
among  all  focieties  of  profelling  Chriftians. 
Multitudes  are  miferably  toiling  and  drudging, 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year, 
fcarce  allowing  themfelves  time  to  alfemble  for 
divine  worfhip,  nor  fcarce  time  to  reft  and 
refrelh  their  bodies.  And  many,  when  they 
do  get  to  their  religious  meetings,  are  too 
often  fo  exhaufted  by  immoderate  fatigue,  that 
they  are  fitter  for  fleep  than  divine  worlhip. 
I  am  fully  fatisfied,  if  men  would  keep  to 
that  holy  principle,  which  bounds  the  defires, 
and  gives  content  in  a  moderate  way  of  living, 
they  would  enjoy  more  folid  peace  and  hap- 
pinefs,  than  is  often  experienced  in  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  affluence,  or  in  the  walks  of  mag¬ 
nificence.  What  is  all  the  glitter  and  Ihew  of 
high  life  in  comparifon  of, 

What  nothing  earthly  gives,  nor  can  deftroy  ; 

The  foul’s  calm  funlhine,  and  the  heart- felt  joy ; 

True  virtue's  prize. 

-  ,  _  % 

Thoufands  are  anxioufly  aiming  to  keep  up 
an  appearance  which,  though  far  behind  many, 
is  yet  above  their  real  ability  to  fupport,  with¬ 
out  injury  to  their  circumftances.  Indeed  a 
little  (training  beyond  our  circumftances  may 
embarrafs  ms  through  life,  keep  us  upon  the 
toil,  and  difcompofe  our  minds  $  or  at  leaft 
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abforb  our  attention,  fo  as  to  embitter  our 
Jives,  or  prevent  that  true  quiet,  wherein  we 
might  dwell  fo  inward  and  refigned,  as  to 
acquaint  our/ehes  with  God ,  and  be  at  peace . 
Moreover,  it  is  too  commonly  the  cafe  that 
even  religious  people  (that  is,  fuch  as  have 
•been  really  fo  for  a  feafon),  when  they  ?ive 
way  to  this  dangerous  defire  of  wealth,  or  of 
Jiving  too  much  as  they  fee  others  live, 
gradually  lofe  ground  ;  until,  in  their  plan¬ 
ning  and  -contriving,  they  get  more  or  lefs 
in  a  way  of  over-reaching;  or,  at  leail,  of 
crowding  too  hard  upon  thofe  they  deal  with, 
bearing  them  down  in  their  prices,  or,  in  fome 
d  eg  re  c ,  extorting  too  great  a  price  for  things 
fold  them.  I  here  are  many  ways  to  opprefs 
a  little,  take  finall  advantages,  and  exercife 
fome  degree  of  extortion.  And  when  the 
mind  becomes  habituated,  and  gradually  re¬ 
conciled  to  a  lefs  degree,  the  way5  is  too  often 
paved  to  a  greater  degree ;  until  many  things 
will  go  down  pretty  eafily,  which  would  have 
fat  very  uneafy  upon  the  mind  in  days  of 
greater  tendernefs  and  more  confcientious  ex- 
aftnefs.and  holy  fear.  I  doubt  not  many  have 
feen  and  deplored  thefe  things  in  their  early 
progrefs,  and  thought  they  would  not,  for  all 
earth’s  glory,  be  overtaken  in  them  ;  and  yet, 
letting  out  their  defires  after  more  than  is 
meet  for  them,  have  Aid  gradually  into  the 
fame  error.  I  have  feen  the  progrefs  of  this 
fpirit  with  forrow,  and  mourned  over  fome 
who  have  been  grievoufly  entangled  and  en- 
fnared  in  it. — Oh !  thou  traveller  Sion-ward, 
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gee,  flee  for  thy  life,  from  all  thefe  allure¬ 
ments  ;  take  ■  God  for  thy  portion, .  and  his 
Holy  Spirit  for  thy  law  and  limitation.  Be 
content  with  what  is  convenient  for  thee  ; 
there  is  more  true  joy  therein,  than  in  all  the 
accumulations  of  avarice.  I  believe  it  will 
be  good  for  me,  and  all  that  would  live  godly 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  often  to  examine  impartially. 
Do  I  exercife  no  degrees  of  extortion  Ana 
I  redeemed  from  the  love  and  friendflnp  of 
the  World  ?  Do  I  not  give  way  to  defires  of 
living  above  what  truth  or  my  circumftances 
allow  of?  Am  I  not  in  the  ufe  of  fome  things 
which  are  not  neceflary  ?  If  thou  haft  this 
belief,  fee  :to  it,  and  endeavour  to  deny  tliy- 
felf,  and  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  things,  and 
{Applies  of  them,  as  thy  heavenly  Father 

knoweth  thou  hail  need  of. 

r  »  »  • 

At  our  Quarterly  meeting  in  die  Seventh 
month,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  vifit  the 
feveral  Monthly  meetings,  and  labour,  as 
ability  might  be  given,  for  a  reformation* 
Some  endeavours  were  ufed  to  diffuade  Friends 
from  that  ufe  of  things,  which  promote  not 
the  true  harmony  of  mankind,  nor  do  any 
effential  good  to  thofe  who  ufe.  them.  This 
ought  to  be  a  ferious  consideration  with  all 
Chriftians,  c  They  that  are  Chrift’s  have  cru- 
c  cified  the  fleili,  with  the  affe&ions  and  Rifts.'1* 
What  then  have  they  to  do  with  care,  toil,  and 
anxiety,  to  procure  things  needlefs ;  or  with 

*  Gal.  v.  24. 
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p;  me,  vanity,  and  indulgence,  in  the  ufe  of 
i  iunt  All  the  ufe  of  this  world’s  goods,- is 
but  to  provide  for  our  outward  comfort 

m.  thiS  B%e  through  life;  and  yet  how 
many  make  themfelves  Haves,  or  at  Jeafl:  greatly 
lehen  or  prevent  their  own  comfort  in  life,  by 

giving  way  to  the  influence  of  improper  de- 
lii-es,  and  imaginary  wants  ! 


nth  of  Twelfth  month,  1781.  Oh!  that 
l  may  be  preferred  preffing  forward,  with  full 
purpole  or  heart,  towards  a  Hate  of  perfeft 
freedom  from  fin.  I  know  well  that  no  one  fin 
can  be  mortified  and  overcome,  but  through 
aivine  affiftance ;  but  as.  certainly  as  the  power 
of  God  upon  us  can,  or  ever  does,  enable  us 
to  overcome  any  one  evil ;  fo,  certainly,  it  is 
a.  e  to  aflift  us  to  the  complete  overcoming 
ol  all;  and  we  may  rely  upon  it  he  will  re- 
deem  us  from  all  iniquity,  unlefs  the  flubborn- 
nds  of  our  wills  prevent.  If  Jerufalem’s 
children  had  given  up  their  own  wills,  Thrift 
would  have  gathered  them.  According  to  his 
own  tellimony,  he  would;  but  they  would  not. 


Fourth  month  22,  1782. 

Quietness,  as  a  canopy,  covers  my  mind. 

Great  God,  thy  name  be  bleft. 

Thy  goodnefs  be  ador’d  ; 

My  foul  has  been  diftrefs’d, 

But  thou  hall  peace  reilor’d.  ’ 


A  thank- 
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A  thankful  heart  I  feel. 

In  peace  my  mind  is  (laid ; 

Balfamic  ointments  heal. 

The  wounds  by  forrow  made. 

Though  elements  contend, 
Though  wind  and  waters  rage 

Fve  an  unlhaken  Friend, 

Who  doth  my  grief  afluage. 

Though  ftorms  without  arife, 
Emblems  of  thofe  within ; 

On  Chrift  my  foul  relies. 

The  facrifice  for  fin. 

Though  inward  florms  prevail, 
Affii&ing  to  endure ; 

I5ve  help  that  cannot  fail. 

In  Him  chat’s  ever  fure. 

Though  outward  war  and  ftrife. 
Prevail  from  fea  to  fea ; 

I’ve  peace  in  inward  life. 

And  that  fufficeth  me. 

Though  clamour  rear  its  head, 
And  ftalk  from  fhore  to  Ihore 

My  food  is  angels  bread : 

What  can  I  covet  more  ? 

Though  ill  reports  abound, 
Sufpicions  and  furmife, 

I  find,  and  oft  have  found, 

In  death  true  comfort  lies : 
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That  deatli  I  mean,  whereby 
Self-love  and  will  are  flain  ■, 

For  thefe  the  more  they  die, 

;  d  he  more  the  Lamb  doth  reign . 

-And  well  affur’d  I  am, 

True  peace  is  only  known, 

Where  He,  the  harmlefs  Lamb, 

Has  made  the  heart  his  throne. 

t 

Then,  then  may  tempefts  rage. 

Cannon  may  roar,  in  vain  ; 

The  Rock  of  every  age, 

i  he  Lamb ,  •  the  Lamb  doth  reign. 

Fifth  month  23d.  I  feel  breathings  of  foul 
to  be  fet  at  liberty  from  the  bondage  of  earthly 
cares,  that  they  may  have  no  more  fhare  of 
my  attention  than  duty  requires.  I  have  feen 
with  heart-felt  pain  the  ravages  of  a  worldly 
fpint ;  I  have  mourned  the  defolations  which 
the  love  of  gain  has  made,  among  many  who 
•  once  in  degree  renounced  it. 

»  «, 

* 

O  Lord,  God  Almighty,  I  pray  thee  arife 
for  our  help  ;  for  except  thou,  O  holy  Helper, 
|ielp,  there  is  no  help  for  us.  The  people 
whom  thou  haft  called  out  of  Egyptian  dark- 
nefs  ‘will  yet  perifh  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
never  enter  into  poffeffion  of  the  promifed 
land,  unlefs  thou,  O  mod  merciful !  again 
make  bare  thy  holy  arm  for  our  awakening 
and  furtherance  in  the  way  of  life. 


Our 
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Our  Yearly-meeting  this  year  was  gracioufly 
owned,  and  Overfhadowed  by  the  wing  of 
Ancient  Goodnefs.  The  Shepherd  watered  and 
fed  his  flock  ;  he  flickered  his  lambs,  and, pre¬ 
pared  a  banquet  for  his  cnofen,  and  made 
them  fweetly  reft  as  at  noon.- 

After  the  meeting  was  over,  the  language  of 
the  heart,  in  thankful  acknowledgment,  was 
a  language  of  praife.  I  knew  the  bleffing  was 
from  heaven  ;  I  knew  the  rain  was  not  at  our 
command  ;  nor  was  the  table  fpread,  and  the 
feafi  prepared,  but  by  the  bounteous  hand  of 
IfraePs  God.  Return,  O  my  foul,  to  the 
place  of  thy  reft,  for  the  Lord  thy  God  hath 
'dealt  bountifully  with  thee. 

The  continuation  of  divine  favour  for  fome 
little  time  after  this,  repeatedly  rejoiced  my  fpiriw 
At  length,  through  the  all-wife  overturnings  or 
him  who  ktiew  how  to  lead  me  on  m  fafety,  I 
waS  agajn  reduced  to  want,  and  had  to  feel 
much  inward  leannefs.  In  this  {fate  I  fcarce  * 
had  any  thing  to  rejoice  in  but  infirmities ;  but, 
rely i tig'. .on  him  w7hofe  covenant  is  as  fare  with 
the  night  as  with  the  day,  and  who  never  for- 
fakes  thofe  v7ho  do  not  fbrfake  him,  I  felt,  in 
the  midfb  of  my  (trippings,  and  was  therein 
flayed,  that  c  patience  in  low  times  is  an  excellent 
*  anchor ,  and  hope  bears  up  the  fould 

i  ,  ..  . ,  ‘ ■'  ,  ;  lr  , .  ■  )i 

Ninth  month  23d.  In  reading  the  occur¬ 
rences  of  Abraham’s  life  in  Elwood’s  Sacred 

-  . ,*v-  »  .  7,  ^ 

'Hiftory,  my  heart  was  deeply  aftefted. — Oh! 

-  e  6  his 
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Ills  faith,  how  firm !  his  devotion,  how  lively  ' 
See  him  leave  his  father’s  houfe,  hi  7ative 
and,  and  go  forth  at  the  call  of  the  Lord,  not 
hnowmg  whither  he  went.  See  him  erecting 
h.  altar  to  the  Moft  High,  and  ‘  calling  on 
he  name  of  the  Lord  the  everlafiing  God/ 

inee  , 'm  °,nTT^f0n^,s  mount5  refignlng  his  be- 

r  Jnr  r n  '  hifart’  unraoved>  can  view  the 

anfacW  offuch  a  life;  or  read  with  m- 

diffeience  the  dealings  of  the  Almighty  with 

this  father  of  the  faithful  ?_He  was  the^riend 

°  G°d’  *nd  God  was  his  friend.  O  that  we, 
\v  o  malt  the  light  of  gofpel  days,  were -true 
fucceflors  in  the  faith  of  Abraham  :  a  living 
aith  that  wrought  with  his  works,  and,  by  his 

works  of  righteoufnefs,  devotion,  and  true 
hohnefs,  was  made  perfefr. 

»  .  *  *  t 

In  the  Eleventh  month,  in  company  with 
other  friends,  I  vifited  upwards  of  feventy 
families  within  the  verge  of  our  Monthly  meet- 
ing;  had  great  fatisfaftion  in  fome  places,  and 
fullered  deeply  in  others.  The  Author  of  all 
good  was  with  us,  and  at  times  greatly  re- 
f  relhed  our.  fpirits.  In  the  courfe  of  this  vifit 
I  had  to  view  with  fadnefs  thofe  who  were 
overcome  by  the  god  of  this  world.  Others 
I  viewed  as  riling  above  the  world,  and  laying 
hold  c  n  eternal  life,  dhefe  felt  near  my  fpirit 
in/tbe  invisible  relationihip,  and  I  rejoiced  in 
their  fuccels  in  the  Lamb’s  warfare. 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

His  Removal  to  Gloucejler — His  Sifter  Sarah's 
Death — On  flent  Watting  in  Families — Vijit 
to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings — On 
Jlricl  Plainnefs  and  Simplicity  of  Living — Vijits 
Families  at  Richmond — The  true  Light :  Sun , 
Moon ,  and  Stars ,  alluded  to — On  the  fix  and 
/even  Days — On  the  /even  Seals . 

ON  the  5th  of  the  Fourth  month,  1782,  I 
moved  with  my  family  to  Gloucefter* 
within  the  limits  of  the  meeting  of  Uxbridge, 
a  branch  of  our  Monthly  meeting ;  having  for 
fome  time  before  believed,  under  divers  con- 
fiderations,  and  of  different  kinds,  that  it 
might  be  belt  for  me  to  fpend  a  portion  of  my 
time  in  that  neighbourhood,  about  eighteen 
miles  from  my  home  in  North  Providence.  I 
fully  expected  to  return  again  fome  time  or 
other,  but  did  not  know  when  it  might  be. 
I  remembered  the  movements  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  in  the  recollection  there¬ 
of,  a  degree  of  folid  latisfaftion  was  afforded 
me.  I  had  fome  outward  profpects  in  removing ; 
but  I  not  only  did  not  aim  at  wealth,  nor  ex- 
peft  an  increafe  of  outward  fubffance,  but  I 
had  other  and  I  truft  higher  motives  in  it  than 
related  to  my  own  temporal  concerns.  And, 
foon  after  I  became  fettled  there,  I  found  a 
field  of  fervice  opening  before  me  in  a  religious 

line. 
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Lnc,  a  fenfe  whereof  I  had  for  fonie  time  had 
upon  my  mind  previous  to  this  removal.  There 
Vi  c  i  c  u  iew  precious  fouls  here,  deeply  and  well 
engaged  in  the  caufe  of  truth ;  and  with  whofe 
fpirits  1  was.  often  livingly  united  in  travail  for 
the  welfare  of  Sion,  and  building  of  her  walls. 
\'It  hau  times  o!  deep  probation  ;  and,  through 
holy  help,  many  feafons  of  rejoicing  together 
in  the  Lord.  On  the  whole,  I  had  frequent 
confirmations  that  my  being  here  was  promotive 
at  leaft  of  my  own  growth  in  the  everlafting 
truth.  Lord  God  of  all  the  holy  ancients !  be 
with  me  I  pray  thee,  and  guide  me  in  the  way 
wherein  thou  wouldeft  have  me  to  go  :  no  mat¬ 
ter  where  or  when,  fo  that  thy  never- failing 
prefence  goes  with  me  in  all  my  travels  .thtough 
the  wildernefs  of  this  world,  to  a  houfe  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Amen  ! 

Very  foon  after  my  removal,  my  dear  filler 
Sarah  Hazard,  died  at  her  home  in  South- 
Kingfton.  She  was  a  religious  .'woman.  She 
improved  much  in  true  Chriftiiii J  refignation, 
and  died  in  a  frefli  and  living  fenfe  of  heavenly 
joy.  I  attended  her  burial,  enjoying,  in  the 
mid  ft  of  my  mourning,  a  fatisfa&ion  in  a  full 
belief  that  her  removal  from  a  world  of  anxie¬ 
ties  and  cares,  was  a  removal  to  an  inheritance 
in  the  manlions  of  blifs. 

I  have  been  renewedly  confirmed  in  the  great 
advantage  to  families,  and  even  to  fma'fi  chil¬ 
dren,  that  refults  from  fitting  down  in  folemn 
filence,  and  therein  waiting  upon  God.  I 

have 
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have  fecn  the  children  much  broken  and  ten¬ 
dered  in  fuch  feafons;  fo  that,  even  when  there 
has  not  been  a  word  fpoken,  the  tears  have 
rolled  down  their  cheeks,  and  their  looks  have 
been  evidently  expreffive  of  heart-felt  fenfa- 
tions.  This  practice  alfo  learns  them  filence 
and  fubjeciion  3  it  curbs  their  wills  and  habitu¬ 
ates  them  to  reflraint,  and  a  patient  waiting 
for  their  parents  permiflion,  to  engage  in  their 
little  diverfions.  The  habits  of  lilence,  fub- 
jeftion,  and  patient  waiting  for  permiflion,  are 
very  ufeful  to  children  from  infancy  to  mature 
age,  and  many  fuffer  much  for  want  of  it.  I 
have  alfo  feen  much  advantage  to  children,  and 
indeed  to  whole  families,  from  the  praftice  of 
a  folemn  paufe  at  meals  :•  it  learns  children  ftill- 
nefs,  decency,  and  reverence  ;  and,  where  it 
is  done  in  a  feeling  manner,  with  minds  rightly 
turned  to  feel  after  God,  and  experience  his 
blefling,  and  is  not  praftifed  in  a  flight  formal 
manner,  it  tends  to  feafon  and  folemnize  the 
minds  of  young  and  old.  I  have  feen  it  done 
in  a  very  carelefs  lifelefs  manner,  with  fcarce 
any  reverence  ;  divers  of  the  family  converfing 
not  far  from  the  table,  and  fcarce  any  fenfe  of 
the  divine  prefence  prevalent  in  the  minds  of 
thofe  around  it  ;  and  perhaps  the  paufe  fcarce 
long  enough  to  allow  of  much  folid  fenfibility 
or  reverential  acknowledgment  of  the  favours 
received  from  the  bounty  of  a  gracious  God, 
in,  the  ample  provisions  of  his  providential  care 
for  our  bodies,  or  his  continued  extenfion  of 
fatherly  regard  to  our  immortal  fouls.  I  think 
inch  an  undevout  appearance  can  be  very  little 
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to  the  divine  acceptance ;  but  where  a  proper 
paufe  is  ooferved,  and  the  Lord  is  therein 
ferioufly  fought  to  ;  the  mind  being  feelingly 
impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  his  aid  and  affiftance, 
and  all  branches  of  the  family  reverently 
filent  \  it  is  an  oblation  well-pleafing  in  the 
fight  of  God,  and  very  ufeful  to  fuch  families. 
I  am  morally  certain,  that  I  have  many  a  day 
gone  through  the  cares  and  concerns  of  life, 
with  much  more  compofure,  {lability,  fatis- 
faftion,  and  propriety,  for  the  {Length  and 
afliftance  I  have  found  in  drawing  near  to  God 
in  folemn  filence  in  my  family  *  and  I  wilh  the 
practice  of  reverently  adoring  him  in  this  way, 
may  increafe  more  and  more. 

Our  Yearly-meeting  this  year  was  a  favoured 
feafon  :  divers  weighty  matters  were  tranfafted 
in  love  and  Chriftian  condefcenfion  through  the 
qualifying  influence  of  the  mailer  of  our  affem- 
blies  who  gracioufly  owned  this  our  annual  fo- 
lemnity  by  the  overfhadowing  of  his  love  and 
life-giving  prefence.  Some  fuitable  advices 
were  fent  down  to  the  inferior  meetings  upon 
fundry  important  fubjefts. 

After  this  meeting,  in  company  with  divers 
other  friends,  who  with  myfelf  were  under 
the  Yearly-meeting’s  appointment  to  vifit  the 
Quarterly  and  Monthly-meetings,  I  vifited 
Acoakfet,  Dartmouth,  Nantucket,  Sandwich, 
and  Swanzcy  Monthly-meetings,  Sandwich 
Quarterly-meeting  held  at  Nantucket,  and  our 
own  at  Smithfield.  We  found  a  want  of 
*  -  charity 
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charity  in  fome  few  very  ftrift  in  outward 
plainnefs ;  who,  from  a  mifguided  zeal,  held 
others  too  much  at  a  diftance,  on  account  of 
their  not  appearing  equally  plain  with  them- 
felves  in  drefs,  &c.  which  was  caufe  of  grief 
to  me.  Yet  I  am  a  hearty  well-wilher  to  plain- 
nefs  ;  I  grieve  to  fee  the  forrowful  departure 
from  it  into  pride  and  fuperfmity ;  I  never  faw 
an  inftance  of  any  very  confiderable  departure 
of  this  kind,  but  I  had  reafon  to  be  ^con¬ 
vinced  that  a  real  lofs  was  fuftained  by  the 
individuals,  or  their  b eft  advancement  pre¬ 
vented.  But  I  have  fullered  much  deep  diftrefs 
of  foul,  under  a  painful  and  depreffing  fenfibility 
of  that  contra&ed,  illiberal,  and  harfh  fpirit, 
which  in  fome  inftances  has  the  afcendency, 
leading  them  into  extremes  without  the  life. 
I  know  the  truth  leads  into  great  regularity 
and  circumfpeftion  of  life  ;  and  I  abhor  that 
light  chaffy  fpirit  that  makes  ridicule  of  it,  and 
lightly  efteems  the  exemplary  appearance  and 
true  religious  zeal  of  the  faithful.  I  doubt  not 
many  libertine  minds  may  lay  hold  of  fuch  re¬ 
marks  as  the  above,  to  juftify  their  own  devi¬ 
ations  from  the  plain  path  of  truth,  the  narrow 
way  that  leads  to  life ;  and  think  thereby  to 
fcreen  themfelves  from  the  juft  judgment  of 
truth  through  the  brethren  :  but  this  will  not 
avail  them ;  the  way  remains,  as  ever  of  old, 
a  narrow  way,  a  way  of  felf -denial  and  the 
daily  crofs.  But  Oh!  unhappy  and  deluded 
people,  whoever  they  are,  that  in  their  zeal 
for  externals,  lofe  charity  !  They  depart  from 
the  life,  and  lay  hold  on  formality :  for  all  out¬ 
ward 
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ward  things  in  religion  dwindle  unavoidably 
nuo  foimality,  in  proportion  as  charity  is  de¬ 
parted  h  om,  and  zeal  takes  place  in  things 
pertaining  to  the  outfide  of  the  cup  and  platter, 
without  a  living  fenfe  of  the  inward  fpring  of 
hie  ;  which  can  never  be  experienced  without 
living  fervent  charity.  1  he  re  fore  let  us  ever 
keep  fteadiiy  to  our  plain  way  of  living,  in  the 
life  of  truth  :  for  I  am  allured,  fo  far  as  rt  is 
rightly  kept  to,  truth  owns  and  fupports  it  ; 
and  its  influence  on  the  mind  is  very  beneficial. 
But,  Oh,  that  we  may  ever  be'preferved  from 
a  narrow,  rafh,  cenforious  fpirit ;  and  from 
over-rating  any  outward  regularity,  or  exaft 
living ;  left,  as  we  grow  in  -the  form,  we 
dwindle  as  to  the  life.  Although  thefe  re¬ 
marks  may. not  have  a  very  extenfive  influence 
in  rightly  guarding  others ;  yet  I  muft  write 
what  I  have  to  write  and  leave  it ;  hoping 
divine  Providence  wall  yet  build  up  Sion  and 
fortify' jerufalem,  direfting  the  courfe  of  the 
fincere  hearted  between  all  the  extremes,  in 
the  hire  and  fafe  path  of  virtue ;  where  a 
lively  aflive  zeal  is  tempered  with  liberality 
of  heart  and  fentiment,  in  the  flowings  of  true 
charity. 

i 

‘  f  i  <  v 

We  laboured  in  the  Monthly-meetings  as 
ability  was  afforded,  and  I  trufl  to  fomeVoiid 
fatisfatftion.  I  got-  home  to  my  dear  wife  and 
family  the  8th  of  the  Seventh  month,  and, 
finding  them  tolerably  well,  I  left  home  next  day 
to  attend  our  own  Quarterly-meeting.  Here  I 
was  rather  too  aftive  in  difcipline. — I  have 
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found  it  my  bufinefs,  fometimes  of  late,  to  be 
more  inward  in  travail,  and  lefs  aftive  in  the 
exercife  of  the  wholefome  rules  of  fociety  than 
I  once  was  ;  2nd  believe,  when  I  have  obeyed 
the  call  into  this  inward  (till  abode,  and  there 
felt  my  loins  rightly  girded,  it  has  contributed 
much  more  to  the  right  exercife  of  the  difci- 
pline,  than  when,  through  a  defire  for  its 
proper  adminiftration,  I  have,  by  over-acting, 
feemed  to  do  a  good  deal  for  its  execution. 

In  the  night,  the  9th  of  the  Eighth  month, 
there  was  a  fro  ft,  which  killed  fome  of  the  Ve¬ 
getables,  even  fome  Indian  corn.  This  being 
fo  very  early  in  the  year,  and  coming  after  a 
feafon  of  many  refreftiing  fhowers,  and  at  a 
time  of  very  fair  and  promifmg  profpeft  of 
plentiful  crops,  my  mind  was  led  into  a  train 
of  ferious  refleftions,  how  the  Almighty,  who 
had  thus  brought  forward  our  fields  and  prof- 
pefts,  could  cut  them  all  off;  and  how  entirely 
dependant  we  are  upon  his  bounty  for  every 
blefling.  Were  his  compaffions  to  fail,  his 
providential  aids  to  be  withdrawn,  alas!  we, 
poor  frail  mortals,  fliould  foon  perifti. 

»  r  «  - 

In  the  Ninth  month,  I  vifited  friends  fami¬ 
lies  at  Richmond,  New-Hampfhire,  a  very 
diftant  branch  of  our  Monthly-meeting.  At 
feveral  of  our  meetings  at  Uxbridge,  not  long 
after  this,  I  had  livingly  to  found  an  alarm 
among  Friends ;  and  my  foul  humbly  rejoiced 
in  the  relief  I  obtained  in  thefe  few  favoured 
meetings. 
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1784?  2d  of  Second  month.  The  exercifes 
of  my  mind  have  for  fome  time  paid  rather  in- 
creafed;  infomuch  that,  for  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  time,  I  have  felt  like  being  in  the  fur- 
nace,  efpecially  in  meetings,  but  much  fo  out 
of  them  alfo.  Indeed  it  has  felt  like  the  power 
and  fire  of  the  Lord,  laying  hold  of  the  remains 
of  pride  and  evil  in  me,  and  burning  like  an 
oven;  that  is,  inwardly  and  fervently. —  May 

all  be  confumed  that  cannot  abide  the  fiery 
trial  ! 

**  ?*  t  t 

And  it  has  been  gradually  from  time  to  time 
opened  and  fealed  on  my  mind,  that  a  part  of 
the  Scriptures,  which  many  generally  under¬ 
hand  to  fpeak  only  of  outward  things,  may 
be  underffood  by  the  truly  enlightened  to 
convey  inward  and  fpiritual  inhru&ion.  God’s 
delign  is  to  confound  the  wifdom  of  the  wife, 
and  bring  to  nought  the  underftanding  of  the 
prudent.  He  has  hidden,  and  will  hide,  divine 
things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  reveal 
them  unto  babes. 

T  he  natural  man  not  only  does  not ,  but  cannot , 
know  them,  becaufe  they  are  only  ‘  fpiritually 
c  difcerned.’  To  this  purpofe  Chrift  fpake  in 
parables,  that  fuch  as  had  an  eye  inward  to 
the  divine  light,  which  alone  gives  the  true 
fpiritual  difcerning,  might  underhand,  receive, 
and  know  the  myheries  of  his  kingdom ;  while 
all  the  wife  and  learned  couldvbut  guefs,  mif- 
take,  humble,  and  be  confounded. — So  when 
the  difciples  alked  him  why  he  fpake  in  parables, 
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he  informed  them  it  was  becaufe  it  was  given 
to  them  to  know  thefe  things,  but  to  others  it 
was  not  given.  It  was  not  given  to  them,  to 
the  exclufion  of  any  in  the  fame  {late  of  inward 
feeking,  docility,  and  childlike  fimplicity# 

God’s  defign  was  then,  and  ever  will  be, 
to  hide  thefe  things  from  all  fuch  as  are  driving 
to  know  them  by  their  own  mere  natural 
powers :  they  may  and  do  fludy  the  Scriptures, 
and  reafon  very  copioufly  upon  them,  and 
think  they  clearly  comprehend  their  meaning ; 
and  yet  remain  in  total  darknefs,  as  to  the 
fpiritual  import,  meaning,  and  myflery  of  many 
paffages,  which  they  are  ftrongly  perfuaded 
they  underfland  rightly# 

Before  this  wifdom  and  creaturely  compre- 
henfion,  the  dumbling-block  is,  by  God’s  de¬ 
termination  and  counfel,  laid;  on  purpofe  laid, 
that  man  ever  may  {tumble  and  fall,  and  be 
fnared  and  taken,  fo  long  as  he  goes  this  way 
to  work  to  underfland  divine  things : — not  that 
God  determines  any  certain  number  of  perfons 
{hall  fo  Humble,  and  be  fnared,  &c.  but  all 
univerfally  on  this  ground,  and  in  this  wifdom  ; 
for  through  all  ages  it  is  true,  ‘  If  any  man 
6  think  that  he  knoweth  any  thing,  he  know- 
*  eth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know.  ’  * 
Even  Paul  declares,  c  I  know  nothing  by 
6  myfelfd-j- 

\ 
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While  Paul  thought  he  knew  fomething  di¬ 
vine  by  or  of  himfelf,  his  reafoning  rofe  againfl 
the  Mefliah,  and  with  all  his  might  he  fought 
againfl  the  only  true  way  of  falvation.  So,  in 
degree,  it  will  be  with  all.  If  they  think  they 
know,  even  any  thing  divine  of  themfelves,  or 
by  the  exercife  of  th'eir  own  creaturely  fa¬ 
culties,  they  have  never  yet  learned  anything 
as  they  ought ;  for  as  foon  as  they  know  any 
thing  as  they  ought ^  they  fee  and  know  that 
they  knew  nothing  by  or  of  themfelves ;  but 
are  altogether  beholden  to  a  fpiritual  difcern- 
ing  from  the  divine  light  filming  in  their  hearts, 
to  give  them  this  knowledge.  Hence  fays  the 
apoflle,  c  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to 
c  fliine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  fliined  (take 
notice  where  this  fhining  is)  in  our  hearts,  to 
4  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
4  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.’* 

t  •  *  r  “  ,  '  » 

Here,  firft,  it  is  God  that  hath  Jhined ;  fe- 
condly,  it  is  c  in  our  hearts ;  ’  thirdly,  it  is  to 
give  us  what  we  had  not  before,  and  could  not 
have  without  this  infhining,  that  is,  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  of  his  own  glory  ;  fourthly,  it  is 
4  in  the  face  of  Jefus  ChriJF — his  inward  ap¬ 
pearance,  whereby  he  caufeth  his  light  to  Jhine 
upon  us ,  in  order  that  we  may  be  faved ;  that 
we  can  ever  fee  4  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
4  of  the  glory  of  God,*  according  to  the  true 
faying,  4  In  thy  light  {hall  we  fee  light. His 
light  fhining  4  in  our  hearts/  is  the  only  poffible 

«  *  *  •  *  I  *  JL  .  4”*  >  t  '  <  ' 

t  .  »  •  4  ,  * 

*  2  Cor.  iv,  6.  f  Pfalm  xxxvi,  9. 
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medium  wherein  and  whereby  we  can  fee  God, 
or  clearly  difcern  his  glory :  for  it  is  an  eternal 
truth,-  c  Whatfoever  doth  ;make  manlfeft  is 
light/  *  Natural  light  manifefts  natural  things, 
and  fpiritual  and  divine  light,  fpiritual  and 
divine  things.  As  water  rifes  but  to  the  height 
of  the  fountain  head,  and  as  effe&s.  cannot 
exceed  th,eir  caufe,.  fo  nothing  (hort  of  divine 
light  can  ever  fully  manifeft  him  to  the  mind 
of  man. . 


The  Scriptures  will  ever  remain,  in  great 
degree,  a  fealed  book,  to  the  mere  natural 
understandings  of  the  wifeft  o'f.  men.  Volume 
after  volume  of  commentaries  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  upon  them,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  have 
often  fer-ved,  as  a  certain  author  has  advanced, 
to  entomb,  rather  than  enihrine  them  ;  or  to 
darken,  rather  than  explain  their  genuine 
meaning.  Thoufands  pafs  the  time  of  their 
fojourning  here  below,  hoodwinked  and  muf¬ 
fled  up  in  darknefs,  under  the  baleful  influence 
of  this  kind  of  theological  or  fyfjematical  know¬ 
ledge  or  /peculation,  fal/ely  called  divinity. 
But,  in  the  midft  of  ail  this. learned  ignorance, 
and,  in  degree,  acquired  ’  blindnefs,  which 


overruns  the  nations ;  the  God  of  grace  is  not  ' 
wanting  in  the  extenfion  of  his  own  immediate 
rays  upon  the  minds  of  men.  Thofe  who  turn 
from,  difregard, .  and  rebel  againil:,  the  light, 
are  julBy  left  in  darknefs,  for  being,  as  thofe 
in  Job’s  days,  ;  Of  them  who  rebel  againil 
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4  the  light,  they  know  not  the  ways  thereof, 
4  nor  abide  in  the  paths  thereof/  *  But  thofe 
who,  while  they  4  have  light,  believe  in  the 
4  light/  and  walk  in  it,  4  they  become  the 
4  children  of  it/  f  and  are  led  into  all  truth . 

—  %  .  '  .  V .  -  v 

I  may  now  proceed  with  my  own  exercifes 
and  openings.  It  was  clearly  given  me  to  be¬ 
hold  many  deep  things  in  the  vifions  of  God ; 
things  which  the  wifdom  of  the  natural  man, 
though  high  in  profeffion  of  divine  knowledge, 
would  probably  laugh  at  and  defpife,  and  me 
for  my  weaknefs,  were  I  tQ  unfold  them.  But 
though  I  may  not  at  prefent  be  permitted  to 
unfold  much,  I  may  fay  I  have  feen  clearly  to 
my  full  fatisfa&ion,  that  Mofes,  in  writing  of 
creation,  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  of  things  in 
the  upright  and  in  the  fallen  (late,  wrote  in 
the  pure  openings  of  divine  light,  though  very 
little  underltood  by  men  in  the  firft  nature  and 
{late.  It  is  alfo  plain  and  evident  to  my  mind, 
in  the  light,  that  the  prophets  faw  things  in 
the  holy  light  of  Jefus,  and  fpake  of  them  in 
very  inftru&ive  metaphors  and  expreffions, 
though  hid  from  and  unperceived  by  the  wife 
and  learned. 

Many  a  fermon  has  been  preached  by  thofe 
who  call  themfelves  minifters  of  Chrift,  upon 
parts  of  paflages  out  of  the  prophets,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Scriptures ;  many  heads  of  doftrine 
raifed  from  them  $  many  divifions  and  fub- 

*  Job  xxiv.  13#  f  John  xiu  36. 
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divifions  made,  much  explanation  attempted, 
and  much  art  and  oratory  difplaved ;  and  yet 
the  life,  marrow,  and  main  importance  of  the 
paffage,  entirely  unfeen  and  untouched  by  the 
fpeaker,  and  little  or  no  inftru&ion  conveyed 
to  the  hearers  :  and  all  for  want  of  a  ipiritual 
difcerning  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  Scriptures. 

Thus  alfo  the  do&rines  of  Chrift  and  his 
apoflles,  as  to  their  mod  lively  and  fpiritual 
fignification,  are  to  this  day  hid  from  the  wife 
and  prudent,  and  fealed  up  with  feven  feals  to 
all  who  witnefs  not  their  opening  by  the  lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  who  alone  unfeals  them. 
To  thefe  they  are  gradually  opened,  not  all  at 
once.  c  I  have  many  things/  fays  this  won¬ 
derful  counfellor  and  opener,  6  to  fay  unto 
c  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now.9  *  So 
he  opens  progreffively,  as  we  are  able  to  re¬ 
ceive,  one  feal  after  another.  There  are  feven 
feals ,  becaufe  none  can  ever  come  to  the  full 
underftanding  of  the  whole  myftery,  and  have 
all  the  book  of  life  laid  open ,  until  they  reft,  and 
ceafe  wholly  from  man,  from  themfelves ,  and  all 
their  own  workings ,  gueffings,  and  conceivings ; 
which  ever-  will  attend  them,  more  or  lefs, 
through  the  fix  working  days,  until  they  come  to 
the  complete  fabbath  of  reft  on  the  feventh  day  ; 
wherein  they  c  reft  from  their  own  works  as 
6  God  did  from  his.’  j-  Here  God  becomes 
their  all  in  all ,  their  whole  dependance  for 
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opening  and  illumination;  and  therefore 

feventh-  fea l  is  opened,  and  the  heavenly 
myftery  difclofed.  ^ 

And  now,  in  confirmation  that  this  is  the 
meaning  of  the  number  /even ,  as  comprehen- 
five  of  alb  the  feals  that  can  poftibly  feal  up 
divine  truth  from  man,  let  us  obferve,  that 
when  John  calls  upon  him  that  has  wifdom , 
(divine  wifdom,  for  all  elfe  ever  fails)  to  count 
the  numoer  of  the  beaft ,  or  the  number  of  his 
name,  which  he  exprefsly  fays,  ‘  Is  the  num- 
&  ber  of  a  man,’  *  he  plainly  Ihews  us  that  the 
whole,  the  utmoft  number  of  a  man,  and  of 
all  his  workings,  buildings,  comprehendings, 
and  conceivings,  which  make  up  the  whole 
lite,  power,  policy,  religion  and  worfhip  of 
tne  beaft,  is  comprehended  in  fixes — and  that 
there  is  not  one  feven  in  it  all.  For,  fays  he, 
his  number  is  fix  hundred  three-fcore  and 
aix,  mat  is,  666.  Here  we  fee,  that  although 
the  workings  of  a  man'  may  be  multiplied  to 
ten  times,  and  even  an  hundred  times  of  the 
fix  working  days,  wherein  he  refts  not  from 
his  own  works,  nor  comes  to  the  true  fabbath 
(wherein  no  creaturely  work  is  done,  not 
even  a  fire.'  of  his  own  fparks,  or  creaturely 
animation  and  warmth,  kindled),  it  is  all  but 
the  number  of  the  beaft  or  falfe  worfhip,  and 
man-made  creeds  and  fyftems.  On  the  real 
Sabbath,  wherein  the  true  reft  from  every 
thing  creaturely  is  witnefled,  and  God  is  all 
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in  ally,  the  worfhip  is  divine,  the  feals  are 
opened  even  to  the  /event  h,  the  myftery  is 
feen,  God  (lands  revealed  to  the  foul,  his 
works  are  known,  and,  in  the  true  knowledge 
of  him,  the  beginning  of  eternal  life  is  enjoyed 
even  here  on  earth  :  for  it  is  the  real  knowledge 
of  God ,  not  the  ideal  conceivings,  that  is  the 
eternal  life  of  immortal  fpirits.  And  until  this 
is  attained,  do  as  much  as  we  will  in  the  fixes  ^ 
there  is  the  one  thing  needful  wanting,  which, 
while  it  is  wanting ,  cannot  he  numbered  .*  for 
indeed  we  can  never  number  or  perceive  it 
clearly,  truly  and  fully,  fo  long  as  the  feventh 
feal  remains  unopened  to  us.  For  until  they 
are  all  opened,  we  (hall  ever  be  liable  to  be 
gueffing,  contriving,  inventing,  and  hewing 
out  broken  ciflerns  to  ourfelves.  Many  may 
and  do  fuppofe  the  opening  of  the  feals  is  only 
hereafter  ;  but  thofe  to  whom  they  are  opening 
and  opened,  know  they  have  their  opening 
here  in  time  progrelhvely :  but  this  is  only  as 
God  is  waited  upon .  For  unlefs  we  wait  upon 
him  for  the  opening,  we  are  ever  liable  to 
obfcure  our  own  minds,  and  cloud  our  under- 
ftandings,  by  our  own  bufy  workings  and  fpe- 
culations ;  and  therefore  at  the  opening  of  the 
feals,  chap.  vi.  the  call,  4  Come  and  fee,’  was 
divers  times  repeated  ;  intimating  that  we  muft 
come  quite  away  from  our  own  notions  and 
imaginations,  keep  a  Angle  eye  to  the  light  of 
life,  waiting  upon  God  in  and  through  the 
divers  openings.  In  this  attentive,  Angle,  wait¬ 
ing  ftate,  deep  *myfteries  are  opened.  But, 
inltead  of  peace  to  the  carnal  mind,  the  open- 
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uigs  begin  with  the  voice  of  thunder.  For 
when  the  Lamb  opened  the  firft  feal,  John 
c  heard  as  it  were  the  noife  of  thunder/  verfe 
i.  i  or  terrible  things  in  judgment  accompany 
that  abafement  of  creaturely  pride  and  com- 
prehenfion,  through  which  the  vail  is  rent,  and 
the  feals  that  have  fhut  up  the  underftanding 
opened.  c  Sion  fliall  be  redeemed  with  judg- 
6  ment/* 

In  this  work  of  redemption,  renovation,  and 
removal  of  the  feals  (for  it  goes  on  gradually 
together),  the  Lord  who  is  light  in  himfelf, 
and  ever  dwells  in  the  light,  that  is,  in  his 
own  effence,  appears  to  our  minds  as  breaking 
through  the  clouds.  The  clouds  are  in  us 
and  not  in  him  ;  and  in  difpelling  them,  that 
fo  the  feals  may  be  opened,  he  appears  in  ways 
of  terror  and  amazement  to  the  creature,  re- 
prefented  by  the  ‘  noife  of  thunder /  Thus  we 
read  in  another  place,  c  Clouds  and  darknefs 

*  are  round  about  him/-}-  and  c  with  God  is 

*  terrible  majejlyd  J  And  experience  abundantly 
confirmeth,  that,  in  difperfion  of  the  clouds , 
he  often  appears  in  terrible  majefty  indeed ; 
caufing  the  thunders,  and  indeed,  before  the 
whole  myftery  is  difclofed  even  j even  thunders , 
to  utter  their  voices.  Hence  we  find,  chap.  x.  i. 
John  faw  a  *  mighty  angel  come  down  from 

*  heaven/  and  though  c  a  rainbow  was  upon 
4  his  head,  and  his  face  was  as  it  were  the  fun, 
c  and  his  feet  as  pillars  of  fire/ — yet  (Oh ! 
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divine  inftru&ion),  he  was  4  clothed  with  a 
«  cloud/  This  cloud  muft  be  removed  before 
the  whole  myftery  could  be  revealed  ;  and  in 
order  to  it,  4  He  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  as 
4  when  a  lion  roareth  ;  and  when  he  had  cried, 

4  feven  thunders  (note  their  number)  uttered 
4  their  voices/  Lefs  than  feven  would  have 
been  fliort  of  the  complete  reft,  ,  wherein  the 
whole  myftery  is  completed.  4  But  in  the  days 
4  of  the  voice  of  the  feventh  angel,  when  he 
4  fhall  begin  to  found,  the  myftery  6f  God 
4  fhould  be  finifhed,’  faid  the  holy  angel,  4  as 
4  he  hath  declared  to  his  fervants  the  pro- 
4  phets,5  fee  verfe  7.  But  John  was  commanded 
4  to  feal  up  thofe  things  which  the  feven  thun- 
4  ders  had  uttered,  and  write  them  not,5  verfe 
4.  This  I  believe  is  often  the  cafe  for  a  feafon* 
Some  hints  are  allowed  to  be  given ;  but  as  to 
the  full  declaration  of  divine  things,  it  is  often 
with  the  fervants  as  with  the  m after,  4  Mine 
4  hour  is  not  yet  come/#  For  though  the 
time  is  to  come,  when  that  which  4  is  fpoken 
4  in  the  ear,*  fhall  be  4  declared  on  the  houle 
4  top  ;’f  yet  it  is  not  always  and  at  all  times 
fo  to  be  :  for  it  can  never  be  with  the  divinely 
girded,  limited,  and  direfted  fervants  of  God, 
as  with  the  letter-learned  fcribes  and  pharifees, 
whofe  4  time  is  always  ready/ J 

At  the  opening  of  the  fecond  feal,  the  call 
4  Come  and  fee,5  as  at  the  opening  of  the  firft, 
is  heard  ;  for  the  waiting  frame ,  the  fugle  eye , 

\ 
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neceflary ;  and  now  a  4  great  fword  ’  is 
given  to  him  that  fat  oil  the  red  horfe ;  and 
alfo  ‘  power  was  given  him  to  take  peace  from 
4  the  earth,’  verfe  4.  Some  may  fuppofe  the 
meaning  of  this  opening  by  the  red  horfe  con¬ 
fined  fo  entirely  to  outward  blood,  and  bloody 
perfecution,  as  to  have  no  relation  to  the  Hate 
of  then  minds  who  experience  the  opening  of 
the  feals ;  but  it  is  obvious  to  the  enlightened 
mind,  that  many  pallages  in  Scripture  have 
bodi  an  outward  or  literal,  and  an  inward  and 
rnyftical  meaning ;  and  there  really  is  a  fword 
.  known,  and  peace  taken  from  the  earthly  man, 
in  the  rending  of  the  vail  and  opening  of  the 
ieals :  a  fore  trial  indeed,  to  fuch  as  have  not 
yet  fully  fubmitted  to  have  their  carnal  peace 
in  the  earthly  natural  Hate,  broken  and  de¬ 
stroyed.  But  there  is  this  comfort,  that  how¬ 
ever  peace  is  taken  from  this  Hate,  yet  at  the 
opening  of  the  third  feal,  a  charge  is  given, 
verfe  6.  not  to  ‘  hurt  the  oil  nor  the  wine.’ 
The  precious  things  are  fife  through  every 
tumult  and  trial,  to  all  who  rightly  endure 
them.  But  though  a  little  hope  and  confolation 
is  received  now  and  then  by  fuch  manifefladons 
of  divine  care  and  protection ;  yet  new  tribu¬ 
lations  loon  plunge  the  baptized  i'oul  into  lrdh, 
and  oftimes,  greater  conHernation. 

Thus  at  the  opening  of  the  next  feal,  his 
name,  who  rides  the  pale  horfe,  is  ‘  Death ; 

‘  and  hell  followed  with  him,’  verfe  8.  Oh ! 
this  death,  this  dying  to  the  firjft  nature  and 
will,  to  the  life  of  felf,  and  all  corrupt  and 
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felfifh  defires  and  gratifications  !  It  mufl  be 

o 

known  and  endured,  that  lo  the  life,  which 
is  hid  with  Chrifl  in  God,  may  be  enjoyed, 
which  never  was,  nor  can  ever  be,  without 
dying  with  him :  and  here  the  very  pains  and 
power  of  hell  are  felt,  and  take  hold  of  the 
foul. 

Thus  under  the  operation  of  this  neceffary 
death,  hell  follows  with  it ;  fo  that  the  diftreffed 
creature,  like  Jonah,  cries  out  of  the  belly  of 
hell.  And  though  I  cannot  believe  or  con¬ 
ceive  it  probable,  or  even  confident  with  the 
truth  of  God,  or  of  the  very  myftery  of  divine 
things,  that  Chrifl,  after Jiis  crucifixion,  de- 
fcended  into  hell ;  yet  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fufferings  and  agony,  he 
really  did  feel,  endure,  and  alfo  conquer,  the 
force  and  power  and  pains  of  hell :  and  fo  mufl 
every  foul  in  which  the  fufferings  of  Chrifl  that 
remain  behind  are  thoroughly  filled  up.  And 
until  this  is  witneffed,  there  is  never  a  thorough 
riling  with  him  in  the  newnefs  of  life  ;  but 
through  death  and  burial  with  him,  his  refur- 
reftion  is  known  ;  and  in  the  opening  of  this 
feal  there  is  known,  and  painfully  endured,  a 
killing,  by  various  means  ;  as  4  the  fword, 
4  hunger,  death,  and  even  the  beafts  of  the 
*  earth.’ 

Oh  !  what  is  it  that  does  not  rife  up  to  tor¬ 
ment  the  poor  foul ;  but  all  works  together  for 
the  good  of  the  faithful.  No  matter  by  what 
the  neceffary  death  is  effected,  nor  by  how 
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many  kinds  of  diftrefs ;  the  Lord  is  gracious 
through  it  all,  and  wounds  to  heal,  yea,  kills 
to  make  alive.  Under  the  operations  of  thefe 
various  modes,  or  meffengers  of  death,  the  Ian- 
guage  often  is,  ‘  Oh  !  wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  fhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death.’*  It  is  painful  enduring  the  fword  to 
wound  and  flay ;  with  pinching  hunger,  and 
tamifhing  want,,  and  fore  affliftions  from  the 
beitia!  part ;  which  rages  the  more,  the  more  it 
is  difturbed  by  that  which  comes  to  take  away 

its  life,  until  the  ftrength  of  its  wild  nature  is 
weakened  and  broken. 


-Aftci  thefe  fore  tnalsare  in  a  good  degree 
enduied,  the  fifth  feal  opens,  and  brings  to 
view  the  perfevering  follower  of  the  Lamb,  the 
holy  altar ,  and  under  it  the  ‘  fouls  of  thofe 
4  that  were  ilain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the 
‘  teffimony  which  they  held,’  verfe  9.  Here 
the  ftate  of  bufferings  and  perfecutions,  endured 
by  the  righteous,  is  been  ;  and  albo  the  ftate 
of  rejoicing  and  triumph  which  follows  after  : 
foi  heie  they  are  heard,  availingly  calling  on 
the  Almighty  God,  holy  and  true,  for  judg¬ 
ment,  and  feen  clothed  in  white  robes,  even 
‘  every  one  of  them.’ 

What  an  encouraging  probpeft  is  this  when 
opened  in  the  true  light,  by  the  alone  opener 
of  the  beals,  the  lion  of  Judah’s  princely  tribe! 
IIow  does  it  reanimate  the  mind  to  perfevere 
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through  all  tribulations,  dangers,  and  death, 
until  the  crown  immortal  is  enjoyed ! 

Oh !  the  myftery  of  godlinefs !  It  is  great 
indeed,  and  never  rightly  underftood  by  the 
carnal  mind.  To  thefe  the  book  is  everfealed, 
and  none  but  he  who  has  the  key  can  open  the 
feals.  Carnally  minded  men  may  regd  of  holy 
fouls  under  the  altar,  and  of  their  white  robes. 
See.  but  to  underftand  it,  the  inward  eye  mult 
be  opened,  and  the  book  unfealed  :  then  the 
right  underhanding  is  received,  and  therein 
divine  encouragement  is  felt,  to  hand  firm 
in  the  tehimony  of  Jefus  :  even  though  they 
fliould  be  joined  to  the  number  of  thofe 
c  fellow-fervants  and  brethren  that  fhould  be 
6  killed,’  verfe  11.  Therefore  the  poor  pil¬ 
grim  journeys  on,  hrengthened  and  revived; 
and  is  thus  enabled  to  endure  the  remaining 
tribulations,  which  are  neceffary  for  a  full  re¬ 
finement,  and  in  order  to  the  removal  of  all 
that  can  be  Ihaken,  that  that  alone  which  can¬ 
not  be  Ihaken  may  remain  :  in  order  where- 
unto,  he  who  knows  how  to  carry  on  the  work, 
difpenfing  the  feveral  parts  and  portions  of 
probationary  exercife  in  infinite  wifdom,  and 
as  they  can  be  borne,  foon  brings  on  the  fiery 
ordeal  or  purifying  trial,  to  complete  the' eman¬ 
cipation  of  his  tribulated  feed,  and  bring  out 
the  prifoner  with  fhouts  of  joy.  For  now  the 
lixth  feal  is  opened,  which  leads  through  re¬ 
newed  works  of  wonder  and  amazement,  terror 
and  abafement,  even  to  the  (tripping  off  of 
alraoft  all  that  ever  was  attained.  Nbw  the 
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earth  is  made  to  quake ,  the  fun  itfelf  is  dark¬ 
led,  the  moon  becomes  as  blood,  the  ftars 
fall  from  heaven,  yea,  the  heaven  departs  as 
a  fcroll,  and  every  mountain  and  ifland  is  re¬ 
moved.  There  feems  nothing  to  depend  upon, 
not  lo  much  as  an  ifland  in  the  midft  of  the 
boifterous  ocean,  to  fet  the  foie  of  the  foot 
upon.  .  The  drooping  foul,  notwithftanding  its 
late  animating  profpefts,-  now  almofl:  finks  into 
defpair ;  nor  fun  nor  moon  nor  liars  Ihine  in 
their  ufual  luftre. 

• 

I  his  Hate  is  like  that  of  the  bridegroom  of 
fouls,  when  he  cried  out,  ‘  My  God,  my  God, 
*  why  hah  thou  forfaken  me?’#  and  the  very 
fame  in  degree  that  he  then  endured,  when 
total  darknefs  covered  all  the  land  from  the 
iixth  hour  unto  the  ninth,  mud  all  the  feed 
endure.  The  eternal  light  of  heaven,  the 
emanations  of  the  Divinity,  are  now  obfcured 
by  fogs  and  clouds  that  intervene,  and  black- 
nefs  or  darknefs  overwhelms  the  mind.  The 
fainter  light  of  reafon,  the  moon,  affords  no 
aid,  nor  fcarcely  Ihines,  or  Ihines  dimly  (as 
we  fee  the  outward  moon  through  fogs  and  va¬ 
pours,  red  almofl:  as  blood)  ;  for  the  weighed 
down  mind  is  fo  diflreflfed,  tolled  up  and  down, 
that  diltradlion,  or  a  ceflation  of  intelle&ual  ar¬ 
rangement,  feems  almofl:  ready  to  overfpread 
the  whole  man.  And  moreover,  the  example 
o f  the  faints,  the  liars  of  paft  and  prefent  times, 
which  in  fcrener  moments,  greatly  Hayed  the 
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mind,  and  fpread  reviving  light  around  (for 
fays  Chrift,  ye  are  the  light  or  lights  of  the 
world),  are  now  all  hid,  that  there  is  fearce 
any  thing  that  looks  like  light  from  any  quarter 
— This  is  truly,  in  a  fenfe,  the  great  day  of 
God’s  wrath,  upon  all  in  man  that  is  not  to 
dwell  with  him  for  ever. 

Now  the  very  kings,  the  great,  the  rich, 
the  mighty,  the  bond  and  the  free,  are  ready 
to  hide  in  dens,  or  wifh  to  be  covered  by 
the  mountains,  from  the  face  of  the  all-fearching 
God.  A  time  of  trial,  a  feafon  of  anxiety  in¬ 
deed,  well  known  in  the  experience  of  the 
Lord’s  fan&ified  fervants. 

The  more  extenfive  and  general  fignification 
and  meaning  of  thefe  myfleries,  I  am  not  at 
prefent  to  enter  upon  here ;  nor  indeed  is 
it  very  much  our  bufmefs  as  individuals  to 
inquire.  Suffice  it  to  know  pride  hid  from 
us,  the  haughtinels  of  man  laid  low,  and  every 
exalted  imagination  brought  tho ro u ghly^d own . 
Oh !  bleffed,  though  for  the  prefent,  painful 
redu&ion !  Rejoice,  O,  Chriftian  traveller, 
when  thou  art  fo  happy  as  to  know  the 
ftronger  bind  the  ftrong  and  mighty  in  thee  ; 
yea,  rejoice  in  the.  very  pangs  and  probations, 
through  which  all  his  goods  and  riches  in  thee 
are  fpoiled ;  and  he  caft  out,  with  all  his 
pomp,  magnificence,  and  merchandize,  for  ever. 
For  nothing  fhall  be  able  to  hand  or  abide  the 
Lord’s  coming,  but  what  cannot  be  fhaken.  The 
pure  gold,  endures  the  fire,  and  is  not  hurt  or 
*  ;  £  6  leilencdl 
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leffened  in  its  brightnefs,  worth,  or  weight* 
The  redeemed  foul  that  has  endured  the  faving 
cleanfmg  baptifm  of  Jefus,  is  by  him  made 
tree  ;  and  fuch,  and  only  fuch,  are  free  indeed ; 
and  having  endured  the  great  day  of  wrath  and 
judgment  tor  fin  in  themfelves,  their  works  are 
gone  beforehand  to  judgment ;  and  they  are 
not  afraid  of  the  day  of  wrath  to  the  wicked : 
for  perfeft  love  cads  out  all  fuch  fear;  they 
are  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrid ; 
they  have  part  in  the  fird  refurre&ion,  and 
the  fecond  death  hath  no  power  over  them. 
And  now,  having  palled  through  the  very  hour 
and  power  of  darknefs,  endured  the  fiery  trial, 
drank  the  cup  the  crucified  Saviour  drank  of, 
and  been  baptized  with  his  baptifm,  they  come 
to  witnefs,  as  he  did  after  his  temptations,  the 
minidration  of  holy  angels.  Indeed  he  has 
promifed  all  thofe  who  continue  with  him  in 
his  temptations,  a  place  in  his  kingdom ;  and 
as  the  angels  minidered  to  him  in  the  days  of 
his  fiedi,  immediately  after  his  fore  temptation 
and  trials,  fo  is  it  in  his  brethren’s  experience. 
For  after  their  deep  abafement,  and  fiery  bap- 
iifm  in  the  affiiftive  difpenfation  of  the  fixth 
feal,  their  profpefts  open  into  a  difcovery  of 
the  powers,  or  minidring  fpirits,  that  dand  on 
and  over  all  that  is  earthly ;  as  John  faw  the 
four  angels  danding  on  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth.  Now  the  four  corners  feem  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  whole  earth ;  and  indeed  it  mud  all 
be  Ihaken  in  us,  if  ever  we  know  the  c  new 
4  heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwells  right- 
4  eoufnefs.’  To  thefe  four  angels  it  was  given 
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to  hurt  the  earth  and  the fea ;  not  only  all  that  is 
of  earth  or  earthly,  but  alfo  all  that  is  of  an 
unftable  nature,  is  liable  to  the  ftroke  and  in uft 
be  chaftifed  and  fubdued.  But  in  the  midft  of 
all  this  deftru&ion  to  the  earth  and  fea,  another 
holy  angel  appears,  afcending  from  the  eaft 
(that  is,  from  where  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs 
ever  arifeth  with  healing  in  his  wings),  and„ 
Oh  !  the  unfpeakable  joy  and  confolation  which 
now  fprings  and  overflows  the  foul,  bor  fing, 
O  ye  heavens  !  ye  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  on 
earth,  rejoice  and  praife  the  Lord,  for  this  is 
the  angel  that  has  4  the  feal  of  the  living  God.’ 
And  now,  after  your  many  deep  probations  and 
fealons  of  difcouragements  and  diftrefs,  you 
are  remembered  in  the  very  moment  of  renewed 
trial,  and  of  total  definition  to  all  that  can  be 
fhaken  and  removed  ;  yea,  the  fealing  angel  is 
now,  at  the  very  juncture  of  difmay,  fent  forth, 
commiflioned  from  on  high,  to  ftay  the  hurting 
of  the  earth  and  fea,  until  he  feal  you  in 
your  foreheads.  Even  with  a  loud  voice  he 
crieth  4  to  the  four  angels,  faying,  Hurt  not 
4  the  earth,  neither  the  fea  nor  the  trees,  until 
6  we  have  fealed  the  fervants  of  our  God  in 
*  their  foreheads.' *  And  now,  O  ravifhing 
confideration  !  not  one  of  all  the  true  Ifraelitifh 
tribes  is  overlooked  or  forgotten  ;  but  each  has 
its  twelve  thmfand fealed!  If  thou  art  but  one 
of  wreftling  Jacob's  fpiritual  offspring,  and 
wreftleft  rightly  for  the  blefling  until  the  break 
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ot  day,  in  that  which  as  a  prince  prevailed}, 
‘V  ,  1hls  P°wer  both  with  God  and  men,  thou 
limit  furely  with  Jacob  thy  father,  obtain  the 
name  of  Ijrael:  and  notwithstanding  all  thy 
painful  fiery  trials,  the  power  thou  haft  with 
Goa  will  enable  thee  to  go  on  conquering  and 
to  conquer  all  thy  foul’s  enemies ;  and  the  holy 
angel  of  the  divine  prefence  fhall  feal  thee  with 
the  feal  of  the  living  God  ;  for  thou  belonged: 
to  the  number  of  the  hundred  and  forty  and 
foui  thoufand,  which  wrere  lealed  of  all  the 
tribes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael ;  or  to  the  great 
multitude  which  no  man  could  number,  of  all 
nations,  kindreds,  people,  and  tongues,  which 
flood  before  the  .throne  and  before  the  Lamb, 
clothed  witn  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands..  And  thou  limit,  when  the  day  of  in¬ 
dignation  is  over,  even  in  this  life,  and  alfo 
in  cndlefs  fruition,  join  their  fongs  of  praife 
with  a  loud,  voice,  faying,  c  Salvation  to  our 
God,  which  fltteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb  : 9  yea,  thou  limit  join  the  angels’ 
Holy  anthem  ^  with  them  worlhippmg  before 
God,  and  faying,  ‘  Amen  :  bleffing,  and  glory, 
and  wifdom,  and  thanjcfgiving,  and  honour, 

‘  and  power,  and  might,  be  unto  our  God’ 

6  for  ever  and  ever.  Amend  * 

>  I 

It  is  worthy  of  fpecial  notice,  that  in  the 
midft  of  all  this  triumph  and  adoration,  it  is 
not  forgotten  that  a  path  of  buffering  and  felf- 
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denial  was  the  way  that  led  to  thefe  feraphic 
enjoyments  ;  for  a  queftion  being  alked,  4  What 
4  are  thefe  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ? 
4  and  whence  came  they  ? ’  the  anfwer  was, 
4  Thefe  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tri- 
4  bulation,  and  have  wafhed  their  robes,  and 
4  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ; 
6  therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God, 
c  and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple ; 
4  and  he  that  fitteth  on  the  throne  {hall  dwell 
4  among  them.  They  fLiall  hunger  no  more  ; 
4  neither  fhalLthe  fun  light  on  them,  nor  any 
4  heat :  for  the  Lamb,  which  is  in  the  midft 
4  of  them,  {hall  feed  them,  and  {hall  lead  them 
4  unto  living  fountains  of  waters  ;  and  G  od 
4  {hall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.’* 
Now,  having  palled  the  fiery  furnace,  come 
through  the  great  tribulations,  wafhed  their 
garments,  and  received  the  feal  ot  the  living 
God,  the  mind  is  prepared  for  the  opening 
of  the  feventh  and  laid  feal,  which  leads  into 
profound  filence.'  4  And  when  he  had  opened 
4  the  feventh  feal,  there  was  filence  in  heaven 
4  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour. 5  j-  Here  all 
the  powers  of  the  foul  are  filenced ;  every  fa¬ 
culty  of  the  creature,  and  all  creaturely  activity, 
is  reftrained  ;  all  vocal  fongs  of  praife  and  hal¬ 
lelujahs  ceafe ;  the  angelic  chorus  of  holy, 
holy,  holy,  is  fufpended  ;  and  God  is  worship¬ 
ped  in  inward  awful  adoration,  and  reverential 
Solemn  filence. — Rapturous  devotion  !  Superior 

*  •'  ’  .  «.  .  ‘l  ♦  •-  i  .  •  •  - 
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to  the  ufe  of  words,  fuperceding  vocal  founds, 
and  which  language,  in  its  utmoft  fublimity, 
can  fcarce  ever  defcribe ;  but  which  may  be 
felt  and  experienced  by  the  fanftified  foul,  in* 
an  heavenly,  extatic  enjoyment,  unknown  to  all 
the  ions  of  Adam  in  the  fall ;  an  enjoyment  and 
adoration,  a  tranfporting  felicity  and  fruition, 
even  in  this  life,  in  degree,  of  which  a  full  idea 
can  never  be  conveyed  to  an  unregenerate  foul, 
by  all  the  arts  of  defeription,  all  the  powers 
of  rhetoric  or  elocution  ;  and  which  the  carnal 
mind  can  never  conceive  an  adequate  idea  of 
by  all  the  reafonings  of  flefli  and  blood,  or 
penetrations  of  human  wifdom.  The  wife,  the 
icribe,  the  difputer  of  this  world,  may  imagine 
and  contend  in  ignorance  and  darknefs ;  but 
can  never  in  that  date  have  the  living  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  of  thefe  things  :  while 
they  that  endure  the  day  of  trial,  continue  with 
Chrift  in  his  temptations,  drink  his  cup,  and 
abide  his  baptifms  his  agonies  and  death,  thus 
reding  from  all  their  own  works,  come  to  the 
true  Chridian  fabbath,  and  therein  worlhip 
God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  in  the  pure,  living 
experience  of  that  facred,  awful,  reverential 
filence,  which  is  known  in  heaven.  Thefe 
know  what  is  meant  by  the  fmoke  of  the  in- 
cenfe  which  continually  afeends  up  before  God, 
from  the  angel's  hand,  and  from  the  golden 
altar,  for  ever ;  and  are  in  good  preparation 
to  witnefs  and  underdand  the  remaining  won¬ 
ders — the  foundings  of  the  angels — the  meafure 
of  the  temple — the  leaving  out  of  the  outward 
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court— the  woman  clothed  with  the  fun — the 
dragon’s  tail,  and  many  other  deep  myfteries, 
which  are  never  clearly  underftood,  but  as  he 
that  has  the  key  of  David  opens  them.  Bur, 
as  far  as  needful,  he  fails  not  to  open  them  to 
all  who  follow  him  in  the  regeneration,  where- 
foever  he  leadeth  them,  who  are  redeemed 
from  the  earth,  and  from  among  men.  Thefe 
fhall  hand  with  him  on  Mount  Sion,  and 
having  their  Father’s  name  written  in  their 
foreheads,  {hall  fmg  the  new  fong,  receive  the 
bleffing  of  thofe  who  obey  his  commands,  have 
a  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  enter  in  through 
the  gates  into  the  city.  They  {hall  reft  from 
their  labours,  and  their  works  fhall  follow 
them. 

Great  part  of  the  Revelations,  as  well  as 
other  myfterious  Scriptures,  is  livingly  known 
in  the  work  and  progrefs  of  regeneration  ;  and 
therein  found  very  pertinent  and  defcriptive, 
in  regard  to  the  many  exercifes,  pangs,  pro¬ 
bations,  and  deliverances,  which  attend  the 
foul  in  its  feafons  of  refinement,  and  gradual 
renovation.  And  all  this  hinders  not,  but  well 
confifts  with,  the  more  outward  meaning  and 
fulfilment  of  fuch  parts  of  facred  record,  fo  far 
as  they  really  refpeft  things  outward  :  but  I  am 
firm  in  the  faith,  that  many  are  muling  and  ga¬ 
zing  after  outward  fulfilments,  to  the  very  great 
and  iometimes  injurious  diversion  of  their  minds 
from  the  only  work,  and  fulfilment  of  many 
paflages,  which  they  may  ever  properly  expert 
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to  experience.  The  Scripture  is  a  fealedbook; 
it  is  abundantly  wrapped  up  in  parable,  meta¬ 
phor,  and  my  fiery  :  yea  many,  very  many 
things  in  it,  which  men  whofe  minds  are  out¬ 
ward,  will  read  and  underhand  of  outward 
things,  are  mainly  meant  of  internal  operations, 
difcoveries,  and  overturnings,  which  God  in 
his  dealings  with  the  foul,  leads  it  along 
through.  c  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear,* 
is  a  very  proper  intimation,  and  is  therefore 
often  repeated  ;  that  the  mind  may  be  direfted 
to  an  inward  hearkening,  in  order  to  a  right 
underflanding  :  for  many  have  eyes,  but  fee 
not ;  and  ears,  but  hear  not.  The  eye  and 
ear  that  fees  and  hears  divine  things  rightly, 
muff  be  divinely  opened.  Many  are  blind  be- 
caufe  they  think  they  fee  ;  and  deaf,  by  reafon 
of  their  confidence  that  they  hear.  Chrift’s 
coming  was  and  is,  that  thofe  whoHee  and 
hear  may  be  made  blind  and  deaf ;  and  that 
the  blind  and  deaf  may  fee  and  hear :  and 
blefled  are  thofe  who  are  made  blind  and  deaf 
by  him ;  for  it  is  as  needful  to  true  feeing  and 
hearing,  to  be  firfh  made  blind  and  deaf,  as 
wounding  is  neceflary  to  healing,  and  killing 
to  being  made  alive.  He  that  will  be  wife  ; 
mull  firft  become  a  fool  that  he  may  be  wife, 
and  he  that  will  fee  and  hear,  mull  firlt  become 
blind  and  deaf. 

O,  it  is  a  great  tiling  to  know  that  eye  and 
ear  clofed,  that  ever  fees  and  hears  amifs,  and 
to  keep  them  fteadily  fiiut  up,  and  the  Angle 
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eye  and  ear  properly  open.  Keep  to  that  in 
thee,  O  inward  traveller,  that  fhuts  the  wrong 
eye  and  ear,  and  opens  the  right :  then  wilt 
thou  be  in  the  number  of  fuch  as  our  Lord 
pronounceth  blefied,  faying,  6  BlefTed  are  your 
6  eyes,  for  they  fee,  and  your  ears,  for  they 
c  heard* 

/ 
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'  CHAP.  VI. 

'i  he  folly  of  f elf -import ante.  The  author's  con - 

'  ■ 1  f  that  himfelf  and  others  may  experience  an 
entire  reduction  of  felf. \  and  perfect  reftgnation 
to^  the  Divine  will .  His  vifit  to  Friends  of 

VJong  and  Nine-Partners ,  in  the  State  of 
New -Fork.  > 


T  HAVE  divers  times  lately  very 
6  Ji  mo.  i2._fL  clearly  feen  the  great  folly  of 
thinking  ourfelves  of  much  importance,  either 
in  religious  fociety,  or  in  the  world.  O  may 
my  foul  dwell  ever  in  true  abafement ;  for 
blelfed  and  happy  is  he  that  knows  a  being 
brought  down,  yea  down  low,  and  there 
abiding :  for  until  all  felf-exaltation  is  entirely 
rooted  out  of  our  minds,  we  are  not  what  God 
would  have  us  to  be ;  and  his  turning  and 
overturning  in  us,  is  in  order,  if  not  refilled, 
thus  to  make  us ;  and  until  we  do,  from  the 
centre  of  our  fouls,  give  him  all  the  glory, 
there  remains  in  us  a  fource  of  unhappinefs, 
disorder,  and  confufion.  O  man!  how  great  is 
the  work  of  thy  falvation ;  how  many  deaths 
thou  hall  to  die,  before  that  comes  to  reign  in 
thee,  which  lives  for  ever! — for  know  thou, 
that  thou  canft  never  fully  enjoy  that  life  which 
is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  until  thou  dielt  to 
thy  own  felfifh  life.  It  is  he  that  lofes  his  life 
for  Chrift’s  fake,  that  fhall  find  it ;  yea,  our 
blelfed  Saviour  declares,  c  if  any  man  hate  not 
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his  own  life,  he  cannot  be  my  diiciple,** — and 
at  this  jundure  of  time  I  fincerely  think  I  do  fo. 
— Lord  God  Almighty,  carry  on  thy  great 
work  in  my  foul,  bow  every  exalted  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  lay  all  that  is  not  of  thy  own  im¬ 
mediate  begettings  in  me  ;  level  'Vvith  the  dud  ; 
that  I  may  altogether,  and  at  all  times,  hate 
my  own  life,  with  perfect  hatred  ;  until  I  come 
livingiy  to  know  that  it  is  thy  Only  Begotten, 
in  whom  thou  art  well-pleafed  ;  and  with  no 
man  farther  than  he  dies  to  himfelf,  and  lives, 
in  the  fon  of  thy  love,  a  life  unknown  to  the 
benighted  fons  of  Adam  in  the  fall ;  and  only 
faintly  conceived  of  by  thoufands  that  have 
known  a  degree  of  renovation.  Lord  !  w7hen 
it  fhall  pleafe  thee,  awake  them,  aroufe  and 
alarm  them,  that  they  may  arife  from  their  le¬ 
thargy,  and  be  enabled  to  look  and  behold 
Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation  ;  and  be  admitted, 
pure  and  perfect,  into  the  communion  and  fel- 
Jowfhip  of  her  ranfomed  fons  :  where  thou,  O 
Mod  Holy,  ruled  God  over  all,  and  fed-exalta¬ 
tion  finds  no  admittance* 

Having  for  fome  time  pad,  felt  drawings  in 
my  mind  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to  Friends  of 
Oblong  and  Nine-Partners  Quarterly-meetings, 
and  perceiving  a  like  concern  in  my  friend 
Daniel  Aldrich,  of  our  Monthly-meeting  of 
Uxbridge,  we  laid  our  profpeds  before  our 
brethren  at  home  \  and,  obtaining  their  certifi¬ 
cates  of  concurrence  from  our  Monthly  and 

#  Luke  xiv,  26. 
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Quarterly  Meetings,  I  left  my  dear  wife  and 
family  in  much  heart-felt  tendernefs  and  affec¬ 
tion,  the  19th  of  the  Seventh  month,  1784, 
and  rode  that  night  to  my  faid  friend  Daniel’s 
houfe  about  nine  miles  ;  and  next  morning, 
taking  our  folid  leave  of  his  family,  v?e  got 
on  our  way  between  forty  and  fifty  miles,  to 
Coventry  in  Connecticut.  21ft,  We  got  to 
Litchfield,  near  fifty  miles,  and  next  day  the 
22d,  to  Friends  Fifth-day  meeting  at  New- 
Milford,  upwards  of  twenty  miles  ;  "though  we 
knew  not  that  there  was  a  meeting  there  in 
courie  that  day,  but  the  probability  made  us 
prefs  on  a  little,  fo  that  we  reached  it  feafon- 
ably:  it  was  very  fmall  and  filent.  I  fuppofe 
it  not  far  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
from  my  home  to  this  meeting,  and  near  all 
the  way  among  Prefbyterians,  who  ufed  us 
civilly ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe  there  is 
much  more  opennefs  and  charity  in  many  of 
their  minds  towards  Friends  than  formerly. 

Next  day,  23d,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Oblong. 
This  meeting  was  open  and  favoured.  I  felt 
engaged  to  encourage  fome  who  I  believe  had 
felt  fomething  of  the  operation  of  the  fiery 
furnace,  to  keep  in  it,  and  not  give  back,  until 
it  had  purified  and  refined  them. 

On  the  24th  of  Seventh  month,  1784,  we 
were  at  the  Valley  meeting.  1  buffered  the 
meeting  through,  under  a  clofe  exercife,  but 
could  not  find  a  way  fufficiently  open  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  clear  my  mind  by  publick  teftimony. 
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Thence  we  rode  to  my  dear  uncle  Thomas 
Comftock’s,  and  next  day,  being  Firft  day 
the  25th,  were  at  Peachpond  meeting.  After 
meeting  we  dined  at  a  friend’s  houfe,  and  had 
a  favoured  opportunity  in  the  family,  among  a 
number  of  young  and  a  few  elderly  perfons. 

Second  day,  26th,  we  rode  to  Andrew  Mer¬ 
ritt’s,  where  Friends  hold  a  Meeting  for  wor- 
fhip.  Here  we  had  an  open  meeting,  wherein 
they  were  tenderly  entreated  to  more  ardency 
of  engagement  in  the  things  that  belong  to 
their  peace,  and  warned  of  the  danger  of 
loving  any  thing  more  than  Chrift ;  and  we 
parted  with  them  in  great  good  will,  they 
having  been  moftly  reached  and  tendered  un¬ 
der  a  fenfe  of  the  ownings  of  the  great  Shep¬ 
herd  and  Bifhop  of  fouls!  We  then  attended 
the  meeting  at  Shappaqua,  which  was  a  memo¬ 
rable  time  :  may  we  neVer  forget  the  loving- 
kiridnefs  of  him  without  whom  we  can  do 
nothing.  He  it  is  that  opens  the  fealed  book, 
and  gives  ability  to  dip  into  the  dates  of  meet- 
ings,  and  drop  a  word  fuitably  thereto.  O, 
that  our  dependance  may  ever  be  upon  him, 
foi ,  as  it  is  fo,  we  fhall  witnefs  the  infufficiency 
of  human  greatnefs,  worldly  wifdom,  felf-im- 
portance,  or  creaturely  contrivance  ;  and  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  that,  as  it  was  our  engage¬ 
ment  this  day,  thus  to  bow  before  him,  wait 
upon  him,  and  move  in  his  movings,  we  Were 
mane  i nit rn mental  to  reach  the  pure  witnefs  in 
many  hearts;  and  to  leave  impreffions  on 
tnem  that  will  not  foon  be  forgotten.  After 
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meeting  we  had  a  family  fitting  nearly  in 
iilence.  I  felt  great  caution  not  to  move  in 
words,  unlefs  a  frefh  opening  induced  me, 
fearing  I  might  be  carried  too  far  in  the  fulnefs 
of  this  day’s  favour ;  as  I  believe  I  have  feen 
fome,  who  have  kept  running  on  in  the  (Length 
of  what  was  at  firft  a  true  opening,  until  they 
have  bewildered  their  own  minds  and  brought 
forrow  and  confufion  upon  themfelves.  Oh  ! 
how  drift  a  watch  is  necefiary,  left  we  take  our 
flight  upon  the  fabbath-day  !  Lord  preferve 
us  in  a  conftant  dependance  upon  thee,  and 
the  openings  of  thy  holy  Spirit ! 

Fourth  month,  28th  and  29th.  we  attended 
the  feleft  Quarterly  meeting  at  the  Purchafe, 
and  their  Quarterly  meeting  for  worlhip  and 
difcipline ;  in  which  my  tongue,  as  it  were, 
clave  to  the  roof  of  iiiy  mouth  ;  yet  I  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  keep  in  a  good  degree  in  the  patience ; 
after  which  *we  attended  meetings  at  Mamaro- 
neck,  Weft^  Chefter,  Purchafe,  Amawalk, 
New  Cornwall,  New  Marlborough,  Crum- 
Elbow,  Nine-Partners,  at  the  Creek,  and 
Little  Nine-Partners*;  fome  of  which  were 
painful  exercifing  feafons,  but  in  others  we 
experienced  a  good  degree  of  the  dominion 
of  truth  over  all,  particularly  at  the  laft  meet- 
ting,  where  the  love  of  truth  was  felt  fweetlyx 
to  flow  towards  a  pretty  large  gathering,  moftly 
not  of  our  fociety,  and  the  doftrines  thereof 
were  opened  among  them  in  a  good  degree  of 
life  and  demonftration. 
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Third  day,  10th  of  Eighth  month,  We 
Went  to  the  feleef  preparative  meeting  at  Nine 
Partners,  compofed  of  the  minifters  and  elders 
of  the  two  Monthly  meetings  of  Creek  and. 
Nine  Partners.  The  affairs  of  this  meeting 
Were  conduced  in  a  degree  of  the  favour  of 
truth. 

Fourth  day,  nth,  attended  the  Sele£  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting,  to  pretty  good  fatisfa&ion.  I 
felt  truth's  dominion  over  all  in  my  mind,  and 
rejoiced  in  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

Fifth  day,  12th,  attended  the  Quarterly 
meeting  for  worfhip  and  difcipline,  at  the  fame 
place  where  the  two  foregoing,  feleft  meetings 
were  held.  The  13th,  a  meeting  was  appointed 
for  us  at  Ofwego,  which  was  a  pretty  full 
meeting,  in  which  the  current  of  gofpel  love, 
power,  and  utterance,  flowed  freely  and  re- 
frefhingly.  It  was  indeed  a  previous  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  ought  to  be  remembered  with 
thankfulnefs  to  the  great  Opener  and  Leader, 
wdio,  out  of  weaknefs,  makes  ftrong :  bleffed 
be  the  Lord  !  The  next- day  were  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Appoughquague ;  and  15th,  being  Firft 
day,  we  were  again  at  meeting  at  Peachpond, 
on  fee  on  d  day  at  the  Valley,  and  third  day  at 
one  called  the  Upper  meeting,  held  at  Ifaiah 
Hoag’s ;  which  was  a  very  exercifing  meeting, 
but,  after  deep  travail,  we  were  aflifted  and 
enabled  to  found  an  alarm  among  them,  in  a 
degree  of  gofpel  authority ;  and  though  I  be¬ 
lieve  we  felt  truth  and  the  feed  of  life. under 
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oppreffion,  yet  as  we  lay  low  with  it,  and 
were  made  willing  to  fufter  with  it,  we  were 
enabled  to  witnefs  it  to  reign  in  dominion 
over  all. 

Fourth  day,  18th,  were  at  the  Monthly 
meeting  at  Nine  Partners  :  fome  clofe  exercife 
attended  the  fore  part  of  this  meeting,  in 
illent  fuffering  with  the  fuffering  feed ;  but 
truth  rofe  into  dominion,  to  the  joy  of  our 
fouls,  wherein  we  had  to  call  the  people  to 
an  inward  awful  ftillnefs  and  attention,  left 
they  be  difappointed  as  to  meeting  with  the 
mailer  of  our  affemblies,  and  alfo  as  to  being 
benefited  with  or  by  the  true  gofpel  miniftry  : 
for  thofe  who  can  run  only  when  the  Lord 
fends  them,  are  often  clofed  up  in  profound 
filence  by  the  outward  expe&ations  of  the 
people;  not  having  liberty,  as  they  keep  tfr 
the  openings  and  (huttings  of  him  who  has 
the  key  of  David,  to  gratify  thofe  itching 
ears.  This  and  confiderably  more  they  were 
reminded  of.  In  the  meeting  for  discipline 
(both  men’s  and  women’s,  for  we  were  con¬ 
cerned  to  go  into  theirs),  they  were  advifed 
to  keep  to  their  own  gifts,  and  not  depend 
upon  one  another,  to  the  neglect  of  occupying 
their  own  talents ;  left  they  as  individuals,  and 
the  meeting  at  large,  fufter  lofs  thereby,  and 
fome  forward  fpirits  be  puflied  forward  into 
too  great  activity,  in  a  formal  manner,  by 
the  backwardness  and  withholding  of  others. 
Friends  were  advifed  to  be  no  longer  grafping 
after  things  unnecefiary ;  for  the  procuring  of 

them 
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them  leads  us  into  much  care,  cumber,  and. 
expenfe  of  time,  thereby  encroaching  upon  the 
time  we  ought  to  fpend  at  meetings,  vifiting  the 
lick,  &c.  and  cutting  off  from  us  fufficient  time 
for  inward  retirement  in  our  families,  &s  well 
as  for  taking  care  of  the  affairs  of  the  church. 
Now  all  thefe  fervices,  when  rightly  engaged 
in,  greatly  tend  to  our  growth  and  refinement, 
and  real  comfort  and  happinefs  in  this  life  and 
hereafter ;  as  alfo  to  the  promotion  of  the 
caufe  of  truth  in  the  earth.  Oh  !  how  mortals 
grovel  here  in  earth,  and  earth’s  perplexing 
cares,  to  their  great  lofs  of  more  fubftantial 
enjoyments!  Whereas,  if  willing  to  be  bound 
by  the  girdle  of  truth,  we  might  have  plenty 
of  time  for  all  our  religious  duties,  and  have 
fufficient  to  fpare  to  educate  our  children.  We 
Were  alio  concerned  to  caution  againft  keeping 
ftiperfluities  and  gay  things,  to  fell  to  others. 

r ' 

Fifth  day,  19th,  attended  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  faid  meeting  to  pretty  good  fatis- 
faftion.  20th,  attended  the  Creek  Monthly 
meeting,  after  which  we  attended  meetings  at 
Cloverick,  Coeman’s  Patent,  New  Britain, 
Eaft  Hoofack,  White  Creek,  Saratoga,  and 
at  a  place  called  Pitt’s  Town,  .(where  there  is 

no  fettled  meeting);  which  ended  to  good  fatis- 
fa&ion. 

•  >  4  ?  }  *  '  7  "  *.  *V.  > 
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On  Firft  day,  the  5th  of  Ninth  month,  we 
attended  a  meeting  at  Danby,  where  I  thought 
truth  triumphed  and  had  the  dominion  ;  many 
minds  were  reached  and  tendered.  Second 
>  '  '  G  2  "  day, 
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cfay,  6fh,  we  appointed  a  meeting  at  a  place 
called  Durham,  about  twelve  miles  northward 
of  Danby,  of  which  notice  was  given,  and 
we  attended  it  accordingly;  and  had  fatis- 
faftory  fervice  therein,  though  among  a  people 
not  much  acquainted  with  Friends,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  outward  in  their  expectations,  and 
unacquainted  with  the  advantages  of  inward 
waiting  in  folemn  filence  upon  God. 

Fifth  day,  9th,  attended  the  preparative 
meeting  at  Danby,  at  the  clofe  of  which  tve 
fat  a  few  minutes,  the  men  and  women  to¬ 
gether  ;  this  was  a  little  comfortable  feafon, 
divers  minds  being  refrefhed  in  this  our  part¬ 
ing  opportunity.  Sixth  day,  10th  of  Ninth 
month,  we  took  our  affectionate  leave  of  our 
dear  friends,  and  fet  forward  for  home,  accom¬ 
panied  by  our  beloved  friend  E.  S.  My  mind 
was  much  affeCted  at  and  after  parting  with 
Friends,  with  great  tendernefs  and  tbars  of 
joy,  which,  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time, 
flowed  copioufly  from  mine  eyes.  My  mind 
Was  carried  back  to  view  the  places  where  we 
had  vifited ;  and  my  foul  was  mdlted  into  ar¬ 
dent  mental  fupplication  for  the  prefervatibn 
of  Friends  in  general,  and  many  individuals 
5n  particular,  attended  with  fuch  endeared 
affection  and  brokennefs  of  fpirit,  as  has  rarely 
been  my  Jot  to  witnefs  for  fo  long  a  time  to¬ 
gether,,  Oh  !  with  what  heart-felt  fervency 
did  I  intercede  for  the  help  and  preferva’tioii 
of  the  little  flock  and  family  up  aiid  down  in 
the  world !  the  earneft  rdtjwefts  that  I  was 

enabled 
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enabled  to  put  up  for  the  inftruftion  and 
divine  a  Alliance  of  the  many  lneAengers.  oi 
the  Lord,  which  are  running  to  and  fro  in 
the  earth  among  the  people,  that  their  labours 
hiay  prove  fiicoefsful,  and  benefit  the  fouls  qf 
mankind!  Indeed  the  language  of  folemn 
{Application  ran  powerfully  through  my  mind, 
with  a  melting  fen, Ability  for  all  \  that  the 
dead  might  be  raifed,  quickened,  and  made 
alive,  in  that  life  which  is  hid  with  Chriil  in 
God.  Many  individuals  of  my  acquaintance, 
both  in  places  where  I  had  vifited  abroad, 
and  alfo  at  home  in  our  own,  and  neighbour- 
ing  Monthly  meeting,  came  frelh  into  my 
remembrance,  with  inch  ardency  of  defire, 
and  breathings  of  foul,  for  their  growth,  pre- 
fervation,  and  improvement,  as  will  not  readi¬ 
ly  be  conceived  by  fuch  as  have  not  felt  the 
fame.  Yea,  my  defires  for  them  were  con¬ 
ceived  in  intelligible  language  in  the  fecret  of 
my  foul,  in  a  number  of  little,  .Aiort,  though 
fweet  and  melting,  requefts,  for  one  after  an¬ 
other,  as  the  Father  of  Spirits  brought  them 
to  my  remembrance.  Oh  !  how  often  did  It 
flow  through  me  as  a  ftream  of  life  on  this 
wife  :  ‘  O  molt  mighty  and  omnipotent  Lord 
4  God,  commiflionate  thine  holy  angels  to 
4  attend  and  guard  thy  exercifed  pilgrims 
4  through  this  vale  of  tears  :  let  cherubims 
4  and  feraphims  encamp  about  and  furround 
4  the  little  hoft-  of  militants,  thy  wreftling 
4  feed,  while  here  on  earth  and  for  evermore/ 
Oh  i  how  did  my  bofom  heave  with  fwelling 
tides  of  joy  and  divine  delight !  yea,  all  that 
v.  G  3  was 
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was  in  me  moved  ! — my  head,  my  heart,  yea, 
my  whole  man  feemed  encircled  round  with 
fpiritual  attendants,  whofe  melodious  and  ex- 
tatic  longs  of  praife  enraptured  my  foul,  and 
lifted  me  above  all  earth/s  tumultuous  cares 
and  all  its  fading  joys ! — And  in  the  midft  of 
this  triumphant  adoration,  my  eyes  were 
opened  to  fee  and  view  the  depths  of  fuffer- 
ings  and  abafement  which  my  foul  had  paiTed 
through  in  my  vifit.  Then  did  I  fee  that  the 
true  wreffling  feed  of  Jacob  can  never  rejoice, 
but  through  fufferings ;  abound,  but  through 
abafement ;  nor  live  and  reign  with  the  Lamb 
that  was  dead  and  is  alive,  but  through  death. 
I  then  was  given  to  behold  as  it  were  around 
me,  as  I  rode  on  the  way,  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  glorified  fpirits  ;  and  it  was  faid 
in  the  centre  of  my  foul,  6  Thefe  are  they 
*  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  have 
i  walhed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white, 
6  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,5  *  their  ever-living 
Redeemer.  I  faw  that  I  mull  yet  longer  en¬ 
dure  the  cup  of  fufferings  in  this  houfe  of 
clay,  if  I  would  join  the  fongs  of  thofe  ran- 
fomed  fouls  in  never-ending  anthems  of  praife; 
to  which  I  bowled  my  head  and  heart,  faying, 
Lord,  let  not  thine  eye  pity,  nor  thy  hand 
fpare,  until  thou  haft  done  away  all  that  of¬ 
fends ’in  me,  and  brought  forth  judgment  unto 
victory  in  my  foul !  And  when  I  had  thus  fub- 
mittcd  and  offered  up  body,  foul,  and  fpirit, 
into  his  holy  hands,  a  willing  facrifice,  it  was 
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fhewn  me  how  good  it  had  been  for  me  that 
I  had  fo  deeply  fuffered  ;  and  that,  had  it  been 
otherwife,  I  Ihoiild  have  miffed  of  this  feaft  of 
fat  things.  Next  it  was  (hewn  me,  that 
though  I  had  not  altogether  done  the  bed  that 
I  might  have  done  while  on  this  vifit,  yet  that 
I  had  been  preferved  in  the  meeknefs,  little- 
nefs,  and  humility;  and,  to  my  inexpreffible 
fatisfaction,  I  was  alfo  fhewn,  and  made  to 
fee,  feel  and  know,  that  nothing  was  laid  to 
my  charge  as  an  offence  to  (land  againft  me  ; 
but  feeling  there  was  now  no  condemnation  to 
my  foul,  I  was  made  to  join  the  heavenly  har¬ 
mony  ;  and,  in  that  angelic  fpring  of  adoration 
which  I  felt,  my  foul  within  me  leapt  for  joy, 
and,  at  the  end  of  this  tranfporting  chorus, 
my  inmoft  language  was- — 4  Sing  praifes,  fing 
6  praifes,  fmg  praifes,  Amen,  Amen,  hallelu- 
6  jah  l9  At  which  it  feemed  as  if  the  whole 
expanfe  of  heaven  rang  with  acclamations  of 
joy,  thankfgiving,  and  praife  !— After  which  I 
again  had  freedom  to  enter*  into  innocent  and 
pleafant  converfation  with  my  two  friends, 
which  I  had  not  done  for  miles  before  as  we 
rode  on  the  way  ;  but  I  kept  the  vifion  pretty 
much  to  myfelf,  fave  what  of  its  effects  they 
difcovered  in  my  countenance,  and  the  tears  I 
had  filed,  which  I  had  not  power  to  reftrain* 
Lord,  never  fuller  me  to  forget  thy  favours; 
and  divine  communications— but  as  thou  haft 
begun  to  clothe  my  mind  with  humility,  be 
pleafed  more  and  more  to  centre  me  deep  into 
it;  that  1  may  w7ear  it  as  a  garment  for  ever ! 
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Vvc  rode  over  the  green  mountain  this  day, 
in  the  ftate  of  V ermont,  through  which  it 
runs,  and  which  takes  its  name  from  it,  im¬ 
porting  a  green  mount;  it  is  called  about  thirty 
miles  over.  Lodged  in  Townfend.  Seventh 
day,  xith,  we  rode  near  forty  miles  to  Rich¬ 
mond.  Fir  ft  day,  12th,  we  attended  Friends 
meeting  at  Richmond.  Second  day,  13th,  we 
rode  forty-five  miles  ;  and  on  Third  day,  14th 
of  Ninth  month,  home.  I  was  thankfully  re¬ 
joiced  to  find  my  dear  wife  and  family  well, 
having  been  from  home  eight  weeks  yefterday, 
rode  about  eight  hundred  miles,  and  attended 
religious  meetings  forty  days. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Profpect  of  vifiting  Friends  of  Pennfyhania  and 
New  Jerfey . — Exercifes  andficknefs  preceeding 
his  journey ,  and  occurrences  therein . 

After  my  return  from  the  foregoing 
vifit,  to  Friends  of  Oblong  and  Nine 
Partners  Quarterly  meetings,  I  had  to  pafs 
through  much  probationary  leannefs  and  in¬ 
ward  want,  and  at  times,  through  deep  and 
various  exercifes ;  but  I  had  not  been  long  at 
home,  before  a  concern  began  to  revive  and 
fpread  in  .my  mind,  which  I  had  had  fome 
view  of  for  feveral  years;  to  wit,  to  make| 
a  vifit  to  Friends  of  Pennfylvania  and  New! 
jerfey  ;  and  at  times  it  was  frefh  with  me, 
but  without  a  clear  profpeft  of  the  time  when. 
Thus  time  palled  on  ;  and  in  fome  of  our 
meetings  for  worfhip,  the  weight  of  the  fer- 
vice  would'  reft  upon  me,  as  fomething  almoft 
too  great  for  my  weak  ftate  :  but  I  was  moftly 
favoured  to  fee  that  ability -for  fuch  fervices 
was  not  in  the  creature,  but  in  God  ^.  and 
then  I  could  eaft  my  care  on  him  alone,  and- 
give  up  ;  and  thus  fubmitting,  I  felt  or  few 
v  but  little  about  it  for  fome  length  of  time  t 
but  about  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and;  Sixth  months 
1785,  it  was  much  with  me  ;;  but  yet  I  could" 
not  fee  clearly  about  the  time  when  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  And  at  our  Yearly  Meeting  at  Newport,, 
in  the  Sixth  month,  as- 1  fax  in  a  meeting  for 
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Worfhip  one  day,  it  revived  with  the  molt 
clearnefs  that  I  had  ever  feen  it;  infomuch  that 
I  had  a  query  in  my  mind,  whether  it  would 
not  be  ripe  to  proceed  to  the  Yearly  Meeting 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  Ninth  month  following ; 
but  this  palling  off,  I  thought  I  would  not  yet 
open  it  to  any  perfon.  But  after  this  meeting, 
my  dear  friend  Jofeph  Mitchell  alked  me  if  I 
had  not  fome  thoughts  of  going  to  Pennfyl- 
vania,  &c.  on  a  religious  vilit.  I  anfwered 
him,  6  I  have  had  fuch  thoughts,  but  believe' 
4  nobody  would  yet  have  known  any  thing  of 
c  it,  had  not  the  queltion  been  put  to  me.* 
He  told  me  he  felt  fuch  an  engagement  to  alk 
me,  that  he  believed  it  was  right  for  him  fo  to 
do;  and  then  he  opened  his  profpefi  of  fuch  a 
vifit,  which  agreed  with  mine,  and  told  me 
it  had  been  with  him,  in  the  meeting  we  had 
juft  fat  in,  more  feelingly  than  at  almoft  any 
other  time.  So  we  concluded  to  keep  our 
profpefts  very  much  in  our  own  bofoms-;  and 
after  a  few  days  we  had  a  few  ward's  more 
together,  when  I  found  he  had  felt  but  little 
of  it  fince  we  converfed  about  it ;  but  before 
our  Yearly  Meeting  ended,  I  lrad  fome  frelh 
revivals  of  it  again. 

.About  this  time  I  had  fome  trying  exercifes 
in  the  courfe  of  my  pra&ice  of  phyfick  ;  but  I 
found  patience  was  good  in  thefe  cafes,  and 
that  divine  wifdom  was  profitable  to  direct 
therein.  1  think  I  may  alfo  mention,  that 
after  all  my  pall  experience  of  heavenly  good 
and  divine  favour,  I  had  to  encounter  fome 
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of  the  mod  trying  and  potently  preffing  temp¬ 
tations  of  my  foul's  enemy  that  ever  I  en¬ 
dured  ;  even  fo  that  I  often  for  months  almoffc 
defpaired  of  overcoming.  Let  him  that  think- 
eth  he  ftandeth  be  not  high-minded,  but  fear* 
Let  none  think  themfelves  fafe  off  the  watch;, 
becaufe  of  any  degree  of  attainment  and  fa¬ 
vour.  The  watch-tower  remains  to  be  our 
place  of  fafety ;  neither  let  any  honed:  mind' 
be  too  much  difheartened  at  the  alfaults  of 
Satan.  There  is  a  power  above  him,  and  he 
that  cleaves  clofe  to  it,  (hall  know  a  victory 
over  alt1  the  powers  of  darknefs ;  and  therein 
witnefs  that  there  is  no  enchantment  againft 
the  rightly  wreftling  Jacob,  nor  divination 
again  ft  God's  faithful  dependent  perfevering 
Ifrael.  This  I  think  my  foul  has  a  right  to 
fet  its  feal  to,  as  I  have  ever  come  off  vic¬ 
torious,  when  I  have  not  turned  my  back  upon 
the  Light,  our  divine  Leader.  Sing,  Q  ye 
heavens!  and*  O  ye  pilgrims  on  the  earth 
rejoice,  and  triumph  !  for  ftrong  and  invinci¬ 
ble  is  the  God  of  our  falvation  ;  and  abun¬ 
dantly  fuffieient  for  our  help,  is  the  grace  af¬ 
forded  us.  Let  all  but  keep  to  it,  and  then 
fafe  are  their  fteppings,  and  fure  their  preferv- 
ation :  for,  however  fevere  their  trials-,  the 
Lord  will  be  near  them  ;  and  indeed,  in  the 
midft  of  temptation,  he  will  often  lift  up  a 
ftandard  that  flial!  vanquifh  all  the  influence 
of  every  evil  fpirit,  and  fet  the  foul  on  the 
everiafting  foundations,  that  cannot  be  fhakem 
O,  how  often  did  the  unflumbering  Shepherd 
of  Ifrael,  the  great  Bifhop  of  fouls,  arife  for 
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my  deliverance,  when  I  feemed  to  myfelf  juft 
teady  to  fall  a  victim  to  the  grand  adverfary ! 
How  did  he,  not  only  give  power  of  refinance  ; 
but  fill  my  foul  with  the  overflowings  of  his 
love,  beyond  all  expreffion!  Worthy  for  ever 
to  be  waited  for,  worlhipped,  and  obeyed,  is 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  the  mighty  friend 
of  the  faithful !  ^ 

My  profpefis  of  a  vifit  to  Pennfylvania,  &c. 
Continuing,  and  the  time  to  proceed  therein 
appearing  to  me  to  be  fome  time  preceding  the 
Yearly-meeting  at  Philadelphia,  1786,  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  be  given  up  to  it ;  but  the 
thoughts  of  parting  with  my  dear  wife,  and 
tender  little  children,  wrought  fo  upon  me, 
that  I  feemed  to  hold  back  again,  after  giving 
up  leveral  times,  until  in  the  winter  preceding 
faid  Yearly-meeting,  I  was  vifited  with  fevere 
ficknefs  for  a  month,  infomuch  that  many 
thought  I  fliould  not  recover.  In  the  time  of 
this  illnefs  I  intelligibly  heard  in  the  fecret  of 
my  foul,  in  filence  and  fliilnefs,  this  awful 
language,  c  Set  thine  houfe  in  order,  for  thou 
4  fiialt  die  and  not  live.5*  This,  though  plain 
and  alarming,  did  not  at  all  ftrike  my  mind 
with  a  belief  that  I  was  loon  to  leave  the 
body  ;  but  two  things  feemed  fpecially  to  be 
fet  before  me:  ill.  Though  I  had  a  written 
will  by  me,  very  nearly  agreeable  to  my  mind., 
yet  as  it  was  not  quite  fo,  one  fenfe  of  the  word, 

4  fet  thine  houfe  in  order/  was  to  me  as  much 
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as  {  make  thy  will ;  ’  whereupon  I  fent  for  a 
friend,  who,  by  my  defire,  and  according  to 
my  direction,  wrote  another  for  me,  which 
was  foon  figned  and  v/itnefted  to  my  fatisfafHon. 
sd,  I  was. fully  fatisfied  that  it  was  the  Lord5s  will 
that  I  {hould  be  given  up  to  the  vifit  mentioned 
above,  and  that  I  {hould  fet  my  houfe  in  fuch 
order,  as  to  leave  my  family  and  affairs .  Upon 
this  I  gave  up  fully  to  the  heavenly  vifion,  and 
never  afterwards  turned  my  back  upon  it ;  nor 
dared  to  depart  from  my  covenant,  that  if 
he  would  be  my  God,  be  with  me,  and  pre- 
ferve  me  and  mine,  I  would  be  his  fervant,, 
and  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  pleafed  to 
lead  me.  However,  though  I  durft  not  re- 
fufe  to  go  on  this  errand,  I  often  had  low 
times,  wherein  I  aim  oft  loft  light  of  the  once 
clear  profpeft;  yet  it  would  again  and  again 
revive  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  convinced  me  that 
my  peace  was  in  it;  and  even  that  my  liveli¬ 
hood,  fpiritually,  as  much  confided  in  faithfully 
labouring  for  daily  bread,  and  that  in  the  way 
of  truth’s  requirings,  as  my  outward  living 
or  fupport  depended  oil  an  honeft  induftry. 
For  if  we  will  not  improve  our  ftrength  and 
abilities  to  this  purpofe,  then  4  the  fluggard 
4  that  will  not  plough,  {hall  beg  in  harveft  and 
4  have  nothing;’*  and  on  the  other  hand, 
though  we  labour  ever  fo  earneftly,  if  the 
Lord  withhold  his  blefting*,  how  fruitlefs  are 
all  our  labours ! — So  in  fpirituals,  c  the  man  is 
4  not  without  the  woman,  nor  the  woman 


#  Prov.  xx.  4 


*34 


JOURNAL  OF 


*  without  the  man;’  *  i,  e.  Chrift  is  not 
without  the  church,  nor  the  church  with¬ 
out  hi  nr  m  the  work  of  religion  t  nor  indeed  is 
tttty  individual  foul  without  him,  nor  he  with¬ 
out  that  individual,  in  the  work  of  falvation  ; 
bat  he^woiketh  in  the  foul,  and  through  him 
the  loui  worketh  out  its  own  falvation.  Here 
is  a  bieffed  co-operation  ;  and  the  very  reafon 
why  the  cieature  can  and  does,  in  a  fenfe; 
work  out  his  own  falvation ,  rs  becaufe  God 
worketh  in  him ,  begetting  the  will,  and  giving 
ability  to  do  the  deed ;  but  if  after  all,  he  will 
not,  it  will  fare  with  him  as  with  Jerufalem, 
who  might  often  have  been  gathered,  but  they 
would  not ;  wherefore  their  houfe  was  left  unto- 
them  defolate,  and  the  things  that  belonged  to 
their  peace  hid  from  their  eyes.  &  • 

Now,  after  paffing  through  various  exercifes, 
and  finally  witnefling  a  full  fubmiffion  to  the 
divine  will,  in  regard  to  giving  up  all  to  follow 
him,  in  this  religious  vifit ;  and  obtaining  the 
approbation  of  our  Monthly  and  Quarterly- 
meetings  ;  I  took  leave  of  my  dear  wife,  and 
tender  little  children,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,, 
and  in  full'nefs  of  endeared  natural-  affection, 
on  the  2 id  of  the  Seventh  month,  1786,  and' 
rode  to  Providence;  thence  next  day  to  South- 
Kingfton  ;  next  day,  being  Firft  of  the  week, 

I  met  my  beloved  friend  jofeph  Mitchell,  and, 
after  meeting,  we  rode  on  to  Stoningtown,  in¬ 
die  State  of  Connecticut,  and  next  day  to 
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New-London,— and  thence  by  water  to  South- 
old,  on  Long-Ifland  ;  next  day  rode  about  fifty 
miles,  and  towards  noon  the  day  following,  got 
to  Bethpage,  and,  on  the  morrow,  attended 
a  meeting  appointed  for  us  there.  Jofeph  had 
good  fervice  there.  I  was  flint  up  as  to  words, 
but  had  clear  openings.  It  is  fometimes  wifely 
ordered,  that  precious  and  divine  openings  are 
treafured  up  in  the  Lord’s  treafury ;  but  how 
dangerous  would  it  be  to  fquander  them  away, 
and  lavifh  them  out  among  people,  only  bc- 
caufe  we  are  favoured  with  the  openings,  how¬ 
ever  clear  and  even  inftru&ive,  without  the 
word  of  command,  and  the  divine  neceflity,  to 
deliver  them  to  the  people. 

Next  day  we  got  to  Weftbury  Quarterly¬ 
meeting.  On  Sixth  day  Jofeph  faid  a  little  to 
good  purpofe  among  them  in  the  meeting  for 
difcipline,  and  a  few  words  at  the  adjournment 
of  the  Seleft  meeting ;  but  I  was  filent  through 
all  the  meetings.  Seventh  day  we  had  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Oyfter-Bay,  and  another  at  Matinicock 
in  the  afternoon.  The  firft  was  heavy  ;  but 
Matinicock  was  more  favourable,  and  I  believe 
we  both  had  fome  favourable  fervice  there, 
to  the  lukewarm  and  carelefs,  and  in  the  way 
of  encouragement  to  a  few  fincere-hearted 
worfhippers. 


Firft  day,  we  were  at  Weftbury,  to  good 
fatisfaftion  ;  called  many  to  a  deeper  exercife 
and  feelingly  invited  the  youth  to  a  life  of 
religion.  Second  day,  we  had.  a  meeting  at 

Cow- 
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Cow-Neck,  a  pretty  favoured  time,,  though  we 
both  had  to  fearch  Jerufalem,  as  it  were,  with 
candles,  and  to  drop  things  very  clofe  and  ur¬ 
gent  ;  yet.  we  alfo  had  the  comfortable  lan¬ 
guage  of  invitation  and  encouragement  to  the 
dear  youth,  fome  of  whom  feemed  tenderly 
affe&ed.  Before  this  meeting,  we  had  a  family 
opportunity  in  the  morning  at  a  friend’s  houfe, 
and  had  to  labour  againft  a  fpirit  of  grandeur, 
and  high-mindednefs,  and  felt  great  peace  in* 
the  faithful  difcharge  of  our  duty;  and  efpeci- 
ally  in  a  fpring  of  living  encouragement  to  a 
fteady  perfeverance  in  true  humility  arid  meek-, 
nefs,  which  flowed  frefli  and  lively  to  a  few 
prefent,  whom  we  felt  to  be  already  in  a  good: 
degree  enamoured  with  aprofpeft  thereof.  Third 
day  we  had  a  meeting  at  the  widow  Mott’s,, 
an  elderly  friend. .  Fifth  day,  being  the  third 
of  the  Eighth  month,  we  attended  Flufhing 
Monthly  meeting  — a  mournful  time  it  was  to 
me,  though  Jofeph  had  to  found  a  little  alarm 
among  them.  We  went  the  next  day  to  New¬ 
town,  where  a  meeting,  was  appointed  for  us. 


Few  friends  live  here.  I  thought,  as  I  was 


fpeaking,  according  to  clear  openings,  the 
matter  was  too  deep  for  mod  prefent ;  and: 
therefore  as  if  I,  poor  weak  worm,  could  fleer 
my  own  courfe  better  than  the  great  Pilot,  or 
better  fuit  my  fubjeft  to  the  flares  of  the  people,,. 
I  flepped  alide  from  the  opening,  and,  with  a. 
view  to  condefcend  to  the  people’s  conditions, 
ftruck  upon  more  familiar  and  more  common 
matters,  in  -illuflrating  truth’s  gradual  teach¬ 
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ings ;  but  alas  !  I  found  #  it  is  truly  not  in  man 
that  walketh  to  direct  his  own  fteps  in  this  great 
work;  forv  inftead  of  inftru&ing  the  people  in 
it,  I  foon  dried  up  the  fpring  of  life  I  felt 
before ;  and  I  fat  down  in  a  degree  of  fhamc 
and  confufion,  being  taught  thereby  to  trujl  in 
the  Lord  with  all  my  heart ,  and  not  lean  to  my 
own  under/landing . 

After  this,  we  went  to  New- York,  it  being 
Seventh  day,  and  Friends  holding  two  meetings 
there  of  courfe  on  Firft  day,  (laid  until  then, 
at  both  which  Jofeph  had  pretty  good  fervice, 
but  I  was  entirely  {hut  up  in  filence.  Third 
day  8th,  had  a  meeting  at  Rahway.  My 
dear  companion  was  favoured  with  a  clofe 
fearching  teftimony  to  fome,  and  comfortable 
encouragement  to  others.  A  wide  field  of 
doctrine  was  opened  before  me,  wherein,  for 
fome  time,  I  expefied  it  would  be  my  lot  to 
labour  ;  but  as  I  waited,  not  willing  to  proceed 
in  the  opening  however  clear,  without  the 
word  or  command,  it  clofed  again  ;  fo  I  was 
filent,  fave  that  I  juft  informed  the  meeting 
how  it  had  been  with  me.  Fourth  day,  9th,. 
we.  attended  Friends  *  preparative  meeting  at 
Plainfield ;  my  mouth  was  opened  in  an  alarm-* 
ing  teilimony  among  them  in  the  meeting  for 
woifhip,  and  JofepfFs  in  folemn  fupplication, 
that  the  loft  days  of  fuch  as  had  long  been 
gathering  ruft,  might,  by  the  fire  and  the 
immmei ,  be  tneir  beft  days*.  Sixth  day,  iitli, 
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had  an  exercifing  meeting  at  Shrewfbury. 
Seventh  day  12th,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Squancum. 

Fird  clay,  13th,  we  were  at  Sqnan  meet¬ 
ing  ;  it  was  a  very  dripping  time  to  me.  Third 
day,  15th,  had  a  very  laborious  meeting  at 
Barnagat,  though  a  few  exercifed  Friends  be¬ 
long  there;  and  Fourth  day,  x6th,  another 
fuch  at  Little  Egg-Harbour.  Here  we  faw  our 
ancient  worthy  friend  Ann  Guant,  who  had 
twice  vifited  New-England  in  the  work  of  the 
minidry  :  {he  feemed  lively  in  old  age,  and  her 
company  was  pleafant.  Fifth  day,  17th,  v^e 
attended  their  .mid-week  meeting  at  Great 
Egg-Harbour,  where  Jofeph  had  good  fervice. 
Sixth  day,  1 8th,  had  a  meeting  in  the  other 
meeting-houfe  at  Great  Egg-harbour.  Here  it 
was  my  lot  to  have  a  good  open  time  both  in 
tedimony  and  fupplication.  Seventh  day,  igth, 
had  another  open  meeting  at  Cape-May  in  the 
morning,  to  pretty  good  fatisfaftion.  Hence 
we  rode  to  Mark  Reeve’s  in  Cohanfey.  We 
found  him  recovering  from  great  bodily  illnefs, 
and  in  a  fweet  difpofition  of  mind.  He  wTas 
one  of  the  fird  travellers  whofe  minidry  was 
powerfully  reaching  to  my  mind,  when  he  was 
in  our  parts  many  years  pad  on  a  religious  vifit, 
with  Stephen  Comfort.  It  was  very  comfortable 
to  be  a  little  in  company  and  fweet  converfation 
with  the  only  one  of  them  now  living. 

Fird  day,  20th,  we  attended  their  meeting 
held  at  Greenwich,  Second  day  aid,  we  had 
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a  meeting  at  Alloways-Creek.  The  flate  of 
fuch  as  thought  themfelves  rich  and  increafed 
in  goods,  &c.  and  yet  had  too  much  neglefted 
to  buy  4  gold  tried  in  the  fire,’  that  they  might 
be  rich,  and  c  white  raiment,5  that  they  might 
be  clothed,  fprang  frefli  in  my  mind  ;  yet  I 
believe  there  is  a  remnant  among  them  who 
are  in  a  good  degree  alive  in  the  truth.  May 
theie  be  flrengthened,  and  their  number  in¬ 
creafed. — This  meeting,  though  very  painful 
and  dull  in  the  fore-part,  was  comfortably  re- 
frefhing  in  the  conclufion.  Third  day,  2  2d, 
we  had  a  bleffed  heavenly  meeting  at  Salem, 
though  my  dear  companion  was  quite  (hut  up  ; 
but  my  mind  was  much  opened  and  enlarged  ; 
and  much  1  had  to  do  among  them  in  the  flow¬ 
ings  of  divine  favour  :  bleffed  be  the  great 
helper !  Fourth  day,  23d,  we  had  another 
favoured  meeting  at  Piles-Grove, — -at  leaf!  my 
own  way  feemed  very  open,  and  my  mind  fa¬ 
voured  in  a  comfortable  degree,  after  fome  time 
.or  exercife  in  filence  ;  but  Jofeph  was  dill  fliut 
up.  Fifth  day,  24th,  had  a  good  open  meeting 
at  Upper-Greemvich,  where  truth  favoured 
with  matter  and  utterance,  to  pretty  good 
fatisfa&ion.  Sixth  day,  25th,  we  had  another 
pretty  good  meeting  at  Woodbury ;  though  I 
did.  not  feel  quite  fo  well  fatisfied  with  my  own 
teflimony  as  at  fome  other  times ;  yet  I  had  a 
degree  of  peace.  Seventh  day,  26th,  we  at¬ 
tended,  the  feleft  Quarterly  meeting  at  Burling¬ 
ton.  Firft  day,  27th,  attended  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon  meetings  for  worfhip,  fuffering  great 
inward  want  and  diitrefs ;  but,  through  a  degree 
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of  patience,  was  enabled  to  endure  it*  Jofepfi 
feemed  comfortable,  had  a  little  to  do  in  the 
meeting,  and  could  converfe  pleafently  with 
his  friends  after  it ;  while  !  was  fo  (hut  up  that, 
though  fome  of  them  felt  near  to  me,  I  could 
fearce  ufe  any  freedom  with  any  of  them.  In¬ 
deed  I  feared  they  would  think  my  referve  was 
affefted  ;  but  truly  it  was  not.  I  tried  divers 
times  to  ufe  a  little  pleafant  freedom  ;  but  the 
more  I  tried,  the  more  referved  and  fhut  up  I 
felt,  and  even  feemed  to  mvfelf  to  aft  like  a 
fool  when  I  attempted  to  ufe  freedom  ;  there¬ 
fore  I  gave  up  to  be  as  I  could  be,  and  to  endure 
this  (hutting  up,  with  all  the  patience  I  poffibly 
could,  as  from  the  hand  of  God,  for  what 
purpofe  I  knew  not. 

Second  day,  28th,  attended  the  Quarterly 
meeting,  going  into  it  under  great  weaknefs 
and  want ;  but  foon  after  fitting  down,  the 
power  of  the  word  of  life  arofe,  in  freflinefs 
and  dominion,  with  an  opening  clear  and  living  ; 
wherein  I  felt  a  neceffity  to  (land  up  and  pro¬ 
claim  the  word  of  the  Lord  among  them.  But 
it  being  a  very  large  meeting,  and  feveral  great 
and  eminent  minifters  of  the  gofpel  prefent,. 
it  was  no  final!  crofs  to  me  to  appear  among 
them  ;  however  I  was  pretty  foon  made  willing 
to  yield  to  the  preffing  motions  of  truth,  and 
therein  (landing  up,  was  favoured  to  fpeak  clofely 
to  the  dates  of.fuch  as  had  not  been  faithful  to 
divine  manifedations  ;  and  even  fome  who  had 
known  their  heads  to  be  crowned  as  it  were  with 
crowns  of  gold,  and  yet  had  fo  fallen  diort, 
that,  if  they  did  not  arife  and  trim  their  lamps, 
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I  believed  the  kingdom  would  be  rent  from 
them,  their  crowns  taken  from  their  heads,  and 
given  to  others  that  were  better  than  they  :  but 
I  had  alfo  a  comfortable  profpeft  of  many  truly 
tender  religious  minds  prefent,  and  of  hopeful 
young  people,  a  valuable  number ;  and  it 
opened  in  me  to  fay,  I  believed  the  children 
were  already  born  who  would  live  to  fee  a 
better  day;  and  enjoy  the  overfpreading  canopy 
of  divine  love  in  a  more  eminent  degree, 
through  faithfulnefs,  than  what  many  now  do. 
It  was  a  precious  and  heavenly  opportunity,  and 
divers  living  teftimonies  were  borne  by  brethren 
prefent,  to  the  rejoicing  of  many  hearts.  - 
i  .  .  ■_  / 

; .  Third  day,  29th,  we  attended  the  youth’s 
meeting  at  this  place:  a  large,  comfortable, 
tnflru&ive  meeting  it  was.  We  were  both 
filent ;  but  truth’s  teflimony  was  livingly  de¬ 
clared  by  two  or  three  gofpel  minifters  of  this 
land,  or  of  Pennfylvania :  after  which  we  at¬ 
tended  'the  adjournment  of  the  feleft  meeting 
to  a  good  degree  of  latisfa&ion.  Fourth  day, 
30th,  were  at  the  feleft  Quarterly  meeting  at  the 
Falls,  for  Bucks  County  in  Pennfylvania,  where 
we  had  fome  clofe  hints  to  drop  ;  but  hope 
there  is  a  living  remnant  among  thdni.  Fifth 

attended  their  Quarterly  meeting, 
where  my  mind  was  favoured  in  teftimony  to 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  as  effeaually 
Witneffed  in  and  by  many,  in  our  and  our  fore¬ 
fathers  days  ;  and  which,  as  I  believe,  will  yet 
more  abundantly  be  witneffed  among  the  na¬ 
tions  :  for  I  do  believe  the  Lord  is  arifing 
to  fliake  terribly  the  earth,  and  that  multitudes 

will 
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will  be  brought  to  the  inward  knowledge  of 
this  glorious  truth,  c  Chrift  in  you,  the  hope 
c  of  glory.’*  joieph  was  lilent  in  the  meeting 
for  publick  worlhip  ;  but  our  dear  friend  John 
Lloyd  bore  a  living  teftimcny  among  us,  and  a 
good  time  it  was. 

Sixth  day.  Ninth  month  1  ft,  attended  the 
youth’s  meeting  here — a  pretty  favoured  time 
on  the  whole — Jofeph  had  good  fervice  in 
lively  teftimony  among  them.  I  was  quite 
calm  and  eafy,  without  a  word  in  that  way. 
After  this  we  attended  the  adjournment  of  the 
feleft  meeting,  to  pretty  good  fatisfaftion. 
Seventh  day,  2d  of  the  month,  we  had  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Makefield  ;  where,  after  deep  exercife, 
truth  rofe  at  length  into  great  dominion  ;  and 
divers  living  testimonies  were  borne,  to  the 
great  tendering  of  many  minds,  efpecially  among 
the  youth,'  many  of  whom  were  prefent,  and 
preffingly  and  powerfully  perfuaded  to  choofe 
the  Lord  for  their  portion.  Indeed  it  was  a 
precious  time  to  them,  and  a  large  number  of 
them  were  very  much  reached  and  broken : 
may  they  live  under  a  fenfe  of  it !  Backlliders 
were  alfo  preffingly  warned,  and  truth  was  over 
all :  bleffed  be  the  powerful  helper  of  the  truly 
dependant !  for  he  is  their  only  hope,  and 
their  rock  of  defence  in  all  their  exercifes  ;  and 
they  learn  and  know,  from  multiplied  experience, 
that  without  him  they  can  do  nothing  in  a  reli¬ 
gious  line,  that  will  either  pleafe  him,  or  profit 

.  >  v  yr-  ,  , 
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the  people  or  their  own  fouls.  But  O,  the 
wonderful  and  inexpreffible  light,  life,  power 
and  dominion,  wherein  he  arifes  at  times  for 
the  help,  comfort,  and  encouragement  of  his 
faithful  fervants !  Words  fall  fhort  in  expreffion 
thereof,  and  language  cannot  reach  it ! — there¬ 
fore  bow,  O  my  foul,  in  filent,  humble,  pro- 
ftration,  and  reverential  gratitude  and  awe, 
before  him,  the  Lord  God  omnipotent,  that 
v  reigneth ! — Blefs  him,  praife  him,  and  adore 
him  for  ever;  for  he  is  worthy  to  be  fought 
unto,  trufled  in,  worfhipped  and  obeyed,  and 
that  by  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael,  can  my 
foul,  in  feeling  thankfulnefs  and  awful  fenfi- 
bility,  at  this  time  teflify  and  declare.  Amen  ! 


Firfl  day,  3d,  at-  a  meeting  at  Plumftead 
We  fuffered  long ;  but  at  length  we  felt  re¬ 
lieved,  the  unfaithful  wTere  admonifhed,  the 
youth  invited,  and  the  heavy-hearted  encou¬ 
raged  :  it  was  a  heavenly  time  ;  light  and  life 
were  felt  triumphing  over  death  and  darknefs ! 
What  fhall  we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  ?  Let  us  lie  low  before  him,  feel 
our  dependancy  upon  him,  and  never  prefume 

to  move  in  his  great  work  without  his  affift- 
ance. 


.  Second  day,  4th,  I  went  with  my  compa¬ 
nion  to  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Buckingham ; 
but  he,  being  much  unwell  with  a  fever,  which 
had  been  preceded  with  an  aguifh  paroxyfm, 
left  the  meeting  foon  after  our  fitting  down  1 
my  mind  was  fhut  up,  and  that  too,  under 

great 
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great  exercife  ;  but  after  long  waiting,  I  had 
feme  pretty  bright  openings,  wherein  I  found 
ftrength  to  hand  up,  and  was  richly  favoured 
with  truth’s  help,  and  I  hope  to  fome  real 
ufefulnefs  to  the  friends  and  people  prefent. 
In  the  meeting  for  bufinefs  I  found  much  to 
do  among  them  ;  though  I  was  very  fenfible 
of  a  living  concerned  remnant  there* 

Third  day,  5th  of  Ninth  month,  I  left  my 
dear  companion  at  our  friend  Thomas  Smith’s, 
unable  to  ride  much,  and  went  to  the  monthly 
meeting  at  Wrights-Town  ;  where  truth,  after 
a  time  of  humble  waiting,  rofe  into  good 
authority;  wherein  I  rejoiced  to  feel  the  great 
Mailer  ftill  owning  us  to  be  his  people,  and 
favouring  us  with  his  heart-cheering  prefence, 
I  was  confiderably  drawn  out  in  teflimony  and 
ardent  ^application,  among  them  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  ;  and  in  the  meeting  for  church  difcipline, 
had  to  labour  a  little  to  promote  plainnefs, 
and  good  order  in  fome  other  refpefts,  and 
had  peace  in  my  labours,  . 

Fourth  day,  6th,  without  my  companion, 
he  being  Hill  unwell,  I  attended  the  Falls 
Monthly  meeting,  to  pretty  good  fatisfaftion, 
though  I  had  clofe  fearching  labour  with  them, 
and  in  the  meeting  for  bufinefs  alfo.  Fifth 
day,  7th,  I  attended  Middletown  Monthly 
meeting  to  pretty  good  fatisfaftion.  Sixth  day, 
8th,  went  back  to  fee  my  dear  companion  ; 
found  him  better,  and  was  rejoiced  to  fee  him. 
Seventh  day,  9th,  I  had  a  Meeting  at  Briftol, 
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was  fliut  up  in  filence,  except  juft  to  tell  them 
of  their  want  of  inward  gathering. 

Firft  day,  10th,  I  went,  accompanied  by  my 
dear  friend  James  Moon  and  James  Simpfon, 
to  Trenton,  in  Weft  Jerfey,  where  a  pretty 
large  number  of"  people,  not  of  our  fociety, 
attended  the  meeting :  they  fat  very  attentive 
and  quiet,  and  I  was  largely  opened  among 
them  in  the  do&rines  of  truth.  The  people 
feemed  fomewhat  reached,  and  I  truft  it  was  a 
good  meeting  to  many;  however,  I  did  not 
feel  truth  to  reign  in  dominion  over  all,  as  at 
fome  other  times  ;  therefore,  found  the  truth 
of  the  fcripture  affertion,  c  Ye  have  need  of 
‘  patience,  that,  after  ye  have  done  the  will 
*  of  God,  ye  might  receive  the  promife.’  * 

Second  day,  1  ith,  I  had  a  pretty  good  meet¬ 
ing  at  a  place  called  Stonybrook  ;  and  though 
it  was  long  filent,  yet  at  length,  through  deep 
exercife,  truth  rofe  and  brought  comfort  to 
fome  of  our  minds. 

Third  day,  12th,  had  a  little  meeting  at 
Upper  freehold,  called  Robins’s  meeting.  Our 
labour  was  hard  in  filence,  but  in  the  con- 
cluiion  a  little  life  fpread  over  us,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  were  pretty  much  reached,  and  broken 
into  tendernefs  and  contrition. 


*  Heb.  x.  36. 
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Fourth  day,  13th,  had  a  very  heavenly 
meeting  at  a  fchool-houfe,  at  Upper  Freehold, 
which  was  a  great  comfort  to  my  mind,  and 
X  truft  to  many  more ;  for  truth  was  over  all, 
praifed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  In  the  after¬ 
noon  we  had  another  meeting  at  a  place  called 
Arney’s-town,  in  which  we  fat  long  in  filence ; 
but  near  the  clofe  I  hood  up  and  exprefied  a 
few  words,  pointing  the  people  to  Chrift  in 
Spirit;  after  which  my  friend. James  Simpfon 
had  confiderable  to  fay,  and  I  truft  the  meeting 
ended  well. 

Fifth  day,  14th,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Chefterfield,  called  alfo  Croffwicks.  I  fat  long 

many  prefentations  attended  my 
mind,  and  as  I  waited  for  the  word  of  life,  I 
faw  there  were  many  fubjefts  on  which  a  man 
'  might  either  mufe  or  fpeak,  divers  fields  of 
do&rine,  and  a  large  fcope  for  choice  ;  but,  that 
we  cannot  choofe  aright  for  ourfelves,  any 
more  than  we  know  what  to  pray  for  without 
afiiftance.  So  I  was  made  willing  to  rejeft  all 
thefe  falfe  openings,  however  beautiful  ;  and, 
finking  down  into  the  filence  of  all  flefh,  it  was 
frefhly  brought  to  mind — Ever  remember,  when 
thou  approached:  before  thy  God  in  order  to 
worfhip  him,  that  of  thyfelf  thou  canft  do 
nothing ;  that  thy  bufinefs  is  ,to  wait  in  true 
filence,  breathing  to  him  for  help  and  in- 
ftnndion,  not  prefuming  to  ftir  him  up,  or 
awake  him  before  he  pleafe,  nor  to  form  unto 
thyfelf  a  graven  image,  or  warm  thyfelf  by 
the  fparks  of  thy  own  kindling,  left  thou  lie 
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down  in  forrow.  If  thou  feelcft  thy  mind  ever 
fo  empty  and  barren,  keep  in  true  resignation  ; 
keep  the  word  of  his  patience,  and  he  will 
keep  thee  in  the  hour  of  temptation.  Watch 
and  pray  continually,  and  truft  in  the  Lord 
with  all  thine  heart,  and  lean  not  to  thine 
own  understanding.  After  fitting  fome  time 
under  the  frelh  revival  of  thefe  things,  in,,  the 
meeting  this  day,  I  flood  up  and  declared  how 
it  had  been  with  me  in  the  meeting.  This 
afternoon  we  had  a  very  painful  meeting  at 
Bordemown,  in  which  we  laboured  and  had 
peace. 


Sixth  day,  15th,  had  a  meeting  at  Mans- 
field-Neck.  Here  the  feed  was  under  fuffer- 
ings ;  too  many  prefent  fat  idle,  and  lived  too 
carelefs  and  unconcerned  lives;  but,  after  a 
feaion  of  luffering  in  filence,  truth  triumphed 
overall,  and  God  gave  us -the  dominion,  the 
victory  and  rejoicings  A  heavenly  time  it  was 
indeed  !  the  faithful  were  comforted  and  en¬ 
couraged  ;  the  lukewarm  warned,  and  called 
to  awake  and  arife  from  their  beds  of  eafe, 
that  Chrift  might  give  them  light  ;  and  the 
dear  youth  movingly  perfuaded  to  forfake 
all,  and  come  and  follow  Jelus ;  to  come  taile 
and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good.  Many  minds 
were  much  reached,  tendered  and  encouraged. 
G,  my  foul,  remember  and  adore  him  for*  all 
his  favours,  and  for  every  fuch  watering  and 
dew-defcending  feafon  ! 

i  ' 

.Seventh  day,  1 6th.  An  exercifmg  meeting 
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at  Mansfield.  •  Firft  day,  17th,  I  attended  the 
meeting  at  Upper-Springfield,  which,  though 
through  fome  exercile  in  the  beginning,  was 
a  good  comfortable  meeting,  truth  reigning 
over  all.  In  the  afternoon  I  had  a  filent  meet¬ 
ing  at  a  place  called  the  Mount ;  it  was  pretty 
large,  and  fcarce  any  exercife  appeared  to  reft 
on  the  minds  of  the  people.  Second  day 
1 8th,  I  had  a  painful,  yet,  in  the  end,  a  com¬ 
fortable  meeting  at  Old- Springfield,  where  met 
me  my  dear  friend  John  Simpfon,  to  join  me 
a  little  in  the  weighty  fervice  before  me,  in 
the  abfence  of  my  much  beloved  companion, 
who,  he  informed  me,  was  very  ill ;  and 
James,  the  brother  of  John,  having  left  me, 
it  was  truly  acceptable  to  be  joined  by  fo 
united  a  brother.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a 
meeting  at  Burlington.  I  was  fhut  up  in  filence, 
which  is  the  third  filent  meeting  I  have  at¬ 
tended  with  friends  of  that  place  ;  but  dear 
John  had  good  feryice,  of  which  I  was  glad, 

•  *  f  ,  .  t  > 

Third  day,  19th,  we  were  favoured  with 
a  bleffed,  yea, an  exceeding  heavenly  and 
watering  opportunity,  at  the  houfe  and  in  the 
family  of  my  dear  friend  John  Ho/kins,  among 
his  children.  Advice  and  fupplication  flowed 
freely  and  powerfully  to  our  great  confolatioji 
together.  After  this  we  went  to  Mount-Holly, 
and  attended  a  meeting  that  had  been  appoint¬ 
ee}  there  for  me ;  it  was  indeed  a  moft  melting, 
favoured  time ;  both  exhortation  and  prayer 
were  eminently  attended  with  life  and  divine 
authority.  A  more  evident  Supply  of  divine 

fufficiency 
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fufiiciency  in  folemn  fupplication  perhaps  I 
never  knew ;  for  which  my  heart  was  and  is 
awfully  bowed  to  the  God  and  Father  of  all 
our  mercies  ;  to  whom  I  bend  the  knee  re¬ 
verently,  and  acknowledge  him  as  my  only 
helper,  and  all-fufficient  fupport.  However,  I 
had  to  fee  that  things  were  much  out  of  order 
at  this  place  ;  and  was  divinely  enabled  to 
point  out  and  fpeak  to  feveral  conditions,  be¬ 
lieving  fpirltual  blindnefs  had  ^t  lead:  in  part 
overtaken  feme  who  had  once  feen  clearer. 
Some  were  lame,  fome  were  halting,  fome  I 
thought  were  greatly  withered,  and  fome  I 
thought  refembled  the  dry  bones,  concerning 
which  it  was  queried,  c  Can  thefe  dry  bones 
€  live  ?’  To  all  thefe  dates  I  had  to  fpeak  a 
word  of  reproof,  of  lamentation  ;  and  alfo  of 
encouragement  yet  to  hope,  to  wait  for  and 
feek  after  ftrength,  and  therein  to  arile  and 
prefs  forward  :  for  even  the  dry  bones  did  live. 
But  above  all,  the  animating  word  of  perfuafion 
and  encouragement  flowed  powerfully  to  the 
tender  youth,  like  a  river  of  living  water 
through  my  foul  to  them  ;  blefled  be  the  Lord 
for  every  favour ! 

*  V 

After  meeting  we  made  a  comfortable  vifit 
to  onr  dear  ancient  friend,  the  widow  of  that 
Worthy  felf-denying  valiant  of  the  Lord,  John 
Woolman ;  and  to  their  daughter,  with  her 
hufband  and  children.  The  widow  was  in  a 
meek,  humble,  loving  frame  of  mind :  I  think 

the  Lord  is  with  her,  and  believe  he  will  be 
with  her. 
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Fourth  day ,  2oth,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Vincent-Town,  and,  after  long  filence,  I°had 
to  weep  a  little  as  between  the  porch  and  the 
altar ,  and  called  thofe  met  with  us  to  do  the 
idv, ;  foi  1  feared  the  Heritage  would  be  given 
so  lepioach,  the  heathen  rule  over  them,  and 
fay  among  the  people,  Where  is  their  God  ? 
John  joined  me  in  founding  an  alarm ;  and 
Ui'_y  weie  called  to  mourning,  and  to  teach 
tiieir  clnldien  lamentation*  -Arter  meeting  I 
*  ode  Luca  to  Iv. o uu t-1  lolly — tli en  to  Burling¬ 
ton  ;  fo  croffed  the  Delaware  to  Briftol,  and 
home  with  my  dear  ancient  friend  James 
Moon,  who  had  been  fo  kind  as  thus  far  to 
accompany  me. 

Next  day,  the  21ft,  the  good  old  man  ac¬ 
companied  me  to  fee  my  companion,  whofe 
life  we  had  lately  been  informed  was  quite 
defpaired  of:  we  found  him  very  ill  indeed, 
but  yet  I  had  a  degree  of  hope.  Sixth  day, 
22d,  dear  Jofeph  is  yet  very  dangeroufly  fick, 
though  we  hope  a  little  alteration  for  the 
better.  Seventh  day,  23d,  I  left  him,  and 
rode  to  Philadelphia  to  the  Seleft  Yearly  Meet¬ 
ing,  which  was  very  large. 

Firft  day,  24th,  I  attended  three  meet¬ 
ings.  rlhe  firft  at  Pine  fireet  meeting-houfe, 
where  the  Lord,  being  gracioufiy  with  me, 
opened  my  mouth  in  testimony  and  folemii 
fupplication  :  many  hearts  were  tendered,  and 
my  foul  rejoiced — -the  Lord  have  all  the  glory  J 
Our  friend  James  Thornton  was  eminently 

favoured 


JOB  SCOTT, 


I5'I 

favoured  in  a  powerful  teftimony,  as  alfo  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  Bank  meeting ;  and  our* 
dear  friend  Samuel  Emlen  had  a  lively  time  in 
a  fhort  teflimony  after  James.  In  the  evenings 
attended  Market  ftreet  meeting,  where  our 
worthy  friend  John  Storer,  from  Old  England, 
appeared  with  in{tru£Hve  clearnefs  and  falli¬ 
bility,  both  in  prayer  and  teflimony. 

Second  day,  27th,  and  Third  day,  26thy 
attended  feveral  fittings  of  the  Yearly  meeting 
for  bufinefs,  and  one  fitting  of  the  Select  meet¬ 
ing,  to  pretty  good  fatisfaclion. 

Fourth  day,  27th,  word  came  of  my  dear 
companion,  (by  two  phyficians  who  had  been 
up  to  vifit  him  by  mine  and  my  friend’s  re- 
quefl),  that  he  departed  this  life  about  an  hour 
paft  midnight  this  morning.  This  caufed  in¬ 
deed  a  clofe  exercife,  and  brought  me  to  an 
examination  whether  I  had  done  right  in 
leaving  him  ;  but,  on  mature  confideration, 
X  found  peace  in  having  fo  done  :  and  divers 
valuable  friends  accompanying  me,  who  felt 
engaged  to  leave  the  Yearly  meeting  on  the 
occafion,  I  went  up  to  Buckingham  m  order 
to  attend  the  funeral. 

Fifth  day,  28th,  we  attended  accordingly, 
and  had,  after  the  interment  of  the  body,  a 
large  heavenly  meeting,  divers  living  tefii- 
monies  being  borne  to  the  power  and  efficacy 
of  truth,  and  fomething  by  one  or  two  or  his 
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acquaintance  refpefting  the  gravity,  circum- 
ip.eehon,  and  ufefulnefs  of  our  dear  deceafed 
triend,  in  his  day  and  generation.,  i  trull  it 
\\<\s  a  time  that  will  not  he  foon  forgotten  by 
ciivers  prefent,  whole  hearts  were  melted  and 
tcndeied  together.  After  the  meeting  we  re¬ 
turned  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  attend  the 
remaining  fittings  of  the  Yearly  meeting. 

!  -le  and  floth,  attended  feveral  fittings 
of  the  Yearly  meeting  for  bufmefs,  and  had  fome 
iutle_  fervices  therein  to  a  good  degree  of 
iatisfaftion  ;  the  meetings  being  owned  and 

crowned  by  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  of  life 
and  glory. 

*  .  '  '  V**  '  1 

'lenth  month,  iff,  and  Firll  day  of  the  week, 
attended  a  fitting  of  the  Seleft  Yearly  meeting, 
and  the  three  Meetings  for  worlh.ip ;  Pine 
hiect  in  the  morning.  Market  flreet  afternoon, 
Bank  in  the  evening :  in  all  which  truth  was 
.m  good  dominion,  under  the  affifling  influence 
whereof  my  way  was  open  in  gofpel  labours 
at  each  place,  I  hope  to  the  roufing  of  fome, 
and  {Lengthening  of  the  hearts  of  others. 

Second^  day  of  the  week,  and  2d  of  Tenth 
month..  The  Lift  fitting  of  the  Seleft  meeting 
was  this  day  divinely  owned,  as  were  divers  of 
the  preceding,  with  the  Lord’s  glory  filling 
the  inward  temple  of  the  fpiritual  houfe,  in 
fiich  a  manner  as  to  induce  a  living  remnant 
to  cry  in  the  fecret  of  their  fouls,  *  Bleiled  is  ' 

‘  he 


*  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord : 

4  Hofanna  in  the  highefl !'  #  In  the  courfe  of 
this  Yearly  meeting,  my  mind  was  often  bowed 
in  a  fenfe  of  the  Lord’s  condefcending  kind- 
nefs,  not  only  in  favouring  me  with  ftrength 
and  ability,  but  alfo  in  opening  the  hearts  of 
many  deeply  experienced  minifters  and  elders 
to  receive  and  fympathize  with  me  in  my  la¬ 
bours  :  for  which  the  holy  name  be  praifed? 
and  let  all  ever  bow  before  him  ! 

%  j  .  — 

Third  day,  3d,  I  began  to  defire  my  way 
might  open  to  leave  Philadelphia,  but  I  found 
no  way  out ;  fo  went  to  the  Bank  week-day 
meeting,  and'  was  there  filent.  Fourth  day, 
attended  the  week-day  meeting  at  Pine  ftreet ; 
had  a  good  open  time  in  founding  an  alarm  to 
the  lukewarm,  and  felt  fweet  inward  peace. 
Fifth  day,  was  at  Market-ftreet  Preparative 
meeting,  and  was  filent,  but  divers  teftimonies 
were  borne  in  Truth’s  authority.  Sixth  day? 
I  attended  their  Monthly  meeting,  and  was 
livingly  and  very  unexpectedly  opened,  in 
Truth’s  teftimony  againft  the  love  fpirit  and 
friendfliip  of  the  world  ;  and  to  call  Friends 
into  a  labour  in  their  families,  and  among 
their  dear  offspring.  This  was  extenfively  an 
alarming  day,  and  I  hope  fome  of  them  will 
profitably  take  the  alarm.  My  foul  had  great 
peace  :  blefled  be  the  holy  helper !  Seventh 
day,  vifited  fome  families.  Fir  ft  day,  8th,  rode 
to  Frankfort  meeting,  andv  there  fuffered 

#  Matt.  xxi.  9. 
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deeply  in  fpirir,  but  got  forae  relief  by  a  clofe 
€ciic  ung  teftimony  among  them  :  yet  remained 
uneafy,  and  returned  fo  to  Philadelphia.  Second 
day,  91  h,  attended  the  Select  meeting  to  home 
good  degree  of  fatisfaftion.  Third  day,  10th, 
i  had  a  meeting  at  Frankfort;  was  filent  until 
near  the  clofe — when  I  told  them  I  felt  fome- 
thing  prefen t  which  exceedingly  obftructed  the 
arifmg  of  life  in  the  meeting.  In  the  after, 
noon  we  had  a  meeting  at  Fair  Hill — I  was 
iilcnt  tnere.  Fourth  day,  11th,  had  a  meeting 
Jit  Germantown 5  in  which  my  lot  was  in  filence. 
Fifth  day,  1 2  th,  attended  the  T  ouths  General 
meeting,  at  Biberry,  and  ftifiered  ftillin  filence, 
reeling  myfelf  as  a  ftranger,  a  pilgrim  on  the 
earth;  and,  in  the  depth  of  my  diftrefs,  I 
faid  in  my  heart,  Lord,  why  haft  thou  thus 
f  01  taken  me  ?  Thou  h  no  weft  I  have  given  up 
iU!  that  is  near  and  dear  to  me  in  this  world, 
lollotv  thee  and  thy  call  into  this  land  5  my 
dear  wife  and  tender  offspring  I  have  left  be¬ 
hind  me,  and  come  forth  thus  far  into  a  land 
t  knew  not ;  and  I  can  appeal  to  thee,  O  my 
God  !  that  it  is  only  in  obedience  to  thy  will 
and  requirings.  Why  then  am  1  thus  left  ?  Why 
feel  1  myfelf  fo  deftitute  and  forfaken  of  all 
good  ?  Why  fee  I  no  way  caft  up  to  walk  in  ? 

1  hus,  or  to  this  purpofe,  I  bemoaned  my  de- 
folate  condition,  and  Ipread  my  cafe  before 
the  Lord  ray  God  with  tears ;  but  all  in  a 
good  degree  of  refutation  :  and  after  a  little 
fpace,  being  fully  fat i sited  all  would  work  foy 
good,  I  was  made  willing  to  be  as  poor,  empty 
and  blind,  as  the  Lord  would  have  me  to  be ; 

and 
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and  all  centered  in  this,  c  Not  my  will,  but 
*  thine  be  done/ 

Sixth  day,  13th,  was  at  a  meeting  ap¬ 
pointed  by  two  friends  from  New  York  go¬ 
vernment,  at  Abington  ;  my  own  way  being 
entirely  fhut  up,  fo  that  I  durfl  not  prefume’ 
to  appoint  a  meeting,  nor  yet  to  return  homej 
though  I  often  looked  towards  home,  but  it 
looked  dark.  So  I  fhould  have  quite  flopped,, 
had  there  not  been  a  meeting  for  thofe  two- 
friends,  which  I  thought  I  might  fafely  at¬ 
tend  ;  but  flill  filence  and  buffering  was  my 
lot ;  and  yet  the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafecf 
to  preferve  my  foul  in  a  good  degree  of  pa¬ 
tience  under  all. 

Seventh  day,  14th,  I  went  to  a  meeting 
appointed  for  the  aforefaid  friends  at  Horf- 
ham,  and  returned  with  my  friend  Jofhua 
Morris,  to  his  houfe  at  Abington.  Firfl  day, 
15th,  was  at  Abington  meeting  again,  and 
filent  in  both,  feeling  great  emptinefs.  It  is 
the  Lord's  hand,  let  him  do  as  he  pleafeth  ^ 
he  will  not  do  any  thing  for  my  harm.  Second 
day,  1 6th,  flopt  travelling,  and.  waited  on  the 
Lord  for  dire&ion  :  towards  night  a  little  light 
arofe,  and  I  thought  I  might  go  on  in  the 
morning,  if  the  way  fhould  continue  Hill  to  be 
open.  Third  day,  17th,  I  attended  their  meet¬ 
ing  at  Gwynedd,  my  tongue  as  it  were  cleaving, 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth.  Fourth  day,  1 8th ^ 
I  had  a  filent  meeting  at  Plymouth#  Fifth  day,, 
*9th>  was  at  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Richland^ 
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Ml  fliut  up  .in  filence.  Sixth  day,  soth,  at- 
tended  a  meeting  at  the  fame  place  for  two 
mairiages,  fliil  in  filence;  but  I  am  learning 
contentment,  and  to  endure  famine  drought 
and  hunger,  patiently.  Lord  fpare  not  until 
tny  wnl  be.accompliflted  in  me,  and  all  that  is 
in  me  bows  to  thy  feeptre,  and  yields  fully 
and  quietly  to  thy  difpofal. 

Seventh  day,  21ft,  had  a  meeting  at  Potts- 
Grove,  wherein  truth  rofe  into  dominion,  and 
my  faith  and  allurance  of  the  all-fufficiency  of 
trutn  s,  openings  and  leadings  were  greatly  in- 
creafed  ;  for  I  had  fat  through  eleven  meetings 
jn  filence,  one  after  another,  except  a  very 
few  words  juft  at  the  clofe  of  the  firft  of  them. 
Now,  in  all  thefe  fiient  meetings  I  could  never 
once,  except  thofe  few  words,  find  ability  or 
opennefs  to  fay  a  fingle  word;  and  I  believe  my 
filence  was  wholly  ordered  of  God,  though 
contrary  to  the  defires  of  many,  and  even  part 
of  the  time  very  unpleafant  to  my  own  mind  : 
but  it  pleated  my  great  Mailer  to  keep  me  to 
it,  until  I  was  made  to  yield  and  be  content 
with  whatever  he  pleafed  to  allot  unto  me  in 
my  pilgrimage,  however  it  might  induce  the 
ignorant  to  gaze  upon  me  as  a  fool ;  and  after 
I  had  thus  furrendered  up  all,  he  was  pleafed  to 
open  my  mouth  in  a  very  comfortable  manner 
to  myfelf,  and  I  believe  to  fome  others.  In 
this  meeting  I  felt  the  power  of  the  word  ef 
life  almoft  as  foon  as  I  fat  down  in  the  houfe; 
but  the  opening  was  on  a  very  unexpe&ed  fub- 
jeft-— a  difpofition  ftriving  to  comprehend  the 

unfathomable 


JOB  SCOTT. 


*57 


unfathomable  myfteries  of  the  infcrutable  God. 
This  was  the  fubjeft  that  opened  in  the  light 
and  in  the  life,  and  as  I  kept  to  the  opening 
I  had  much  to  fay  on  this  and  feveral  other 
fubjefts ;  with  confiderable  in  a  way  of  com¬ 
fort  and  encouragement,  to  a  tried  affli&ed 
ftate ;  and  being  favoured  with  the  fpirit  of 
fupplication,  the  meeting  ended  to  good  fatis- 
faftion.  After  meeting  I  was  informed  that 
fuch  an  inquifitive  diving  difpofition  after  hid¬ 
den  myfteries,  was  prefent  in  that  meeting,  and 
alfo  the  other  ftate  of  affii&ion  and  probation  : 
bleifed  be  the  Lord  for  all  his  fatherly  dif- 
penfations,  however  difagreeable  to  my  own 
inclinations! 


Firft  day,  2  2d,  I  attended  (dear  John  For¬ 
man  being  with  me,  as  he  had  been  for  feveral 
days  paft)  the  meeting  of  Friends  at  Robinfon 
or  the  Forefl — a  bleifed  time  it  was.  Second 
day,  23d,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Reading,  and 
next  day  at  Maiden  Creek,  both  I  hope  pro¬ 
fitable  good  meetings.  Fourth  day,  25th,  we 
were  at  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Exeter.  Truth 
rofe  into  bleifed  dominion,  and  reigned  over 
all  in  the  meeting  for  publick  worlhip,  to  the 
reaching  and  tendering  of  many  hearts.  Fifth 
day,  26th,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Nantmil,  to 
which  dear  Abel  Thomas  accompanied  us ;  my 
friend  John  Forman  had  good  fervice.  I  was 
long  Ihur  up,  but  at  length,  in  the  frclh  open¬ 
ings  of  life,  I  hood  up  and  exprelfed  a  few 
words ;  after  which  dear  John  Forman  appeared 
again  iff  a  Abort  lively  teftimony,  and  my 
■ ,] :  fpirit 
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fpirit  was  drawn  forth  in  fupplication  to  the 
Loid,  the  meeting  ending  under  a  feeling  fenfe 
of  the  favour  of  life. 

Sixth  da 7,  27th,  we  had  a  good  open 
meeting  this  day  at  Pikeland  :  the  Lord’s  pre¬ 
fence  was  our  crown  1  Seventh  day,  28th,  a 
filent  meeting  as  to  myfelf  at  Providence  ;  but 
deal  John  Forman  had  pretty  good  fervice 
there.  Firft  day,  29th,  we  were  at  the  Valley 
meeting,  and  both  had  confderable  to  fay, 
yet  found  fcarce  any  relief.  Second  day,  30th, 
.(  attended  Abington  Monthly  meeting,  and 
was  favoured  in  the  meeting  for  publick  wor- 
fhip  with  a  clear  opening,  wherein  I  had  a 
fltort  teftimony  to  the  reaching  the  witnefs  in 
many  minds,  and  much  to  my  own  relief,  after 
an  exercifing  time  the  day  before.  The  whole 
revives  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  toiled  all  night 
and  caught  nothing  ;  and  yet,  by  carefully  at¬ 
tending  to  the  Mailer’s  directions,  they  foon 
after  caught  a  multitude  of  fifhes. 

Third  day,  31ft,  attended  Gwynedd,  or 
North  Wales  Monthly  meeting,  where,  after 
fitting  a  while  in  darknefs,  light  fprang  up  and 
brought  forth  a  Ihort  awakening  teflimony, 
in  clofe  fearching  language,  very  much  to  the 
relief  of  my  own  mind.  I  alfo  had  more  to- 
do  in  the  meeting  for  difcipline,  than  ufual  for 
me  when  abroad,  as  I  found  my  mind  engaged 
and  the  way  opened. 

Eleventh  month,  ift,  .and  4th  of  the  week, 
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I  went  to  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Horlham, 
and,  after  viewing  the  camp  a  while  in  filence, 
had  to  lift  up  my  voice  like  a  trumpet,  and 
found  an  alarm  among  them,  wifhing  them  to 
feel  for  themfelv.es,  left  ere  they  wer e  aware, 
and  while  lilting  carelefsly  at  eafe,  the  enemy 
fliould  furround  them  and  lead  them  captive 
away. 

•  i  'i  i 

After  this  I  fat  in  a  low  fuffering  {fate, 
through  the  whole  tranfaftions  of  their  b u fi¬ 
ll  efs  ;  but  juft  at  the  clofe  my  trumpet  was 
again  prepared  to  found  ;  and,  feeling  ftrength 
to  arife  out  of  great  weaknefs,  and  light  out 
of  obfcurity,  I  fo  renewed  the  alarm  among 
them,  as  to  fee!  quite  eafy  and  comfortable 
in  my  mind :  blefled  be  the  Lord  who  helped 
me !  for  I  fenfibly  felt,  that,  had  not  his 
power  arifen  for  my  deliverance,  I  muft  have 
funk  down  under  a  load  of  diftrefs,  and  gone 
away  burtbened  in  fpirit,  having  no  might  nor 
ability  to  throw  my  heavy  load  oft'  myfelf. 
Indeed  I  grow  weaker  and  weaker,  blinder 
and  blinder,  in  myfelf ;  but  herein  I  truly  re¬ 
joice,  for  it  brings  into  the  clearnefs,  into  deep 
dependance  upon  God  alone,  whereby  hfs 
grace  is  felt  to  be  all-fufficient,  and  an  uu~ 
dhaken  evidence,  that  with  the  divine  arm 
there  is  no  lack. 

Many  deep  leflons  of  inftruftion  are  opened 
in  this  dependant  ftate,  which  had  utterly 
efcaped  the  penetration  of  the  wife  and  pru¬ 
dent* 
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dent.  Therefore,  O  Lord  !  ever  keep  me  low 
enough  before  thee.  I  have  fo  clearly  feen 
this  to  be  the  only  way  for  divine  enlargement 
and  true  confolation,  that  I  delire  it,  I  crave  it 
of  thee,  more  earneftly  than  corn  wine  or  oil. 

Oh,  what  numbers  mifs  of  the  beft  inftruc- 
tion  and  the  purelf  joy,  by  continuing,  even 
after  great  mortification,  alive  in  themfdves  in 
their  religious  performances.  Thefe  cannot 
fully  fay,  ‘  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrifl:  liveth 
*  in  me/  *  Thefe  have  in  them  fomething  of 
the  beaft,  which  received  the  wound  by°the 
fword,  and  yet  did  live,  the  deadly  wound 
being  healed :  all  thefe  are  in  imminent  danger; 
and  if  they  are  not  aware,  they  will  retard 
the  work  of  the  Lord  in  themfelves  and  in 
others,  through  their  bufy  attempts  to  promote 
it :  and  yet  perhaps  they  may  be  pretending 
to  wait  for,  and  giving  out  that  "they  feel, 
much  divine  influence.  , 

Oh,  the  fubtilty  of  the  ferpent,  efpecially  in 
his  refemblance  of  an  angel  of  light  1  Many 
hath  he  caught,  beguiled  and  ruined.  The  pure 
openings  of  life  are  very  different  and  diflin- 
guilhable  from  all  his  falfe  vifions  and  like- 
nefies :  the  deep,  humble,  careful  traveller 
finds  it  fo  to  his  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion  ;  and 
yet  how  many  are  taking  the  latter  for  the  for¬ 
mer,  for  want  of  depth  and  patience  enough 

*  Gal.  ii,  20. 
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in  waiting  ! — Hereby  the  innocent,  precious 
life  in  them  becomes  wounded,  and  the  true 
fimplicity  betrayed  ;  for  c  the  adulterefs  will 
*  hunt,’  even  c  for  the  precious  life,’  *  as  the 
wife  man  teilifies  :  and  I  believe  the  truly  wife 
in  heart,  (not  in  earthly  wifdom,  but  heavenly), 
do  really  find  it  fo ;  for  the  life  is  the  very 
thing  the  adverfary  ftrikes  at,  and  if  he  can 
keep  us  from  the  fenfible  feelings  and  openings 
thereof  in  our  religious  engagements,  he  cares 
not  how  active  we  are  without  it,  nor  how 
much  we  pretend  to  it ; — for  the  more  of  all 
this,  the  fecurer  he  hath  us,  and  the  more  wc 
promote  his  kingdom  and  intereft.  Oh,  where 
will  many  appear  at  lad:,  after  all  the  cry  of 
Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophefied  in  thy 
name,  and  in  thy  name  call  out  devils,  and 
done  many  wonderful  or  mighty  works  ? 

This  is  a  fubjeft  that  greatly  engages  my 
attention,  in  earned:  wifhes  that  thou  who 
readeft  thefe  hints  may  be  preferved  out  of, 
and  wifely  (him  the  dreadful  fnare.  But  yet 
have  a  care  of  difobedience ;  and  when  things 
open  in  the  light,  give  up  to  the  heavenly 
viiion,  and  confer  not  with  fleflr  and  blood. 
1  he  path,  though  narrow,  may  yet  be  tra¬ 
velled  in  ;  it  is  a  way  wherein  all  the  true 
wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  may  walk  and 
not  err ;  but  then  they  muff  carefully  attend 
to  the  light  for  the  way -marks,  as  the  light 

*  Prov.  vi.  26. 
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only  makes  them  manifefi,  and  keep  a  ftmle  evt 
t  ierno— never  once  beginning  to  think  oi 
taking  iels  need  to  it,  or  that  now,  after  much 
experience,  they  can  do  pretty  well  with  lefs 
clearness  and  lefs  brightfhining  thereof  than 
heretorore :  ^  for  alasr  this  is  a  miftake  and 
dangerous  delufion,  and  he  that  continues  to 
give  way  to  it  will  foon  walk  in  darknefs,  not 
knowing  whither  he  goeth— his  feet  will  (turn- 
j.c  in  the  dark,  until  he  falls  into  the  bottom- 
ids  pit  with  the  bead  and  fid fe  prophet.  But 
thou,  whofe  eye  is  kept  carefully  fmgle  and 
attentive  to  the  tight ,  lhalt  witnefs  the  whole 
body  to  be  full  of  light ;  and  lhalt  journey 
forward  fafely,  until  thou  arrive  at  that  city 
that  needs  not  the  light  of  the  fun  nor  the 
moon,  for  the  Lord  God  doth  lighten  it,  and 
the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.  Amen  I 

,  day,  2d.  After  a  comfortable  family 
yifit,  where  one  lay  lick,  I  rode  to  Philadelphia, 
in  order  to  attend  the  approaching  Quarterly 
meeting  ;  and  vifited  a  few  families  to  a-  good 
degree  of  comfort. 

Sixth  day,  3d,  I  went  to  fee  two  or  three 
families,  but  have  felt  very  different  from  that 
opennefs,  freedom,  cheerfulnefs  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  which  I  felt  in  a  good  degree  when  here 
before.  I  thought  far  lefs  of  having  fuffi- 
cient  now  than  when  I  firft  came  :  but,  alas  ! 
there  is  fcarce  any  comparifon  ;  wherever  I 
go  my  load  goes  with  me,  and  I  cannot  yet 

throw 
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throw  it  off.  But  all  tends  to  confirm  and  affure 
me  that  the  work  is  not  of  man,  nor  by  man, 
nor  yet  by  outward  obfervation.  So  I  wait  hi 
patience. 

Seventh  day,  4th,  I  am  going  prefently  to 
the  Selecl  Quarterly  meeting.  O  Lord  my  God! 
be  with  me ;  keep  me  low ;  keep  me  humble; 
keep  me  alfo  faithful  and  attentive  to  thy 
divine  movings,  whether  in  filence  or  utter¬ 
ance  ;  for  I  know  that  without  thee  I  can  do 
nothing  rightly.  I  attended  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Seleft  meeting,  and  felt  great  weight  and 
exercife  attend  me ;  but,  finking  down  to  the 
pure  gift,  I  was  after  a  little  time  raifed  up  in 
truth’s  dominion,  to  eafe  my  mind  among  my 
brethren  and  fillers  of  this  meeting :  after 
jwnich  I  was  drawn  forth  in  fupplication,  and 
the  meeting  ended  to  folid  fatisfaftion. 

V-  .  f. 

Firft:  day,  5th,  in  the  forenoon  I  attended 
Market  ftreet  meeting,  and  foon  feeling  a  very 
Weighty  concern  retting  on  my  fpirit,  I  flood 
up  in  the  frefh  openings  of  life,  and  began  to 
expreis  what  I  had  in  comm.iflion  ;  but,  keeping 
carefully  to  the  divine  guide,  I  foon  felt  all  to 
be  fliut  up  again — whereupon  I  immediately 
fat  down,  rejoicing  that  I  was  preferved  from 
proclaiming  without  life ,  what  juft  before  was 
opened  in  the  life.  So  I  fat  quite  eafy,  being 
delivered  from  the  great  weight  and  exercife 
which  I  had  felt,  until  towards  the  end  of  the 
meeting,  and  after  another  friend  had  well 
-  ’  declared 
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declared  the  truth  among  us ;  when  I  again 
hood  up  and  very  fully  cleared  my  mind.  I 
ie|t  this  meeting  in  true  joy  oi  heart,  and  re¬ 
joiced  in  the  Lord  my  gracious  Preferver,  who 
is  teaching  me  to  depend  on  and  attend  to  his 
J nut  tings  as  well  as  his  openings  :  and  this  is  the 
only  way  of  fafety.  In  the  afternoon  I  went 
to  the  Bank  meeting,  and  had  good  open  fer- 
vice,  ana  tnough  in  a  fhort,  I  hope  comfort¬ 
able,  teftimony  to  a  living  remnant  prefent.  I 
attended  the  evening  meeting  at  Market  ftreet; 
It  is  a  very  large  houfe,  and  was  greatly 
crowded.  I  was  quite  filent.- 

Second^  day,  6th,  attended  the  Quarterly 
meeting  for  worfhip  and  difcipline.  In  the 
iirft  I  had  a  fhort  open  teftimony ;  after  which 
our  friend  John  Storer  had  a  good  open  time, 
to  our  edification  and  comfort.  In  the  meeting 
for  church-difcipline,  I  was  fhut  up  in  filence 
and  mourning.  There  was  recommended  down 
from  the  Yearly  meeting,  a  renewed  care  and 
exertion  for  the  prefervation  and  recovery  of 
the  young  and  rifing  generation,  who  are 
many  of  them  greatly  departed  from  primitive 
plainnefs  and  fimpiicity.  My  fpirit  was  bowed 
in  fympathy  and  union  with  a  few  tribulated 
fouls,  who  mourn  the  defolation  of  Sion,  and 
ufe  their  honeft  endeavours  for  her  reftoration. 
One  remark  of  dear  John  Storer’s,  I  cannot 
well  omit  to  infert  here.  Pie  faid,'  in  the  meet¬ 
ing  for  bufmefs,  that  he  never  knew  any  one 
gro*w  and  profper  in  religion,  who  was  neg¬ 
ligent. 
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Iigent  as  to  the  attendance  of  religious  meet¬ 
ings.  Now  I  wifh  this  folid  remark,  founded 
on  impartial  obfervation,  may  have  its  proper 
effeft,  to  the  quickening  of  all,  who  heard  or 
who  may  here  read  it,  to  the  diligent  dis¬ 
charge  of  that  great  and  important  duty. 

Third  day,  7th,  I  had  good  open  fervice  at 
the  Youths  meeting  at  Market  fireet  houfe. 
It  was  a  large  folid  meeting,  and  I  laid  things 
clofe  home  to  negligent  parents ;  but  to  the 
honed  faithful  labourers,  as  well  as  to  the 
tender  youth  among  them,  the  language  of 
confolation  and  encouragement  flowed  fweetly 
and  freely,  I  hope  to  the  refrefhment  of  jfome 
of  their  louls.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a 
meeting  for  the  negroes  ;  it  was  not  to  me  a 
very  lively  meeting,  yet  was  in  degree  owned 
and  favoured,  and  feveral  teflimonies  were 
borne,  among  which  I  was  not  wholly  excufed; 
and  I  believe  my  exercife  might  be  of  fome 
little  ufe  to  the  poor  blacks,  although  I  felt 
very  weak,  and  truth  rofe  not  into  much  do¬ 
minion  3  bin  my  mind  was  quiet  in  the  Lord* 

Fourth  day,  8th,  I  went  to  the  Seleft  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting  at  Abington,  and  fat  through 
the  fame  under  great  exercife  3  but  near  the 

clofe  my  way  opened,  and  I  was  enabled  to 
difcharge  myfelf, 

Fifth  day,  9th,  £his  day  came  on  the  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting  for  worfhip  and  difcipline,  which 

wa-$ 
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v/as  large,  and  Hvingly  favoured  with  the  flow- 
ings  of  life  in  the  miniftry,  and  in  the  labours  of 
fome  concerned  brethren  for  the  good  of  Sion, 
in  the  meeting  for  difcipline.  I  had  good 
open  fervice  on  divers  important  fubjefts,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  guarded  education,  overfight,  and 
nurture  of  our  youth. 


Sixth  day,  10th,  attended  the  Youths  meet¬ 
ing  ;  it  was  large  and  favoured  with  the  own¬ 
ings  of  life,  and  with  divers  living  teftimonies. 
I  was  filent  and  well  fatisfied.  •  . 

Seventh  day,  nth,  I  got  to  the  Seleft  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting  at  Concord,  where,  as  at  Abing¬ 
don,  I  was  quite  (hut  up,  until  near  the  end 
of  this  day’s  fitting  of  find  meeting;  but  life 
yien  arinng,  I  flood  up  in  the  opening  thereof, 
nad  great  iatisfaetion  in  my  labours  among 
them,,  moftly  in  a  way  of  encouragement,  but 
not  without  fome  caittions  and  admonitions,  as 
things  opened.  v 

bird  day,  12th,  I  rode  to  the  meeting  at 
Birmingham,  through  which  I  fat  filent  and 
refigned.  Second  day,  13th,  went  back  to 
Concord  to  the  Quarterly  meeting,  and  was 
therein  (hut  up  from  words  through  the  meet¬ 
ings  for  worfhip  and  church-difcipline,  as  alfo 
the  next  day  at  the  Youths  meeting  and  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  Seleft  meeting ;  but  our  friend 
Join)  Storer  had  excellent  fervice  both  days. 

4,  4  ^ 
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Fourth  day,  1 5th,  I  was  at  Wilmington 
Monthly  meeting,-  and  quite  filent  through  the 
whole  thereof :  it  being  a  low  time  with  me, 
though  divers  friends  feemed  to  be  favoured. 
Fifth  day,  16th — quite  filent  again  at  Kennet 
Monthly  meeting  until  towards  the  end  of  their 
bufmefs,  when  I  was  concerned  to  point  them 
to  the  life  in  the  tranfaclions  of  church-affairs. 
Sixth  day,  17th,  I  went  to  Bradford  Monthly 
meeting  held  at  Cain,  and  fat  filent  5  except 
towards  the  end  of  the  lad  meeting,  I  fpake 
a  few  words  of  the  danger  of  a  forward  mini¬ 
fy-  Seventh-day,  18th,  I  attended  the  Select 
Quarterly  meeting  at  London-Grove  for  the 
wedern  quarter.  Here,  through  laborious  tra¬ 
vail  in  the  deeps,  life  fo  far  arofe  as  to  enable 
me  to  eafe  my  mind  in  degree. 

Fird  day,  19th,  I  was  at  New -Garden 
meeting,  in  which  I  was  filent.  After  meet¬ 
ing  went  home  with  my  dear  friend  William 
Jackfon,  who  had,  a  few  years  pad,  been  very 
acceptably  in  our  country  on  a  religious  vifit. 
Second  day,  20th,  I  attended  the  Quarterly 
meeting  at  London-Grove,  being  dill  flint  up 
in  filence.  Ihird  day,  2 id,  attended  the 
Youths  meeting,  the  adjournment  of  the  Quar¬ 
terly  and  the  S  el  eft  meetings;  in  all  which  I 
liad^  not  a  word  to  fay.  Oh  i  I  was  now,  and 
modly  for  a  week  pad,  abafed  as  in  the  dud.  I 
could  fee  no  way  to  go  forward  ;  nor  yet  could 
I  go  homeward:  and  though  this  didreffiim- 
difpenfation  is  upon  me  while  I  write  thefe 
lines,  yet  through  the  experience  I  have  already 

had. 
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had,  my  faith  fails  not ;  but  I  have  an  unfhaken 
confidence  that  all  does  and  will  work  for 
good,  and  for  my  enlargement  in  the  Lord’s 
time.  But  I  find  patience  exceedingly  neceffary : 
for  thus  to  be  {hut  up  a  week  or  two  weeks  at 
a  time,  and  feel  in  great  degree  deftitute  of 
divine  enjoyment,  is  very  trying ;  and  to  feel 
it  altogether  out  of  our  own  power  to  help 
ourfelves  out  of  this  trying  fiate,  brings  the 
creature  very  low  and  humble :  but,  bleffed 
be  the  Lord,  he  never  has  failed  to  arife  in  his 
own  time,  and  to  deliver  my  foul  from  all 
trouble;  and  I  firmly  believe  he  will,  if  I  keep 
in  the  patience,  give  the  new  fong  of  praife  to 
his  eternal  name  1 

Fourth  day,  2  2d,  attended  their  mid-week 
meeting  at  London-Grove,  where  my  tongue 
as  it  were  ftill  clave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ; 
while  Mary  Huflbands  was  much  favoured,  and 
enabled  to  lift  up  her  voice  like  the  fong  of  an 
angel.  Fifth  day,  23d,  I  went  to  New-Garden 
meeting,  and  was  ftill  clofed  up  in  filence. — 
Sixth  day,  24th,  I  went  to.  Nottingham, 
with  fome  friends  who  were  appointed  by 
the  Quarterly  meeting.  Seventh  day,  25th, 
we  attended  their  Monthly  meeting,  where  it 
'•was  my  place  to  be  fiknt. 

•  '  \  /  ’  '  -  v  \ 

Fifth  day,  26th,  I  was  ftill  fhut  up  in  their 
meeting  for  worfhip.  I  believe  the  Lord  has 
fome  wife  purpofe  in  it.  I  cannot  find  that  I 
have  offended  him,  or  difobeyed  him  :  I  know 
not  that  I  have  run  too  faft,  or  lagged  behind 

my 
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my  guide :  I  have  ardently  endeavoured  to  do 
his  will,  and  to  endure  his  difpenfations  patiently. 
Oh  that  I  may  be  preferved  in  patience,  and  yet 
live  to  fee  his  purpofe  in  all  thefe  things. 

\  t  ^  (  -  -  ■  ' 

Second  day,  27th. — My  way  is  hedged  up* 

I  fee  no  way  to  go  forward.  Who  can  com¬ 
prehend  my  defolate  (late ;  or  underhand  my 
mournful  condition  ?  Thefe  reflections  are  ex¬ 
cited  in  ’  met  I  am  a  man  of  forrow,  and  * 
acquainted  with  grief.  The  light  of  God’s  coun¬ 
tenance,  which  I  have  often  eminently  felt, 
and  which  I  then  prized,  and  now  defire  above 
all  other  joys,  feems  to  be  quite  withh olden 
from  me;  and  nothing  elle  in  heaven,  nor  in 
all  the  earth,  can  fatisfy  my  longing  foul.  Lord, 
{Lengthen  my  patience,  that  I  murmur  not 
after  all  that  I  have  known  of  thy  goodnefs : 
for  I  find  daily  bread  is  very  definable.  Failing  ? 
and  hunger  is  painful  to  nature but  {hall  1 
follow  thee  for  the  fake,  of  the  loaves ;  hr  will  it 
do  to  leave  thee  in  times  of  emptinefs  and  abale-  . 
ment  ?  I  now  remember  the  long  fading  of  thy 
beloved  Son,  and  that  at  length" he  hungered. 
Oh!  then  came  the  tempter,  but  lie  was  de¬ 
feated  ;  for  he  found  nothing  in  that  holy 
Lamb,  the  Son  of  thy  bofom,  that  would  re¬ 
ceive  any  of  his  baits.  O  my  foul,  may  he 
find  nothing  in  thee !  Thou  had  often  de¬ 
clared  to  others,  that  the  way  to  heaven  is 
through;  tribulation  and  fufferings ;  and  .now,  ■ 
when4 they  are  come  upon  thee,  fee  to  it,  that 
thou  keep  the  word  of  God’s  patience.  Let 
l  *  1  v  patience 
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patience  have  its  perfect  work,  left  the  end  of 
the  Lord’s  thus  proving  thee  be  fruftrated :  for 
u  all  Satan’s  all  a  u  ks  be  rightly  refifted,  and 
nothing  of  his  offered  food  eaten,  thou  mayeft 
l<-vd  redef  and  confolation.  And  though  it  is  now 
very  diftreffing  to  drink  of  thy  Saviour’s  cup, 
and  fee  baptized  with  his  baptifm  into  fufterhm’ 
yet  at  muff  be  endured,  or  thou  canft  never  It 
witfh  in  his  kingdom  :  he  has  fet  thee  an 
example  that  thou  fhouldeft  follow  his  fteps. 
And  as  it  pi  cafe  d  God,  in  bringing  many  fons 
uiito  glory,  to  make  the  Captain  of  their  fal- 
vgcion  perieft  through  fufferings,*  fo  will  his 
tyuejollowers  be  made  perfe&  ra  like  manner. 

\  heretorc,  O  my  drooping  foul,  trull  in  the 
.Lord,  tor  unto  whom  elfe  canft  thou  go  ?  Ho 
only  has  tne  words  of  eternal  life :  and  thou 
muff  not  give  back.  Neither  heights  nor  depths, 
things  prefent,  or  trials  yet  to  come,  muff 
feparate  thee  from  the  love  of  God,  nor  from 

cieaving  unto  him  \  or  thou  wilt  yet  be  undone 
tor  ever. 

■  •  , 7  '  .  •  1  f.  .1  ■'  '  •  .  ■  ,  ,  J 

This  day  I  rode  back  to  my  friend  William 
jackfon  s,  no  way  opening  to  go  forward, 

1  bird  day,  28th,  no  way  opens  yet:  my  foul 
is  brought  to  tendernefs ;  and  my  eyes  to  weep¬ 
ing  and  tears  before  the  Lord.  Nature  is  ready 
to  flinch ;  but  I  am  given  to  believe  it  is  the 
Lord’s  will  that  his  fcrvants,  after  multiplied 
experience  of  his  helping  and  delivering  hand, 

0  Ikb.  ii.  to> 
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ftiould  be  lb  eflabliihed  on  the  immoveable: 
rock,  as  to  bo  able  to  endure  hardnefs  as  good! 
foldiers;  to  live  by  faith,  and  not  by  fighti  for 
a  feafon,  and  that  as  long  as  he  pleafeth and' 
to  fay, ,  without  diilimulation  and  without  fe« 
ferve,  under  every  trial  meted  out  to  them  by* 
his  holy  hand,  4  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  as 
‘  feemeth  him  good.5  Perhaps  many  trials,  many 
deep  baptifms  yet  unproved  by  me,  may  be 
neceflary  for  me  to  pafs  through,  before  I  can 
come  up  to,  and  abide  fteadfaftly  in,  this  bieiTed 
renunciation  of  my  own  will :  but  this  is  the 
mark,  the  goaf  at  which  I  aim.  And  it  is  the 
deiire  of  my  foul  that  the  Lord’s  hand  may 
notfpare,  nor  his  eye  have  pity,  until  he  brings 
forth  judgment  unto  perfeft  viftory ;  until  all 
that  is  in  me  bows  to  his  feepter ;  until  I  am 
perfe&ly  renovated,  and  can  render  up  all, 
body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  as  a  living  and  unre- 
fcrved  facrifice  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  until  I  can, 
even  when  he  hides  from  me  {and  to  my  fen  fa-.' 
lion  forfakes  me),  with  perfeverance  and  una-; 
bated  confidence  cry,  4  Abba,  Father,  thy  will 
6  .and  not  mine  be  done.’  Even  fo,  O  Lord, 
work  in  me  and  for  me,  to  the  thorough  com¬ 
pletion  of  thine  own  will. 

/  i'  ‘i  '  ■  ■  >/.  i  ^  f 

'  f  l  c  *  *.  ^ 

;  Fourth  day,  29th,  I  attended  LotidomGrove 
Preparative  meeting,  and  was  hill  quite  cfofed 
up.  from  any  fenfible  fpring  of  1  the  gofpeL 
Fifth  day,  30th,  I  attended  New- Garden*  Pre¬ 
parative  meeting  :  this  and  London-Grove  make 
one  Monthly  meeting.  Here  the  power  of  the 
word,  of  life  was  renewed  in  me,  in  fuch  a 
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manne^j  that  I  feemed  to  myfdf  in  feme  fort 

as  ]l,  1  ?]ad  rilel1  from  the  dead.  O  how 
c  cai  y ,  and  beyond  all  doubt,  I  am  fatisfied  in 

my  own  mind?  h  was  nothing  elfe  than  the- 
power  of  an  endlefs  life  that  again  quickened 
and  ran  fed  me  up,  in  a  living  teftimony  amoncr 
/my  brethren  in  this  meeting.  For  twenty  days 
pad,  I  have  not  dared  to  open  my  mouth  in 
one  of-  the  publick  meetings  for  worfeip  that 
I  have  attended,  and  I  have  been  at  fifteen. 
Boubtlefs,  if  I  'would  have  been  fo  prefump- 
tuous,  I  could  have  flood  up  and  delivered 
words  in  plenty  at  any  of  them.  I  felt  fenfibly 
that  I  ol  myfelf  could  no  more  open  any  thing 
divine,^  than  a  corrupt  fountain  cah  fend  fortlfi 
iweet  and  wholefome  waters;  I  found  I  could 
not  move  forward  in  word  and  teftimony,  to 
any  kind  of  profit  to  the  people,  or  to  my  own 
peace,  while  the  cloud  refted  on'fehe  taber¬ 
nacle  :  my  bufinefs  was  to  keep  filence  before 
the  Lord  in  abafement,  and  as  much  as  poffible 
in  patience.  Before,  all  was  {hut  up  that  none 
could  open  ;  but  now ,  all  fee  ms  to  be  io  open 
as  that  no  man  can  fhut.  Glory,  honour,  and 
prai:e,  to  him  who  Ieadeth  me  in  the  path  of 
this  biefled  experience!  I  can  now  blefs  his 
holy  hand,  both  in  his  fhutting  and  in  his 
Opening and  rejoice  with  joy  "unfoeakable, 
mat  I  have  learned  this  experience,  and  this 
dependailcc,  on  him  alone.  * 

*  O  O  l  •  i j  f  ‘  )  '■>  *>  ■•■‘bVv  i  •  * -\V  U:  ? « 

Twelfth  month,  ifl,  Sixth  day,  I  refted  at 
a  friend’s  hotife,  and  Wrote  to  my  dear  wife; 
tor  I  had  been  io  Amt  up  that  I  fcarc’e  knew 

c.  i  how 
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haw  to  write  before ;  but  now  i  wrote  with 
Lmisfaflion  and  comfort. 

Seventh  day,  2d,  I  attended  New-Garden 
Monthly  meeting ;  where  my  way  was  opened 
in  an  eminent  manner  :  it  was; indeed  a  day  to 
be  remembered  by  many,  bleffed  for- ever  be 
the  Lord. 

Firft  day,  3d,  I  was  at  meeting  at  Kennet ; 
—Second  day,  4th,  at  Birmingham ;  Third 
day,  5th,  at  Bradford  ;  Fourth  day,  6th,  at 
E  aft- C  alii  ;  in  all  which  I  was  filent.  •  Fifth 
day,  7th,- 1  was  at  Weft-Caln  meeting.  Sixth 
day,  8th,  no  way  opening  to  go  forward,  we 
turned  back  and  rode  about  twenty-five  miles 
towards  Philadelphia,  and  lodged  at  Ifaac 
Thomas’s.  Fir  ft  day,  10th,  we  were  at  the 
meeting  at  Newtown  fchool-houfe.  Second  day, 
nth,  at  Newtown:  at  both  I  was  ftill  clofed 
up  in  filence.  Third  day,  12th,  -  we  were  at 
•Haver-ford,  with  a  little  meeting  of  Friends, 
where,  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  he 
opened  the  prifan-doar  •  and,  fet  my  foul  at 
liberty,  counfel  and  doctrine  flowetl  freely, 
their  hearts  were  greatly  tendered,  and  my 
foul  fang  praifes  to  the  Lord. 

Fourth  day,  13th.  Laft  evening  we  reached 
Philadelphia,  and  went  this  -day  to  Pine-Street 
meeting,  which  was  a  good  open  time,  to  the 
rejoicing  eft  our  fouls.  Fifth  day,  14th,  -we  at¬ 
tended  MarkeuStreet  meeting- in  the  city:  a 
favoured  open  time,  to,  ke  remembered  .with 

1  3  -  •  :  'gratitude. 
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gnititude.  Sixth  day,  i5th,  I  had  a  meetm* 
at  Germantown,  where  I  had  been  fln.t  1 
hefore,  my  mind  having  often  been  drawn  that 
»a}ymce  my  being  there.  This  was,  biciTed 
b.  the  God  of  Ifrael,  a  meeting  wherein  '  the 
eapu  was  extenfively  preached.  Great  indeed 
Ayas  the  power  and  dominion  or  truth  this  day 
fj  tin  a  ciofe  fearch  was  made,  feverai 
cu  mr  brethren  having  living  powerful  fervice, 
ttnd  m  conclufion  my  foiil  was  poured  forth  in 
ardent  Application;  and  light  and'  life  tri- 
umpned  over  death  and  darknefs.  After  this 
we  had  a  good  opportunity  in  a  friend’s  family, 
and  then  returned  to  Philadelphia  with  glad- 
dened  hearts.  -?  ° 


seventh  day,  16th,  we  attended  the  burial 
of  an  ancient  friend  at  Derby,  where  the  Lord 
gave  ability  to  preach  the  gofpei,  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  and  demonflration  of  the  fpirit  and  with 
power  •  to  the  comfort  of  many  minds,  and  I 
hope  to  the  awakening  of  fome  others :  after 
which  we  had  another  opportunity  in  a  fnend^s 
family,  in  which  our  fouls  were  rejoiced  to¬ 
gether  in  the  cementing  love  of  God. 

‘  :  : 

Firft  day,  17th,  the  way  having  thus  opened 
for  me  to  go  to  Germantown,  and  then  to 
Derby,  as  above-mentioned,  it  now  feemed 
dearly  to  open  to  go  forward  to  Chefter ; 
wdiere,  through  deep  wading  and  a  Jiving 
travail  of  foul,  life  rofe  into  good  dominion  ; 
though  I  had  to  labour  fome  time,  even  after 
I  ftOOd  up,  under  much  depreffion  of  mind, 
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looking  carefully  to  fee  the  way,  and  find  the 
ftepping  ftones ;  but  the.  meeting  ended  well 
and  truth  reigned ;  and  being  defirous  of  another 
meeting  in  this  place,  accordingly  one  was 
appointed  to  be  held  next  day# 

Second  day,  iSth,  the  meeting  was  large 
and  highly  favoured,  and  truth  was  triumph¬ 
ant.  Third  day,  19th,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Chicheiter,  where  truth  gave  us  the  victory. 
There  was  a  little  remnant  of  feeking  iouls, 
to  whom  encouragement  flowed  fweetly— 
Fourth  day,  20th,  were  at  meeting  at  Center  ; 
the  fore-part  was  painfully  e.xercifmg,  but 
after  a  time  of  ardent  breathing  to  the  Lord, 

I  felt  a  fmall  arifing  of  life,  in  which  I  flood 
up,  and,  as  I  advanced  forward,  at  length 
truth  arofe  into  powerful  dominion :  it  was  a 
baptizing  time.  We  were  at.  Wilmington, 
where  I  had  been  and  fuffercd  in  fiience  foipe 
time  part.  Notice  being  now  given  of  our  in¬ 
tentions  of  being  here,  it  was  a  large  crowded 
meeting,  the  doftrines  of  truth  were  opened 
hi  my  mind  in  great  clearnefs,  and  .  utterance 
being  gracioufly  afforded,,  it  was  indeed  a  highly 
favoured  day.  I  could  write  much  of  this  hea¬ 
venly  meeting,  but  all  centers  in  the  mercy, 
favour,  and  lovhm-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  with- 
out  whom  v;e  are  altogether  hdplels  .and  cannot 
move  to  profit.  ,  We  had,  three  comfortable 
opportunities friends,  families  jn,  this  place, 
one- of  wld^h  was -  witlx  ofur  ^ha.ent  friend  and 
elder  In  .the  ’church,.  John  Ferry,  and  r  his 
daughj-eiv.  they  living  ^pge;h(er.  $1 
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•in  Nfew-England,  where  I  faw  him  on  a  rcli- 

ffrWTith  our  fince  leafed 

and* T  t h  ’  C,rflsr' :  ’ lc  now  was  very  ill 

ana  I  thought  unlikely  to  continue  lone-.  Truth 

vt  as  m  good  dominion  while  we  were  together, 

■  and  uoanne-and  Application  were  divinely 

0l”‘e  5  y  t;ie  infiiinings  of  the  divine  prefence. 

;  Sixth  day,  »*!,  William  Jachfon  went  home, 

.  t.r  j  'j"  w  meet  me  again  in  a  few  days. 

u$Ji  J,,u§e  ana  several  others  from  WilminV. 

JS  att^ded’  VYe,  had  a  precious  meeting  at 
A  hite-Cky  Creek.  My  Total  was  deep  in  fuf. 

fenng  for  a  fliort  time ;  but  the  power  of  him 

v.  ho  is  the  Refurrection  and  the  Life  eminently 

£ \e  8o!Ptd  was  livingly  preached  in 
demonftration  and  clearnefs.;  the  youth  per- 
funded,  tae  faithful  encouraged,  and  ‘the 
lukewarm  warned  :  many  minds  were  reached 
and  much  tendered ;  and  my  own  foul  com- 
forted  and  rejoiced.  But  -..here  I  may  note  a 
tmi  that  attended  my  utterance,  very  different 
hem  that  kind  of  exercife  wherein,,  it  feems 
diflicult  to  find  the  flepping-floncs ;  -for  here 
my  heart  was  fo  full,  and  my  cup  fo  overflowed, 
t  LU  I  could  fcarce  keep  fo  deliberate,  as  to  ex- 
prefs  myfelf  to  my  own  relief  and  fatisfa&ion  ; 
mni.,  a her  handing  a  fhort  time,  I  fat  down 
and  waited  to  get  more  command  of  myfelf; 
wnen,  handing  up  again,  through  a  careful 
itepping  along,  I  had  great  peace  and  confola- 

tion  in  this  day’s  fervicq  :  praifed  be  the  Lord ! 

» 
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’Seventh  day,  ?  23d,  We  had  truly  bleffed 
.opportunity  in  a  meeting  at ^Ofcefin,--  where 
•truth  -eminently  favoured  us,  and  opened,  divers 
'important  doctrines  and  hates  ;  which  hates 

*  we  re  l’ivmgl  y  ijpoken  to  in  truth  s  authority,  to 
the  ’tendering  many  minds  ;  may  -it  he  to  their 
lading  benefit  and:  mllruction.  Thefe  four  laft 
meetings  were' in  the-  government  or  hate  of 
Delaware,  and  in  the  county  of  Newcahle. 

*  After  this  laft  meeting  we  went  to  fee  our  an¬ 
cient  friend  Thomas  Garleton,  in  his  eighty- 
eighth' year,  who  had  been  in  New-England 
in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel,  having  been 
eheemed  a  living  minifter  of  Chrift,  He  was, 
though  confined  at  home,  in  a  tolerably  com¬ 
fortable  hate  of  health,  cheerful  in  .mind,  and 
feemed  to  retain  a  good  favour  of -truth.  He 
•was  glad  to  fee  us,  and  we  him.  '  - 


Firh  day,  24th,  we  were  at  a  meeting  at 
Concord,  in  Ghefter  county,  Pennfylvania ; 
at  which  place  1  had  before  attended  a  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting,  unable  then  to  open  my  mouth 
in  a- religious  meeting;  but  now  the  Lord  fet 
•before  me  an  open  door,  which  indeed  lias 
wonderfully  been  the  cafe  for  divers  meetings 
part,  even  the  mod  fo,  I  think,  fince  my  late 
long  fpi  ritual  imprifonrnent,  that  ever  I  wit- 
Refled ;  the  enlargement  of  my  mind,  clearnefs 
of  the  openings,  and  ftrength  of  utterance,  being; 
far  beyond  my  own  expeftation,  and  greatly 
'-to  the  humiliation,  as  well  as' eon  fetation,  of  my 
poor  exercifed  foul,  in  this  meeting  at  Con¬ 
cord,  I  had  fome:  clear  openings,  and  was  en~ 
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'iSSfeS  %nk  i %  fereraI  ««»  among  ift 

rat,  to  a  fe  e  of  .  great  unfaithfuinefs,  at- 
though  great  had  been  the  divine  favour  fro.r 
tsree  to  time  extended  to  them.  I  had  to  found 
an  alarm  indeed  to  thefe,  and  to  mention  the 
danger  of  their  houfe  being  left  unto  them 
uelolate,.  and  of  the  things  belonging  to  their 
ped.ce  using  hid  from  their  eyes  for  ever  ;  and  of 
mat  awfcl  declaration  being  fealed  againft  them, 
unlcas  they  fpeediiy  repent  and  turn  to  the 
‘  herhat  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy 

the'meetlno  "  r  r’  *  ftaadiD§  QP  in 

T' "  eetm8’  111  ,a  fecling  manner  called  upon 

mem  to  fuller  the  word  of  exhortation,  tefli- 

tying  that  fuch  was  the  fate  of  fome  prefent  • 

and  mat  they  had  repeatedly  been  warned  and 

called  upon,  in  a  very  preffmg  awful  manner, 

before  now,  by  fuch  as  were  outwardly  utter 
Grangers  to  their  fituation. 


_  Second  day,  25th,  we  were  at  Chefter 
Mommy  meeting  held  at  Providence,,  where, 
in  the  meeting  for  worfhip,  I  had  very  fearch- 
ingfervice  ;  yet  dropping  a  word  of  comfort 
and  encouragement  to  an  exercifed  feed  among 
them.  It  was  on  the  whole  a  good  meeting, 
third  day,  26th,  we  had  a  good  meeting  at 
Springfield;  Fourth  day,  27th,  another°  at 
Middleton  ;  precious  both,  efpecially  the  lafi, 
wherein  truth  rofe  into  dominion,  and  rts  doc¬ 
trines  were  livingly  and  largely  opened  a 
fiiting  time  fpoken  of,  better  dlj^ar  m^re 

•  <  *  ‘Rev,  xxiS.  ji.  . 
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fpreading  of  the  truth  among  the  nations. 
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v : Fifth  day,  2 8 thy  we  had  a  biefled  meeting 
at  Birmingham,  where  I  had  been  twice  in  this 
journey  before,  and  quite  clofed  up  at  both 
times  ;  but  was  now  highly  favoured.  Here 
dear  Hugh  Judge  and  James  Robinfon,  who 
had  been  with  me  feveral  days,  left  me  and 


-returned  home;  my  beloved  friend  William 
Jackfon  having  met  me  again  at  this  meeting, 
in  order  to  join  me  for  fome  time  longer. 


Sixth  day,  23th,  we  had  another  very  pre¬ 
cious  meeting  at  Kennet.  Here  I  had  alfo  been 
twice  before  under  deep  luffering,  my  tongue 
as  it  were  cleaving  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  ^ 
but  it  was  now  eminently  loofed,  and  truth 
reigned  triumphant  over  all,  biefled  be  the 
Lord!  Seventh  day,  30th,  we  had  a  good 
meeting  at  London-Grove.  Fir  ft  day,  31ft,  we 
had  two  meetings  :  the  nrft  a  fweet  and  glorious 
one  at  Bradford,  where  I  had  been  once  before  ; 
and  now. doctrine  and  advice  flowed  freely  forth, 
to  the  great  reaching  and  tendering  of  the 
people.  In  the  afternoon,  we  had  a  very  la¬ 
borious  time  in  filence  at  Eafl-Caln,  where  I  had 
before  been  twice;  but,  biefled  be  the  Lord, 
who  gave  us  the  vi&ery,  truth  at  length  did 
arife,  and  teftimony  and  fuppheation  were  evi¬ 
dently  felt  to  be  in  that  which  lives  for  ever. 


1787,  Firft  month  iff,  and  Second  of  the 
week,  we  had  an  highly  favoured  meeting  a* 

1  Of  Uchland., 
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Uchland,  wherein  truth  prevailed  over  all 
as  in  teveral  others  of  our  late  eminently  bapl 
tizing  feafons.  Third  day,  Firft  month  2d, 

'pf  j ,another  favoured  meeting  at  Goflien. 
. '  “e  doctrines  of  truth  diftiiled  as  the  dew,  and 
dropped  as  the  gentle  rain,  to  the  refrelhitm 
or  many  a  tender  plant,  and  I  truft  to  the 
opening  of  many  underhandings.  After  the 
meeting  at  Goflien,  we  parted  with  our 
dcai  ft i end  Edith  Sharplefs,  a  livinp-  o-ofpel 
mini  her,  wife  of  Jofliua  Sharplefs,  ihe  having 
been  with  us  at  divers  of  the  lah  meetings : 

but  my  friend  William  Jackfon  hill  continued 
with  me. 

Fouith  day,  gd,  we  liad  a  good  meeting, 
at  hi ew town,  where  I  had  been:  before  in 
lilenee.  Fifth  day,  4th,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Radnor;  and  Sixth  day,  5th,  another  at  Merion: 
both  heavy  laborious  feafons  for  fome  time  ; 
but  ti tub  role  into  iome  dominion,  efpecially 
in  the  lah;  which,  on  the- whole,  proved  a 
good  and  refrelhing  feafon,  >  and  -  ended  in  the 
favour'  of  life:  the '  other  alfo  ended  well. 
Seventh  day,  6th,. we  rode  to  Philadelphia, 
and  vifited  divers  families,  rather  in  - a  way  of 
innocent  fdciability,  to  take  our  leave,  of  them, 
expecting  loon  to  return  homeward.  Firft  day* 
7th,  we  attended  the  meetings  at  Pine  Street, 
if.i n k ,  and  IVlarket  Street,  f  he  iir  ft,  after  a 
time  of  clofe  exercife,  was  a  good  favoured 
meeting.  The  fecond  very  dull  and  painful; 
though  a  little  life  at  length  fttrofe,  .yet  I  did 
not  get  full  relief  among  them.  The  third  a 
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yei*y  large  crowded  evening  meeting,:  and  my 
mind  was  foon  dipped  into  a  clofe  engagement 
for  their  eternal  welfare,  with  an  opening  to 
ftand  up  ;  and  I  believe  I  'got  through  to  the 
good  fatisfaftion  of  my  friends,  and  fomewhat 
to  the  relief  of  my  own  mind,  as  a  patting 
opportunity  with  many  beloved  friends.  1  oo 
many  in  this  large  city  appear  in  want. of  true 
magnanimity  in  the  caufe  of  truth.  .My  fpiiic 
mourns  over  them,  with  ardent  withes  that 
.they  may  lift  up  their  heads  above'  the  world, 
-and  all  its  frowns,  friend  (hips,  and  entangle¬ 
ments  ;  and  rife  into  the  liberty  of  the  foils  of 
God.  May  the  young  and  riling  generation 
{hun  that  rock,  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  on 
which  fo  many  have  been  fhipwrecked.  I  am 
clear  in  it,  that  there  is  a  precious  feed  among 
them,  who,  if  faithful,  will  fhine  forth  in 
greater  luftre  and  purity,  than  many  of  thofe 
who  have  gone  before  them.  O  Lord,  I  pray 
thee,  hold  them  in  thy  holy  hand. 

f 

.  Second  day,  8th,  we  attended  the  SeleCt 
^meeting,  where  I  had  fome  fmall  fervice  ;  and 
.after  vifiting  about  twenty  "families,  to  take 
leave  of  them,  I  felt  clear  of  the  city.' 


On  the  9th  day  of  Firft  month,  we  left  Phila¬ 
delphia,  -and,  croffing  the  Delaware  into  Weft 
Jerfey,  had  a  meeting  at  Newtown  :  it  was  a 
painful  ai)d  very  low  time  for  a  feafon,  but  ended 
to  a  good  degree  of  confutation.  Now  having  left 
Philadelphia,  I  felt  fuch  a  flow  of  love  and  af¬ 
fection  towards  many  there,  as  perhaps  words  are 
inadequate  to  the  full  expreffion  of;  with  living 
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y  r  .  y*  •^CULAli^1  companions  ot  yjinl't 

fefusv.,  Fourth  day,  loth,  we  had  a  good  .meet- 
,mgr  at  Haddoniield,  but  we  were  led  in  elofe 
and  earchmg  teftimooy,  as  truth  opened  and 
■.enabled.-  Divers  beloved  friends  from  Phikt- 

£[•■  ua  came  over,  and  met  us  at  this  meeting. 
I  was  truly,  glad  to  fee  them.  .  ' 

'  V  !  f  f{ 

•  1  ‘  Vj*  i  *  f  j  !■  ...  _  '•>’ 

*"  1  *  ,  1  .  \  (•  -•  .  .  — .  k  "X  -jf 

Fifth  day,  nth,  we  had  a  meeting  a-t 
Moores  town,  which  I  am  abundantly  con¬ 
vinced,  would  have  been  more  eminently  fa¬ 
voured,  had  not  my  imprudence  prevented, 
for  1  felt  the  ariimgs  of  life,  and  feme  frefh 
openings ;  but  felt  withal  that  the  fpirits  of 
the  prophets  were  fubject  to  the  prophets,  and 
that  1  could  not  get  forward  in  my* openings, 
until  dome  exercifed  mind  or  minds  were  re¬ 
lieved  of  their  burthen  ;  and  being  too  hafey, 
and  fearing,  a  backwardnefs  would  be  given 
way  to  in  feme  one  or  other,  to  the  hurt  of  th*e 
meeting,  i  hood  up  and  expreiied  how  it  was 
vVnh  me  ;  as  if,  becaufe  I  clearly  felt  the  danger 
I  muff  fpeak  of  it :  thus  I  hurt  the  meeting 
myfeJf.  Oh!  take  heed  when  the  ark  joftles, 
left,  putting  forth  thy  hand  in  thine  own 
time,  like  Uz/ah,  thou  bring  death  over  thy 
own  foul.  Great  teas  my  diffrefs  and  humili- 
,  the  Lord  at  length  in  mercy  opened 
the  way  again,  which  had  quite  clofed1  up  on 
rny  unguarded  motion.  Oh!  his  mercy  en* 
dureth  for  ever  !  How  wonderful  was  his  good* 
neis  to  lilac),  that  even  when  iVIofes  provoked 

him- 
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him  at  the  rock,  yet  for  their  fakes  he  eaufed 
the  waters  to  gufh  forth  from  the  flinty  rock 
at  the  fmiting  thereof  1  This  meeting  ended 
to  good  fatisfaftion,  though  marred  by  my  own 
aftivity  and  folly.  Lord,  correft  me  in  mercy  ; 
bring  down  all  in  me  that  can  move  without  a 
motion  from  thee  ;  and  when  thou  haft:  fuily 
reduced  me,  then  in  judgment  rctn^mlwr 
mercy,  that  my  foul  may  praife  thee  ioi  ever. 
Here  I  parted,  in  endeared  aiTe&ion,  with 
friends  from  Philadelphia,  who  now  went 
homeward  ;  the  reft  we  parted  with  yefterday* 

Sixth  day,  12th,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Upper-Evefham.  After  fome  time  of  waiting, 
a  little  light  fprang  up,  truth  reigned,  and  we 
had  a  baptizing  leafon  together.  Seventh  day, 

1  yth,  We  had  another  at  Lower-Evefham,  to 
pretty  good  fatisfadion.  Fir  ft  day,  14th,  we 
attended  fore  and  afternoon  meeting  at  Bur¬ 
lington  ;  where,  in  the  firft,  after  a  feafon, 
ability  was  given  me  to  found  a  very  preflmg 
alarm  to  fome  among  them,  who,  1  found, 
were  very  much  unaecuftomed  to  the  yoke  of 
(thrift  ;  which,  together  with  a  very  open 
time,  wherein  I  largely  cleared  my  mind,  in  the 
afternoon,  made  me  quite  eafy  to  leave  the 
place,  feeling  dear  of  a  burthen  I  had  long 
had  to  feel,  at  times-,  relpeding  Burlington.. 
Lord,  roufe  fome  there  from  their  beds  of 
eafe,  and  comfort  the  honelt  mourners  among 
them. 

'Second  day,  15th,  we  attended  a  meeting  at 
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iAncoca?', ;;  apj5:0Hited  for  our  friend'  Thomas 
;Go!ley,  Torn  Old-England.  He  and  my  com- 
‘p4nivn,;M;{,{aokfon.  had  good  fervicej  truth 
fbemg  m.  comfortable  dominion,  after  a  time  of 
.cfofe  mward  -  travail ;  but  I  fat  eafy  in  filence. 
Alter  meeting  we  returned  to  Burlington, ,  and 

.«n  Third  day,  the.forh,  we;  rode  to  Stonv- 

brocm;  tnence  on  Foufth  day,  the  i7th,  to 
fo  i.i i am  Smith:  s  Dear  Rahway  ;  and  Fifth  day 
loin,  were  at  Rahway.  Monthly  meeting;  where 
bang  under  great  weight  of  exercife  in  the 
.meeting , /Oi  v,  oimip,  and  way  not  opening  to 
relieve  my  mind,  I  requeued  another-  meeting 
:Wh.ch  was  concluded  to  be  held  next  day.’ 
.Sixth  day,  19th,  we  attended  the  above  men- 
dioneu  appointed  meeting  at  the  fame  place 
/and  where  Ihut  up  until  the  time  common  for 
-tot.  meeting  to  end ;  when  feeling  fome  fmall 
:Opennefs,  I  dropped  fome  pretty  clol'e  hints. 

'  .S^enth  day,  20th,  I  mourned  and  left  them 
with  a  heavy.;  heart,  intending  for  New- York  * 
but  often,  looked  back  at  Rahway,  and  could 
not  lee  my  way  lo  clear  to  go  to  New-York  as- 
wnlied^.but  it  being  homeward,  I  rode  for¬ 
ward  to.  Elizabeth, Town  Point,  and  there  took 
•boat  for  New- 1  ork.  But  Providence  pre¬ 
vented  us  ;  for  foon  after  we  put  oil,  the  larrne 
•cakes  oi;  ice,  floating  with  the  tide,  fluit  us  fo 
for  .four  .hours.,  that  the  boatmen  were  very 

•  apprclieojiye .  the  boat  would  be  cnifhed  to 
pieces,  and  we  perifli  ;  yet  my  mind  was  in¬ 
ward  and  /laid  on  God,  in  the  hollow  of  whofe 

tteHiaUiand,  and.power  I  felt  perfedly  fafe  and  ; 
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cafy  faith  and  confidence  in  him,  and  in  his 
•never-failing  Providence,  were  ftrong  and  quite 
tmlhaken.  I  had  not  the  lead  doubt  but  the 
.winds,  waves,  and  all  the  elements,  were  en¬ 
tirely  at  his  command  ;  and  though  the  poor 
men  kept  crying  out,.,  the  boat  would  be  cut  to 
pieces,  and  appeared  in  much  anxiety,  I  felt  a 
perfect  ferenity,  and  had  no  doubt  at  all  but 
way  would  be  opened  through  the  ice,  either 
forward  or  backward,  as  the  Lord  pleafed ; 
and  I  was  quite  refigned  to  its  being  either 
way.  At  length,  after  long  looking,  and  feeing 
mo  way,  a  wray  was  opened,  and  we  landed 
on  the  fame  fliore,  and  rode  contentedly  back 
to  Rahway. 

t  •  # 

Firfi  day,  2 iff,  we  attended  their  fore  and 
afternoon  meetings/  I  had  forne  openings  in 
the  firfi,  but  feeling  no  command  to  fpeak,  the 
opening  doled  up,  and  I  differed  among  them 
in  filence. 

•  ✓  ’ 

Second  day,  22d,  we  had  a  meeting  on  Staten- 
.Ifland  (where  only  one  man  friend  and  his  family 
live),  among  6t{ier  focieties.  This  meeting  was 
on  my  companion  W.  Jackfon’s  concern,  and 
he  had  pretty  good  fervice  among  them.  I  had 
only  a  few  words.  There  is  an  ear  in  fome 
there  to  hear  the  troth,  and,  I  hope,  in  Tome 
degree,  hearts  to  obey  it.  Third  day,  23d,  we 
got  to  New-York,  and  Fourth  day,  24th, 
were  at  their  mid-week  meeting,  filent.  Fifth 
day,  25th,  we  went  to  the  Seleft  Quarterly 
meeting  at  W eftbury,  where  1  was  flint  up, 
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though  William  had  good  fervice.  Sixth  da\ 
26th,  came  on  the  quarterly  meeting  for  wor 
nip  and  difcipline,  and  an  adjournment  of  th 
brnec^  meeting,  in  all  which  I  felt  no  ftrengtl 
to  open  my  mouth.  Dear  William  was  in  fom 
degree  favoured  in  fupplication  and  teffimonv 
in  the  meeting  for  worfhip.  Seventh  day,  27th 
.  ^  ^8  cicar  of  thefe  parts,  and  about  to  return 

immediately  home,  we  had  a  precious  parting 
opportunity  at  Fry  Willis’s  ;  wherein  -I  had  2 
dew  words  in  much  tendernefs  to  exprefs,  am 
dear  William  was  much  favoured  in  fervem 
fupplication  to  the  Lord  for  our  prefervatior 
and  perfevering  integrity  to  him,  who  firfl 
gathered  our  fouls  to  an  acquaintance  ^vitf 
himfelf.  The  prefence  of  the  Mod  High  was 
livingly  felt,  and  reigned  over  all,  to  our  w 
/peak  a  ole  joy  and  confolation  :  for  words  are 
inadequate  to  the  full  expreffion  of  it !  Magni¬ 
fied  and  adored  tor  ever  be  the  Lord  our  God  ! 

1  • 

Here  I  parted  with  my  dear  companion  Wil- 
iinrn  Jackfon.  I  have  had  to  mourn,  in  this 
journey,  over  the  declenfion  from  primitive  zeal, 
as  alfo  the  great  departure  from  that  commend¬ 
able  plainnefs,  &c.  which  mine  eyes  have  for- 
rowfuily  beheld  in  fome  places,  efpeciaily  in 
1  hiladelphia,  and  from  thence  too  much  Ipread 
in  parts  around  them;  yet  the  Lord  hath  a 
chofen  remnant  there  :  may  they  ever  love  and 
iive  near  him,  and  the  others  be  brought  home 
to  the  fold  of  reft,  and  weaned  from  all  their 
vanities.  I  rode  this  day,  accompanied  by 
Jacob  Willets,  towards  the  eaft  end  of  Long- 

liland. 
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•Ill  and4;  and  next  day,  being  Fir  ft  day,  28th, 
we  rode  to  Sterling,;  and  Second  day,  29th, 
took  boat,  and  landed  in  the  afternoon  at 
Grotton  in  Connecticut,  from  hence,  parting 
with  Jacob,  I  rode  to  Able!  Gardiner’s  in 
Stonington.  Third  day  30th,  I  reached  Eaft- 
Greenwich,  and  Fir  ft  month,  31ft,  1787,  and 
Fourth  of  the  week,  got  well  home;  and,  to 
mv  joy  and  great  thankfulnefs  of  heart  to  the 
Lord,  found  my  dear  wife  and  family  in  pretty 
good  health,  and  much  rejoiced  to  fee  and 
receive  me  again;  and  I  thought  we  were 
renewediy  each  others  joy  in  the  Lord.  r  i 

•si  ■  X i.  t  4  •  a  nil--.  /  /  ,  >  •'  .  .  J*.J  -  L  >-i 

I  was  out  in  this  journey  about  fix  months 
and  ten  days,  and  travelled  by  computation 
about  two  thoufand  miles. 
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1  rials  and  exercijes  he  pafjcd  through .  Exhor 
sat i  cns.  yi  profped  op  vijiting  the  Souther, 
Sates.  ^  Preparatory  exercijes .  Proceeds  ii 

the  vifit . 

AF1ER  I. got  home  from  Pennfyl  vania 
.  \  travelled  through  many  heights  anc 
;  depths  in  my  own  mind,  for  about  two  years ; 
and  leemed.  to  be  the  neared  loiing  all  faith 
and  hope  in  God,  that  I  ever  remembered  tc 
..have  experienced.  Oh!  none  knows,  but  the 
aEord  alone,  the  fulnefs  of  that  bitternefs  oi 
ioul  which  I  had  to  endure !  It  wras  beyond  all 
trials  I  ever  had  known,  and  through  which  ] 
did  not  always  abide  fufficiently  on  the  watch- 
tower,  in  Uriel  patience,  refignation,  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  him,  who  never  yet  has  failed  me, 
when  I  have  rightly  trufted  in  him.  But  wThen 
I  have  thrown  afide  my  fhield,  and  loft  fight 
of  my  armour ;  Oh !  my  foul,  thou  only  art 
fully  fenfible  of  the  darknefs  and  defolation 
into  which  thou  haft  been  plunged !  But  mag¬ 
nified  over  all,  for  ever,  be  the  great  name  of 
the  Lord,  he  did  not  leave  me,  nor  forfake 
me  ;  but  after  pouring  out  into  my  cup,  lgrge 
draughts  of  wormwood,  mingled  with  gall,  was 
"gracioufly  pleafed  (having  thus  reduced  my 
foul,  for  the  prefent  at  lead,  to  perfect  refig¬ 
nation)  to  lift  up  the  light  of  his  countenance 
upon  me,  in  a  marvellous  and  heart-confoling 
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manner.  Oh,  thou  traveller  Sion- ward,  when¬ 
ever  thou  art  tried  with  a  deep  and  inward  fenfe 
of  God’s  prefence  being  withdrawn  from  thee, 
have  a  care,  yea,  a  reverential  care  on  thy 
fpirit,  that  thou  call:  not  away  thy  fhield.  It  * 
is  indeed  a  great  thing  to  keep  the  faith  at  fuch 
feafons.  Paul  kept  it,  and  had  to  rejoice  in  it,  * 
near  his  final  folemn  clofe :  c  I  have  fought  a  4 
6  good  fight — I  have  kept  the  faith.’*'  But 
had  he  not  kept  the  faith,  he  could  not  have 
fought  the  good  fight:  for  it  is  only  in  the- 
faith,  that  any  of  our  exercifes  can  pleafe  God,  • 
or  benefit  our  own  fouls,  or  others.  All  the 
wallings  runnings  and  aftings  out  of  the  true 
and  living  faith,  do  but  run  us  further  from 
that  (late  wherein  alone  our  true  happinefs 
and  advancement  confifts  ;  that  ffcate  wherein* 
6  God  is  all  in  all:’ — and  this  (late  we  mud' 
comb  to,  footier  or  later,  or  we  can  never 
know 'the  fulnefs  of  the  true  Chriftian  life. 
Have  a  conftant  watchful  care,  O  exercifed- 
pil  griin ,  that  thou  feek  not  for  eafe  before  the 
Lord’s  time.  Endure  the'  turnings  of  his  hand 
upon  thee ;  and  if  the  enemy  of  thy  foul  pre- 
ferit  any  outward  delight,  or  gratification  of 
whatever  kind  ;  fee  that  thou  embrace  not  his 
temptations,  however  pleafing,  or  artfully  pre- 
fented  and  infmuate'd.  The  very  fting  of  death* 
is  in  it,  if  thou  yield  unto  it.  And  although 
thou  mayeft,  for  thy  trial  and  proving,  be  left 

almoft  deftitute  of  all  fenfe  of  good,  and  have 
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fcarce  a  grain  of  faith  remaining ;  yet  thong 
m  this  extremely  deprefied  lituation,  they 
mayeit  be  ready  to  believe  it  will  be  of  little  0 
no  advantage  to  llrive  any  longer  againft  fm 
ready  to  fay  it  is  all  in  vain  ;  and"  perhap 
ready  to  conclude,  in  a  dark  moment,  it  will  b 
no  evil  for  thee  to  give  way  to  take  a  devre 
of  delight  in  forbidden  things ;  yet  I  wan 
thee,  in  the  fear  and  dread  of  the  living  God 
touch  not  with  the  temptations  of  the  feduce 
of  fouls.  Flee,  flee  for  thy  life.  Flee  from  fir 
as  from  a  ferpent:  if  thou  tampered  with  it 
though  thou  meaneft  not  to  yield,  thou  art  ii 
imminent  danger  ;  and  if  thou  Jiftenell,  thoi 
may  eft,  contrary  to  thy  intention,  go  near  tt 
the  borders  of  cleftnnftion  ;  and  if  thou  fliouldfl 
unhappily  yield  and  furrender,  thy  peace  witl 
God would  be  broken,  and  every  evil  thing  that 
thus  gets  in  by  confent,  muft  (if  ever" thon 
know  eft  thy  peace  again  reftored}  be  call  out, 
by  thy  differing  inexpreffibly  more  than  all  the 
delight  or  enjoyment,  which  fuch  a  falfe  grati¬ 
fication  can  poflibly  bring  with  it.  O,  there¬ 
fore,  ft  and  firm,  keep  on  the  W’atch -tower, 
refift  unto  blood,  driving  againft  fm  ;  and  that 
in  the  faith,  true  and  living  faith,  for  it  is  that 
which  gives  the  victory:  and  though  it  feems 
almoft  gone,  or  appears  as  final!  as  a  grain  of 
muftard-feed ;  yet  if  thou  call  *  not  away /thy 
confidence,  but  art  righuy  engaged  to  keep  the 
faith,  it  will  enable  thee  to  c  light  the  good 
*  fight/  and  to  fay  to  thefe  mountains,  of  oppo* 
fuion,  temptation,  and  befetment,  Be  4  removed 
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r  and  caft  into  the  fea,  and  it  fhall  be  done.** 
Remember  him  who  endured  all  Satan’s  allure¬ 
ments  and  temptations ;  who,  though  he  even 
Fafted  forty  days  in  the  wildernefs,  a  Hate  of 
defolation  and  trial,  yet  he  Hood  firm;  he  ate 
nothing;  he  yielded  not  to  any  of  the  enemy’s 
propofals,  but  bravely  repulfed  him  in  them  all. 
— Sing  O  ye  heavens ! — he  overcame  and  led 
captivity  captive ;  and  after  this  dreadful  con- 
ha  was  over,  the  holy  angels  miniftered  unto 
aim.  So  it  is,  has  been,  and  will  be,  with 
ill  his,  as  they  Hand  firm  in  the  faith  and  pa- 
:ience  of  the  faints ;  eating  nothing,  taking  in 
lothing  of  the  enemy’s  alluring  prefcntations. 
Liod’s  grace  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  fuffi- 
:ient  for  all  thefe,  under  every  trial,  temptation, 
md  befetment.  Let  Satan  rage,  let  his  meflen- 
jer,  the  thorn  in  theflefli  (however  operating, 
ir  in'  what  way  or  thing  foever  infinuating),  do 
ts  word ;  if  the  foul  keep  on  its  armour,  and 
dwell  in  the  patient  watch  and  warfare,  the 
n&o ry  is  certain:  the  holy  promife  cannot 
ail.  6  Becauie  thou  half  kept  the  word  of  my 
patience,  I  alfo  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour 
of  temptation,  that  (hall  come  upon  all  the 
world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.’ 
Phis  is  thy  hour  of  trial  ;  the  very  hour  and 
lower  of  darknefs  ;  but  ‘  Hand  ftill  and  fee  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord.’f  Let  not  in  the 
emptation  ;  give  not  way  to  carnal  reafonings, 
>r  confultations  with  flefh  and  blood;  and, 
lowever  fevere  the  combat,  thou  wilt  indeed 

*  Mat.  xxi,2j,  f  Exod.xiv.  13, 
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be  kept ,  and  Cod  will  bruife  Satan  under  thee, 
yea  bruife  his  very  head,  and  make  thee  more 
than  a  conqueror.  The  angel  of  his  holy 
prefence,  will  indeed  minifter  unto  thee ;  thou 
flaa.lt  be  greatly  ilrengthened  ;  and  verily  thou 
fhak  be  fed,  and  .that  with  food  convenient 
for  thee.  Thy  4  joy  {hall  be  full,  and  no 
4  man,  nay  nor  evil  fpirit.,  {hall  be  able  to 
4  take  it  from  thee,  or  to  pluck  thee  out  of 
4  thy  heavenly  Father’s  hand.’  *  Oh,  the  un- 
fpeakaole  confolation,  and  fulnefs  of  divine 
confirmation,  which  my  poor  foul  has  received, 
after  feafons  of  almoft  inexprefilble  conflict 
and  befetment,  when  I  have  abode  in  the 
true  patience,  kept  the  faith,  and  fo  fought 
the' good  fight!.  Eye  hath  not  Teen  indeed, 
nor  ear  heard,  nor  the  heart  conceived,  while 
in  a  natural  {fate,  the  joy  and  confolation 
which  God  pours  into  the  fouls  which  love 
him,  and,  through  all  tribulations,  keep  the 
word  of  his  patience.  O,  there  is  abundant 
encouragement  to  .hand  firm  through  all ;  yea 
even  to  prefs  through  every  crowd  of  temp¬ 
tation,  to  touch  that  which  has  the  healing, 
having,  and  preferring  virtue  in  it.  Trials  thou 
wilt  have,  this  hour  of  temptation  will  indeed 
come  upon  all  the  world  ;  none  ever  were  ex¬ 
empt  from  a  feafon  or  feafons  of  probation 
and  conflict:  and  it  is  in  order  cTo  try  them 
V<that  dwell  upon  the  earth/ 
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O  my  God,  thou  haft  done  much  for  my 
foul;  thou  haft  redeemed  me  through  judg¬ 
ment,  and  brought  me  forth  to  fee  the  light 
rejoicing:,  be  pleafed,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will, 
ftill  to  carry  on  thy  work  in  me,  until  all  that 
is  offenfive  to  the  purity  of  thy  holinefs  be 
confumed  ;  until  my  will  becomes  wholly  con¬ 
formable  to  thy  will, — even  fo.  Amen ! 

.a 

1788.  Having  thus  pafled  through  fome 
very  trying  feafons,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
lay  it  upon  me  to  make  a  vifit  to  Friends  and 
others  in-  the  fouthern  ftates  5  to  fympathize 
with  the  fullering  feed,  and  endeavour,  as  abi¬ 
lity  might  be  given,  to  ftir  up  the  pure  mind 
in  my  fellow  men,  by  perfuading  them  to  feek 
an  increafmg  acquaintance  with  God,  the  only 
fource  of  all  fure  confolation.  This  brought 
me  under  clofe  trial,  and  at  times  I  had  manv 
reafonings  and  difcouraging  conliderations,  with 
fears  about  a  fubfiftence  for  my  family ;  -for 
although  I  could  ever  fay  in  that  refpeCt,  as 
well  as  in  fpiritual  things,  e  Hitherto  the  Lord 
‘  hath  helped  us,’  *  yet  it  often  looked  almoft 
impoflible  to  me,  that  they  fhould  be  in  any 
comfortable  degree  provided  for,  if  I  gave  up 
to  be  fo  much  from  home  and  out  of  bufinefs^ 
but  the  holy  injunction  was  fo  often,  and  clearly 
repeated,  that  I  dared  not  refufe  obedience  to 
it.  So  after  many  and  various  conflicts,  my 
foul  bowed  before  him,  in  a  view  of  his  om¬ 
nipotence,  omuifcience,  and  unbounded  good- 

'*  i  Sam.  vii.  tz, 
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i  was  enabled  to  give  up,  and  calling  my 
upon  him,  in  regard  both  to  temporals 
and  fpirituals,  I  laid  in  my  heart,  c  Here  am  I, 
lend  me  ;  *'  fend  me,  O  holy  Father,  where- 
i.vcr  thou  pleafell ;  1  refufe  not  to  follow  thee 
v  into  any  corner  of  the  earth,  only  do  thou  but 
go  with  me  and  fupport  me.  ,  My  life,  my 
ftrength,  and  the  length  of  my  days,  I  devote 
to  diy  iCi  vrice  ;  my  family  I  reiign  to  thy  holy 
care  and  keeping  ;  to  thee  I  dedicate  them. 
O,  may  ft  thou  watch  over  and  prefer ve  them  ! 

4  At  this  furrender  of  all  things,  I  felt  the 
.fight  of  heaven  to  fill  my  foul  :  it  fhined  in 
sne  and  round  about  me,  above  the  brightnefs 
or  the  luii  indeed,  and  opened  my  profpefts 
into  diltant  nations ;  with  fome  belief  that  the 
Lord  was  opening  a  large  field  of  labour  for 
me  in  foreign  countries,  to  be  entered  into  in 
his  own  due  feafon,  I  faid,  c  Good  is  thy  will, 
‘  O  Lord  :  difpofe  of  me,  thy  unworthy  fer- 
*  vant,  as  thou  pleafeft.’ 

r 

So  at  a  fuitable  feafon  I  opened  my  con¬ 
cern  refpe&ing  a  vifit  to  the  fouthward,  in  a 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  who  exprefied 
a  good  degree  of  unity  and  clearnefs.  After 
this,  believing  it  belt  t6  remove  my  family  to 
my  old  home  at  North  Providence,  and  having 
done  it  accordingly,  I  applied  to  the  Preparative 
meeting  at  Providence,  in  order  that  my  con¬ 
cern  might  get  regularly  forward  to  the  Month- 
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\y  meeting  for  a  ceitificate.  And  having  ob¬ 
tained  a  certificate  of  the  concurrence  of  the 
Monthly  meeting,  it  was  carried  to  the  Quar¬ 
terly  meeting  in  the  Firft  month,  1789  ;  and 
there  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fill  my  foul 
with  {Length,  and  gave  utterance  to  my 
weight  of  exercife  and  concern,  to  the  greatly 
tendering  of  my  own  heart,  and  the  hearts  of 
my  brethren  and  fillers.  I  opened  it  both  in 
the  men’s  and  women’s  meeting;  and  received 
a  certificate  of  their  concurrence  with  my  con¬ 
cern,  their  near  fympathy  with  me  under  the 
exercife  attending  it,  and  their  prayers  for  my 
prefervation,  through  every  baptifm  and  trial 
that  I  might  meet  with.  Being  thus  furnilhed, 
and  having  early  had  a  profpeft  of  being  at 
Philadelphia,  at  the  time  of  the  General  Spring 
meeting  of  Minifters  and  Elders,  to  be  held 
there  in  the  Third  month*  1789;  and  hill  feel¬ 
ing  bound  to  endeavour  to  be  at  that  meet¬ 
ing,  I  got  ready;  and  my  friend  Daniel  Aldrich 
having  found  a  concern  upon  his  mind  to 
accompany  me,  and  obtained  a  certificate  of 
concurrence  of  his  friends,  we  fet  forward  on 
the  journey  the  9th  of  the  Third  month,  1789  : 
having  taken  an  affeftionate  and  heart-tender¬ 
ing  farewel  of  my  dear  wife  and  family,  re¬ 
commending  them  to  the  Lord  for  prefer¬ 
vation,  confolation  and  fupport,  in  full  con¬ 
fidence  that  he  would  not  fail  them,  if  their 
trull  continued  firmly  in  him.  We  rode  feveral 
days,  palling  through  the  fiate  of  Conne&icut, 
without  meeting  any  of  our  brethren,  except 
a  few  in  one  place,  after  parting  with  my 

&  a  dear 


J 


*  96 


journal  of 


dear  father-in-law,  my  beloved  brother-iri-lau 
Jofeph  Anthony,  and  our  kind  young  friend 
badiah  Brown,  who  rode  part  of  the  firfl 
day  with  us.  We  met  with  very  kind  treat. 
™e,ni  a“°nS  the  Preibyterians  in  Conne&icut ; 
and  I  had  to  bel.eve,  from  the  hate  of  mind 
which  many  of  them  appeared  to  be  in,  and 
from  the  impreffion  which  I  had  among  them, 
that  a  time  would  yet  come  when  the  blefled 
trut  1  would  have  a  much  freer  entrance  ope- 
ration  and  acknowledgment  among  that  people 
than  has.  yet  been  evident.  May  the  Lord 
laiten  his  great  work  in  the  earth,  and  when 
and  fo  far  as  he  pleafeth,  *  take  unto  him  his 
,  «reat  Power  afld  reign’  throughout  the  king¬ 
doms  of  men  !  We  got  to  New  York  on 
Seventh  day  the  14th  of  the  month,  and 
ltaid  their  fore  and  afternoon  meetings  on 
firft  day,  but  were  quite  fhut  up  therein. 
Next  day  went  to  Rahway  in  New  Terfev 
and  fo  on  to  Philadelphia;  where  we  arrived  on 
Sixth  day  the  20th  at  evening  ;  having  attended 
a  little  meeting  by  the  way,  at  Bordemown  in 
Jerley,  and  alfo  the  (Quarterly  meeting  at  Had- 
donfield.  Here  the  Lord  favoured  us  with  his 

prefence,  and  opened  our  way  to  confiderable 
fervice. 


i\  n 


Seventh  day,  21ft,  began  the  General  Spring 
meeting  of  Miniflers  and  Elders  at  Philadelphia. 
I  ruth  mercifully  owned  our  folerhnity,’  and' 
wonderfully  favoured  the  feveral  fittings  of 
the  Scdeft  meeting,  the  feveral  'meetings  for 
publick  worihip,'  as  alfo  the  three  Monthly 
1  * '4  meetings 
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meetings  in  the  city,  which  came  on  in  courfe 
after  the  General  meeting  concluded. 

“  1  A  *  *. 

We  left  Philadelphia  on  Sixth  day,  the  27th, 
and  were  next  day  at  a  Seleft  meeting  at 
Wilmington,  and  on  Firft  and  Second  days,  at 
their  General  meeting  for  worfliip  there;  where 
truth  gave  us  the  victory,  and  afforded  abi¬ 
lity  to  exalt  the  precious  teliimony  thereof, 
though  through  deep  fufferings  in  fpirit.  After 
this,  we  had  meetings  at  Chriftiana-Bridge* 
and  the  head  of  Elk,  among  people  moltly 
not  of  our  fociety.  But  though  I  felt  a  llrong 
oppofition  in  fome  at  the  lafl  place,  yet  truth 
gave  the  vi&ory  at  both  thefe  meetings;  the 
laft  being  eminently  owned  by  the  overlhadow- 
ing  of  divine  life,  in  the  power  and  demon- 
flration  whereof  the  everlalting  gofpel  was 
preached  among  them.  May  it  fallen  as  a  nail 
in  a  fure  place. 

Fourth  month,  2d,  being  5th  day  of  the 
week,  we  tried  to  get  to  the  Monthly  meeting 
at  Deer  Creek ;  but  could  not  get  over  the 
river  Sufquehanna  until  too  late  to  reach  meet¬ 
ing  feafonably ;  but  we  found  we  had  a  fer- 
vice  among  feveral  young  friends  near  the 
river.  After  we  had  cleared  our  minds  to  them, 
the  way  foon  opened  for  us  to  crofs  the  river ; 
fo  we  had  a  meeting  next  day  at  Deer  Creek,' 
in  which  I  was  quite  clofed  up. 

Seventh,  Firft,  and  Second  days,  we  had 
meetings  at  the  Fawn,  Bufli  River,  and  Little 
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Falls.  Third  Fourth,  and  Fifth,  we  Were  at 
Gunpowder,  Patapfco  Foreft,  and  Baltimore; 
n  oftly  fhut  up.  We  ftaid  at  Baltimore  until 
aiter  their  two  meetings  on  Firft  day  ;  were 

r^Utrpf.’  J?  fav,oured  with  faith  and  patience. 

vp  o  day’  the  I4th’  we  llad  a  meeting  at 
Uk  R  ,dge;  were  Ann  up,  except  the  expreffion 

of  a  few  words.  Fourth  day,  we  were  at  their 
i  reparative  meeting  at  Sandy- fpring ;  a  bleffed 
and  highly-favoured  time,  and  very  open ;  divers 
attended  the  meeting  .for  worlhip  who  were 
not  friends.  Truth’s  doctrines  flowed  freely 
and  largely  among  them,  I  truft  in  a  good  de¬ 
gree  of  the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  the 
Spirit. 

.  day,  we  attended  a  Preparative  meet¬ 
ing  at  Indian-fpring,  and  a  Select  meeting  after 
exercifmg ;  though  we  got  a  little 
relief,  through  attention  to  that  which  enabled 
to  IdDoui  honeftly,  as  ability  was  afforded. 

Sixth  day,  17th,  were  at  their  Monthly 
meeting  there;  before  which,  in  the  morning, 
\ve  were  at  the  adjournment  of  their  Seleft 
meeting  .  it  was  indeed  a  day  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten,  I  truft  by  us,  nor  by  any  of  them  who 
were  prefent.  In  the  Select  meeting,  truth  very- 
unexpectedly  opened  fome  important  and  in- 
ft ru Clive  (though  to  the  natural  man  myfteri- 
ous)  doctrines,  clearly  to  the  underflanding  of 
my  mind  ;  and  the  power  of  the  word  of^life 
accompanying,  I  opened  them;  fo  far  as  re¬ 
quired,  to  the  meeting,  to  the  great  relief  of 

my 
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my  own  mind.  The  meeting  for  publick  wor¬ 
ship  was  eminently  owned  by  the  overlhadow- 
ings  of  divine  love  \  under  which  coverings 
utterance  was  largely  given,  and  the  doctrines 
of  the  gofpel  were  opened  and  promulgated 
this  day,  to  the  reaching  and  tendering  many 
*minds,  if  not  moft  prelent :  the  dochine  of 
God’s  free  and  univerfal  grace,  and  its  entire 
fufficiency  for  the  falvation  ol  all,  being  efpe- 
eially  illuilrated  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
work  of  falvation  goes  no  further  forward  in 
us,  than  as  we  yield  to,  join  in,  and  co-operate 
with,  this  bleffed  principle. 

In  the  meeting  for  church  difcipline,  we 
had  large  opportunity,  in  the  frefh  extendings 
of  gofpel  love,  to  clear  our  minds  to  both 
brethren  and  filters,  parents  and  children,  on 
•divers  important  branches  of  our  religious 
*  teltimony.  Our  fouls  were  comforted,  and.  the 
living  among  them  rejoiced  with  us.  Things 
are  low  in  this  land  ;  but  yet  we  were  wit- 
neffes  that  a  remnant  are  on  the  right  foun- 
-  dation,  and  engaged  to  promote  the  right  thing ; 
and  we  had  a  iiope  that  the  number  would 
increafe,  and  that  a  revival  might  take  place  in 
tlaefe  parts. 

Seventh  day,  we  rode  to  a  place  called  the 
'Clifts.  This  night,  as  I  lay  awake  in  bed,  I 
was  almoll  overcome  with  the  Irefli  extend¬ 
ings  of  the  love  and  goodnefs  of  God  to  my 
foul,  and  Teemed  fwal lowed  up  in  the  inlhinings 
of  his  luminous  and  glorious  prefence.  In  this 

k  4  almoll 
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i :  ^tauc  enjoyment,  my  foul  bowed  » 
mk  and  reverence,  before  him  ;  and  tk 

fflglfflijfij'i  offered,  up  to.  .his 

lfteTthm  rbe-dlfl?0fer  °r  aS  he  Pleaf?d  :  ^ 
t  thus  continuing  for  fome  time,  fubjetfedly 

given  up  to  his  holy  will,  witneffing  his  glory 

to  reft  upon  me  as  a  royal  diadem,  and  re. 

'  Ii-!nVlnS/?meAeet,  manffeftations  or  confirma- 
•i  0  1S,  a]herly  care  having  been  day  and 

ght  extended  to  and  over  me  from  my  youth* 

°r  Prdemtion  and  advancement  in  the 
way  of  life  and  falvation;  it  pleafed  his  Infinite 
t  lajefty  to  condefeend  once  more  fas  at  fome 
fow  gracious  folemn  and  peculiar  feafons  in 

le  cour^e  of  my  pilgrimage  before),  as  it 
were,  to  fet  open  the  windows  of  heaven,  and 
fpread  before  the  view  of  my  mind  the  excel- 
lency  .and  glory  thereof ;  and  (which  above 
all  rejoiced  my  foul)  he  alfo  fet  open  the  arms 
.  ,  s  me.rcy  >  dewing  me  and  giving  me  feel- 

!ng  £  lP  •  ow  that  although,  at  many  times 
»n  the  courfe  of  my  life,  I  had  not  fo  kept 
iindei  a  fenfe  of  his  preferving  influence,  as  to 
nm  the  fnares  of  the  enemy,  but  had  fome- 
times.  been  entangled  in  them ;  yet  there  was 
not  ling  retained  againft  me,  but  that  all  was 
freely  remitted  and  waflied  away  in  the  blood 
o  t  ic  Lamb ;  and  that  if  I  henceforth  flood 
iirm  m  .obedience  to  him,  and  in  the  pro- 

cfu|h->  as  ability  was  niven,  I 
mould  rt’ign  with  him  in  glory,  world  without 
end.  I  found  myfelf.  clothed  inwardly,  as  it 
were  with  white  linen.  .1  law  that  my  garments 
iad  m  days  paft  been  much  defiled,  but  were 
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now  wafhed  and  made?  cleutf.  I  faw  that  I  had 
indeed  come  thus  far  *  through  }£reat  tribu- 
4  Union,’  and  that  had  I  not  fubmitted'  thereto, 

I  mud  have  remained  4  filthy  (till.*  My  very 
foul  bowed  in  deepeft  proflration  before  the 
throne  of  God,  my  cry  afeended  for  future 
prefervation*  and  I  vowed  continued  obedi¬ 
ence,  through  his  help,  to  the  end  of  my  flay 
here  in  this  vale  of  tears.  My  heart  was 
lifted  up  in  fongs  of  praife,  for  the  wonders 
of  his  love  to  me-ward  ;  and  I  had  to  contem¬ 
plate  and  adore  the  unmerited  kindnefs  and 
goodnefs  of  his  gracious  dealings  with  me. 

1  could  fay  he  had  plucked  my  feet  out  of 
the  mire  and  clay,  and  fet  them  upon  a  rock, 
in  a  good  degree  eftablifhed  my  goings,  and  put 
a  i  new  fong  in  my  mouth,  even  praifes  to  ?ny 
God O  Lord,  hold  me  fail  for  ever,  keep  ' 
my  foul  alive  to  the  end,  make  of  me,  and  do 
with  me  what  and  as  thou  pleafeft.  l  am  thine; 
this  is  my  rejoicing :  I  wifh  ever  to  remain 
thine  ;  and  if  ever  my  own  will,  my  own  cor-' 
rupt  inclinations,  prefume  to  rend  me  from 
thee,  O,  my  gracious  Father,  be  thou  pleafedf 
to  interpofe,  and  to  lift  a  ftandard  againft  alt 
that  may  rife  up  againft  me  for  evil.  I  dare 
not  depend  on  my  own  ftrength  or  refolutions; 
but  mufl  look  unto  thee  to  ftrengthent  me  in 
weaknefs,  and  to  make  effe&ual  my  drivings, 
wreftlings,  and  refolutions,  againft  fin.  I  com¬ 
mit  myfelf  wholly  to  thy  care  and  keeping. 
Be  thou  my  light  and  my  leader,  and  hold  me 
in  thy  holy  hand  for  ever.  ' 

•  '  ’  ■  •  r.  ,  '  rVKi1  lit  bL 
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Next  day  we  had  a  glorious  meeting  at  thb 

amono-  “f,  t  *  mceti^onfe,  but  moftly 
?  i.U?lTaSi  Were  not  fr*endS,  many  ol 

tuem  ea bed  Metnodifts ;  a  people  that  abound 
jn  tins  land  and  fome  of  their  hearts  have 
een  touched  with  a  live  coal  from  the  holy 

J  •  ^ut  thfy  feem  very  unfettled,  many 
taving  lurried  forward  into  much  religious 
activity,  being.  very  noify,  talkative,  and  al- 
if  not  quite  ranting.  Yet  I  hope  fome  of 
them  will  come  to  a  fettlement  in  the  truth  • 
but  expect  many  will  run  quite  out,  and  finally 
lhake  on  them  religious  exercife :  this  beinn 
the  natural  confequence  of  making  hade  into 
religious  performances  without  the  pure  lead¬ 
ings  of  truth  therein.  My  heart  and  mouth' 
were  largely  opened  among  them  in  this  ajfft 
divers  other  meetings ;  and  this  day,  in  a  fpe- 
cial  manner,  the  dreams  of  life  flowed  Plen- 
tifully  and  fweetly,  to  my  great  fatisfaftion 
and  comfort,  and  to  the  refrefhment  of  many 
minds:  glory  to  God,  who  hath  hitherto 
helped  us !  We  can  do  nothing  without  his 
iidp5  but  can  do  all  things  required  of  us\ 
through  his  ftrengthening  influence 


upon  us 


in 


o 
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oeccnd  and  Ihird  of  the  week,  we  had 
precious  meetings  at  Herring-Creek  and  Btiffi- 
River,  moftly  among  other  people,  as  Metho¬ 
ds*  &c.  though  at  Friends  meeting-houfes  % 
for  f  ■  tends  at  thefe  places  are  few  in  number, 
though  there  ufec!  to  be  many  valuable  Friends’ 
belonging  to  thefe  meetings.  We  were  very 
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dear  in  our  judgment,  that  Friends  >  having 
kept  fuch  numbers  of  Haves,  did  pinch  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  ruin  of  their  posterity  :  for  the 
poor  negroes  were  put  to  do  nearly  all  tne 
work,  while  the  children  of  Friends  were 
brought  up  in  c  pride,  fulnefs  of  biead,  and 
6  abundance  of  idlenefs/  *  riding  about  for 
pleafure,  living  at  eafe  and  in  fulnefs.  I  his 
was  productive  of  many  evils,  and  opened,  a 
wide  door  for  unprofitable  and  pernicious  in¬ 
timacy  with  hurtful  company  ;  until,  alas !  the 
youth  in  fome  particular  places  are  aim  oft  ad 
departed  from  the  way  of  truth,  and  an  aim  oft 
total  defolation  reigns  in  fome  places  of  this 
land.  Oh  the  mifchiefs  ot  idlenefs  and  cppref- 
fion  !  May  it  be  the  fpecial  care  of  all  religious 
"people  ftri&ly  to  bring  up  their  children  to 
fome  honed  induftrious  and  ufeful  employ¬ 
ment.  I  believe  Truth  requires  it,  that  a 
bleffing  attends  it,  and  that  much  evil  is  pre¬ 
vented"  by  it.  My  fpirit  deeply  mourns  over 
the  forrowfut  and  dangerous  fituation  of  fuch 
who  have,  as  they  fay,  c  nothing  to  do  :J  be¬ 
lieving  they  will  aim  oft  certainly  c  foon  learn 
4  to  do  evil/ 


Next  day,  my  companion  being  unwell,  we 
kept  houfe ;  and  the  day  following  rode  near 
half  the  day  towards  Alexandria  ;  where  we 
ftaid  until  Firft  day,  the  26th,  and  were  at 
the  fore  and  afternoon  meeting;  to  both  which 
came  many  of  the  town's  people*  Methodifts', 


\ 
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■Baptifts,  Prefbyterians,  &c.  and  the  Lord  was 
gracroufly  pleafed  to  give  us  a  good  time  in 
both  meetings,  efpecially  the  laft,  wherein 
I  ruth  reigned  over  all :  bleffed  be  the  name 
ot  the  Lord  !  Phis  was  the  find  place  we  were 
at  ;  meeting  m  (Virginia.  Next  day  we  rode 
forty-five  Amies  to  Stafford,  and  had  a  very 
dnlli  meeting  there  the  day  following.  It  was 

i  flf*  C5CCP£  a  few  words  at  the  clofe,  which 
Udt  cafy  to  drop  with  my  hat  on,  intimating 
that  the  life  was  fo  low,  and  the  fprinss  fo 
Ihut  up,  that  I  had  not  dared  to  attempt  any 
thing  under  pretence  of  preaching  the  gofpel  • 
but  that  I  felt  a  particular  freedom  to  mention, 
iomething  that  had  turned  in  my  mind  to  thofe 
not  of  our  fociety.  I  told  them,  a  miniffer  of 
the  gofpel  had  nothing  of  his  own  to  offer  to 
the  people;  his  whole  dependance  is  on  Chrifl 
he  mull  Ipeak  as  tne  oracle  of  God,  and  only, 
in  the  ability  that  God  giveth ;  therefore  is. 
under  .an  ablolute  neceffity  to  keep  lilence, 
unlefs  immediately  commifiioned  and  abilitated 
from  God :  that,  for  their  fakes,  through  the 
flowing  of  the  love  which  I  felt  to  them,  I  had 
rather  defired  as  a  creature,  that  the  way; 
might  be  opened  for  communication  ;  but  that 
I  found  a  flow  of  love  and  good-will  was  not 
a  fufftcient  qualification  to  preach  the  gofpel  : 
mentioning  that  Saul’s  forcing  him/clftmd  offer- 
mg,  through  .a  fear  that  the  people  would  be 
fcattered  abroad,  difpleafed  the  Lord,  and 
Samuel  his  prophet:  that,  therefore,  I  had 
not  dared  to  attempt  to  preach  the  gofpel 
among  them,  knowing  who  it  was  that  laid, 

fuch 


i 


JOB  SCOTT. 

fuch  as  kindle  a  fire,  andwarm  themfelves  by 
the  fparks  of  their  own  kindling,  fhall  lie  down 

in  forrow,  •><  '  r  -  ■ 

■  f h n  Dili  ocf  bjih  t’f  ■  ili:  oyo  b^ngfei  rntfi* 

My  beloved  companion  having  been  unwell, 
more  or  lefs,  mod  of  the  time  for  feveral  weeks, 
now  grew  worfe  ;  fo  that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  to  tarry  here,  at  the  houfe  of  our  friend 
Robert  Painter,  feveral  days ;  during  which 
time  my  faid  companion  came  to  a  conclusion 
to  leave  me  and  return  homeward  ;  as  he  and  I 
both  very  much  doubted  his  being  able  to  go 
through  the  journey.  This  was  indeed  a  trial 
to  me  in  my  deeply  exercifed  date  of  mind, 
and  gladly  could  I  have  turned  with  him  ; 
but  could  find  no  peace  of  mind  in  looking 
that  way.  So  on  Sixth  day,  the  id  of  the 
Fifth  month,  he  being  a  little  mended,  and 
feeling  eafy  in  his  mind  to  go  homeward,  and 
I  not  daring  to  urge  him  forward,  we  parted 
in  much  brotherly  nearnefs  and  affeftion, 
having  travelled  together  in  true  gofpel  love 
and  harmony :  he  with  a  guide,  going  for 
Alexandria  ;  and  I  with  another,  rode  to  a 
place  in  Culpepper,  called  Southland  meeting, 
eroding  the  river  Rapalrannock  in  our  way. 
This  was  indeed  a  day  of  deep  anguifh.  to  my 
foul ;  I  felt  unufually  difconfolate,  and  could 
not  refrain  from  almoft  excefiive  weeping.  My 
heart  feemed  ready  to  break,  t for- 1  was  not  only 
left  in  a  (trange -land, /almoft  without  a  fympathi- 
zing  friend,  but  was  inwardly  very  much  (trip¬ 
ped  ;  yet  I  was  favoured  to  be  in  a  good  degree 
refigned  under  ah,  and  my  cry  was  fervently  to 


, .  -  ---  ■ -  ••  • 

- 
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*hf  ^°f,°ma11  COnfo,an'on’  tliat  he  would  keen 
1tedfaflly  given  up  to  do  and  fuffer  what¬ 
ever  he  in  wifdom  faw  bell  for  me.  • 

■  )  K  \  .  .J  I 

Next  day,  had  a  filent  meeting  here,  excenr 
a  few  words  of  information  after  meeting  broke 
»  or  as  we  parted.  The  day  folTowing^ 
being  the  Firft  or  the  week,  and  3d  of  the  Fifth 
month,  I  was  at  Caroline  meeting,  filent  here 

j  1  ,a"d  more  Painf»i  and  diftreffing  than  any 
1  had  been  at  m  this  journey  before.  I  re¬ 
membered  the  account  of  Cbrift’s  agony,  his 
fweatmg  as  it  were  drops  of  blood,  and  cry¬ 
ing  out  to  his  heavenly  Father,  ‘  My-  God 
my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me1’*  I 
iaw  the  propriety  of  his  palling  through  this 
trying  fcene ;  and  I  believed  it  neceftary  for 
me  to  go  through  that  portion  of  bufferings- 
amgned  me :  and  though  lie  paffed  through 
or  our  fakes,  he  being  experimentally 
touched  with  a  feeling  of  onr  infirmities  and 


,  O  mutimut: 

-lings  (not  but  that  his  Omnifeienc 


God  could  fee  and  behold  it  all  without  feel 
mg  it  in  a  body  of  flelh)  but  as  the  brethrei 
were  partakers  of  flefh  and  blood,  he  willinp-b 
took  part  oi  the  fame,  and  in  all  the  fufferinm 
incident  to  the  brethren  in  this  life ;  and  there- 
m  to  fet  us  an  example  of  faith,  patience,  and 
perfeverance,  through  all :  and  that  he  might 
both  feel  and  manifeft  this  refignation  in  the 
molt  confpicuons  manner  poftible,  he  was  fo 
iar  ftnpped  as  to  feel  as  if  he  was  forfaken ; 

*  Mat.  xxvii,  46. 

re 


•  JOB'  SCOTT.  207 

yet  even  hi  tills:  extremity,  though  as  matt  he 
was  ready  to  wiftflthe  cup  to  pafs.  front;  him, 
yet  he  centered  in — 4  Not  my  will,  but  thine 
‘  be  done.'*  I  faw  that  there  was  no  way  for 
me  to  get  rightly  along,  but  through  the  like 
fubmiflion  ;  and-  this  afternoon  every  painful 
impreffion  was  removed,  and  the  light  of  lire 
Ihined  into  my  foul  with  unclouded  clearnefs : 
1  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  judgment  was  indeed 
'brought  forth  unto  victory. 

O  -  > 

(  %  t  * 

Second  day,  4th,  had  a  meeting  at  Cedar 
Creek  ;  not  painful,  nor  yet  had  I  much  en¬ 
joyment,  but  was  .  quite  (hut  up  as  to  words 
in  the  miniltry  ;  yet  had  an  engagement  to  in- 
.  form  the  people,  at  the  conclulion  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  of  the  for  row  I  often  had  felt,  on  account 
ofthe  grofs  darknefs  which  yet  prevails  in  re¬ 
gard  to  what  is  called  preaching  the  gofpel, 
many  engaging  therein  without  divine  authority 
and  influence,  who  confequently  cannot  profit 
the  people.  ' 

* 

Third  day,  5th,  had  a  meeting  at  Genito, 
and  one  next  day  at  Richmond,  among  people 
moftly  not  of  our  fociety.  Thefe  were  both 
b Idled  meetings ;  truth’s  do&rines  were  largely 
opened  to  my  relief,  and  I  truft  to  the  refre fit¬ 
ment  of  divers  others.  Fifth  day,  7th,  had  a 
meeting  at  the  Swamp,  one'  next  day  at  Black- 
Creek,  and  another  the  day  following  at 
Curies:  all  dull  and  ahnoft  lifelefs;  yet  I  la- 

*  r  ^  * 

S’;  .  %  „  >  *  ‘J?  .  •  ll 

*  Luke  xxii,  42  a 

V. 


boured 


V 


os 


JOURNAL  OF 


boured  a  little  in  the  miniflry  in  all  of  them  ir 

SVZf*1  "““i  “  *e'a1  Sg 

lewi™  „  ,f0Tpav’  y*  ,hr°ugh  »»  Iwe*  ft. 
'  'V  i  ’  n  lowhnefs  and  deliberation  toaflmll 

rW'\0n,'  TI  found  muc!l  relief.  Blelfed  be  the 

iSlfj?  *5P‘  "■<=  humble,  and  Credit 

liad  prefumed  with  fo  fmalU  motion  to  have 
rfflW  ft,rengt\  °f  utterance  haftijy 

o  mv  in  f  a“d  f°  T imo  »  *»’ «  o/wfrd  ! 

» tf,  gb“'f' 'Thidl  1  h°Pe  £ 

Imvet  ,fjnd  here  I  have  feen  that  many,  who 
have  a  real  gift  m  t|le  mmlllry,  do  fometimee 

greatly  hurt  themfelvea,  their  fevices,  and  The 
people  :  for  not  lying  ]ow  enough,  n’or  , ,  “f 
rare  enough,  to  find  the  fafe  fteppi„g.(ton  ”S 

though  lively  gtft,  into  a  hafty  elevation  of 

|s/-  1;ut  Indeed  Without  very  confiderablc 
degree  of  warmth  and  animation. 

1  I  ft  (  •  /  ■  -9 

*,  •  *  4  .  <  r 

.  Fjrft  c%>  loth,  I  was  at  Wayne-Oak  meet- 
ing.  It  was  dull,  yet  I  did,  near  the  clofe,  fav 

m” ahhtdebyr  TJ  °fT  m'm'arJ’  which  afforded 
e  a  little  relief.  I  was  hereby  renewedlv 

affured  that  the  gofpel  cannot  be  preached7 

out  when  the  Lord  opens  the  real  fpripg:  0f  ■ 

de  m  the  preacher.  I  rod^after  this  meedn. 

ten  miles  towards  another  meeting-place  ex- 

pcd.img  to  go  on  thither  next  day  m  order  for 

a  meeting;  but  my  way  feemed  fo  fluit  am  - 

next  morning,  that  I  durft  not  proceed  p  and 
«wri  •  withal 


'  JOB 

*  /  » 

withal  was  aim  oft  too  much  unWcll  to  continue 
riding:  :  yet  had  the  way  been  open. 


I 


ve 


I  fhoiild  have  gone  forward  ;  but  believing  it 
unfafe,  both  for  myfelf  and  friends,  to  appoint 
meetings  without  a  fenfe  of  truth’s  direction 
and  affiftance,  I  returned  to  my  friend  John 
Crew’s,  at  Wayne-Oak. 


ii: 

■hi; 


On  Second  day,  I  was  reduced  to  a  very 
deftitute  condition,  wherein  all  my  former  ex¬ 
perience  feemed  to  afford  little  or  no  fatisfa&ion. 
This  feafon  of  dripping  had  been  coming  upon 
me  for  feveral  days,  and  continued  for  fome 
time  after.  But  I  have  not  the  lead  expecta¬ 
tion  of  being  able,  by  words  or  writing,  ever 
to  convey  a  clear  and  adequate  idea  of  the 
darknefs,  defolation,  and  didrefs,  attending 
this  difpenfation,  to  any  who  have  not  in  de¬ 
gree  experienced  it :  thofe  who  have,  may,  if 
they  diould  read  thefe  lines  when  I  am  in  ano*- 
ther  date  of  exidence,  feel  a  lively  fenfibility* 
hereof,  feel  as  one  a  little  before  them  has 
felt,  deeply  abafed,  exercifed,  and  heavy  laden ; 
like  to  what  their  poor  fouls  may  have  yet  for 
a  feafon  at  times  to  groan  under:  and  if  it 
pleafe  God  to  blefs  this  prefent  relation  to  the 
benefit  of  any  of  his  drooping  children,  I  • 
grudge  not  my  having  puffed  through  the  forq 
conflict,  nor  my  pains  in  preferving  thefe  me¬ 
moirs  of  my  exercifed  life.  r 


?  r\y 


:  J  i 


Third  day,  12th,  I  attended  the  week-day 
meeting  of  Friends  here  at  Wayne-Oak,  as  it 
came  in  courfe.  It  was  very  fmall,  I  was  much 

dripped3 
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gripped,  nor  had  I  ability  to  fay  any  thing  lr 
the  meeting  until  near  the  clofe  of  it,  feelinc 
to  myielf  one  of  the  moll  unworthy  creatures! 

_  clfter  all  this  I  was  made  to  rejoice,  and  foi 
tms  very  , abafement  and  reduction  of  mind  ; 
and  this  rejoicing  increafed  until  I  had  to  ex' 
prefs  a  little  of  it  in  the  meeting,  much  to  the 
tendering  a  few  broken-hearted  friends  prefent; 
though  I  could  not  rife  into  more  life  than  juft 
in  weak n els  to  utter  a  few  expreffions ;  ye! 
therewith  felt  eafy ;  but  concluded,  as  I  had 
.  before,  that  if  way  did  not  open  with 

more  clearnefs  for  the  continuance  of  my  jour¬ 
ney  after  the  Yearly  meeting  then  foon  coming 
on  at  this  place,  I  might  return  home;  fully 
believing,  that  he  who  called  me  forth  into  his 
tervice  in  this  land,  would  open  the  way  with 
clearnefs  to  proceed  fo  far  as  his  will  was  for 
me  to  go  ;  and  that  as  he  would  not  withhold 
the  neceffary  openings,  I  might  fafely,  after 
waiting  a  proper  time  without  obtaining  any 
manifeflations  to  the  contrary,  return  to  my 
family  ;  yet  remained  given  up  to  go  forward, 
if  lie  fhonld  open  the  way  for  it. 

Fifth  day,  14th,  in  filence  and  inward  po¬ 
verty,  I  attended  the  Seleft  Quarterly  meeting 
of  Minifters  and  Elders  at  White-Oak  Swamp, 
and  next  day  the  Publick  Quarterly  meeting 
here :  out  of  weaknefs  I  was  made  ftrong,  and 
many  with  my  own  foul  rejoiced  in  the  Lord. 
Seventh  day,  1 6th,  began  the  Seleft  Yearly 
meeting,  and  this  day  was  held  the  meeting 
for  Sufferings  alfo  :  next  day,  two  large  meet¬ 
ings; 
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ings  for  worfhip,  and  one  the  day  following  ; 
then  the  church  difcipline  in  the  afternoon* 
and  by  adjournments  until  Fouith  day,  the  20th. 
•Hie  meetings  for  worfhip  were  livingly  fa¬ 
voured  times;  thole • for  difcipline,  for  want 
of  deep  dwelling  in  the  life,  and  more  en¬ 
gagement  for  good  order,  were  not  fo  lively  ; 
yet  truth  owned  the  faithful  labours  of  a  rem¬ 
nant,  and  life  fprang  up  at  times  to  their  re- 
freflmient.  The  meeting  for  Sufferings  was  alfo 
favoured  :  it  then  appeared  that  the  members 
thereof  had  been,  and  with  fome  fuccefs,  en¬ 
gaged  in  fupport  of  the  rights  of  the  injured 
Africans,  at  which  my  foul  rejoiced  ;  for  many 
of  them  groan  in  cruel  bondage  in  this  land. 
But  I  believe  the  Lord  will  more  and  more 
arife  for  their  deliverance,  and  work  their 
emancipation,  and  that,  through  judgments 
■poured  out  upon  their  oppreffors,  if  the  hard 
hearts  of  thofe  who  make  them  groan  are  not 
foftened  by  *  milder  means.  I  ufed  among 
friends  here  a  plain,  honed:,  gofpel  freedom* 
which  gave  me  great  relief,  and  tendered  many 
of  their  hearts.  So  after  fupplication  and 
thankfgiving  to  God,  this  Yearly  meeting 
concluded  under  a  frefti  fenfe  of  his  divine 
goodnefs. 

J  -•>  i .v  ••  t  ;  ..  ■  . 

Fifth  day,  2 iff,  had  a  meeting  here  with  the 
negroes,  in  which  I  was  filent,  but  my  dear 
friend  John  Lloyd,  from  Pennfylvania,  had 
good  ferviee  therein.  Next  day  we  had  a 
meeting  at  'Tyrels,  wherein  I  was  clofed  up, 
but  my  friend  had  a  pretty  open  time.  Seventh 

;  day* 


~l-i  JOURNAL  OF 

day,  23d,  was  at  Skimino ;  and  Firft  day,  24th 
a  a  final]  meeting  at  Williamfburgh,  a 
town  where .  no  friends  live.  I  had  little  to 
lay  m  thefe  meetings.  It  is  to  the  poor  the 
goipel  ts  preached  :  even  Jefus  did 
mighty  works  in  fome  places,  becaufe  of  their 
imbe hef.  It  remains  true  to  this  day,  that 
unbelief  and  hardnefs  of  heart  Units  out  the 
goipel,  or  prevents  a  free  entrance  thereof 
among  ^  uch  as  have  not  a  fenfe  of  their  own 
necefiities,  but  think  thenifelves  rich,  full,  and 
to  have  need  of  nothing  :  for  the  word  preach¬ 
ed  cannot  profit,  unlefs  it  be  mixed  with  faith  in 
t  em  that  hear  it.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that 
thofe  who  run  when  the  Lord  hath  not  Jent 
them,  and  continue  preaching  to  the  people 
without  feeling,  or  evidently  finding  a  door  of 
entrance  into  their  hearts,  do  not  profit  them 
by  all  their  long,  laborious,  and  creaturely  ex- 
ercifes  among  them :  for  nothing  gathers  to 
God  but  what  proceeds  from  him. 

,  .  * -  »  r-  4  s  j 

On  Second  day,  the  25th,  we  had  a  meeting 
among  the  Methodifts  at  New-Kent.  John  Lloyd 

had  a  little  teflimony  among  them.  I  was  quite 
flmt  UP  >  }  et  after  meeting  broke  up  I  endea- 
\oured  to  imprefs  them  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
uttei  ufelefhiefs  of  all  preaching,  however  much 
it  may  waim  and  move  upon  the  paffions,  ex- 
cept  that  which  is  from  a  real  fpring  of  divine 
life  in  the  fpeakcr.  Ihird  day,  26th,  went  to 
Wayne-Oak,  and  Fifth  day,  28th,  I  attended 
Curies  meeting.  It  feemed  almoft  without  light 
or  Jife  until  the  latter  part,  when  a  gleam  of 
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true  light  appeared ;  by  keeping  to  which, 
though  in  great  weaknefs,  viftory  was  obtained, 
and  the  meeting  ended  to  comfort  and  rejoicing: 
though  we  found  it  for  a  long  time  almoft 
impoffible  to  fing  a  fong  of  Sion  in  a  land  where? 
the  harp  was  hung  on  the  willow ;  for  it  \yas 
truly  mournful  to  fee  the  6  city  fit  folitary  that 
£  was  full  of  people.’  *  Truth  had  once  prof- 
pered  here,  but  now  the  pofterity  of  faithfitj 
friends  were  nearly  all  carried  away  captive ; 
but  a  little  gleam  of  hope  arofe  in  my  minq 
that  there  would  be  a  revival  in  this  place. 


•  ■  1  •  n 

My  way  opening  with  more  clearnefs,  I  got 
along  with  much  fatisfa&ion  and  fulnefs  of 
divine  joy,  having  divers  large  and  blelfed 
meetings :  one  at  a  friend’s  houfe  a  few  miles 
from  Peterfburgh,  over  James  River,  one  at 
Gravelly-Run,  one  at  Burleigh,  and  another 
at  Seacock.  After  that  at  Burleigh,  we  had  a 
good,  watering  time  in  the  evening,  at  a  friend’s 
.houfe,  among  black  people  and  fome  others, 
befides  a  few  friends.  Truth  reigned  over  all 
in  this  blefled  meeting;  the  poor  negroes 
bleffing  God  in  accents  befpeaking  heart-felt 
reverence,  and  deep  thankfulnefs  of  foul,  for 
this  favoured  feafon  ;  one  of  them  in  particular, 
faying,  *  O  may  I  ever  blefs  and  praife  my 

*  great  God,  for  the  great  good  he  has  this 

*  evening  done  my  foul!  for  the  fweet,  pre- 

*  cious  love  that  I  have  felt.  I  never  felt  fuch 
‘  heavenly  love  before :  blefled  for  ever  be  the 
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great  God!5  My  heart  was  much  affefted 
at  the  feeling  fenfibility,  which  this,  and  fevera] 
more  of  the  poor  blacks^  di /covered,  in  their 
way  of  returning  thanks  to  God,  both  in  the 
evening,  and  again  next  morning  :  for  the? 
feemed  fuil  of  fongs  of  praife,  even  in  the 
morning,  foi  the  evening’s  precious  favour. 
May  the  Loid  Almighty  hold  them  in  his  hand 
for  evei ,  and  may  my  loul  never  forget  the 
defcendings  of  heavenly  rain  upon  and  among 
us  at  that  comfortable  feafon  :  for  which  his 
holy  name  be  praifed  for  ever.  Amen!  And 
I  am  renewed ly  confirmed,  that  there  is  a  real 
work  of  divine  power  among  many  in  this  land, 
both  white  and  black  ;  though  yet  much  urn 
fettled.  May  they  be  brought  to  witncfs  a 
greater  degree  of  clearnefs  and  .efiabiifhment 
in  the  everlafting  truth ! 

After  thefe  we  had  meetings  at  Black- Water, 
Stanton’s,  Vick’s,  Black-Creek,  Johnfon’s, 
and  Somerton.  In  the  two  firfl;  of  thefe  I 
was  filent,  but  believe  they  were  all  times  of 
renewing  of  ftrength  to  fome  who  attended 
them.  I  he  do^rines  of  the  gofpel  were  liv* 
ingly  proclaimed  in  the  authority  of  truth,  dear 
John  Lloyd’s  wTay  being  opened.  Next  we 
had  a  glorious  meeting  at  the  Weftcrn  branch, - 
the  9th  of  the  Sixth  month,  wherein  there 
feemed  to  be  no  lack  of  opennefs,  power,  and 
utterance.  Many  were  deeply  affected,  bowed, 
and  tendered,  bleffed  be  the  Lord  for  ever ! 
The  10th,  we  had  two  dull  meetings  at  Bennet’s 
creek,  John  Lloyd  in  the  firfl,  and  I  in  the  laft, 
got  fome  relief,  through  a  little  honeft  labour  in 

great 
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great  weaknefs  apiong  them.  Fifth  day,  iith, 
we  had  a  ftrengthening  and  refrefhing  meet-  , 
ing  at  the  widow  Bufkin’s,  where  a  meeting  is 
held  once  a  month.  I  had  a  good  open  time ; 
the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  were  largely  opened, 
with  ftrength  and  clearnefs,  to  the  tendering 
of  many  minds. 

Sixth, Seventh,  andFirft  days,  we  had  meetings 
at  Norfolk,  Portfmouth,  and  Suffolk  ;  places 
where  no  friends  live,  except  one  fmall  family, 
and  a  young  man  in  Suffolk.  The  firft  and  laft  of 
tnefe  meetings  were  held  at  the  court-houfes  ; 
that  at  Portfmouth  in  an  upper  room  in  the 
market-houfe.  The  people,  at  Norfolk,  be¬ 
haved  undevoutly  at  meeting,  kept  running 
out,  talking,  whifpering,  laughing,  gazing  about, 
&c.  I  reproved  them  for  their  incivility,  telling 
them,  that  the  molt  mournful  confideration  of 
my  mind  refpecting  their  behaviour,  was  the 
great  inexperience  of  the  realities  of  religion, 
and  the  great  unacquaintance  with  the  nature 
and  importance  of  divine  worfliip,  which  their 
conduct  had  forrowfully  manifefted ;  and  fo 
enlarging  a  little  upon  the  fubjeft  of  wor- 
fcip  ;  that  God,  even  a  prefent  God ,  is  the 
objeft  thereof,  and  not  any  man  ;  and  that  God, 
to  be  worfliipped  aright,  mult  be  felt  after, 
known  and  reverenced ;  with  a  little  more  on 
fome  other  lubjefts.  We  left  them  with  heavy 
hearts,  finding  very  little  open  door  of  utter¬ 
ance,  becaufe  there  was  fcarce  any  door  of 
entrance  into  their  hearts,  except  in  a  few ; 
and  yet  I  had  a  fecret  hope,  and  fome  belief., 

that 
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that  that  day’s  work  would  not  be  altogether 
■  in  vain. 

I  ^  '  " 

The  meetings  at  Portfmouth  and  Suffolk 
Were  heavenly  watering  feafons,  wherein  truth 
reigned  over  all.  Many  minds  were  much 
reached  and  tendered,  and  a  general  folemnity 
was  very  prevalent.  The  Lord  has  a  vifited 
feed  in  this  land  up  and  down  in  many  places. 
O  that  they  may  come  to  know  a  greater 
liability  and  fettlement.  After  the  meeting 
at  Suffolk,  on  Firft  day,  we  had  a  parting 
opportunity  with  many  friends,  who  attended 
from  different  parts  of  the  country  around. 
This  was  a  moll  melting  and  reviving  feafon. 
The  everlafling  arm  wa,s  marvelloufly  magnified 
and  made  bare  ;  the  holy  name  was  livingly 
exalted  and  praifed ;  the  fouls  of  the  mourners 
were  eminently  comforted  ;  and  the  lukewarm 
powerfully  warned :  bleffed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord  for  ever  and  ever,  for  his  goodnefs  to 
my  poor  foul  at  this  precious  feafon  !  May  I 
never  forget  that  fulnefs  of  divine  light  and 
life,  that  overflowing  cup  of  fweetnefs  and 
confolation,  wherewith  he  enriched  my  mind 
in  that  ever  memorable  day. 

.  v  '  •»  '*  1  i  ^  f  '  ,  .  1, 

*  - 

After  this  heavenly  banquet,  I  parted  with 
my  dear  friend  John  Lloyd  (who  had  for 
fcveral  weeks  been  agreeably  my  companion), 
and  with  the  reft  of  my  friends  of  Virginia 
now  prefent,  and  fet  out  for  North-Carolina, 
accompanied  by  Robert  Jordan  and  wife, 
where  I  arrived  next  day  at  the  houfe  of  our 
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kind  friend  Thomas  Newby.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  fix  following  days,  I  had  or  was  at  eight 
meetings  in  Perquimons  and  Pafquotank  coun¬ 
ties,  at  Friends  meeting-houfes,  as  follows,  viz. 
Third  day,  16  th  of  the  month,  at  that  called 
Wells’s  meeting-houfe  ;  F ourth  day,  Old  IN  eck, 
and  in  the  afternoon  at  Sutton’s  Creek.  Fiftn 
day,  at  Little  River.  Sixth  day,  at  New-begun 
Creek,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Narrows 
of  Pafquotank.  Seventh  day,  monthly  meeting 
at  Simmons’s  Creek;  and  '  F.irft  day,  at -the 
Pineyk Woods.  Thefe  were  all  favoured  open 
feafons,  except  that  at  Sutton’s  Creek,  -.and 
that  at  the  . Narrows ;  in  both  which  I  was 
quite  fimt  -  up,  fave  in  that  at  the  Narrows  1 
did  exprefs  a  few  words  at  the  breaking,  up  of 
-the  meeting,  .refpefting  the  nature  of  gofpel 
miniftry  ;  as  that  it  never  was  in  man’s  power, 
merely  as  man,  to  preach  the  gofpel,*  &C 
•Oh !  how  I  then  mourned,  and  pit  eg  have 
-mourned,  to  fee  the  eager  expectations  -of  qhe 
people  fo  widely  mifpiaced,  >on  the  creature 
inflead  of  the  Creator ;  and  this  is  undeniably 
•the  cafe  with  all  who  expeft  man  to  preach  to 
them  without  divine  afiiftance  :  for  man  is  but 
the  creature,  and  unlefs  immediately  filled  and 
•qualified  with  Divine  light,  life,  and  power,  is 
as  deftitute  of  any  ability  livingly  and.prcmtably 
to  preach  that  gofpel  which  is  the  real  power 
of  God  unto  falvation,  as  he  is  of  power  to 
caufe  the  outward  rain  to  defeend  from  heaven, 

N  V  1  > 
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In  feveral  of  the  foregoing  meetings,  truth 
'eminently  favoured  us  together,  the  gofpel 
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was  preached  in  the  life  and  authority  there-* 
oi?  many  minds  were  ftrengthened  and  en¬ 
couraged,  and  the  great  name  was  magnified 
ana  pi  .aided.  After  this  I  went  to  Richfquare, 
and,  on  Fourth  day,  the  24th,  was  at  their 
meeting  there,  where  truth  opened  the  way 
v/ith  ii rength  and  clearnefs,  to  edification  and 
rejoicing.  Next  day  went  to  Jack  Swamp, 
and  being  joined  by  my  dear  friend  James  Ladd, 
from  Wayne-Oak  in  Virginia,  who  came  with 
a  certificate  to  accompany  me  a  while  in  this 
journey,  we  had  a  meeting  on  Sixth  day  at 
treat  -place  :  it  was  an  open  good  time,  truth 
was  freely  declared,  and  many  minds  reached 
and  tendered.  Seventh  day,  27th,  we  had  a 
bieflfed  meeting  at  Halifax,  a  fraall  town  where 
there  are  none  of  our  fociety.  ;  The  gofpel 
power  was  eminently  felt,  and,  in  the  evidence 
and  demonflration  thereof,  the  free  grace  of 
God  to  all  men,  the  necefiky  of  working  out 
our  own  falvation  through  the  affiftance  there¬ 
of,  and  feveral  other  important  gofpel-truths,. 
were  livingly  and  largely  opened.  Next  day 
we  had  a  meeting  at  Stoney-Creek,  or  Tar- 
River,  as  it  is  fometimes  called.  From  thence 
we  rode  to  Contentney,  and,  1  ft  of  Seventh 
month,  attended  the  Preparative  meeting  of 
Friends  there:  a  dull  time  it  was,  and  but 
Jittle  opennefs  for  gofpel  communication.  After 
meeting,  and  the  two  next  days,  we  rode  to  a 
place  called  Core-Sound  ;  and,  on  Seventh  day, 
attended,  a  Monthly  meeting  there :  it  was  a 
low  time,  yet  way  opened  for  truth’s  teftimony 
to  be  ip  fame  degree  exalted.  Next  day  we 

were 
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Were  at  their  felecl,  and  publick  meetings :  the 
publick  meeting  was  eminently  overfhadowed 
with  Divine  favour,  and  made  to  be  a  time  of 
bleffed  visitation  to  many  fouls :  praifed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord  ! 

,  * 

Second  day,  6th,  we  had  an  cxercifmg  meet¬ 
ing  at  Clubfoot-Creek,  where  was  fome  open- 
nefs,  fo  that  confiderable  labour  was  bellowed, 
but  not  to  much  relief  or  fatisfaftion  of  our* 
minds:  which  was  pretty  much  the  cafe  next 
day  alfo,  at  a  meeting  we  had  at1  Newbern. 
In  this  town  there  are  no  friends,  and  the 
people’s  minds  were  fo  very  light  and  unflayed, 
that  it  was  painful  to  behold  the  airinefs  and 
irreverence  which  prevailed  in  too  many.  They 
got  a  gentle  reproof,  and  we  left  them  in 
Sorrow  as  to  our  own  minds,  though  but  little 
or  no  true  forrow  appeared  in  them.  ' 

W  *  ff.  y  X  f  ,  .  ■  ,  . 

Fourth  day,  8th,  we  had  a  very  heavenly 
meeting  at  Friends  meeting-place  on  Trent ; 
and  another,  next  day,  about  twenty  miles  fur¬ 
ther  up  the  river  Trent,  at  a  place  where  a 
meeting  was  lately  fettled.  Friends  appeared 
pretty  well  engaged  at  thefe  two  places,  and  I 
hope  an  increafe  will  be  witnefled  among  them. 
Seventh  day,  nth,  we  attended  the  Monthly 
meeting  at  Contentney :  a  trying  time  it  was 
to  my  mind ;  but  way  opened,  after  long 
fuffering  in  filence,  to  clear  myfelf  in  fome 
good  degree.  Next  day  we  were  at  the  Firfl 
day  meeting  at  the  fame  place,  filent.  Third, 
Fourth,  and'  Fifth  days,  we  were  at  meetings 
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at  Neus,  Bear-Creek  and  Turner’s  Swamp: 
all  trying  times.  In  the  firft,  the  weight  I  felt 
fecmed  almoft  infupportable,  but  at  length  way 
opened,  and  an  extraordinary  time  we  had : 
divers  ftates  were  remarkably  opened  and 
ipoken  to,  in  truth’s  fearching  authority,  and 
yet  with  that  fympathetick  perfuafive  energy, 
tnat  it  made  way  into  almoft  every  heart.  It 
Was  a  tendering  time  ;  but,  alas  !  the  next  day 
was  a  time  of  difficulty,  as  well  as  diflrefs,  and 
no  way  opened  to  get  much  relief  by  commu¬ 
nication  ;  though  I  could  not  well  avoid  drop¬ 
ping  fome  -clofe  expreffions  or  alarming  hints ; 
but  I  law  little  or  no  profpeft  of  much  advan¬ 
tage  from  them,  to  thofe  to  whom  they  be- 
longed :  they  feemed  like  thofe  who  had  ears 
to  hear,  but  heard  not,  or  as  if  they  had  ffiut 
their  ears,  and  hardened  their  hearts. — I  felt 
for  them  with  a  heart  full  of  borrow.  The  la  ft 
meeting  was  more  comfortable,  though  I  was 
quite  {hut  up.  My  dear  friend  James  Ladd 
bore  a  lively  well-adapted  teftimony,  in  which 
l  rejoiced,  and  found  relief  of  mind. 


Sixth  day,  I  refted  at  my  friend  Benjamin 
Arnold’s,  being  unwell.  He  and  his  wife  were 
very  kind,  both  being  well-engaged  friends  ; 
the  fruits  of  whofe  godly  parental  care  and 
authority  very  plainly  and  agreeably  appeared 
in  the  behaviour  and  appearance  of  their  well- 
ordered  offspring.  Oh,  much  lies  at  parents 
doors  !  Much  may  they  do,  through  Divine  aid, 
for  their  children’s  good,  by  proper  conftant 
care,  watchfulnefs,  advice,  reproof,  reftraint, 
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corre&ion,  and  commands ;  all  in  troth’s  au¬ 
thority,  as  occafion  requires :  and  that  not 
generally  fo  much  in  the  auherity  and  rigour 
of  compulfory  difcipline,  as  in  the  meeknefs 
and  authority  of  the  Lamb  ;  which  feldom  fails 
to  reach  the  witnefs  in  their  minds,  and 
more  or  lefs  to  bring  them  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  truth.  O  that  many,  very  many  pa¬ 
rents,  now  too  much  at  eafe^  may  be  aroufed 
to  a  due  confideration  of  the  truft  repofed  in 
them,  and  fee  to  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  to 
the  precious  fouls  under  their  care.  Oh,  fee 
to  it  Parents,  I  befeech  you,  for  your  own  and 
their  precious  fouls  fakes!  See  to  it  in  feafon, 
and  unremittingly.  Great  is  the  care  that  is 
neceifary,  conftant  the  watch  that  ought  to  be 
maintained.  Thefe  remarks  arofe  not  wholly 
from  the  agreeable  profpefls  I  had  in  and  of 
this  family ;  but  have  been  on  my  mind  for 
fome  time,  under  a  deep  and  painful  fenfe  of 
deficiency  of  care  among  parents  very  gene¬ 
rally.  However,  I  rejoice  in  believing!,  that 
notwithftanding  the  fo  general  negleft,  there 
are  many  deeply  exercifed  parents,  who  en¬ 
deavour  honeftly  to  difcharge  their  duty  in  the 
fight  of  God  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  they 
will  have  a  rich  reward,  and  many  of  the  dear 
youth  will  be  greatly  benefited  thereby.  That 
thefe  may  be  encouraged,  and  their  number 
greatly  iricreafed,  is  the  fervent  wiflx  and 
prayer  of  my  foul ! 

Seventh  day,  1 8th,  we  were  at  the  Seleffc 
Quarterly  meeting  at  Ccmteatney  y  next  day  at 
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the  meeting  there;  and  were  fhut  up  in  ftlencc 
in  botii,  except  a  few  words  in  great  depreilxoii 
iii  the  iciest  meeting.  On  Second  day  came  on 
the  bufinefe  of  the  Quarterly  meeting.  We 
were  dill  fhut  up  in  filence,  until  near  the  clofe 
of  the  bufinefs,  when  my  way  unexpectedly 
opened.*  in  a  great  degree,  to  clear  my  mind 
among  them.  1  hough  I  had  an  opening  in  the 
beginning  of  this  ‘fitting,  and  flood  up  in  the. 
opening,  expecting  to  have  had  utterance  there¬ 
in  ;  yet  as  I  carefully  attended  to  the  fpring 
and  wrord  of  life,  I. found  the  brightnefs  of  the 
opening  gradually  faded,  until  all  was  gone : 
fo  I  fat  down  without  uttering  a  word,  after 
having  flood  as  a  gazing  flock  among  them, 
perhaps  feveral  minutes.  I  truft  forne  real 
benefit  refulted  therefrom,  to  iome  who  were 
too  near  always  ready ,  as  well  as  to  my  own 
foul,  in  keeping  me  fubjeftedly  given  up  to  fol¬ 
low  faithfully,  however  greatly  in  the  crofs,  the 
motions  openings  and  {huttings,  of  life.  After 
this  \«  fet  out  for  Kno,  it  being  two  days  ride, 
be iides  what  we  rode  this  afternoon. 

.  Fifth  day,  23d,  we  had  a  good  open  meeting 
there,  and  another  on  Seventh  day  at  Spring 
meeting :  this  was  painfully  exercifing,  under 
a  fenfe  of  backfliding  in  too  many ;  but  truth 
at  laft  reigned  over  all,  to  the  melting  of  many 
hearts.  Next  day  at  Cane-Creek  :  here  again 
we  were  filled  with  mourning  and  heayinefs, 
under  a  fenfe  of  unfaithfulness,  and  confequent 
dwarfdlineis ;  but,  after  long  filence,  divine 
wildom  opened  the  way,  juft  as  I  was  thinking 
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it  near  time  to  conclude  the  meeting;  and,  in  a 
clofe,  fhort,  lively  manner,  we'  were  enabled 
to  place  the  burthen  of  our  exercife  where  it 
belonged,  and  fo  came  away  rejoicing  in 
God.  On  the  four  following  days,  we  had 
four  bleited  meetings  at  Rocky-River,  Nathan 
Dixon’s,  Piney-Grove,  and  Holly-Spring.  Truth 
triumphed  in  thefe  meetings,  its  doctrines 
flowed  like  oil,  the  univerfality  and  entire 
fufficiency  of  God’s  grace  for  the  falvation  of 
all,  if  attended  to,  was  opened  and  declared 
with  divine  authority,  and  many  minds  im- 
preffed  therewith.  O  my  God!,  thou  haft 
given  me  to  fee  the  wonders  of  thy  ways,  in 
degree,  and  the  ftrfcngth  ,of  thine  arm  ;  thou 
halt  led  me  through  the  deeps,  haft  bowed  my 
foul  in  the  deepeft  proltration,  ftripped  me 
and  emptied  me  of  all  things ;  and  then  mar¬ 
vellously;  difplayed,  both  thy  wifdom,  thy 
goodnefs,  and  thy  power !  In  lifting  me  up 
again  from  the  duft,  thou  haft  given  me  in¬ 
deed,  c  beauty  for  afties,  the  oil  of  joy  for 
5  mourning,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for 
c  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs  !’*  Thou  art  my  God, 
and  through  thy  aid  1  will  ferve  thee,  for  ever. 
Be  thou  with  me ;  go  before  me,  and  I  will 
follow  thee  ;  for  in  thy  prefence  there  is  life, 
at  thy  right  hand  a  river  of  pleafure :  there¬ 
fore  to  whom  could  I  wifh  to  go,  feeing  I 
•know,  to  my  inexprefiible  confolation, ;  tlplt 
thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life?  -Thou 
haft  gracioufly  redeemed  my  foul,  and  deli- 
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vered  me  as  it  were  from  the  den  of  Hons.  To 
thee,  and  to  thy  fervice,  1  therefore  once  more 
dedicate  the  remainder  of  my  days.  Draw  me, 
and. I  will  run  after  thee-;  command  me,  and 
I  will  OL-ey.  T  fear  to  offend  tliee,  for  thou 
haft  fhewn  me  thy  purity ;  I  adore  thee,  for 
thou  halt  wrought  wonders  for  my  foul  ;  I 
love  thee,  for  thou  art  my  life.  Hold  me  fail, 
O  Lord,  for  ever;  keep  my  heart  clean  by  the 
word  of  thy  pow'er ;  and  never.  Oh  never,  1 
pray  thee,  fuffer  my  foot  to  Aide,  Continue 
to  fill  me  with  the  joy  of  thy  falvation,  f:\ice 
thou  haft  fo  continually  fhewn  it  unto  me. 
Take  not  thy  holy  Spirit  from  me  ;  guide  mg 
by  the  right  hand  of  thy  power ;  continue  tb 
my  foul,  the  quickening  efficacy  of  the  live 
coal  from  thine  altar.  Then  will  I,  at  ;thy 
bidding,  teach  tranfgrcffbrs  thy  way;  and  iiiV-*  * 
ners,  through  the  operation  of  thy*  baptizing 
fpirit,  fha!l  be  converted  to  thee.  Even  fo,  Q 
Lord,  haften  thou  thy  great  work  in  the  earth; 
draw  thoufands  by  the  cords  of  thy  love,  and 
tens  of  thoufands  by  a  clear  difeovery  of,  and 
a  living  defire  after,  a  full  eftabliffiment  in,  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  ;  till  the  nations  come  to 
ferve  thee,  and  the  kingdoms  of  the  eauth  to 
bow  before  thy  throne  ;  till  righteoufnefs  cover 
the  earth  as  waters  do  the  Tea  ;  and  light  and 
life  reign  triumphant  over  death  and  darkriefi^ 
for  ever.  Amen !  *  :  -  •  > 


Seventh  day,  ift  of  Eighth  month,  we  at¬ 
tended  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Cane  Creek, 
and  next  day  the  publick  *Firft  day  meeting 
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there,  and  their  feleft  meeting :  all  thefe  weie 
times  of  favour  and  Divine  opennefs.  Ihe  five 
following  days,  we  had  meetings  at  Sandy 
Creek-,  Providence,  Center,  Back-Creek,  and 
Marlborough.  The  firft  was  a  dull  meeting  until 
near  the  clofe,  when  life  broke  through  all 
oppofition,  fo  that  the  meeting  ended  to  fohd 
'fatisfa&ion  ;  the  next  meeting  was  alfo  dull ; 
the  three  laid  were  open  favoured  times  of 
refrefliment  to  many.  After  thefe  meetings 
we  attended,  on  Seventh  day,  the  8th  of  the 
Eighth  month,  the  feleft  Quarterly  meeting  at 
Center ;  and  an  open  infiruftive  feafon  it  was, 
as  was  the  large  publick  meeting  on  Firft  day  : 
truth’s  doftrines  flowed  like  oil,  and  things 
were  opened  in  Divine  authority  in  both  meet« 
ings,  I  trufl:  fuitably  to  the  flare  of  each* 
Next  day  the  publick  meeting  was  very  large, 
{till  and  folemn,  and  truth  favoured  our  fouls 
with  a  baptizing  and  refrefliing  time  together,, 
On  Third  day,  i  ith,  we  had  a  good  meeting,, 
open  and  powerfully  tendering  to*  the  minds 
of  the  people  in  general,  at  the  widow  Hoover’s, 
a  member  of  our  fociety  :  truth  reigned  power¬ 
fully  over  all,  bleffed  be  the  holy  name  of  the 
Lord  for  ever  ! 

On  Fifth  day,  13th,  we  had  a  meeting  at 
Chatham  court-houfe  ;  but  it  being  court-time, 
we  could  not  get  to  the  court-houfe  until  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ; 
by  which  time  too  many  of  the  people  appeared 
to  be  fo  affefted  with  firong  drink,  as  to  leave 
little  room  in  their  minds  to  be  ferioufly  afle&ed 
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With  any  tiling;  Of  a  religious  nature:  fo'that 
we  had  a_  painful  dull  time  among  them. 
However,  feme  were  attentive,  and  drove  to 
quiet  the  red; ;  and  way  did  open,  after  a  clofe 

,C>f,C':c’  .rn'.  a  iltt!e  communication,  to  -fome 
ioxid  lansractiqn  ;  but  our  caufe  for  nipurnimi 
over  .them,  feemedmuch  greater  than  our  caufe 
for  joy.  Firil  day,  i6th,  we  had  a  dull  dif- 
tremng  meeting  at  a  friend’s  houfe  between 
.Chatham  and  Peedee,  and  we  were  Ihut  up  in 
iilence.  Next  day,  the  Second  of  the  week, 
and  17th  of  the  month,  we  had'  a  heavenly 
.open  meeting  at  Peedee:  bleffed  be  the  Lord 
who  helped  us !  On  Fifth  day,  20th,  we  had  a 
.very  final!,  yet  precious  meeting  at  Camden, 
oouth-Caroiina,  where  no  member  of  our 
fociety  liveth,  except  one  very  ancient  woman  ; 
though  once  there  was  a  lettled  meeting  of 
-1  ticiius  there.  I  ms  was  a  watering  time  to  a 
rev.  linceie  hearted,  whom  my  foul  loved  ;  and 
an  awakening,  and  in  fome  degree  convincing 
time,  to  fome  wlio  were  too  much  hardened  in 
itii,  and  unacquainted  with  that  light  and  power 
which  is  the  authority  of  our  meetings  and 
inminn .  11ns  they  now  felt,  fo  that  divers 
Were  conil  rained  to  acknowledge,  and  bear 
teftimony  thereto,  in  their  convcrfation  with 
one  another.  And  I  am,  on  this  oceaiion,  re- 
newedly  confirmed  in  a  ientiment  I  have  long 
been  fettled  in  :  that  is,  that  there  never  was, 
and  never  will  be,  but  one  true  religion  in  the 
world  ;  to  wit,  ‘  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
1  in  the  fouls  of  mankind;’  that  fome  of  all 
denominations  have  lomething  of  this  true 
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'religion,  even  though  fome  of  them,”  through 
the  prejudice  of  education,  may  difallow  it  in 
profeffion  ;  and  that  no  man  has  any  real  ren- 
.gion,  but  what  he  comes  to  the  knowledge  and 
experience  of,  through  the  alone  influence  oi 
this  holy  Spirit  of  God.  This  it  is  that  begins 
and  carries  on  the  work ;  this  it  is,  that,  by 
its  own  divine  influence  operating  in  the  minds 
of  mankind,  reveals  Chrift  in  them,  the  hope 
of  glory ;  or  fo  operates  from  time  to  time,  on 
reading  the  Scriptures,  or  other  good  books, 
on  hearing  the  gofpel  preached,  on  meditating 
on  the  works  of  creation  and  Providence,  on 
.God’s  judgments  in  the  earth,  or  his  dealings 
with  themfelves  as  individvals ;  or  whatever 
other  occafion,  circumflance,  or  thing,  is  ever 
made  a  mean  of  convi&ion  or  converfion  ;  the 
Holy  Spirit  fo  operates,  I  fay,  in  all  thefe  cafes* 
as  to  produce  the  happy  eflfeft :  and  without 
the  inward  operation  thereof,  all  thefe  other 
opportunities  and  things  would  be  utterly  in 
vain,  as  to  falvation,  and  never  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  leaft  degree  of  true  religion,  or  fane- 
tificatioii  in  the  foul.  So  that,  though  there 
are  many  opinions,  many  creeds,  profeffions,, 
and  denominations,  and  fome  truly  religious 
perfons  in  them  all;  yet  there  island  can  be 
but  one  true  religion  ;  all  true  religion  is  of 
one  kind ;  all  fprings  from  one  fonree.  And, 
bleiled  and  adored  for  ever  be  the  Lord,  hi 


order  that  all  men  may,  if  they  will,  be  bene¬ 
fited  experimentally  by  this  one  true  religion, 
ranifeuation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to 
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4  every  man*  to  profit  withal/*  He  that  rightly 
profits,  thereby^  and  continues  fo  to  do^wili 
live  in  the^  exercife*  of  -  the  ;©ne  true  faith,  will 
witnefs  the  one  true:  Ghriftian  baptifm,  will 
know  and  obey  the  one  living  Lord,  will,  by 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  in  word  and  deed,  acknowledge 
and  call  him  Lord,  and  fo  will  be  faved  with 
an  everMing  falvation.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  feeing  a  meafure  of  the  holy  Spirit  is 
given  to  every  man  ;  feeing  the  grace  of  God 
that  brings  falvation  hath  appeared  unto  all 
men  ;  feeing  the  light  and  life  of  the  holy  word, 
•Which  in  the  beginning  was  with  God,  and 
was  God,  hath  enlightened  every  man  that 
eonieth  into  the  world ;  and  feeing,  moreover, 
Chrift  Jefus  has  tailed  death  for  every  man  ; 
how  fhall  we  efcape  if  we  negleft  and  rejeft  fo 
great  falvation  ?  How  great  mull  be  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  every  foul,  thus  highly  favoured, 
which  yet  Hands  out  and  rejefts  the  drivings 
of  the  Spirit,  the  teachings  of  grace,  the  Haiti- 
ings  and  conviftions  of  this  divine  light !  Now 
this  light,  grace,  and  Spirit  of  God*  is  all  one 
thing,  under  different  appellations.  It  is  called  ' 
Spirit,  becaufe  it  is  quick,  lively,  and  operative, 
and  quickens  the  foul  to  a  fenfibility  of  its 
Hate  and  condition  ;  it  is  called  grace,  becaufe 
it  is  the  free  unmerited  gift  of  God  ;  and  is 
called  light,  becaufe  it  makes  manifelt ;  as 
c  whatfoever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light, ’f 
fay  the  Scriptures.  And  as  this  grace  or 
light  is  attended  to,  it  will  bring  the  foul  mto 

*  1  Cor,  xfi,  7*  f  Eph,  v,  13, 
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a  {late  of  grace  and  favour  with  God.  Well;, 
therefore,,  might  the  apoftle,  with  holy  reve¬ 
rence,  break  forth  in  thefe  expreffions,  6  I  hanks 
*  be  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift.’*  And 
all  who  obey  the  light  will  be  brought  out  of 
.darknefs  into  God’s  marvellous  light;  for 
though  the  hearts  of  fallen  men  are  grofsly 
darkened ;  yet  the  light  fhineth  in  their  dark 
hearts,  and,  though  the  darkaefs  comprehend  it 
not,  if  it  is  taken  heed  to,  will  fliine  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfeft  day;  even  until  the  whole 
body  be  full  of  light.  But  thofe  who  rebel 
againft  the  light,  will  grow  darker  and  darker,, 
until  they  know  not  the  way  thereof,  nor  un¬ 
derhand  the  paths  thereof;  and  become  vain 
-in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolilh  hearts 
^become  wholly  darkened  ;  having  loved  dark- 
nefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe  their  deeds  were 
*evil*. 

After  the  meeting  broke  up  at  Camden,  be¬ 
fore  we  went  away,  we  felt  fuch  an  evident 
flop  in  our  minds  as  to  purfuing  our  journey, 
-and  fuch  defires  to  have  another  meeting  at 
-Camden,  that  we. found  peace  in  fubmitting 
'to  it ;  and  in  order  to  procure  the  company  of 
ahe  bufy  inhabitants  of  the  place,  we  concluded 
no  hay  until  Eirft  day,  and  gave  notice  accord¬ 
ingly.  Then  riding  to  our  friend  the  widow 
Engliih’s,  -we  relied  there  the  next  day  ;  .and 
-the  day  following,  .that  is  Seventh  day,  had  an 
,open  precious  meeting  at  a  Baptift  meeting- 

*  2  Cor,  ix*  ic*  . 
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flmfe  f}  Swift- Greek,  among  Baptifts  and 
Methodius,  the  Lord  opening  their  hearts  to 
receive  our  teftimony.  rIhe  dofirines  of  truth 
avore  divingly  declared,  rnoft  prefent  were 
r  cached  and  tendered,  and  our  fouls  relieved  i 
bit  fled,  be  the  name  of  our  God,  who  was 
eminently  prefent ! 

X{  U  '•>’  /  •  :  .  •  ■*  r  y  t  '■  ■  ■ 

Next  day,  we  attended  the  meeting  we  had 
appointed  at  Camden  ;  a  pretty  many  of  the 
inhabitants  were  prefent  ;  and  though  it  appears 
.that  tnere  are  not  many  religious  perfons  in 
hie  town,  yet  it  was  a  day  of  precious  vifitatioa 
-to  many  of  their  fouls,  a  day  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  1  ruth’s  doctrines  were  largely  and  with 
demonffration  opened  and  declared,  making 
much  imprcfiion  on  many  minds*  Oh,  the 
•precioufnefs  of  truth,  the  fufficiency  of  its  aid, 
und  never-failing  vi&ory  when  abode  in  !  Lie 
low,  O  my  foul,  for  ever ;  truft  in  the  Lord  ; 
rely  wholly  on  him;  be  nothing  without  him; 
all  things  in  him.  Be  faithful  to  him,  and  thou 
fhalt  never  be  confounded.  He  is  a  llrong 
rock,  an  impregnable  fortrefs,  a  fword,  a 
fhield,  yea,  ail  things  necefiary  to  thofe  who 
faithfully  trull  in  him  ;  who  abide  in  the  faith 
and  patience  of  the  faints.  He  has  loved  me 
freely,  wrought  wonders  for  my  foul,  made 
bare  his  arm  for  my  deliverance,  forgiven  mine 
offences,  and  carried  me  through  manifold 
trials,  confii&s,  and  afflictions  ;  and  is  now 
leading  me  about;  inflru&ing  me,  reducing  me 
again  and  again  to  the  lols  of  all  things,  and 
filling  my  foul  with  the  fat  things,  the  rich 
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dainties  of  his  own  houfe  ;  and  putting  into 
ray  heart  an d  mouth  the  fongs  of  praiie,  and 
hallelujahs !  Lord,  the  defire,  of  my  foul  is 
unto  thee.  Oh,  be  thou  pleafed  to  exercife 
thy  rod  and  thy  flaff,  yea,  all  thy  good  plea- 
fure  in  me,  until  all  withm  me  bows  to  thy 
righteous  fceptre,  and  every  motion  of  my 
mind  and  of  my  body  is  in  conformity  to  thy 
holy  will  m a.ni fdted  in  me.  Therefore  go  on, 
O  my  moil  merciful  God,  if  it  be  thy  holy 
will,  not  letting  thine  eye  pity,  nor  thy  hand 
fpare,  until  thou  haft  thoroughly  cleanfed  the 
floor  of  my  heart ;  until  the  precious  feed  be 
gathered  into  thy  garner  ;  until  the  chaff  be 
burnt  up  by  the  baptifmal  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  and  fire ;  and  finally,  until  my  foul 
becomes  a  fit  temple  for  thy  holy  prefence, 
unrivalled  and  uninterrupted,  to  dwell  in. 
Make  me  a  pillar  in  thy  holy  temple,  that  lhall 
go  no  more  out  for  ever ;  but,  abiding  there¬ 
in,  be  engaged,  in  the  depth  of  humility  and 
profound  reverence,  to  return  all  the  praife  to 
thee,  who,  with  thy  Son  the  Lamb,  through 
jhe  Eternal  Spirit,  art  worthy  of  all  honour, 
adoration,  and  glory,  world  without  end- 
Amen ! 

We  lodged  again  after  this  meeting,  at  our 
Laid  friend  the  widow  Eng  fifths ;  and  next  day, 
the  .24th,  took  cur  journey  for  Charleftoh, 
where  we  arrived  the  26th  of  Eighth  month, 
it  being  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  ;  and 
on  Sixth  day,  the  28th,  we  had  a  good  little 
meeting  at  Friends  meetmgdioufe,  with  the 
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fe\y  friends  in  the  city,  and  a  few  others  that 
came  in,  and  were  tender.  Next  day  we  had 
a  large  meeting  at  the  Methodids  meetin'j- 
houfe ;  many  Methodids,  fome  Baptids,  an°d 
others  attending;  but  it  was  rather  a  dull 
time,  and,  not  feeling  our  minds  clear,  we 
concluded  to  have  another  meeting  there  on 
Bird  day  afternoon.  In  the  forenoon  on  Fird 
day,  we  had  a  bleded  open  time  at  Friends 
meeting- houfe-;  and  in  the  afternoon  another 
large  crowded  meeting  at  the  Methodid  meet- 
ing-houfe,  confiding  of  a  mixed  and  very  un~ 
fettled  multitude.  We  found  a  preding  engage¬ 
ment  to  declare  the  truth  among  them ;  but 
found  them  fo  outward  in  their  minds,  and  fo 
undayed,  that  we  got  very  little  entrance  in 
their  minds  in  general,  or  relief  to  our  own 
though  I  believe  the  Methodids  were  modly 
q-uiet,  and  fome  of  them,  with  a  few  others,, 
were  reached  and  tendered. 

Second  day,  3 id,  we  left  the  city  with 
heavy  hearts,  after  a  folid  opportunity  with 
friends.  This  day  and  next  we  rode  towards 
Georgia,  about  fifty-eight  miles ;  and  finding 
a  little  meeting  of  friends,  though  not  mem¬ 
bers,  yet  fuch  as  were  convinced  of  truth’s 
way  and  principles,  we  daid  their  meeting  on 
Fourth  day.  If  was  dull  at  fird,  but  open  and 
much  favoured  towards  and  in  the  conclufion. 
Several  Methodids  and  .Baptids  were  prefent, 
and  truth  reached  and  tendered  mod  of  their 
minds.  Thefe  friendly  people,  at  lead  part  of 
them,  belonged  to  the  Methodids  and  Baptids ; 
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but  their  eyes  became  gradually  opened  to  fee 
beyond  lifelefs  form ,  and  creaturely  perform¬ 
ances^  as  prayers  in  man’s  own  time  and  will, 
&c.  and  had  now  gathered  into  a  filent  wait¬ 
ing  upon  the  Lord..  May  they  live  near  him, 
love  him,  and  ferve  him  in  the  beauty  of  holi- 
nefs :  then  they  will  not  only  enjoy  great  peace 
in  themfelves,  .but  be  a  bleffing  to  their  neigh¬ 
bours.' 

After  meeting  we  went  on  for  Georgia,  and 
reached  Friends  Monthly  meeting  at  Wrightf- 
horough  in  that  hate,  on  Seventh  day,  5th 
of  Ninth  month.  It  was  a  painful  time;  ex^ 
treme  poverty  and  inward  want  bore  down  our 
fouls.  We  found  a  few  words  to  drop  among 
them,  but  fcarce  found  any  relief.-  On  Firft: 
day,  the  6th,  we  had  two  favoured  meetings; 
one  at  Wrightfoorough,  and  the  other  at 
Friends  new  meeting-houfe,  four  or  five  miles 
from  the  firft ;  and  next  day  were  again  at 
Wrightfoorough,  not  being  clear  before.  It 
was  a  precious  time  indeed,  truth’s  teftimony* 
flowed  with  power,  many  were  greatly  reached, 
and  fome  who  had  much  oppofed  our  princi¬ 
ples,  acknowledged  to  the  truth  with  tears, 
and  defired  us  to  remember  them  before  the 
throne  of  grace.  May  they  be  preferred. 

Third  day,  8th,  we  had  a  large  meeting  at 
Marmaduke  Mendenhall’s,  among  a  religious 
people,  Methodifts,  Baptifts,  &c.  Truth  emi¬ 
nently  overlhadowed  us.  In  our  firft  fitting 
flown  together,  I  -had.  very  bright  openings. 
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3.nd  fulnefs  of  light  and  life  ;  but  the  meeting 
■was  hurt,  by  the  right  time  not  being  attended 
to  in  anding  up,  by  me  or  my  companion, 
or  both.  My  foul  was  grieved,  for  the  people 
weie  prevented,  in  degree,  enjoying  what 
ieemed  to  be  intended  for  them  ;  yet  many 
minds  were  affeftred,  and  I  truft  feme  good 
Was  done.  Fourth  day,  9th,  we  had  a  large 
meeting  at  a  friend’s  houfe,  among  Me- 
thod]lts,  Baptiffs,  and  Friends.  There  was 
strength  and  utterance  given,  and  great  in¬ 
deed  appeared  to  be  the  entrance  into  the 
people  s  minds.  After  this  meeting,  next 
dcij ,  we  lett  Georgia,  and  fet  out  for  South- 
Carolina.  W e  got  to  a  meeting  among  Friends, 
at  a  place  *  called  Henderion’s  Settlement, '  on 
Fifth  day,  the  i.ith;  and  fo  on  to  Mudlick, 
Bum  River,  Rocky-Spring,  Paget’s  Creek, 
and  Crane  Creek,  having  a  meeting  at  each 
of  thefe  places,  and  at  Bufii  River  two,  moflly 
to  a  degree  of  fa  tis  fa  ft  ion ;  yet  it  appeared  to 
be  a  low  time  among  Friends  in  thefe  parts; 
but  dwelling  low  with  the  fullering  feed,  we 
were  made  to  reign  a  little  with  it  at  times. 
The  four  following  days  we  rode  to  Deep- 
Ci  eel:  in  XNforth- Carolina,  about  one  hundred 
and  loi  ty-three  miles.  At  this  place  we  had 
a  meeting  with  Friends  and  others,  on  Third 
day,  the  2 2d;  and  fo  on,  having  another  at 
Chefnut  Creek  over  the  mountain  in  the  edge 
of  Virginia ;  thence  back  to  — -  Freeman’s 
(not  a  member),  in  North  Carolina,  having  a 
meeting  at  his  houfe  on  Seventh  day,  the  27th; 
and  were  next  day  at  a  Friends  meeting  a$ 
/.IT  '  '  ‘  WeMeld, 
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Weflfield,  called  alfo  Tonis  Creek.  All  thefe 
meetings  were  attended  by  Friends,  Baptifts, 
Methodills,  and  fome  of  them  by  fome  others; 
and  through  patient  waiting  for  the  arifmgs 
of  life  and  openings  of  light,  they  were,  all 
folid  I  profitable  meetings:  truth’s  doctrines 
were  largely  opened,  many  minds  reached,  and 
the  Lord’s  name  exalted  over  all.  Will-wor- 
ihip,  creaturely  performances,  lifelefs  prayers 
at  let  times,  &c.  were  much  dilcouraged :  for 
the  Lord  laid  it  upon  me  to  expofe  the  empa¬ 
nels  of  thefe  things  from  place  to  place  ;  and 
to  fhew  that  they  never  fail  of  drying  up  the. 
fprings  of  life  in  fuch,  as  once  having  had  ✓ 
the  frefli  openings  thereof  in  their  own  fouls, 
will  yet  go  on  in  religious  performances,  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  light  and  life  therein. 

»  **„  •  "  ..  ,  ••  •’  «  -  *  •  •  •  -Art 

After  one  of  thefe  meetings,  a  Baptifl  man, 
fbmewhat  in  years,  told  me  he  had  tried  to 
keep  up  family  prayers  in  his  houfe;  .but 
found  he  could  have  no  fatisfachon  in  itr  un- 
lefs  when  he  felt  a  Divine  influence  inclining 
him  thereto  ;  and  that  he  had  now  omitted  it, 
except  when  he  found  himfelf  thus  qualified. 
Divers  others  have  confefled,  that  they  had 
often, .  in  their  attempts  to  pray  at  their  let 
times,  without  waiting  for  Divine  help,  evi¬ 
dently  felt  that  their  words  fell  to  the.  ground, 
were  of  no  avail,  and  anfwered  no  good  pur- 
pofe.  O  that  all  may  learn  the  neceflity  of 
waiting  upon  God,  in  the  fiience  of  all  flefh, 
and  creaturely  motions  or  performances  ;  that 
they m ay  wituefs  that  renewal  of  Divine  flrength* 
fi. ,  wherein 
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wherein  prayer  is  made  with  life,  and  accept- 
ance  to  the  Lord.  r 

1  had  much  fervice  in  thefe  South  Lands 
among  other  focieties,  particularly  Methodifls 
ana  ihiptms,  there  being  a  living  birth  anions 
many  of  them  ;  and  this  living  birth,  bein^ 
in  its  very  infancy  in  many  of  both  thefe  fo¬ 
cieties,  was  near  to  my  life,  and  I  often  breath¬ 
ed  to  the  Lord  to  preferve  it  alive  :  for  I 
law  it  to  be  in  imminent  danger  of  being  hilled 
oy  a  multiplicity  of  lifelefs  performances.  But 
though  I  was  led  into  fervice  much  among 
otiier  people,  as  before-mentioned,  yet  I  gene¬ 
rally,  in  the  meetings  of  Friends,  had  "fome 
clca^  openings  into  the  Hate  of  things  among 
the  brethren  :  for  I  was  kept  very  low  in  my 
mind,  and  durff  not  meddle  with  things  not 
opened  in  the  light  of  life.  I  was  afraid  to 
judge  after  the  fight  of  the  eye,  or  reprove  after 
the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  my  dependance  was  on 
the  Lord  alone ;  and,  in  that  dependant  flate, 

I  often  felt  as  empty  of  any  thing  Divine,  any 
fight,  fenfe,  or  knowledge  of  things,  as  if  I 
had  been  totally  blind  and  infenfible ,  and  in¬ 
deed  who  is  fo  blind  as  the  Lord’s  fervant,  and 
fo  deaf  as  the  melfenger  whom  he  fends?  And 
it  is  neceflary  it  fhould  be  fo,  in  order  that  his 
meflage  to  the  people  through  them  may  be 
wholly  in  the  frelh  openings  of  Divine  life,  with¬ 
out  any  mixture  of  man’s  fallen  wifdom.  This 
is  a  great  my  fiery  to  the  world  and  all  hi 
bo ailed  wifdom,  and  will  remain  fo  for  ever  ^ 
though  clearly  opened  unto  babes  and  fucklings 
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in  Chrift.  And  as  my  mind  abode  in  this 
low  date,  in  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  in  the 
fubje&ion  of  my  own  creaturely  will,  wifdom, 
and  workings,  I  received  many  frefh  openings, 
and  therein  was  enabled  to  bring  forth  things 
new  and  old,  to  the  inftruftion,  and,  I  hope, 
lading  benefit  of  the  brethren  and  many  others, 
from  place  to  place.  All  glory  and  praife  be 
afcribed  to  him,  without  whom  my  poor  foul  is 
nothing,  knows  nothing,  and  can  do  nothing, 
in  things  Divine.  Oh,  that  all  flefh  may  be 
abafed,  and  lie  low  before  him  for  ever ;  that 
his  own  eternal  power  may  be  exalted  over  all 
in  them ! 

After  this  meeting  at  Wedfield,  we  found  a 
prefiure  in  fpirit  to  have  one  next  day  among 
fome  religious  Baptids,  about  fix  miles  oil,  at  a 
Baptid  manVhoufe:  it  was  a  precious  hea¬ 
venly  meeting,  wherein  truth  opened  many 
things  in  the  life  and  demondration.  And 
'  fome  confefled,  they  had  never  known  before, 
but  that  John’s  difpenfation  of  water-baptifm, 
was  part  ofthegofpel  difpenfation,  and  todand 
to  the  end  of  time  ;  but  they  feemed  now  to  be 
much  fliaken :  for  it  was  opened  that  John's 
elementary  difpenfation  was  only  a  forerunning 
one,  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord.  After 
this  meeting,  we  dill  found  a  preding  engage¬ 
ment  to  have  another  meeting  at  Friends  meet- 
ing-houfe  at  Wedfield,  which  was  held  accord¬ 
ingly  the  next  day,  to  great  fatisfaftion.  Many 
Baptids  and  others,  as  well  as  many  Friends, 
attended}’  truth  reigned  over  all,  and  the  doc¬ 
trines 
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trines  thereof  dropped  as  the  ram,  to  the  ten* 
dering  and  refrefhing  many  feeking  fouls:  blef- 
fed  be  the  Lord  for  all  his  favours  l9  We  next 
had  meetings  at  BlueVCreek,  and  Muddy- 
Creek  ;  and  on  lirft  and  Second  days,  the  4th 
and  5th  of  the  Tenth  month,  were  at  Deep 
River,  their  large  Monthly  meeting  being 
held  there  on  Second  day.  All  tfaefe  were 
blefled  watering  feafons ;  the  Monthly  meeting 
-abundantly  fo,  to  the  bowing  my  foul  in 
awfulnefs  and  praife.  On  Third  day  we  had 
an  open  refrefhing  meeting  among  the  Nicho- 
htes,  fo  called.  I  had  a  lively  evidence  that 
iome  among  them  were  humbly  endeavouring 
to  ferve  the  Lord  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  fa\y 
clearly  that  many  of  them  relied  too  much  in 
their  outlide  plainnefs  ;  and,  valuing  themfelves 
upon  that,  had  flopped,  fhort  of.  a  more  living 
acquaintance  with  the  well-fpring  of  eternal 
life :  and  this  is  a  fnare  wherein  I  fear  Lome 
of  our  fociety  are  taken,  and  detained  front 
greater  experience  in  the  real  life  of  religion  ; 
without  which  all  outward  things  are  unavail- ' 
ing,  as  to  the  falvation  of  the  foul.  I  laboured 
among  this  people,  in  the  openings  of  life,  5 
and  hope  according  to  their  condition.  May  it  ’ 
tend  to  their  fettlement  on  the  right  foundation  :• 
Then,  proceeding  on  our  journey,  we  had 
meetings  at  Friends  meeting-houfes  at  Spring- 
Field,  Bull-Run,  New- Garden,  Lower  Reedy- 
Fork,  and  Upper  Reedy-Fork  :  all  favoured 
meetings,  iome  of  them  highly  fo. 

On  Fourth  day,  the  rath,  we  had  a  meeting 
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at  the  houfe  of  our  friend  Samuel  Tomlinfon, 
(‘Where  very  few  friends  live  near,)  among 
Baptifts,  Methodifts,  fome  Friends,  &c.  We 
evidently  felt  that  fome  of  them  had  pitched 
in  battle  array  againft  us  in  their  minds  ;  and 
for  a  time  the  Lord  fullered  them  to  flint  up 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  not  entering  them- 
felves,  nor  fullering  thofe  that  gladly  would 
have  entered.  At  >  length  a  fmall  degree  of 
life  arofe,  and  I  told  them  the  battle  was  the 
Lord’s,  and  if  he  fullered  them  to  Ihut  up  the 
kingdom,  the  Iois  would  be  their  own  ;  and 
that  it  was  likely  thofe  formerly,  whofe  un¬ 
belief  prevented  our  Saviour’s  doing  many 
mighty  works  in  certain  places,  might  be  ready 
to  vaunt  over  him,  and  to  think  he  could  not 
make  his  way  among  them :  and  yet  I  thought 
their  victory,  if  fiich  they  efteemed  it,  was  in 
no  wife  glorious ;  but  greatly  to  their  own 
lols,  or  the  prevention  of  much  good  that 
they  might  otherwife  have  -received.  I  then 
acknowledged  to  them  freely,  that  we  had 
nothing  at  our  own  command  to  offer  for  their 
vgood  ;  nor  any  weapons  of  our  own  to  oppofe 
their  warlike  preparations  with;  told  them  I 
had  little  thought,  when  in  the  pure  conftraim* 
mgs  of  gofpei  love  and  good  will,  I  gave  up 
to  have  a  meeting  with  them,  that  they  would 
have  come  together  prepared  for  war  ;  but 
that  I  was  affured  it  was  fo,  for  I  could  feel 
the  inward  ftate  and  opposition  of  fome  of 
their  minds,  as  plain  as  I  could  fee  their  bodies 
witn  my  outward  eyes.  Moreover  I  informed 
•  them,  that  if  the  Lord  engaged  me  in  it,  I  was 

not 
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not  afiaid  or  afhamed  to  fight,  even  upon  a 
retreat,  if  he  did  not  make  way  for  an  ad* 
vance  ;  that  I  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  my  life, 
how  many  Goliaths  foever  might  defy  the 
aimies  of  the  living  God;  for  my  life  I  had 
given  up  to  his  difpofal,  to  be  laid  down  in 
his  caufe,  if  he  pleaded,  in  any  part  of  the 
glooe.  I  came  not  from  my  own  land,  and 
all  my  near  and  dear  connections  in  life,  to  do 
my  own  will,  but  his  who  fent  me ;  and  while 
I  Hand  faithful  in  his  holy  will  and  counfel,  in 
the  openings  and  leadings  of  his  divine  light 
and  life,  I  fear  no  evil,  danger,  or  difficulty; 
nor  ail  the  art  and  malice  of  men  or  devils ; 
though  I  fully  know  that  of  myfelf  I  can  do 
nothing.  However,  I  told  them,  for  their 
own  fakes,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the 
full  benefit  of  the  meeting,  I  defired  them  to 

warlike  weapons ;  that  inward 
oppofition  wherein  they  flood  againft  the  in¬ 
ward  life  of  all  true  religion,  and  the  doclrines 
of  the  everlafting  gofpel.  And  as  they  knew 
themfelves  guilty  of  an  inward  oppofition  to 
us,  and  our  meiiage,  it  began  to  work  con¬ 
viction  in  them :  they  wondered  how  I  knew 
it ;  but  feeing  I  did  know  it,  and  was  enabled 
fo  plainly  to  tell  them  the  inward  date  and 
thoughts  of  their  own  hearts,  it  won  upon 
them,  drew  their  attention,  removed  their  pre¬ 
judices,  and  foftened  their  hearts  towards  us 
and  our  teflimony.  And  when  I  found  they 
had  given  up,  and  dropt  their  warlike  weapons 
and  intentions,  1  improved  the'  opportunity, 
as  truth  opened  the  way,  -and  told-hhem,  I 
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perceived  they  began  to  incline  towards  a  capi¬ 
tulation,  and  willingnefs  to  lign  articles  of 
peace ;  this  they  alfo  knew  was  true  of  the 
inward  alteration  of  their  minds ;  and  fo  it 
greatly  tended  ftill  further  to  gain  their,  love 
and  attention ;  until  at  length  (though  the 
work,  or  rather  warfare,  was  very  hard  for 
fome  time)  we  had  an  heavenly  baptizing  time 
together.  Truth  reigned  over  all,  and  therein 
our  fouls  triumphed  over  all  oppofition,  in  the 
ftrength  and  power  of  an  endlefs  life  ;  wherein 
divers  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  were  livingly 
opened  and  enlarged  upon,  in  demonftration  of 
the  fpirit  and  divine  authority  ;  yea,  it  was 
felt  and  acknowledged  to  be  fo,  by  many 
whole  hearts  were  greatly  tendered  and  re- 
frelhed,  after  all  the  oppofition  they  had  at 
firl  felt  againfl  us.  Thus  the  Lord  wrought 
for  us,  and  taught  our  hands  to  war,  and  our 
fingers  to  fight:  glory  be  to  his  great  name  for 
ever!  for  hitherto  he  hath  marvelloufly  helped 
us ;  and  we  know  that  without  him  we  mud  have 
turned  our  backs  in  this  and  many  other  days 
'  of  battle.  ’ .  $  . 

Next  day  we  had  a  heavenly  open  meeting 
at  a  Bap  ml  meeting-houfe  on  Abbit’s  Creek, 
about  ten  miles  from  the  lal  meeting ;  divers 
of  their  members,  and  one  of  their  teachers 
urgently  defiring  us  to  have  a  meeting  with 
them  there,  they  being  much  reached  at  the 
other  meeting.  We  had  thoughts  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  meeting  there  before  this  •  invitation, 
and,  the  way  now  looking  very  open,  we  em- 
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braced  It,  and  had  one  accordingly.  And  as 
loon  as  I  fat  down  in  the  meeting,  I  felt  as 
evidently  as  I  ever  felt  any  thing  with  my 
outward  fingers,  that  they  were  now  come 
without  their  weapons,  in  a'ftate  of  mind 
directly  reverfe  to  what  they,  or  fome  of  them, 
felt  in  the  fore-part  of  the.  meeting  yefterday ; 
their  hearts  were  open,  and  our  way  wTas  alfo 
foon  opened  into  a  living  enlargement- in  the 
do&rines  of  truth :  I  truft  to  our  and  their 
mutual  fatisfa&ion  and  confolation  of  foul, 
though  their  outward  performances  and  life- 
lefs  devotions  were  largely  and  livingly  tefti- 
fied  againft.  Our  next  meeting  was  on  the 
day  following  at  Randolph  Court-houfe,  among 
people  of  various  profeffions ;  and,  magnified 
for  ever  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  our  leader 
and  director  !  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  break 
in  upon  us  in  a  wonderful  manner.  Light  fliined 
fuperior  to  the  finning  of  the  fun  in  the  out¬ 
ward  firmament ;  that  divine  light,  the  fame 
that  enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world ;  though  in  the  wicked  it  often  fhines 
as  in  a  dark  place,  and  the  darknefs  compre¬ 
hends  it  not.  Many  whofe  hearts  have  become 
darkened,  rejeft,  defpife,  and  trample  it  under 
foot ;  but  in  thofe  who  obey  it,  love  it,  walk 
jn.it,  and/ bring  their  deeds  to  it,  it  will  fhine 
more  and  more  to  the  perfect  day  :  as  the  wife 
man  fays  the  path  of  the  juft  man  does,  de¬ 
claring  this  path  of  the  juft  to  be  a  Alining 
light.  Indeed  it  is  fo,  for  Chrift  within,  the 
juft  man’s  light  and  hope  of  glory,  is  alfo  his 
path,  his  only  true  and  living  way  5  as  Laid 
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Chrift  himfelf,  4  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth, 
6  and  the  life )  *  and  furely  the  juft  man’s  way 
is  his  path .  Seeing  then  Chrift,  the  inward 
divine  light  of  men,  is  the  juft  man’s  path  or 
way ,  well  may  it  be  declared  to  be  a  fhining 
light:  and  experience  has  abundantly  con¬ 
firmed  it,  to  the  fouls  of  all  that  have  truly 
loved  and  faithfully  walked  in  this  light,  that 
it  really  doth  fhine  brighter  and  brighter  ;  and 
in  all  that  continue  fo  walking,  it  will  more 
and  more,  even  to  the  perfeft  day.  They  will 
not  only  witnefs  the  day  to  dawn,  and  the  day 
ftar  to  arife  in  their  hearts  ;  but  the  increafing 
cJearnefs  and  brightnefs  of  the  light  will  be,  as 
Ifaiah  expreffes  it.  4  The  light  of  the  moon  (hall 
4  be  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  light  of 
4  the  fun  fhall  be  feven  fold,  as  the  light  of 
4  feven  days.’  *  Well,  in  the  clear  (Innings  of 
this  holy  light,  for  truly  it  was  as  a  morning 
without  clouds,  the  dates  of  the  people  were 
fo  opened  to  us  in  this  meeting,  and  through 
us  to  them  (the  light  within  their  own  fouls 
confirming  our  outward  teftimony),  that  fcarcely 
an  individual  appeared  infenfible  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  visitation  we  were  favoured  with :  indeed 
moft  were  deeply  affe&ed,  greatly  tendered, 
and  much  refrefhed  as  with  a  fhower  of  ce- 
leftial  rain.  It  feemed  to  me  in  a  degree  like 
the  day  of  Pentecoft,  the  effufion  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  was  fo  eminently  glorious  among  us  : 
and  I  believe  nearly  or  quite  all  prefent,  faid  in 
their  hearts,  and  divers  with  their  mouths,  in 

~\ 
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fubftance,  after  the  meeting,  ‘  This  is  the 
6  everlafting  gofpel  of  Chrift and  I  faid  in 
my  own  foul,  and  hill  fay,  it  was  of  the  Lord’s 
doing,  and  marvellous  in  mine  eyes  !  Holy  and 
reverend  is  his  name,  and  that  for  evermore ! 
May  my  foul  ever  acknowledge  his  wonders 
and  the  riches  of  his  love,  lying  low  in  hu¬ 
miliation  before  him. 

On  Seventh  and  Firft  days,  the  17th  and 
18th,  we  were  favoured  with  the  Maher’s 
helping  hand,  at  the  Monthly  and  Firh  day 
meetings  at  Center  ;  in  both  which  light  and 
life  triumphed  over  death  and  darknefs.  On 
Third  day,  wre  had  a  painful  trying  meeting 
near  a  water  called  Hew7orry,  at  Michael 
Fout’s  houle  (a  Dutch  Friend)  among  many 
Dutch  people,  and  others.  We  laboured  in 
the  little  ability  afforded,  to  fome  degree  of 
iatisfaftion.  The  two  next  days  w7e  attended 
Friends  meetings,  as  they  w^ere  held  in  courfe, 
at  Springfield  and  Bull-Run.  Next  day  we  had 
a  difcouraging  meeting  among  many  other  pro- 
feffors,  near  the  upper  Reedy-fork.  I  faw 
and  felt  clearly,  that  lome  of  them  came  pre¬ 
pared  to  bid  defiance  ;  however  we  laboured 
a  little,  though  under  great  deprelfion :  for 
though  they  were  many  of  them  high  in  pro- 
fcffion  of  faith  in  Chrifl;  too  many  of  them 
appeared  to:  be  unbelievers,  and  in  the  ftate 
of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  in  the  inward 
ground  of  things :  and  fuch,  in  all  ages,  are 
the  greateft  oppofers  and  even  hinderers  of 
good,  of  any  people  whatever.  Yet  I  believe 
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divers  prefent  were  humble-hearted  Chriftians, 
who  thought  little  of  themfelves,  and  were 
hungering  after  better  food  than  their  teachers 
are  feeding  them  with.  Some  of  thefe  I  hope 
got  at  leaft  a  little  crumb  of  heavenly  bread  at 
this  meeting :  may  the  Lord  refrefn  their  fouls 
with  the  waters  of  life,  and  fultain  them. 

Next  day,  being  Seventh  of  the  week,  and  c 
24th  of  Tenth  month,  began  the  Seleft  Yearly 
Meeting  at  Center  in  North-Carolina,  for 
Friends  of  that  hate,  South-Carokna,  and 
Georgia:  it  was  a  trying  feafon,  and  Friends 
feemed  fenfible  it  was  a  very  low  time.  I  was 
quite  fealed  up  in  filence,  as  were  both  my 
companion  and  myfelf  next  day,  at  the  publick 
meeting  for  worfhip.  On  Second  day  the  bu- 
finefs  of  fociety  came  on,  and  .continued  by 
adjournment  four  days ;  and  though  the  fore 
part  was  heavy  and  trying,  yet  the  latter  part 
was  a  time  of  eminent  overfhadowing  of  the 
Holy  Prefence.  Many  weighty  fubjefts  were 
considered  in  this  Yearly  Meeting,  and  finally 
refulted  with  much  unanimity,  love,  and  folem- 
nity.  I  was  much  bowed  down,  until  the  laid 
day,  under  a  fenfe  of  the  want  of  due  depend- 
ance  on  the  Lord  in  many  prefent  ;  but  near 
and  at  the  clofe  of  the  meeting,  the  Llelper  of 
Ifrael  opened  a  way,  and  helped  me  to  be 
thoroughly  relieved  ;  and  the  fong  that  is  ever 
'new,  was  put  into  my  heart  and  mouth,  in  a 
very  confolating  manner.  Large  numbers,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  will  at  times,  while  they  live,  blefs  the 
name  of  the  Lord  for  that  day’s  favour.  The 
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Ihout  of  a  King  was  heard  in  Sion,  to  the  re¬ 
joicing  of  the  tabernacles  of  Jacob.  Blefs  thy 

y°d’  P  Ifrael  for  eyer !  and  ferve  him  with 
taithfulnds  and  reverence,  O  daughter  of  Te- 

ru.aiem,  for  who  indeed  is  like  him'?  He  bring-' 
eth  down  as  into  the  very  dull,  and  he  raifeth 
up  to  the  heights  of  falvation.  He  maketh  the 
dumb  to  declare  of  his  goodnefs ;  the  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  rock  to  fmg  of  his  power.  Glory 
be  to  his  name  for  ever !  My  foul  will  praife 
him  in  the  heights  of  Sion  1 

On  Seventh  day,  3 iff,  we  attended  New 
Garden  Monthly  meeting,  and  had  therein  a 
degree  of  fatisfaftion.  Next  day  being  the  ift 
of  the  Eleventh  month,  we  attended  their  Firtf 
day  meeting  there,  in  folid  filence,  as  to  us ; 
and,  feeling  clear  of  Carolina,  on  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing,  we  rode  to  Virginia.  On  Fourth 
day,  the  4th,  at  night,  wTe  got  among  Friends 
at  Goofe-Creek,  where  next  day  we  had  a 
meeting  ;  and  the  day  following  had  another 
at  the  upper  meeting-houfe  on  Goofe-Creek, 
which  was  filent.  We  next  had  meetings  at 
Hill’s-Creek,  Seneca-Creek,  and  South-River ; 
in  all  which  we  were  helped  through  to  our 
comfort,  and  I  hope  to  fome  profit.  On  Fourth 
clay,  the  11th,  we  had  a  bleffed  confolating 
meeting,  at  Henry  Chriltian’s  a  (Method id), 
and  a  few  others  in  Amherft  County,  Virginia. 
Eight  and  life  prevailed,  to  the  tendering  and 
watering  many  fouls.  On  Sixth  day,  we  had 
a  little  meeting  at  Francis  Walthall’s,  a  man 
who  lor  fome  years  appeared  to  have  been 
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convinced  of  our  principles,  ns  alfo  Ids  wife . 
this  was  in  Buckingham  County.  On  Firft  da}  , 
the  15th,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Amelia,  to  a 
degree  of  fatisfacfion  ;  and  that  afternoon  my 
dear  companion  James  Ladd  and  I  parted,  in 
much  gofpel  fympathy  and  endearment,  he 
going  home.  On  1:  ourth  day,  I  had  a  dii 
couraging  meeting  at  Camp-Creek,  and  another 
next  day  at  Douglas’s  meeting  (lo  called):  in 
the  firft  I  got  but  little  relief,  and  in  the  laft 
I  could  not  open  my  mouth  in  the  miniftry. 

On  the  Firft  day  following,  the  2  2d  of 
Eleventh  month,  I  was  at  a  meeting  at  Smith  s 
Creek,  in  differing  filence.  About  this  time 
Satan  feemed  almoft  let  loofe  upon  me,  to 
buffet  me  with  doubts,  even  in  things  wherein 
I  had  been  well  eftablifhed  and  affured.  And 
perfuaded  I  am,  I  have  no  words  adequate  to 
the  full  and  clear  defcription  of  the  bufferings, 
horror,  and  diftrefs,  that  feized  and  bore  down 
my  drooping  foul ;  but  I  have  fince  clearly 
feen,  that  the  Lord’s  determination  was,  that 
if  I  would  ftill  be  his,  I  fttould  lay  down  my 
own  life,  that  of  my  own  will,  entirely,  and  in 
all  things ;  and  take  him  and  his  will  for  my 
only  good,  in  and  through  all.  And,  as  my 
own  will  was  once  more  crucified  and  {lain,  my 
life  laid  down  upon  the  crofs,  and  all  within  me 
bowed,  on  this  wife  then  my  foul  addreffed 
my  God :  6  Lord  !  I  know  thou  art  all  good- 
6  nefs.  I  have  drank  of  the  rivers  of  pleafure 
4  at  thy  right  hand,  which  -is  all  of  thy  mere 
6  bounty  and  grace.  I  fprrender  my  all  once 
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*  more  to  thee  without  referve.  Here  I  am, 
«  ,°,Wlt,h  m<;  whatever  thou  pleafeft.  Blefled 
t  d1adorf1d  be  thy  name  for  ever.  I  yield 
to  tny  wiil:  not  mine,  but  thine  be  done. 
Amen! 

.After  this  full  furrender  of  my  will  and  my 

V  >  jlght0fPran§  in  my  foul ;  darknefs  fled  be- 
-oieit;  Satan’s  head  was  bruifed ;  God  did 
truly  bruife  Satan  under  me ;  I  faw  his  power 
was  limited,  and  that  the  Lord  God  Omnipo¬ 
tent  ftill  reigned  over  all.  Life  and  immor- 
tauty  were  again,  as  it  were,  brought  to  light 
out  of  the  depth  of  obfeurity ;  and  eftabliflied 
over  all,  in  meridian  brightnefs  and  affurance,  in 
my  foul.  Great  enlargement  followed  this  fore 
coni  lit,  and  my  confolation  was  full,  and  un¬ 
speakably  glorious  :  blefled  for  ever  be  the 
Lord  my  God,  and  wonderful  leader!  In  the 
heights  my  foul  will  prasfe  him,  and  for  the 
depths  of  proftration  will  I  magnify  his  name, 
who  makes  all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  thofe  who  truly  love  him.  Love  him,  O  my 
foul,  for  ever,  and  fubmit  thy  all  to  his  holy 
caie  and  keeping,  through  every  trying  time. 

Aftci  this  moll  trying  conflict,  I  found  my 
way  opened  again,  and  had  meetings  at  Crobk- 
cd  Run,  Center,  Mount  Pleafant,  Bear-Gar¬ 
den,  Back  Creek,  Hopewell,  Middle-Creek, 

1  uikai  ora,  and  Bull-Skin  i  all  open  good  mect- 
ings,  am.  molt  of  them  eminently  fo,  even  to 
my  own  admiration,  truth’s  dodlrines  were 
largely  opened  with  divine  life  and  authority  ; 

many 
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many  who  were  much  unacquainted  with  true 
religion  were  much  reached ;  and  fuch  as  were 
hungering  and  thi idling  after  fomethlng  more 
fubftantial  than  they  had  yet  feelingly  known, 
were  greatly  refrefhed.  My  foul  bowed  in 
awfulnefs  before  God,  who,  through  the  deep¬ 
ed  probations  and  difcouragements,  fafely 
brought  me  on  in  the  right  way,  landed  me 
on  firm  ground,  and  even  made  my  mod  fiery 
trials,  and  extreme  confli&s,  promotive  of  almoft 
inexpredible  enlargement  and  confolation. 

Oh !  he  well  knowrs  what  he  is  about,  in. 
differing  his  chofen  followers  to  be  thus  clofely 
tried  :  indeed  this  is  the  very  way  they  become 
chofen ;  for  he  ever  choofeth  them  in  the  furnace 
of  affliction .  Here  he  refines  them  as  gold  fieven 
times  tried  in  the  fire;  thus  they  bear  his  holy 
law ;  thus  they  are  made  able  to  dwell  with 
that  which,  to  every  thing  finful,  is  as  a  de¬ 
vouring  fire ,  and  everlafiting  burnings ,  and  not 
to  be  hurt.  The  fire  fhall  not  kindle  bn  them 
to  devour ;  the  fmell  of  it  (hall  not  be  on  their 
garments ;  but  every  thing  in  them  that  is 
chaffy  (hall  be  burnt  up,  in,  and.  by  this  un¬ 
quenchable  fire :  fo  the  weighty  fubftantial 
wheat  comes  to  be  gathered  into  the  garner* 
<3,  thou  traveller  Sion-war.d,  whenever  the 
Lord  leads  thee  in  this  line,  think  not  that 
none  have  walked  the  way  before  thee  ;  but  , 
remember  it  is  the  high- way  to'  glory,  the  only 
trodden- path  to  bleffednefs  :  remember,  others, 
before  thou  wrad  brought  forth,  have  deeply 
experienced  it,  have  taded  the  wormwood 
'  m  5  and. 
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and  the  gai! ;  and  been  ready  to  think  it  im- 
poflible  for  them  ever  to  come  forth  into  the 
light  again,  or  to  rejoice  in  God,  the  rock  and 
-Lorn  of  their  ^Ivation.  But  be  thou  patient, 
foe  tnou  faithful  to  death,  yea,  in  and  through 
this  inward  death  \  and  thou  {halt  receive  a 
crown  of  life:  for  it  is  an  eternal  truth,  that 
though  many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous, 
yet,  afluredly,  the  Lord  delivers  them  out  of 
them  all. 

Next,  I  had  a  meeting  the  4th  of  the  Twelfth 
month,  in  the  Prelbyterian  meeting-houfe  at 
Winchefler :  a  glorious  good  meeting  it  was ; 
I  was  ready  to  think  nearly  as  much  fo,  as  our 
low  hate,  while  clothed  with  clay,  is  capable 
of.  Several  important  doctrines  of  the  gofpel 
were  largely  opened,  having  {Length  and  ut¬ 
terance  given  ;  and  every  mind  feemed  huflied 
into  a  degree  of  awfulnefs  and  reverence  :  all 
glory  and  praife  be  afcribed  to  Him  who  is  our 
only  fufficiency  ;  for  with  gratitude  and  proba¬ 
tion  of  foul  before  him,  it  may  be  truly  faid, 

4  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us  !’*  On 
Seventh  day,  I  was  helped  to  my  own  and 
others  joy,  at  Friends  Monthly  meeting  at 
Crooked  Run  ;  and  alfo  next  day  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  at  Culpepper.  Indeed  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  was  marvelloufly  made  bare  in  our  favour, 
from  place  to  place,  throughout  the  foregoing 
favoured  meetings ;  and  thence  on  to  South¬ 
land,  South  Fork,  Goofe-Creek,  and  Leefburg. 
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At  Southland  I  parted  with  my  dear  friend 
Cadet  Jones,  who  had  been  very  acceptably 
with  me,  mod  of  the  time  fince  I  parted  with 
my  beloved  friend  James  Ladd ;  and  now 
returned  to  his  family.  I  was  at  this  place  lad 
fpring,  as  I  went  fouthward  ;  and  though  I  was 
fhut  up  there  then,  yet  I  felt  luch  an  engage¬ 
ment  for  the  profperity  of  that  little  meeting 
and  neighbourhood,  that  I  felt  rnoft  eafy,  now 
on  my  return,  to  vifit  them  again ;  having 
been  drawn  in  fpirit  to  look  towards  them,  at 
times,  ever  fince  I  was  there  before.  We  had 
now  a  heavenly  watering  time-  together,  praifed 
be  the  Lord,  whofe  power  was  eminently  over 
all.  I  believe  I  have  never  known  a  more 
conftant  fullnefs  of  God’s  love,  life,  and  quali¬ 
fying  prefence ;  nor  a  more  continued  cheer- 
fulnefs  in  and  out  of  meetings,  for  fo  long  a 
time$  than  (blefled  be  the  Lord)  I  have  now 
been  favoured  with,  fince  my  extreme  tribula¬ 
tion  and  diftrefs  at  Smith’s-Creek,  and  about 
that  time.  Oh,  the  heights  and  depths  1  May 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  ever  feparate 
my  foul  from  the  love  of  God  !  I  well  know 
the  propriety  and  need  of  our  Saviour’s  caution, 
c  Pray  ye  that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter  ; 
4  neither  on  the  Sabbath-day.5  *  Great  care  is 
neceflary,  in  both  thefe  dates.  Perhaps  our 
Lord  mentioned  the  winter  firft,  as  it  is  the 
trials  and  diftrefs  of  that  painful  difpenfation, 
which  prepares  for,  and,  if  patiently  endured, 
terminates  in,  the  comfortable  rejoicings  of  the 

*  Mat.  xxiv,  2C*» 
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Sabbath-day.  To  abound,  we  mud  be  abafed ; 
ii  _we  will  reign  with  thrift,  we  mull  buffer 
with  him  .  but,  Oh  the  danger  of  letting  in 
difcouragements  in  the  winter  feafon,  when  all 
deems  cold  and  uncomfortable  within  ;  even 
fometimes  benumbing,  and  aimoft  deadly,  froft. 
Here,  thou  exereifed  traveller  Sion-ward,  if  thou 
cirt  not  veiy  watchful  and  careful  to  abide  in 
the  faith  and  patience  of  the  faints,  thou  wilt 
be  very  likely  to  take  thy  flight,  from  walking 
in  the  light,  and  firm  abiding  on  the  everlafting 
lock  and  foundation  ;  by  letting  in  and  giving 
way  to  doubts,  difputings,  diftruft,  murmurings, 
anti  defpair  1  and  fo  repine  at  the  difpenfations 
of  divine  Providence,  who  is  proving  thee  for 
thy  good.  Here  many  have  taken  their  flight 
in  the  winter,  and  let  go  their  hold  of  what 
lucy  hau  teceived,  and  Jo  have  loft  their  crown  1 
for  the  terms  are,  4  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
‘  and  1  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life.5*  If 
thou  abide  ftedfaft  through  the  wintry  dif- 
penfation,  the  Lord  will  bring  thee  to  the 
opening  fpring,  to  the  fummer,  and  the  Sab, 
bath-day.  Here  thou  wilt  praife  him  on  the 
banks  of  deliverance;  here  thou  wilt  be  made 
to  fhout  and  fing :  4  for,  lo,  the  winter  is  part  ; 

4  the  rain  is  over  and  gone ;  the  flowers  ap- 
‘  pear  on  the  earth ;  the  time  of  the  finging 
4  of  birds  is  come  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle 
‘  is  heard  in  our  land.’f  But  now,  in  the 
tnidfl;  of  thy  rejoicing,  have  a  care  ;  Hand  fall ; 
fee  thou  take  not  thy  flight  on  the  Sabbath, 

*  Revrii.  10.  f  Cant.  ii.  u.  12. 
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day.  Danger  awaits  thee  on  every  fide  ;  thou 
art  a  frail  mortal,  and  thy  deftruclion,  if  it 
cometlr  upon  thee,  will  be  of  thyfelf ;  but  thy 
help  can  be  only  in  and  of  the  Lord :  there¬ 
fore  look  unto  him,  for  ‘  he  that  trufteth  m 
‘  his  own  heart  is  a  fool.’  *  Let  him  that  thin  <- 
eth  he  ftandeth,  even  though  his  foul  is  idled 
with  good,  and  overflows  with  fongs  of  joy, 
take  heed  left  he  fall.  Even  now  this  care  is 
eminently  neceflary ;  this  is  a  moment  wheiein 
the  watch  is  peculiarly  needful :  hence  the 
precious  caution,  in  regard  to  thefe  two  feafons 
of  mod  prefling  danger;  hence,  alio,  he 
preached  the  watch ,  and  that  repeatedly,  to 
his  difciples,  yea  to  all.  ‘  What  I  fay  unto  you, 

«  I  fay  unto  all.  Watch.’ f  Lie  knew  all  needed 
it ;  not  only  the  deje£ied  and  deprefled  foui, 
but  even,  and  efpecially,  tne  joyful  neait ;  )he 
mind  of  him  whom  joy  overflows.  ^  jMy  uui 
well  knows  the  myftery  of  thefe  things,  by 
repeated  experience ;  but  1  have  found  that, 
in  proportion  as  all  pride  of  every  kind  is  done 
away,  or  hid  from  man  (which  is  God’s  work), 
and  the  creature  fully  humbled  and  reduced  to 
the  loft  of  all  things,  the  Lord  is  pleafed  mere 
abundantly  to  flil  us  with  divine  good,  and  to 
continue  its  bleffed  repleniflflngs  unto  us :  for 
through  inch  abafement  we  are  enabled  to  bear 
this  fulnefs  without  being  puffed  up,  or  thinking 
great  things  of  ourfelves.  Man  is  exceedingly 
inclined  to  independence,  and  a  language  on 
this  wife.  My  own  arm  has  brought  falvation. 

9  Prov.  xxviii.  26.  +  Mark  xiii.  37. 
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Is  not  this  great  Babylon,  which  L  great  / 
jave,  I’uiWed,  for  mine  own  and  my  king! 
dom  s  honour?  &c.  O,  thou  who  thus  build- 
eit,  be  allured,  whenever  thou  beginnefl  to 
think  much  of  thyfelf,  and  that  thou  of  thyfelf 
lait  done  fomething  that  is  good,-  thou  art  a 
Babylomfh  idolater ;  thou  art  erecting  a  Babel, 
Ibis  is  a  great  Babylon  indeed,  which  thou  a 
.poor  worm  of  the  duff,  art  rearing  up;  and 
all  tins  mult  be  brought  down,  before  thou 
comeft  to  live  by  faith  ;  or  canft  fay  in  truth, 
I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me,’* 
and  ‘  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am.’t 
It  is  truly  a  great  attainment  to  be  nothing  but 
what  grace  maketh  us ;  yet  this  is  the  cafe,  in 
regard  to  the  things  of  religion,  with  all  who 
do  nothing  of  themfelves ;  but  ‘  have  ceafed 
‘  Jrom  their  own  works,  as  God  did  from  his :’+ 
here  ‘  God  is  all  in  all.’  O,  feel c  it ;  lay  hold 
of  it,  and  fecure  it  to  thy  foul,  by  dying  daily  ; 
dying  unto  all. that  can  or  would  a<51  of  itfelf, 
make  hafte,  or  be  always  ready ;  for  this  can 
never  do  any  thing  better,  whatever  it  boaft, 
than  build,  for  thee  and  others,  a  Babel  of  con- 
fufion.  '  Therefore,  let  .  him  that  hath  an  ear, 
hcai  w nat  the  Spirit  faith  unto  the  churches ,  in 
order  to  gather  all  that  will  follow  the  Lamb, 
into  the  living  gofpel  worfhip  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth,  within  the  inward  temple. 

On  Seventh  day,  the  12th  of  Twelfth 
month,  1  attended  the  oelefl  Cftiarterly  meeting 

Gal,  ii,  jo.  J  1  Cor,  xv .  10,  f  Heb.  iv.  10. 
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at  Fairfax ;  next  day  the  publick  meeting ; 
and,  on  Second  day,  one  for  publick  worfoipr 
and  the  difcipline  of  the  church;  and,  on 
Third  day,  a  large  publick  meeting  for  the 
youth  and  others.  I  was  _fhut  up  throng  rout, 
except  fome  clofe  communications  in  the  e  e 
meeting,  and  in  that  for  publick  workup  on 
Firft  day.  My  foul,  was  deeply  diftreffed  under 
a  fenfe  that  fome  were  neglecting  an  inward 
feeling  after  God ,  and  were  fooiith  y  oo  ving 
out  for  words.  Oh !  how  this  wounds  the 
living,  and  adds  to  the  bonds  of  thole  who 
have  no  other  to  look  to  but  the  Lord  alone  . 
Scarcely  any  thing  tends  more  powerfully  to  unit 
up  the  fprings  of  life.  Fourth  day,  16th,  at¬ 
tended  the  mid-week  meeting  at  the  fame 
place  ;  the  next  day  had  a  good  meeting  at  the 
Gap  ;  and  on  Sixth  and  Seventh  days,  feeing 
no  way  to  go  forward,  I  retted,  wrote,  and 
waited  for  further  directions. 

On  Firft  day,  the  20th,  I  attended  the 
meeting  again  at  Fairfax ;  our  friend  Peter 
Yarnail  alfo  attending  it,  on  a  religious  vifit. 
I  fat  long  in  fuffering  filence ;  but  at  length, 
franding  up,  got  forward  with  much  difficulty  5 
fuch  mountains  of  obftru&ion  lying  in  my 
way,  arifirig  from  the  ftates  of  fome  prefent  as 
I  believed, "that  I  feemed  not  enabled  to  get 
along  far  before  I  found  it  beft  to  fit  down, 
rather  abruptly ;  and  fitting  quiet  and  ftill  in 
mind,  although  I  doubt  not' but  many  prefent 
thought  me  a  fool,  yet  I  felt  refigned  to  endure 
their  ridicule.  But  after  fitting  a  good  while. 
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and  finding  I  could  not  leave;  the  place  eafy, 
and  the  meeting  having  continued  already  to 
an  uiiufua!  length,  I  Hood  up' again,  intending 
to  defire  another  meeting  next  day.  As  1 
was  not  hafty  to  utter  any  tiling,  but  waited  to 
reel  and  fee  my  way  in  every  word,  I  went 
on  fi  om  one  fentence  to  another  for  fornc  time, 
ftill  expecting  to  requefl  another  meeting  ;  but 
I  could^  not  find  liberty  fo  to  do  ;  and,  inflead 
tnereof,  finding  my  mind  gradually  and  unex¬ 
pectedly  opened  and  enlarged,  until  truth 
reigned  over  all,  I  attained  at  length  a  great 
degi  ee  .of  1  elief  to  my  mind;  and  the  meeting 
ended^  abundantly  more  to  my  fatishiction,  and 
that  of  lome  others,  than  I  had  expected  :  bleffed 
be  the  Helper  of  IfraeJ,  who  ftill  as  of  old, 

leadeth  the  blind  in  p atlas  they  have  not 
6  known!-* 

On  Fourth  day,  the  125th,  I  had  an  open 
good  meeting  at  Bufh-Creek  in  Maryland,  ' 
having  croffed  the  great  river  Potowmack  on 
Second  day,^  being,  as  I  hope,  clear  of  Vir, 
gjnra.  On  I1  if th  day,  26th,  had  a  very  good 
open  meeting  at  Pipe-Creek  in  Maryland;- 
aiHon  Seventh  day,  at  Monallen  in  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  lo  on  to  Huntingdon,  Warrington, 
Newbury,  and  York,  having  meetings  attach 
of  thefe  places  to  good  fatisfa&ion.  At  York 
I  had  three,  the  two  Jaffc  laborious ;  but  I  felt 
m  a  S0(xi  degree  clear  of  the  towm.  On 
Sixth  day,  the  iff  of  the  Firft  month,  1790, 

*  Ifaiah  xlii,  16,  - 
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I  went  to  a  place  called  Wright’s  Ferry,  on 
the  river  Sufquehanna,  where  I  had  a  pretty 
good  meeting  at  the  widow  Wright’s  houfe ; 
and  the  three  next  days,  three  Hefted  meet¬ 
ings  at  Lancafter,  Lampeter,  and  Sadfhury  ; 
then  on  Third  day,  the  5th,  another  fuch  at? , 
Eaft  Nottingham  in  Pennfylvania.  Next  day 
another  fuch  at  Weft  Nottingham  in  Maryland  ; 
on  the  day  following  another  at  Little-Britain 
in  Pennfylvania;  and  on  Sixth  day,  the  8th, 
a  Hefted  and  very  open  one  at  l)eer-Creek, 
over  Sufquehanna  in  Maryland.  On  Fir  ft  day, 
the  10th,  through  deep  fuftering,  I  was  con- 
fiderably  opened  and  enlarged  in  the  fore,  and 
afternoon  meetings  at  Baltimore.  I  ftaid  a 
few  days  in  this  place,  and  then  rode  to  Little 
Falls,  attending  the  meeting  there  on  Fifth 
day,  the  14th ;  and  fo  on  to  Salfafras,  (on  the 
eaftern  fhore  of  Maryland)  Head  of  Chefter, 
George-Town,  Cecil,  Chefter  meeting,  and 
Chefter-Town ;  then  to  Churchill,  Queen- 
Ann’s,  and  Teckahoe ;  having  open  good 
meetings  at  all  thefe  places,  to  the  humiliation 
of  my  mind,  and  bowing  me  into  thankfulnefs 
and  proftration  before  the  Lord  ;  who  alone 
giveth  ability  for  every  religious  fervice. 
Next  day,  being  Third  of  the  week,  and  26th 
of  the  month,  I  attended  the  Quarterly  meeting 
of  minifters  and  elders  at  Third-Haven  ;  the 
two  next  days  was  held  the  Quarterly  meeting 
for  church  difcipline  ;  and  on  the  day  following 
the  Monthly  meeting  there.  The  two  firft  of 
thefe  four  days  were  painfully  exercifmg ;  but 
through  patience  in  tribulation \  aud  not  pre¬ 
fuming 
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fuming  to  put  forth  a  hand,  or  go  forward, 
until  the  Shepherd  of  Ilrael  went  before  me, 
leading  me  on  in  the  openings  of  light  and  life, 
I  at  length  obtained  deliverance,  triumphed 
over  all  oppofition,  and,  coming  forth  from 
under  that  weight  of  death  and  darknefs  I  had 
felt,  found  renewed  ability  the  two  laft  days 
thoroughly  to  relieve  my  mind  among  them ; 
which  was  not  only  to  the  reproof  of  the  luke¬ 
warm  and  difobedient,  but  abundantly  to  the 
watering  and  refrefhment  of  thofe,  who  were 
truly  hungering  and  thirfting  after  righteoufnefe. 
I  was  made  ienfible  that  there  was  prefent  a 
little  remnant  who  truly  loved  the  Lord,  and 
whofe  meat  and  drink  it  was  to  do  his  will; 
and,  bleffed  be  his  holy  name  for  ever,  they, 
with  my  own  foul,  were  eminently  filled . 

7-  \  .  j'f 

Next  day  I  had  a  meeting  at  the  Bay-fide. 
It  was  filent  and  dull  for  a  long  time ;  after 
which  my  mouth  was  opened  in  the  pure 
gofpel  fpring,  and  the  meeting  continued  for 
fome  confiderable  time  longer,  in  a  very  open 
and  relieving  manner ;  the  nature  of  gof¬ 
pel  worfhip,  and  of  all  real  gofpel  miniftry, 
being  largely  opened  to  the  people  :  may  it 
fallen  as  a  nail  in  a  fure  place.  Oh !  how  I 
have  mourned  before  the  Lord,  under  a  fenfe 
of  the  death  and  formality  which  reigns  in 
Chriltendom ;  for  want  of  waiting  for  divine 
help,  and  by  pufhing  forward  hv  man’s  time 
and  ability  ;  which  brings  forth  but  a  form 
of  godlinefs  and  devotion,  without  the  life  and 
power  of  it. 
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%  On  Firft  day,  the  31ft,  I  had  a  very  large 
and  highly  favoured  meeting  at  Third-haven* 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  many  of 
whom  had  not  been  at  any  of  the  preceding 
meeting's  there.  Gofpel  light  fhined  eminently 
among  us,  and  I  hope  and  believe  inftru&ion 
was  fealed  on  fome  minds  prefent,  in  a  manner 
not  eafily  to  be  erafed.  The  two  next  days  we 
had  meetings  at  Choptank  and  Marfhy  Creek, 
both  precious  feafons,  after  long  waiting.  The 
two  days  following  thefe,  we  were  at  meeting 
with  the  Nicholites  (fo  called),  at  two  of  their 
meetingdioufes  ;  and,  after  long  and  painfi/1 
waiting,  I  laboured  among  them,  I  hope  to  the 
benefit  of  fome  of  their  fouls. 

After  this  we  went  into  Delaware  ftate,  and 
had  meetings  at  our  friend  Baptis  Lay’s,  at  Cold 
Spring,  Lewis-Town,  Three  Runs,  Mother- 
kill,  Frederico,  and  Mother-kill  again.  We 
were  helped  through  to  profit  and  relief  in 
them  all ;  though  moftly  in  a  way  much  to  the 
fubjeftion  of  our  own  creaturely  wills.  Oh ! 
what  need  there  is  to  lie  low,  and  rife  only  as 
the  pure  life  arifes,  left  we  be  found  offering 
ftrange  fire,  or  lifting  up  a  tool  on  the  Lord’s 
altar.  Contentment,  in  a  lowly  ftate,  and 
moving  on  gently  In  the  real  neceffity,  is 
highly  acceptable  to  Him  without  whom  wye 
can  do  nothing*  Here  we  acknowledge  his 
might  and  his  right  to  command  even  faithfulnefs 
in  the  little  ;  which  fails  not,  if  we  rightly  obey, 
to  make  us,  in  his  own  time,  rulers  over  much  ; 
and  fometimes  to  our  own  great  admiration. 
nO  Indeed 
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Indeed  it  was  fo  in  feveral  of  thefe  meetings ; 
that  at  Lewis-Town  and  that  at  Frederico  being 
tunes  o£  high  favour  :  the  people  were  moftly 
not  of  our  lociety,  no  meeting  of  Friends  being 
ufually  held  at  either  place.  Alio  the  meet¬ 
ings  at  Mother-kill  were,  in  the  end,  feafons 
oi  enlargement,  though  through  difficulty, 
hard  labour,  and  clofe  inward  attention  ;  efpe- 
cially  the  laft,  wherem  the  Lord  eminently 
evinced  to  us,  beyond  all  room  for  doubt, 
l\-dl  when  he  opens,  none  can  ffiut.  For  he 
did  remarkably  both  ffiut  and  open;*  and 
even  before  he  opened  the  way  in  full  clear- 
nefs,  he  brought  us  under  a  neceffity  of  la¬ 
bouring  in  the  little,  wherein  dear  Mary  Berry, 
a  ffiikul  labourer,  was  made  victorious ;  but 
we  both  found  that  move  ever  fo  carefully 
and  gently,  as  in  the  real  neceffity,  it  was 
not  for  a  long  feafon  the  Lord's  time  or  will  to 
open  fully,  or  give  us  to  reign..  The  feed  was 
under  fullering,  and  we  mult  fuffer  with  it,  as  we 
did  very  deeply  and  painfully,  and  laboured 
in  great  bow7ednefs  and  abafement.  But,  bleffed 
be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  in  his  own  time, 
ever  heft,  he  marvelloufly  arofe,  and  opened  the 
way  with  clearnefs :  then,  all  that  was  oppofed 
proved  unable  to  ffiut  it ! 

We  then  had  meetings  at  Dover  and  Little 
Creek,  both  highly  favoured.  At  the  clofe  of 
that  at  Little  Creek,  I  had  to  part  with  my  faid 
friend  Mary  Berry,  Richard  Bartlet,  his  wife* 
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(a  worthy  friend) ,  and  JohnDickenfon.  A  tender 
parting  it  was,  not  eafily  to  be  forgotten :  may 
the  Lord  hold  them,  and  my  own  foul,  in  his 
holy  hand  For  ever  !  On  Second  day,  the  14th 
of  the  Second  month,  we  were  at  Duck-Creek  ; 
Third  day,  at  Appoquinamink ;  Fourth,  at 
White-Clay  Creek  ;  Fifth,  at  Wilmington  :  all 
good  open  meetings,  the  two  firft  very  re¬ 
lieving  \  in  the  two  lad.  reliet  was  obtained 
through  clofe  attention .  and  creaturely  fub- 
jettion.  I  then  went  to  Philadelphia.  On 
Fird  day,  the  20th,  I  attended  in  the  fore¬ 
noon  the  meeting  at  Pine  Street,  afternoon 
at  the  Bank,  and  in  the  evening  at  Market 
Street.  On  Second  day,  the  Seleft  morning 
meeting ;  Third  day,  Monthly  meeting  at 
the  Bank ;  Fourth  day,  the  Monthly  meet¬ 
ing  at  Pine  Street ;  Fifth  day,  Preparative 
meeting  at  Market  Street,  where  alfo  was  a 
marriage ;  and  on  Sixth  day,  the  Monthly 
meeting  of  Friends  belonging  to  Market  Street 
meeting.  My  mind  was  deeply  baptized  into 
fympathy  with  the  differing  feed  in  all  thefe 
meetings ;  but  as  I  was  favoured  and  enabled 
to  keep  in  the  life,  and  attentive  to  the  open¬ 
ings  thereof,  I  got  relief  from  day  to  day,  in 
a  line  of  clofe  plain  dealing;  which  was  to  me 
very  laborious,  to  fome  prefent  very  alarming, 
and  to  others  greatly  confolating  and  encourag¬ 
ing. 

And  now,  finding  my  mind  greatly  relieved 
from  a  heavy  weight  of  exercife,  I  had  to  be¬ 
hold  the  great  danger  of  taking  my  flight  on 
a  day  of  reft  and  pleafantnefs.  Oh,  how  care¬ 
ful 
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fill  ought  we  to  be  in  all  our  words  and' 
actions ;  left,  feeling  eaie  and  liberty  in  our 
minds,  vve  tranfgrefs  the  holy  limits  and  boun¬ 
daries  of  truth,  offend  feme  of  the  little 
ones,  and  wound  our  own  fouls  !  O,  thou 
only  preferver  of  men,  preferve  me,  I  pray 
thee,  in  a  humble  watchful  ftate,  with  mine 
eye  Angle  to  thy  holy  light,  both  in  heights, 
and  depths,  henceforth  for  ever!  Amen! 


On  Seventh  day,  the  27th,  I  left  the  city, 
and  rode  to  Biberry,  to  the  houfe  of  that 
deeply  experienced  -minifter  of  the  gofpel, 
James  Thornton,  whom  I  much  loved  and  ho¬ 
noured  :  his  health  was  ill,  but  I  felt  him  to 
be  alive  in  the  everlafting  truth.  I  felt  near 
and  dear  unity  with  him  in  the  inward  cove¬ 
nant  of  divine  life,  where  I  law  and  felt-  him 
hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  grown  up  to  the 
ftature  of  a  man  in  Chrift,  and  into  the  hea¬ 
venly  authority  and  eftablilhment,  as  a  pillar  in 
the  temple  of  God,  that  lit  all  go  no  more 
out.  I  was  much  edified  by  his  convention, 
and  judicious  unaffected  remarks.  Oh  !  that 
my  latter  end  may  be  like  his  !  Next  day  I  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  at  Biberry,  and,  being 
livingly  opened  into  the  ftate  of  things  among 
them,  and  helped  to  difeharge  my  mind  in 
Truth’s  holy  authority,  1  felt  great  relief  and  fa- 
tisfaftion.  And  the  day  following,  having  fpent 
a  little  more  time  with  my  dear  friend  James 
Thornton,- and  vifited  his  fon  Jofeph,  a  choice 
young  man,  but  very  low,  and  likely  before 
long  to  finifh  his  courfe -here,  I  parted  with  them 

in 


JOB  SCOTT.'  263 

in  fulnefs  of  gofpel  endearment,  and  rode  to 
Wrightftown;  where  next  day  I  had  an  open 
precious  time  at  their  Monthly  meeting.  dhen 
went  home  with  my  dear  friend  John  Simpfon, 
who,  having  been  on  a  religious  vifit  in  New- 
England  lince  I  left  home,  had  kindly  vifited 
my  dear  wife  and  family,  to  his  own,  and  I 
doubt  not  to  their,  fatisfaftion  and  comfort. 

Next  day,  the.Fourth  of  the  week,  and  3d  of 
the  Third  month,  I  went  to  fee  my  kind  friend 
Thomas  Smith  and  his  family,  ol  Bucking¬ 
ham,  where,  and  at  whole  houfe,  my  dear 
former  companion  Jofeph  Mitchel  was  fick 
and  died.  We  were  glad  to  fee  each  other; 
and  Thomas  kindly  rode  with  me  to  King- 
wood  in  Weft  New  Jerfey,  over  the  river 
Delaware;  where,  on  Fifth  day,  I  had  a  good 
refrefhing  meeting  ;  and  another  on  Sixth  day  » 
at  our  friend  Jofeph  Moore’s,  to  a  degree  of 
fatisfa&ion.  Then  I  returned  to  Kingwood, 
parting  with  Thomas  at  Jofeph  Moore*?.  I  ftaid 
at  Kingwood  (not  being  clear)  until  after  the 
meeting  on  Firft  day  the  7th  of  the  month ; 
an  open,  large,  and  enlarged  meeting  it  was, 
to  my  great  relief,  and  I  truft,  to  the  killing 
benefit  of  divers  others.  I  then  had  meetings 
on  Third  day  at  Hardwick,  and  Fifth  day,  at 
Mendham  ;  in  both  truth  wrought  relief  and 
enlargement.  And  feeling  clear  of  thefe  parts, 

I  went  to  New  York,  where,  on  Firft  day,  the 
14th,  my  mind  and  mouth  were  livingly  open¬ 
ed  ;  which  had  never  been  the  cafe  in  that  city  ; 
filence  having  always  been  my  lot  when 
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there  before  :  but  now  my  tongue  was  loofed, 
though  in  a  clofe  and  fomewhat  alarming 
manner,  yet  greatly  to  my  own  peace,  both 
fore  and  afternoon.  After  which  was  held, 
by  appointment,  an  evening  meeting  :  it  was 
large,  and  dear  Ifaac  Everett,  of  Pennfylvania, 
now  on  his  return  from  a  religious  vilit  into 
New  England,  was  livingly  opened  and  fa¬ 
voured  therein.  I  alfo  had  a  few  words  in 
this  meeting,  and  then  felt  clear  of  the  city. 
But  Ifaac  appointed  another  meeting  next  day  ; 
and  I  (laid  and  attended  it :  he  was  helped  to 
declare  deep  truths  in  Truth's  authority,  and 
the  defire  of  my  heart  was  and  is,  that  they 
may  be  duly  regarded. 

On  Third  day  I  left  the  city,  and  was  next  day 
at  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Weftbury  on  Long 
Ifland;  Fifth  day  at  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Jeri¬ 
cho  ;  Sixth  day  at  meeting  at  Martinacock  ; 
Seventh  day  at  Cow-Neck  ;  Firfl  day  at  Weft¬ 
bury  again;  and  on  Second  day  at  Bethphage. 
On  the  whole  being  greatly  relieved  in  fpirit 
after  thefe  meetings,  wherein  I  had  known 
much  iul  jcftion  of  the  creaturely  will,  I  found 
my  mind  quite  clear  and  eafy :  and  fo,  taking 
an  hearty  farewel  of  my  dear  friends  on  the 
Ifland,  I  let  out  for  New-Englapd,  and  got 
home  to  my  dear  wife  and  family  on  Seventh 
day,  the  27th  of  faid  Third  month.  And  being 
thankful  in  heart  in  finding  them  in  ufual 
health,  and  having  to  believe  that  I  had  finifti- 
ed  the  fervice  required  of  me  at  this  time, 
and  had  been  directed  and  enabled  to  return 
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as  I  went  forth,  in  the  Lord’s  own  time  and 
will,  I  bowed  low  in  inward  awfulnefs  and 
proftration  before  him ;  once  more  giving  up 
and  dedicating  my  life  and  my  all  to  his  fer- 
vice:  in  full  faith  and  affurance  that,  if  I  rely 
wholly  on  him,  and  remain  to  be  given  up  to 
be  juft  where  and  what  he  pleafes  ;  to  go  at  his 
command,  and  come  at  his  command,  and  at 
his  command  ftand  ftill;  he  will  not  fail  or  for- 
fake  me  ;  but  will  bear  up,  fupport,  and  pre- 
ferve,  through  all  toffings,  tempefts,  and  dan¬ 
gers,  both  inward  and  outward  :  and  that 
4  though  the  fig-tree  ftiould  not  blofibm,  nor 
c  fruit  be  in  the  vine ;  though  the  labour  of 
x  the  olive  ftiould  fail,  the  flocks  be  cut  off 
<  from  the  fold,  and  no  herd  be  in  the  ftall 
though  all  earthly  confolation  ftiould  fail ;  yet 
ftill  I  may,  and  if  fteadfaftly  patient  and  faith¬ 
ful  certainly  (hall,  amidft  all  confii&s,  dangers, 
and  toils,  at  times  and  feafons,  c  rejoice  in  the 
4  Lord,  and  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation # 
and  finally  fing  his  praife  for  ever,  in  that 
habitation,  the  houfe  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens. 

My  dear  wife  and  children,  as  alfo  my 
friends,  appeared  glad  of  my  fafe  return  to 
them  again  ;  and  on  my  owm  part,  I  was  truly 
glad  once  more  to  be  favoured  with  their  en¬ 
deared  company  and  converfation.  May  we  all 
fo  abide  in  the  holy  root  of  life,  and  fo  under 
the  influence  and  direction  of  the  inward  light* 

O  * 
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as  that  \\e  may  be  mutual  helps  and' encourage- 
ments  to  each  other,  in  the  arduous  path  and 
pilgrimage  of  a  truly  Chriftian  life ;  through 
the  remaining  courfe  of  time  allotted  us  in  this 

vale  of  tears,  this  fcene  of  viciffitudes,  tribu- 
lauons,  and  joys. 

I^vas  out  on  this  exercifing  journey  a  year 
and  about  fifteen  days ;  and  travelled,  by  com¬ 
putation,  about  five  thoufand  three  hundred 
iiiiics.  And  though  my  trials  and  inward  ex- 
eiches  xidvc  often  been  more  deeply  proving 
tnan  I  have  words  to  convey,  to  any  who  have 
2:Ot  travelled  a  path  of  like  painful  experience  $ 
yet  I  have  ever  found,  that  as  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience  haye  been  abode  im,  and  bufferings 
quietly  fubmitted  to,  the  reful t  has  been,  a 
coming  forth  with  longs  of  praife  and  hallelu¬ 
jahs,  into  the  victory  and  dominion  of  Truth, 
and  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  ions  of  God. 
And  L  think  I  may  fay,  that  through  Divine 
help,  without  which  I  know  I  can  do  nothing, 

1  have  been  preferved,  through  fome  of  the 
deepefl  probations,  and  tribulations  of  my  life, 
in  more  conflant  refignation  to  the  Divine  will, 
than  ever  was  for  a  like  fpace  of  time,  and 
under  equal  extremity  of  trial  and  varied  an¬ 
xiety,  my  attainment  and  experience  before. 
Blefled  for  ever,  over  all,  be  the  great  name 
of  the  Lord ;  and  to  him  be  all  the  praife  J 
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,  CHAP.  IX. 

An  account  of  his  Wife's  laft  ficknefs  and  death. 
Some  of  her  Dying  Sayings,  and  his  peculiar 
exercifcs  and  trials  at  that  time,  and  efpecially 
on  that  occafion. 

HAVING  thus  performed  the  fervice  re¬ 
quired  of  me  in  the  Southern  States,  I 
paifed  near  three  years  at  and  about  home  ; 
and  had,  as  ufual,  many  clofe  trials  and  be- 
fetments  to  pafs  through  from  time  to  time: 
and,  in  the  Seventh  month,  1791,  it  pleafed  the 
Mofl:  High  to.  prove  me  in  a  very  near  and 
heart-exercifing  manner,  in  the  removal  by 
death  of  my  dearly  beloved  wife.  This  trial 
came  at  a  time  when  I  was  otherwife  deeply 
plunged  into  many  probations,  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly.  Itiy  flate  indeed,  to  me,  bore 
a  lively  refemblance  to  that  of  Job  of  old  : 
wave  on  wave,  and  forrow  upon  forrow,  deem¬ 
ed  almoft  ready  to  fwallow  me  up.  But  the 
Lord  had  an  end  in  all  my  forrows  :  and  had 
he  not  been  with  me  in  the  deeps,  and  borne 
up  my  head  above  the  waters,  I  had  been 
fwallowed  up  fuddenly,  and  drowned  in  the 
mighty  waters  of  affliction  ! 

I  thought  before  my  wife's  ficknefs,  it  was 
very  doubtful  whether  I  fhould  ever  get  fafely 
through  my  many  befetments :  and,  alas 1  in 
the  midft  of  thefe  trials,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  take  from  me  the  dear  partner  of  my  joys. 
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and  fympathizer  in  my  forrows.  She  was 
confined  to  her  bed-chamber  two  weeks ;  du- 
ring  great  part  of  which  time,  fhe  wras  in 
exquifite  bodily  pain,  which  fhe  bore  with 
becoming  patience.  One  day  fhe  lay  ftill  and 
quiet,  as  if  fhe  was  in  a  flumber ;  but,  on 
hearing  it  remarked  at  night,  that  it  had  been 
a  favourable  day  to  her  as  to  pain,  fhe  faid  that 
it  had  been  a  day  of  much  pain  to  her,  though 
fhe  had  not  complained ;  for  fhe  felt  no  liberty 
•to  complain,  but  found  it  her  place  to  bear 
all  that  was  laid  upon  her  patiently.  I  kept 
an  account  of  divers  lively  expreffions,  tvhich 
dropped  from  her  in  her  ficknefs,  and  which 
abundantly  evinced  her  refignation  of  mind, 
and  acquiefcence  with  the  divine  will,  in  regard 
to  her  approaching  diffoluiion  ;  wdiich  fhe 
teemed  clearly  fenfible  of,  and  divers  times 
ipoke  of ;  but  what  I  wrote  was  miflaid,  and 
I  have  not  fince  found  it.  I  much  regret  the 
V>fs  of  it,  and  efpecially,  becaufe  her  advice  to 
our  dear  children  might  have  been  very  ufeful. 
She  alfo  gave  very  luitable  advice  to  her  bro¬ 
thers  and  fift ers ;  and  expreffed  her  thankful- 
nefs  to  her  parents,  for  their  wratchful  and  even 
reftraining  care,  exercifed  towards  her  in  her 
younger  years,  when  fhe  ufed  to  think  a  little 
more  liberty  would  have  been  no  harm  :  but 
now  file  faw  fhe  was  then  too  ignorant  of  the 
dangerous  tendency  of  thofe  liberties,  and 
rejoiced  that  they  did  not  give  way  to  her  in¬ 
clinations.  She  preffed  it  upon  her  brothers 
and  filters  to  remember  their  parents  in  their 

old  age  j  told  them,  they  had  done  much  for 

them 
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them  when  they  were  unable  to  help  them- 
felves ;  'now  as  they  were  growing  old  and 
feeble,  to  be  kind  to  them,  and  not  forget 
them.  She  alfo  defired  them  not  to  forget  their 
brother  (meaning  myfelf)  faying,  6  He  will  have 
4  many  affliction s  to  pafs  through,  with  much 
*  cared  And  likewife,  4  forget  not  thefe  little 
4  children ;  they  will  mifs  their  mother,  and 
4  need  the  care  of  their  uncles  and  aunts.5  And, 
fpeaking  to  one  of  her  filters,  {he  laid,  c  Thou 
•4  haft  done  a  great  deal  for  them,  and  muft  not 
4  think  of  doing  lefs  when  their  mother  is  gone/ 


She  charged  it  upon  our  children  to  be 
obedient  to  their  father,  loving  to  one  an¬ 
other,  and  good  to  their  aged  grandfather. 
Two  friends  coming  in,  who  had  both  been 
widowers,  after  feveral  other  weighty  expref- 
fions,  fhe  defired  them  not  to  forget  the  af¬ 
filiated  ;  told  them  they  knew  fomething  of  fuch 
trials  as  her  dear  hufband  would  be  furrounded 
with,  and  that  file  hoped  they  would  not  be 
unmindful  of  him.  I  can  fcarcely  write  this 
account,  without  regretting  the  lofs  of  that  I 
wrote  from  day  to  day  in  her  ficknefs. 


One  day,  after  exprefling  her  entire  willing- 
nefs  to  be  taken  hence  at  this  time,  file  faid  to 
me,  4  but  I  have  feveral  times  thought  I  fhouki 
4  have  been  willing  to  have  taken  the  care  of 
4  thefe  dear  children  a  little  longer,  if  it  had 
4  been  the  Divine  will;  and  I  have  thought,  if  it 
4  might  have  been  fo  ordered,  I  could  have  given 
4  up  every  thing  that  might  have  been  called 

»  3  "  for 
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'or  ’ even  ^  had  been  to  give  thee  up  to 

*  }ravel  in  trath’s  fervicc,  Jet  the  time  be 
4  011 8  cj  01  fliorter.  I  have  always  given  thee 
t  UP  W!tb  a  g°°d  degree  of  cheerfulnefs,  and 
t  !lave  been  Supported  in  thy  abfence  bevond 
‘  expectation;  and  yet  I  have  often  thought, 

,incc  thy  return  front  thy  laft  journey,  that 
I  did  not  know  that  i  could  ever  give  thee 
‘  up  again,  or  bear  up  in  thy  abfence.  But  in 
‘  this  ftcknefs,  I  have  felt  as  though  I  could 
give  up  all,  if  I  might  be  fpared  a  little 
‘  longer  to  help  along  in  the  care  of  the  chi I- 

*  dtott.  It  has  feemed  to  me  tltat  I  fltould  give 
ihee  up,  my  dear  hufband,  to  go  wherever 
the  Lord  might  lead  thee  ;  it  has  feemed  fo, 
but  may  be  it  would  not  be  fo  with  me,  if  I 

*  fltould  be  tried  with  it ;  and  perhaps  I  fhail 
'*  be  taken  away,  that  thou  'mayeft  be  fet 

more  fully  at  liberty  to  attend  to  the  Lord’s 
4  requirings,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  he 
4  may  fee  meet  to  employ  thee.’  Then  fhe 
exprtfled  her  deep  fenfe  of  my  kindnefs  to  her 
in  her  ftcknefs ;  and  her  heart-felt  fympathy 
with  me  in  my  trials,  part,  prefent,  and  to 
come ;  and  her  living  defires  for  my  fupport 
and  prefervation  through  all,  to  the  end  of 
my  race ;  in  fuch  a  moving  manner,  that  the 
frefh  fenfe  thereof  melts  my  heart,  when  I 
recolleft  the  time  and  fubftance  of  the  ccn- 
verfiition  ;  and  I  truft  I  Lhall  not  foon,  if  ever, 

forget  the  endearment  and  folemnity  attend¬ 
ing  it. 

On  my  going  into  the  rooia  very  {hortfy 

before 
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before  the  fcene  was  clofed  with  her  here,  fhe 
expreiTed  great  gladnefs  at  leeing  me,  and  that 
file  had  been  defiring  me  to  come.  I  believe 
Hie  was  fenlible  her  end  was  juft  approaching. 
She  expreffed  great  thankfulnefs  to  her  dear 
young  friend  A.  A.  for  the  great  care  fhe  had 
taken  of  her  through  the  night.  All  that  was 
alive  in  me  was  moved  at  this  time,  for  I  faw 
fhe  was  juft  going.  Oh  !  how  expreffively  fhe 
looked  upon  me  !  how  endearing  her  expref- 
flons !  But  Ihe  was  foon  pall  converfation;  and 
refigned  her  foul  up  to  Him  who  gave  it,  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  the  Seventh  month, 
1791,  dying  of  a  putrid  diforder ;  and  was 
buried  the  6th,  in  Friends  burying-ground  in 
Providence#  r  i 

Through  divine  help  my  mind  was  pretty 
well  ftayed,  though  deeply  affeifted  and  ten¬ 
derly  moved  through  her  ficknefs,  death,  and 
burial.  And  through  all,  and  after  all,  I  have 
this  confolation,  that  her  foul  was  centered  in 
divine  love,  and  fweetened  with  a  fore-tafte 
of  heavenly  enjoyment.  And  though  painful 
to  me  the  reparation,  and  trying  in  many  of 
my  lonely  moments  ;  yet  in  God  I  have  con¬ 
fidence  and  hope  of  confolation,  and  I  dare 
not  do  any  other  than  blefs  his  Holy  Name  in 
every  trial :  and- if  he  but  preferve  my  foul 
alive  in  him,  and  faithful  in  his  covenant,  all 
elfe  I  yield  to  his  all-wife  difpofal. 

Many  a  mournful  day  and  anxious  night  did 
J  pafs  through,  in  this  my  lonefome  condition, 

n  4  and 
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«nd  in  a  deep-relt  fenfe  or  the  buffetings  of 
oatan  within ,  and  certain  outward  probations, 
ni  wifdora  fufiercd  to  befet  me.  1  faw  clearly 
redeemed  from  many  things  wherein 
'  ;,e  are  taking  fatisfactron,  if  I  would  live 
B/no1'-}’  imto  God.  I  faw  alfo  that  he  buffered 
me  to  be  many  ways  afflicted,  in  order  that  I 
nH8/u  oe  lo  redeemed.  Sometimes  it'  feemed 
as  if  I  could  fcarce  live  through  my  inward 
baptiims,  and  outward  befetments ;  yet  flill 
-1  prelTed  forward,  until,  in  a  time  of  deep  dif-/ 
trefs,  I  found  relief  and  confolation,  in  re- 
membering  that  fome  of  the  molt  diftreffhm 
mornings  of  my  life,  have  been  followed  by 
fome  of  the  molt  happy  and  joyful  evenings; 
and  fome  of  tne  molt  melancholy  evenings, 
by  mornings  of  moll  fubftantial  gladnefs : 
therefore  I  drew  the  following  conclufion : 

I  ivilljlrive  to  moderate  my  joy  in  the  moment  of 
prof  per  if y  •  and  in  the  hour  of  adverfty ,  I  will 
endeavour  to  hope ;  for  though  for  row  may  remain 
for  the  night ,  yet  ‘  joy  cometh  in  the  morning.’  * 

*  Pfalni  xxx.  5,  . 
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C  H  A  P.  X. 

Extracts  from  his  Diary,  and  an  Account  of  his 

Vifit  into  Connecticut. 

Seventh  mo.  i2th,T  FEEL  that  I  (land  in 
1791.  jL  need  of  a  renewal  of  my 

ftrength,  in  regard  to  religious  life  and  pro- 
grefs,  and  am  afrelh  confirmed  that  a  Chrifiian  s 
life  is  (as  he  minds  his  proper  bufmefs)  a  con¬ 
tinual  warfare.  O,  my  foul,  watch  and  pray 
continually,  and  think  not  to  get  forward 
rightly  by  an  intermitting  watch ;  a  watch 
fometimes  pretty  well  maintained,  and  anonr 
almoft  or  quite  negle<fted :  for  be  allured 
the  enemy  will  make  an  inroad  upon  thee,  it 
thou  thus  negleft  the  watch.  O,  Holy  Father, 
and  Fountain  of  light,  life,  and  ftrength ! 
I  pray  thee,  enable  me  to  watch  and  pray 
without  ceafmg*  _ 

'  1 6th  day.  Afilifted  and  not  comforted  ;  yet 
dare  not  let  go  my  hold,  nor  look  out  to 
vifibles  for  enjoyment..  My  ftate  feemeci  that 
of  almoft  total  abftinence*  23d.  Humbled  and 
bowed  in  grateful  proftration  and  reverence^ 
in  contemplating  on  the  wonderful  goodnefs  of 
God  to-  mankind  through  all  ages,  efpecially 
in  opening  and  revealing,  by  his  Floly  Spirit, 
the  deep  things  of  his  heavenly  kingdom,  to 
poor  frail  man.  27th,  A  day  of  great  delive¬ 
rance  and  enlargement  in  gofpel  authority  in 

*5,  .  the 


274  JOURNAL  OF  ' 

tue  ran  miry  and  doctrine  of  Chriff ;  and  fome 
faithful  labours  for  the  good  of  the  brethren, 
m  a  mote  private  way.  28th,  Sat  under  my 
own  vine  and  fig-tree,  where  none  could  make 
aii aid,  ^2grh,  I  find  yet  need  of  dying  daily,  and 
have  in  good  degree  fubmitted  to  it  this  day. 
Lord,  let  not  thine  hand  fpare,  nor  thine 
e)e  P'ty>  thou  bring  forth  judgment  unto 
victory  in  me.  5th  of  Eighth"  month,  I  feel 
that  my  God  has  greatly  weaned,  and  is  wean¬ 
ing  me ;  but  I  want  to  be  able  to  fay,  through 
and  wnh  my  Saviour,  4  I  have  overcome  the 
‘  world.’*  I  greatly  defire  fully  and  unre- 
fervedly  to  die  to  every  thing  that  is  not  of  the 
Father;  whether  it  be  of  the  world,  the  fieflr, 
or  the  devil ;  in  fhort,  to  know  an  overcoming 
of  all  evil,  and  all  evil  motions  and  defires, 
fo  as  that  they  may  die  at  the  root.  And,  in¬ 
deed,  this  is  the  only  true  and  effe&ual  over¬ 
coming  ;  for  4  now  alfo  the  ax  is  laid  unto  the 
root  of  the  tree,’-)-  not  to  the  branches  only,  to 
lop  and  crop  them,  but  to  cut  up  the  tree  at 
the  very  root.  And  talk  what  men  will  of  im-  ' 
putation,  none  are  thofe  overcomers  to  whom 
the  promife  is  made,  and  will  be  performed-, 
that,  they  ffiall  4  eat  of  the  hidden  manna ;  + 
s  have  a  right  to  the  tree  of  |j  life  5 ’  4  receive 
‘  a  white  Rone  and  a  name;  ’  4  enter  in  through 
‘  the  gates  into  the  city,’  and  be  made  4  pillars 
‘  in  the  temple  of  God,  that  lhall  go  no  more 
4  out;’ §  but  thofe  who  maintain  the  warfare 

*  John  xvi  33.  f  Mat.  iii.  10.  J  Rev.  ii.  17. 
it  Ibid.  xxii.  14.  §  Ibid,  iii,  1 2. 
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again  ft  fin,  until  Satan  be  wholly  bmifed  under 
them,  and  the  law  ‘  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
‘  Chrift  Jefus  have  fet  them  free  from  the  law  of 
‘  fin  and  death.’  O,  Blelfed  Holy  God,  and 
Father  of  all  our  fure  mercies!  lead  on,  I  pray 
thee,  as  thou  haft  begun,  my  exercifed  foul, 
through  all  the  remaining  fteps  and  ftages  of 
fanftification,  until  true  judgment  break  forth 
unto  viftory  over  all  fin  in  me. 

6th,  Bleflfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord !  the 
work  goes  on.  Righteoufnefs  is  laid  to  the  line, 
and  judgment  to  the  plumb-line,  in  my  foub 
Lord,  (pare  not,  nor  ftay  thy  hand  ;  cleanfe 
thoroughly  the  floor  of  my  heart,  and  burn  up 
all  the  chaff  in  me,  with  thy  baptizing  unquench¬ 
able  fire.  19th,  I  feel  much  reconciled  to  the 
Divine  will,  and  therein  to  all  my  fufferings  and 
afflictions,  inward  and  outward  ;  and  do  not 
wifli  them  removed  until  they  have  done  all 
for  which  the  Lord  leads  me  into  them.  And 
further,  it  is  my  defire,  that  I  may  never  feek  or 
take  fatisfaCtion  in  any  thing  this  world  affords, 
otherwife  than  according  to  God’s  moft  holy 
will ;  but  that  I  may  receive  every  bleffigg, 
every  favour,  comfort,  and  confolation,  as  alfo 
every  trial,  affliction,  crofs,  and  difappointment, 
as  coming  from  his  hand  :  and  fo  learn  truly  to 
6  rejoice  evermore,  and  in  every  thing  to  give 
c  thanks.’*  So  let  it  be,  Q  Lord, my  God, 
for  ever ;  and  may  I,  in  every  purfuit,  attend 
to  thy  counfel  and  direction.  May  I  fee  in 
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'hit S’  thjt  ‘‘i  “  nece^aiT  and  expedient 
tltal  S  t!Sl  th!s  cr  "■«.  Alter  fpS- 

nSemed„tW'eing  ”  y 

“nd  I  ’  t  v’  a"d  ,ab0"r>  of  eitheV 

o  re  and  hl^  rdlanc'  °”  ,hy  Providential 
care  and  bieffing,  prevent  all  improper  hafte 

Oxters 
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g  ther  foi  the  good  of  every  foul  that  truly 
loves  thee  ;  and  that  the  onl/right  way  for  me 

is°  to  aft°te  it6  Pr°fperity  of  my  Putuie  days, 
i  t  to  aft  well  my  part  to-day,  in  thy  counfol  • 

leaving  the  difpofal  of  events  to  thy  providential  - 

wridom  and  goodnefs.  Thus  ill  day  unto 

day  utter  fpeech,  and  night  unto  nigh  foe w 

knowledge.  One  day’s  work,  bein|  rightly 

fJone,  will  tend  towards  the  right  opening  tj 

and  performing  aright,  the  work  and  forvice 

of  the  fucceeding  day :  and  here  will  be  found 

no  occafion  to  anticipate  the  difficulties  of  the 

morrow,  for  ‘  Sufficient  unto-the  day  is  the  evil 

thereof.  *  ,.On  the  one  hand,  there  will  be’ 

350  t,me  to  be  idle ;  nor  on  the  other,  to  be 

over  anxious  or  troubled.  If  fparrows  foil  not 

•o  the  ground  without  God’s  Providence; 

mrjy  lie  will  never  leave  nor  forfake  the  foul 

that  trufteth  in  him.  ‘  The  life,’  indeed,  ‘  js 

more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment.’ 

*  Mat.  vi,  34, 

Sift. 


JOE  SCOTT..  2 77 

2 1  ft,  Highly  favoured  and  greatly  relieved 
Was  my  exercifed  mind,  in  the  meeting  at 
Uxbridge.  Truth’s  teftimony  flowed  like  oil, 
and  important  doftrines  were  therein  opened  to 
the  people.  28th,  Tl  his  morning,  I  truft, 
my  mind  is  in  fubje&ion  to-  the  divine  will y 
though  heavily  laden  with  inward  exercife*- 
O,  gracious  God,  deliver  me  from  all  evil,, 
and  make  me  wholly  thine  !  In  our  forenoon 
meeting  my  foul  praifed  God  in  filent  adoration, 
on  the  banks  of  heart-felt  deliverance.  Dear 
Mary  Ridgeway  and  Jane  Watfon,  from  Ire- 
land, '  attended,  and  were  livingly  opened  in 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  fpoke  with  life  and 
precifion  to  feveral  ftates  prefent.  I  think 
words  never  dropped  from  human  lips  that 
ever  fank  deeper  into  my  heart,  than  a  few 
that  dear  Mary  uttered  towards  the  clofe  of 
her  teftimony.  Speaking  to  the  Lord’s  tried 
fervants,  fhe  mentioned,  that  where  Ghrift  is, 
there  they  muft  be  ;  that  {he  had  felt  her  mind 
very  nearly  united  in  deep  fympathy  with  fome 
very  clofely  tried  fouls  prefent ;  and  added, 
c  And  it  is  with  me  juft  to  revive  in  the  re- 
€  membrance  of  thefe,  what  Chrift  faid  to  his 

*  dear  difciples,  Te  are  they  which  have  con - 

*  tinned  with  me  in  my  temptations ,  and  I  ap - 
€  point  unto  you  a  kingdom d*  Oh!  there  is 
deep  meaning  in  it.  My  foul  felt  it  in  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant  of  divine  light  and  life,  and 
well  underftood  the  meaning  of  it.  Verily, 
unlefs  we  not  only  know  what  it  is  to.  be  with 

f  Luke  xxii,  28,  2 9* 
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him  in  Ins  temptations  now  and  then  a  little 
while,  but  to  continue  with  him  to  the  end 
Without  forfaiting  him,  we  cannot  reign  with 
him  in  his  kingdom.  But,  Ah  !  faith  my  foul, 
the  fore  and  almolt  inexpreffible  tribulations 
snd  conflifts,  that  are  endured  by  fuch,  for  a 

feafon,  as  do  truly  and  faithfully  continue  with 
him  in  his  temptations ! 

Formalifts  may  dream  conceive  and  talk 
about  them  \  blit  none  know  the  depth  thereof, 
but  fuch  as  do,  through  all  pain,  peril,  and 
probation,  continue  with  him .  Bow  low,  O 

my  foul,  and  blefs  his  name  for  ever,  that  he 
has  thus  far  enabled  thee  to  be  with  him ,  not 
only  in  his  reign,  but  again  and  again  in  po- 
v~ity,  j Hirelings,  and  death  !  Thou  knoweft, 
thou  deeply,  painfully,  and  joyfully  knoweft, 
that  this  leads  to,  and  mull  precede,  thy  fe  1- 
lowfhip  with  him  in  glory.  But  fing,  O  ye  . 
heavens,  and  fhout  for  joy,  ye  redeemed  louls 
on  earth !  as  the  pilgrimage,  though  painful, 
is  rightly  continued,  and  he  is  continued  with 
through  ail ,  tne  conlolation  follows,  when 
the  angcas  minuter  to  him,  and  us  as  fellow- 
heirs  of  God,  yea,  joint-heirs  of  glory.  Every 
figh,  and  every  forrow,  is  far  more  than  corn- 
penlated  to  us.  therefore,  O  thou  tribulated 
follower  of  Ghrift  in  the  regeneration,  hold 
on  thy  way,  faint  not,  hold  faff  that  thou  haft 
received,  let  no  man  take  thy  crown  be 
thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  he  will-give  thee 
a  crown  of  life. 


-Afternoon 


2  79 


JOB  SCOTT* 

Afternoon,  my  foul  bowed  low  before  the 
Lord  in  reverent  thankful  adoration,  and 
blefled  his  Holy  Name.  And  may  his  name 
be  bleffed  and  praifed  for  ever  by  me,  and  all 
the  living’.  Oh!  the  living  the  living!  they 
alone  can  praile  him.  The  dead  may  fing  in 
the  dead  letter ;  but  cannot  praife  nor  cele¬ 
brate  the  name  of  the  Lord  Almighty.  This 
has  been  a  day  of  divine  favour,  after  a  fcene 
of  almoft  unutterable  anxiety  and  bitternefs  of 
foul,  for  much  of  many  days  and  weeks  part  : 
the  exercifes  attending  me  through  which,  the 
Lord  my  God  alone  is  fully  acquainted  with. 
But  enough  it  is,  that  he  knows  them  tho¬ 
roughly,  and  that  with  him  in  fecret  every 
figh  is  numbered,  and  every  tear  bottled  up  in 
remembrance  ;  and  will  certainly,  as  his  will 
is  fteadily  abode  in,  be  changed  into  wine, 
new,  in  his  heavenly  kingdom.  Amen !  Amen ! 
thy  will,  O  God,  be  done  for  ever  1 

Ninth  month,  ift,  the  Lord,  the  God  of  my 
life,  was  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  fill  my  foul  with 
the  overflowing  of  Divine  love,  and  inftunings 
of  Divine  light,  wdiich  continued  with  me  until 
late  in  the  night,  and  wherein  I  have  been 
much  inftrufted.  And,  O  Lord,  my  God, 
I  humbly  crave  of  thee  to  enable  me,  rightly 
to  fettle,  or  to  have  and  know  through  thy 
help  rightly  fettled  in  my  mind,  every  ne- 
ceffary  rule,  limit,  and  regulation  of  life  ;  and 
that  thou  wouldeft  fteadily  hold  my  hand,  and 
guide  my  feet  in  wrays  that  will  pleafe  thee  ; 
'  until  every  Juch  rule  and  limitation,  receive 
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the  fanftion  in  my  heart  of  a  divine  law,  that  is 
not  to  be  broken  again  for  ever  j  yea,  until  a 
confirmed  and  habitual  obfervance  of  them, 
fhall  have  conformed  my  whole  life  thereunto  ; 
and  therein  to  thy  Divine  will,  and  heavenly 
image.  Amen ! 

Tenth  month,  4th,  Jefns  Chrifh  is  my  only 
hope  of  glory  ;  my  only  confolation  in  every 
woe.  Oh  !  I  long  to  be  wholly  his  at  all  times. 
I  long  to  be  able  to  fay  continually  and 
truly,  ‘  My  foul  is  even  as  a  weaned  child.’  * 
It  is  delightful  to  me  to  feci  myfelf  like  a 
child :  that  is,  weaned  from  what  I  molt  de¬ 
lighted  in,  yea,  from  much  if  any  remaining 
delight  in  any  thing  but  the  love  of  God,  Hied 
abroad  in  my  foul.  Tenth  month,  6th.  Still 
thankful  for  prefervation,  and  begging  to  be 
preferved ;  much  broken  off  from'  all  crea- 
turely  dependance,  and  all  human,  all  earthly 
confolation;  caring  very  little  where  I  am, 
or  may  be;  what  I  am,  or  may  be  about; 
or  what  does  or  may  happen  to  me  ;  fo  that 
in  and  through  all,  I  may  be  preferved  from 
all  fin.  I  fcarce  have  any  wifh  about  my  life,, 
whether  I  may  live  long,  or  be  foon  releafed ; 
whether  I  may  have  little  or  much  of  this 
world;  little  or  much  toil  of  body  or  mind; 
little  or  much  of  the  favours  and  friendfhip, 
or  the  frowns  and  reproaches,  of  man  :  fo  that, 
through  all,  I  may  dwell  fledfallly  given  up  to 
the  will  of  my  God. 

I 
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Tenth  month,  7th.  O,  thou  ever  watchful 
and  unflumbering  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  I  beg 
and  befeech  thee,  on  the  bended  knees  of  my 
proftrated  foul,  that  thou  wouldft  arife  and 
lave;  and  fuffer  me^ not  to  crave  thy  aid  in 
vain.  O  make,  I  pray  thee,  my  feelings,  on 
the  approach  of  every  temptation,  quick  and 
lively,  in  watchfulnefs  and  refiftance  againft 
all  fin  ;  and  raife  in  the  inmoft  of  my  foul, 
an  unabated  and  unremitting  abhorrence  of 
all  evil  ;  and  even  of  all  that  tends  to  lead  the 
mind  into  it,  or  weaken  its  fortitude,  or  abate 
its  perfeverance  in  holy  wreftling  warfare  and 
watchfulnefs  againft  it :  for,  O  my  God  and 
•my  all,  I  cannot  be  willing  to  continue  in  fin ; 
I  cannot  confent  to  let  thee  go,  or  ceafe  my 
wreftling  with  thee,  until  thou  blefs  me,  and 
preferve  my  foul  from  all  pollution  and  de¬ 
filement.  Oh  haften,  I  pray  thee,  my  deliver¬ 
ance  from  all  evil,  and  bruife  Satan  under  my 
feet :  for  thine  is  the  power,  the  kingdom,  and 
glory,  for  ever  !  Amen  1 

Tenth  month,  8th,  I  renewed  covenant  with 
God,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
through  his  help,  to  be  given  up  and  wholly 
devoted  to  his  will  and  difpofal.  Therefore,  in 
awful  proftration,  humility,  abafement,  and 
total  renunciation  of  my  own  ability  without 
thee,  I  caft  my  care  wholly  upon  thee ;  and 
look  up  to  thee  and  thy  holy  habitation  for 
aid.  I  am  fure  I  can  do  nothing  without 
thee.  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  through  thee,  I  can 
do  all  things  required  of  me.  O  holy  Father, 

thou 
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thoti  knowejl  that  I  love  thee;  that  I  Jove  thee 
above  all  things  ;  and  that  I  would  rather  lav 
down  my  life,  than-  live  to  fin  again  ft  thee. 

it  not  to  have 

cauie  again  to  deplore  a  renewed  deviation 
rom  ate  way  of  life  and  fidvation  ;  but  as 
loon  as  Satan  attempts  to  enfnare,  give  me  I 
pray  thee,  to  behold  him ;  to  rife  up  in  thine 

i  i  power  again!!  him,  and 

titei  cm  to  tread  hint  under  my  feet. 

Tenth  month,  1 8th,  This  day  I  am  forty 
yea.is  old.  1  have  gone  through  many  deep 
probations ;  have  made  many  confiderable  fa- 
crificcs  for  the  fake  of  peace  of  mind  ;  and 

havf.ralfo  at  times  come  fliort  of  that  ftriftnefs 
of  life,  watch,  and  devotion,  which  I  have 
believed  truth  tequired  of  me.  O  Lord,  my 
God  and  Saviour !  thy  holy  aid,  I.  hill  do 
crave.  I  know  I  have  not  yet  fully  and  abid¬ 
ingly  attained  thereto:  my  faith  in  the  pof- 
fibility  and  neceffity  of  attaining  it,  thou  haft 
unfhakenly  eftablifhed.  O  then,  I  pray  thee, 
enable  me  to  ‘  go  on  to  perfection.’  *  I  have 
vowed  to  ferve  thee  for  ever,  through  thy 
help,  and  I  wifh  ever  to  keep  my  covenant ; 
and  in  keeping  my  covenant  with  thee,  there 
will  be  ‘  no  condemnation  -j-  but  will  be-  a 
flute  of  fuch  deep  and  conflant  dwelling  4  in 
Chrift  Jefus,’  as  excludes  ‘  walking  after  the 
fleflt;’  and  preferves  the  foul  in 'a  fteadfaft 
‘walking  in  and  after  the  Spirit. 

*  |  (  *  ‘  ry  i  )  >>  c\f  y  ^  *  U.  ,  T  ( 

•  Heb.  vi.  t.  f  Rom.  viii.  i. 
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Tenth  month,  20th,  I  opened  my  concern  in 
our  Preparative  Meeting,  to  make  a  religious 
vifit  to  fome  of  the  people  in  the  date  of  Con¬ 
necticut  ;  arid  26th,  laid  the  fame  before  our 
Monthly  meeting. 

(28th  of  Eleventh  month,  Riding  on  the 
road,  my  mind  was  livingly  opened  ;  and  l 
beheld,  in  the  vilions  of  God,  large  fields  of 
labour  alloted  me  in  his  fervice.  A  language 
ran  livingly  through  my  foul,  and  the  whole 
man  feemed  almoft  fwallowed  up  in  the  flow¬ 
ings  of  life  which  accompanied  the  glorious 
♦  profpeft  !  The  language  wras  on  this  wife 
i  Thou  art  called  and  appointed,  and  through 
many  and  deep  tribulations  I  have  feparated 
thee  a  prophet  to  the  nations.  Thou  haft 
very  little  more  ever  to  do  in  the  bufinefs  and 
affairs  of  this  life.  Gather  thy  mind  from  all 
cumbering  things,  and  ftand  fingly  and  wholly 
devoted  to  my  work,  fervice,  and  appointment. 
Regard  not  the  world :  thou  muft  be  about 
thy  heavenly  Father’s  bufinefs  ;  thou  muft 
attend  to  my  dire&ions,  and  fubmit  therein  to 
thy  proper  allotment.  My  will  and  purpof'e 
requires,  and  loudly  calls,  and  has  called,  for 
greater  dedication  of  heart,  and  finglenefs  of 
devotion,  to  my  work  and  fervice  in  the  glo¬ 
rious  gofpel.  Take  no  thought  for  the  mor¬ 
row  :  do  to-day  what  thou  findeft  to  do,  in 
my  light,  and  in  the  liberty  and  allotment  of 
my  Eloly  Spirit.  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
and  I  will  aflfuredly  give  thee  a  crown  of  life  ; 
I  will  hold  thee  in  my  holy  hand  for  ever;  I 
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will  provide  for  and  take  care  of  thy  mother- 
leis,  and  as  it  were  fatherlefs,  children  in 
t  ly  ahfence.  But  if  thou  decline  mv  fervicc 
and  appointment,  !  can,  and  affuredly  will, 
blaft  ail  thy  undertakings.  Thou  mayeft  think 
to  do  fomething  for  thy  children  ;  but  thou 
ihalt  find,  to  thy  humiliation  and  difappoint- 
ment,  thy  labours  fliall  be  vain  and  fruitlefs ; 
Ihou  fhalt  but  toil  in  the  night,  and  attain 
nothing  ;  blafting  and  mildew  fliall  attend  thee ; 
thy  children  fliall  not  be  availingly  afiifted  by 
all  thy  fuel!  like  endeavours,  dhy  comfort  in 
them  fliall  be  little  or  nothing;  and  above  all 
this,  thy  foul  (hall  fuffer  lofs.  Temptation 
fliall  prevail  againft  thee;  Satan  fhalfbe  let 
loofe  to  buftet  thee,  and  fliall  be  permitted  to 
prevail ;  thy  life  fliall  be  a  life  of  bitternefs 
and  defolation ;  neither  the  heaven  nor  the 
earth  fliall  afford  thee  enjoyment ;  thou  {halt 
drag  out  a  miferable  life  in  anxiety,  and  wifh 
thou  hadft  never  been.  But  if,  in  full  and 
unreferved  reliance  on  my  all-fufficiency,  thou 
giveft  up  thy  life  and  thy  all  to  my  difpofal,  I 
will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee ;  no 
lack  of  any  good  thing,  flialt  thou  ever  have 
caufe  to  complain  of.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega, 

I  am  all  in  all;  take  me  as  fuch  for  thy  only 
portion,  and  feek  no  other  inheritance.  In 
blefling  I  will  for  ever  blefs  thee ;  and  ever¬ 
more  in  all  things  will  I  fuflain  thee,  and  that 
through  all  time  and  eternity.  Thy  foul,  and 
all  pertaining  to  thee,  fliall  be  perfectly  fafe 
in  my  care  and  difpofal  ;  the  wind  and  the  fea 
fliall,  to  thy  awful  admiration,  obey  me;  thou 

flialt 
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ilialt  fee  marvellous  things  in  diftant  lands, 
and  wonders  in  remote  regions^;  thou  iha.lt 
view  the  heavings  and  rollings  or  the  ocean  ; 
the  fea  fir  all  tofs  and  roar  about  thee,  and 
foam  and  rage  tremendoufly  ;  amazement  fliall 
feize  the  manners,  the  failois  heaits  lhall 
tremble.  But  in  the  midft  of  all  this  amaze¬ 
ment,  thy  foul  lhall  know  its  anchoi,  and,  in 
undoubting  reliance  on  my  Omnipotence,  thine 
heart  lhall  take  faft  hold  on  me  ;  calmnefs 
and  affurance  fhall  prefide  in  thy  foul ;  con¬ 
fidence  and  tranquility  lhall  gird  thee ;  my 
over-ruling  all-controlling  government  lhall  be 
vifibly  fet°forth  before  thee  ;  thou  llialt  lean 
in  fafety  upon  me,  and  inwardly  thou  -llialt 
magnify  my  holy  name  t  and,  in  fulnefs  of 
faith,  llialt  fing  of  my  goodnefs,  faying,  ‘  The 
‘  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of 
‘  many  waters.’  *  Thy  heart  lhall  leap  within 
thee  ;  thy  foul  lhall  Ihout  for  gladnefs  ;  then 
fhall  the  language  of  thy  fpirit,  in  awful  ado¬ 
ration,  on  this  wife  thankfully  arife  within 
thee,  ‘  The  fea  faw  it  and  fled ;  Jordan  was 
‘  driven  back ;  the  mountains  Ikipped  like 
‘  rams,  and  the  little  hills  like  lambs.  What 
‘  ailed  thee,  O  thou  fea,  that  thou  fleddeft  ; 
‘  thou  Jordan,  that  thou  wall  driven  back; 
c  ye  mountains  that  ye  Ikipped  like  rams,  and 
£  ye  little  hills  like  lambs  ?’  f 

The  foregoing  livingly  ran  through  my  foul, 
on  the  road  this  day.  I  came  home  and  pen- 

*  Pfalm  xciii.  4.  f  Pfalrai  cxiv.  3,  4,  5,  6. 
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ned  it  imm^iatdy ;  and  whether  it  be  ever 
unfilled  or  not,  time  will  evince.  However 
nidi  js  my  confidence  in  that  evidence  of  life 
accompanying  the  opening,  that  I  have  ven¬ 
tured  here  to  record  it,  this  28th  day  of 
-kleventh  month,  1791. 


Twelfth  month,  28th,  Much  depreffed  in 
our  Monthly  meeting,  though  Friends  gave  me 

a  good  certificate  to  travel  into  Conne&icut 
to  vifit  the  feed  there. 


I'uil  month,  12th,  1792,  Opened  in  the 
fpnng  of  life,  in  our  Quarterly  meeting  for 
worlhip, and  proceeded  a  little,  but  was  fuddenly 
and  unexpeftedly  fhut  up,  and  lat  down  im¬ 
mediately  ;  after  which  my  foul  rejoiced  that 
my  will  was  in  fubjection,  and  that  I  was  fen- 
fible  I  could  do  nothing  of  myfelf.  13th,  the 
Quarterly  meeting  for  bufinefs  gave  me’ and 
my  dear  fnend  David  Bufium  concurring  cer¬ 
tificates,  in  order  to  our  religious  vifit  to  the 
people  of  Conne&icut.  1 5th,  Low  in  heart. 
O  iiiy  Ood,  thou  leaded:  me  in* the  valley  5 
I  accept  it  as  thy  will,  and  as  in  thy  wifdom’ 
for  my  good.  17th,  My  ftate  is  depreffion.’ 
Satan  loais  like  a  lion.  Lord,  my  heart  is 
melted  in  me  into  tendernefs :  mine  eyes  are 
affected  while  I -write,  under- a  fenfe  of  my 
utter  infufficiency  to  Hand  in  my  own  flrength. 
How  long,  O  thou  mod  holy!  will  it  be  ere 
thou  conform  my  whole  man  to  thine  own 
image  or  hkenefs  ?  d  hou  knoweft  I  groan  with¬ 
in  myfelf,  waiting  for  the  firft  adoption.  O  that 
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all  within  me  were  like  thee,  holy  as  thou  art 
holy,  and  at  all  times  joined  to  thee  in  the 
heavenly  onenels.  Go  on,  I  pray  thee,  con¬ 
quering  all  that  oppofes  thy  reign  in  me,  until 
every  thought  be  brought  into  captivity  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift.  Amen  ! 


2 1  ft,  I  wrote  the  following  letter,  viz. 

■  /  •  '  *  ■  .  * ,  > 

My  dear  friend , 

I  now  feel  in  a  good  degree  eafy  about  my 
dear  little  motherlefs  children.  I  much  de- 
fired  way  might  be  made,  and  could  not  be 
fatisfied  until  it  was  made,  for  them  to  be 
placed  where  I  could  be  pretty  eafy,  if  even 
I  ftiould  be  foon  called  from  this  probationary 
hate.  I  have  now  given  them  up  to  God, 
and  their  and  my  friends.  May  the  Lord 
Almighty  be  their  God,  and  bring  them  early 
into  faving  acquaintance  with  himfelf.  May 
thofe  who  have  them,  have  them  as  their 
own,  and  bring  them  along  in  the  fear  of 
God,  whether  I  remain  in  the  body  or  go 
hence ;  whether  I  continue  to  live  in  that 
which  has  made  my  foul  alive,  or  depart  from 
it.  The  dear  children  have  fouls  immortal  to 
be  faved  or  loft  ;  and  whatever  becomes  of 
me,  my  foul,  at  prefent,  in  tendernefs  and 
proftration,  bows  before  the  throne  of  grace 
on  their  account;  and  craves  Almighty  aid, 
and  the  watchful  guardianfhip  of  their  friends 
for  them.  I  may  again  have  them  under  my 

immediate 


288 


JOURNAL  OF 


immediate  care,  and  I  never  may,  God  only 
knows ;  and  to  him  I  commit  myfelf  and  them, 
and  reft  thy  friend 

'  -  J*  S. 

31ft  of  Fint  month,  I  took  a  folemn  leave 
of  the  family  (that  is,  my  father-in-law  Daniel 
Anthony’s),  living  in  my  houfe,  and  in  whofe 
family  I  left  my  own  father,  and  my  two 
youngeft  children  ;  and  being  joined  by  my 
friend  David  Buffum,  and  Amos  Collins,  and 
Benedict  Arnold  having  given  up  to  bear  us 
company,  we  were  on  5th  day  of  the  Second 
month  at  the  new  meeting-houfe  in  Gloucefter, 
on  our  way  towards  Conne&icut,  and  had 
meetings  as  follows  :  viz.  7th,  at  Klllingley, 

had  a  fmall  meeting  at - Dean’s ;  9th,  at 

David  Brayton’s  in  Pomfret ;  12th,  attended 
Friends  meeting  at  Hopkinton  ;  14th,  had 
one  by  appointment  at  Amos  Collins’s  :  my 
way  having  been  hitherto  much  clofed  up  as  to 
gofpel  minilfry;  but  my  companion  D.B.  having 
a  little  to  offer  at  times,  I  truft,  to  good  ac¬ 
ceptance.  1 6th,  we  had  a  good  open  meeting 
at  Stonington  Point,  and  another  in  the  even¬ 
ing ;  17th,  went  to  New-London,  and  18th, 
had  a  fmall  meeting  there  in  the  congrega¬ 
tional  meeting-houfe;  19th,  had  a  meeting 
among  the  Baptifls  at  New-London  Great- 
Neck  ;  found  but  little  relief  in  thefe  lafl 
meetings,  though  hope  they  were  of  fome 
ufe  ;  20th,  had  an  evening  meeting  at  Lime, 
in  a  fchool-houfe ;  the  people  were  unfettled, 
and  appeared  much  unacquainted  with  fpiritual 

worfbip ; 
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worftiip ;  we  laboured  a  little  among  them  ; 
and,  21ft,  eroded  Connefticut  river,  by  boat, 
not  without  Tome  danger  from  the  ice,  and 
went  to  Saybrook:  2  2d,  had  a  meeting  here 
in  the  meeting-houfe.  The  prieft  attended,  and 
a  confiderable  number  of  his  hearers,  but 
neither  he  nor  his  hearers  appeared  to  be 
much  acquainted  with  our  manner  of  waiting 
upon  God  in  a  filent  travail  of  foul  and  feeling 
after  him.  We  laboured  among  them  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ability,  received.  After  meeting  he 
inclined  to  have  fome  converfation,  and  we, 
being  willing,  converfed  with  him  on  divers 
religious  fubje&s.  He  wras  civil,  and  we  parted 
friendly  and  refpe&fully*. 

23d.  We  rode  through  Killingfworth  to 
Guilford,  where,  24th,  we  had  a  foulTolacing 
meeting.  Among  thofe  who  attended,  were 
divers  religioufly  exercifed  fouls,  whofe  coun¬ 
tenances  declared  they  had  been  with  Jefus* 
2  5th,  we  had  another  good  meeting  in  a  fchool- 
houfe  at  Wallingford.  After  meeting  divers 
of  the  people  came  to  our  lodgings,  and  we 
had  confiderable  converfation  with  them.  A 
phyfician  contended  earneftly  for  the  final  fal- 
vation  of  all  men.  We  told  him  none  could 
be  difciples  of  Chrift,  but  fuch  as  took  up 
their  daily  crofs,  and  followed  him  in  the  de¬ 
nial  of  felf ;  that  he  wept  over  fome,  who, 
though  he  would  have  gathered  them,  they 
would  not ;  that,  though  many  fhould  come 
from  the  Eaft,  Weft,  North,  and  South,  and  fit 
down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the 
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mgdotn  of  God;  yet  many  who  Were  out- 
>au  y  tie  children  of  the  kingdom  would' 

a  CaJi  nu;-Ah-at  t  lofe  who  die  m  their M, 
^viieie  Chri(L  is  gone,  they  can  never  come ; 

mat  fome  were;  never  to  have  forgivenefs  in 

t  ins  world,  nor  in  that  which  is  to  come  ;  that 

iome  would  be.punifhed  with  everlajling  de- 

Itruftion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 

from  the  glory  of  his  power ;  that  thefe  mull: 

go  away  into  everlajling  punijhment ,  but  the 

Jfj  O'  n  O  intrk  K£=»  ^ 1  to*  it 


_  iteous  into  life  eternal.  Finally, ’he  parted: 
very  friendly,  faying  he  loved  us,  and  wilhed 
us  wen;.  and  the  company  leemed  very  friendly. 
So,  taking  a. hearty  farewel  of  each  other,  we 
proceeded  on  our  way.  " 
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26th,  Wc  rode  to  Waterhiiry.  27th,  had  a 
meeting  there ;  the  people  were  much  un¬ 
fettled,  and  too  many  of  them  were  light  1  a 
testimony  to  the  principle  of- light,  and  life  was 
borne  among  them  by  my  companion  ;  and  I 
reproved  them  for  their  uncivil  behaviour,  and 
teltified  the  impoffibility  of  preaching  the  g of- 
P^l  man  s  time.  28th,  we  rode  >to  our 
friend  Elijah  Steebs,  in  Cornwall ;  29th,  at¬ 
tended  friends  meeting  at  Gofhon,  at  *  the 
houfe  of  our  friend  Charles  Richards,  and.  1  ft 
of  1  bird  month,  had  an  appointed  meeting  at 
Gofhen,  at  our  friend  Charles  Richards’s  afore- 
faid  :  it  was  a  precious  open  meeting;  after 
which  we  rode  to  Canaan,  and  2d,  to  Hudfon, 
in  Is ew- York  Hate.  4th,  attended  Friends 
meeting  there;  Seventh  day,  the  Creek  pre¬ 
parative  meeting;  it  was  exerciling  in. the  fore* 

part  j 
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part,  but  truth  reigned  over  all  in  the  end* 
8th,  attended  Nine-Partners  Preparative  meet¬ 
ing ;  the  fearching  power  of  Truth  fet  things 
in  clofe  order  before  them.  9th,  we  took  leave 
of  feVeral  friends,  and  rode  towards  home  ; 
which,  on  the  14th  day  I  reached,  and  found 
all  pretty  well.  In  this  journey  I  rode,  by  the 
account  1  kept,  488  miles;  a  painful  exercifing 
journey  it  has  been,  but  a  good  degree  of 
patience  was  afforded  us.  28th,  contented  in 
a  low  date,  in  our  Monthly  meeting.  I  am 
yet  weak,  Lord  help,  help  my  foul,  and  give 
it  liability ! 

31ft,  I  opened  incur  Sele&  meeting,  a  con¬ 
cern  that  had  been  about  fourteen  years  ripen¬ 
ing  ill  my  mind,  to  pay  a  religious  vifit  to 
Friends  in  Europe.  My  heart  had  of  late 
been  preffingly  full  of  it,  as  a  veffel  wanting 
vent.  Friends  left  me  at  liberty  to  move  the 
matter  in  our  Monthly  meeting,  when  I  might 
feel  the  way  open  for  it.  They  were  feelingly 
dipt  into  a  fenfe  of  the  travail  of  my  exercifed 
foul,  and  truth  was  prevalent.  Fourth  month, 
11th,  I  laid  before  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
a  treatife  I  had  written  on  baptifm.  25th, 
opened  my  concern  to  make  a  vifit  to  Europe 
in  our  Monthly  meeting.  Sixth  month,  6th, 
attended  the  firft  fitting  of  our  Yearly  meeting, 
which  continued  until  the  12th.  It.  was  a  very 
comfortable  Yearly  meeting  ;  much  unity,  con¬ 
cord,  and  love,  prevailed  throughout.  Sixth 
month,  27th,  in  our  Monthly  meeting,  I  afked 
for  and  obtained,  a  certificate  to  pay  a  final  1 
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debt,  by  a  vifit  within  Salem  Quarterly  meet¬ 
ing  ;  and  30th,  fet  out  on  faid  vifit  into  that 
quarter,  and  rode  as  far  as  Bofton;  and  Firft 
clay  of  the  week,  and  ill;  of  Seventh  month, 
attended  meeting  there,  filent ;  the  meeting 
finall ;  yet  I  hoped  I  ruth’s  teftimony  was  not 
qune  loft  among  them.  May  a  revival  take 
place,  and  Truth  yet  profper  there.  Rode  to 
Tynn,  and,  2a  of  the  month,  had  a  meeting 
there  ;  tue  way  not  very  open;  but  I  laboured 
m  weaknefs  :  there  is  a  number  of  panting 
louiS  in  that  place.  3d,  had  a  laborious  meet¬ 
ing  at  Salem;  found  fome  relief;  4th,  had 
a  pretty  open  meeting  at  Newbury  ;  5th  and 
6th,  was  at  Almfbury  and  Seabrook ;  pain¬ 
fully  exercifed  in  both.  7th,  8th,  and  10th, 
was  at  Dover,  Berwick  and  Wyndham ;  had 
a  good  meeting  at  the  laft  place,  and  returned 
to  Falmouth.  nth,  attended  the  meeting 
there ;  it  was  a  dole,  fearching,  laborious 
time.  1 2th,  had  a  good,  open,  rejoicing  meet¬ 
ing  at  Durham,  rode  from  thence  to  Bath;’and 
13th,  had  a  very  trying  meeting  there.  My 
mind  was  deeply  fenfible,  though  an  entire 
ftranger,  that  there  was  either  a 'wolf  or 
wolves  among  us,  in  Iheep’s  dotlhng ;  which 
gave  me  much  and  long  painful  inward  la¬ 
bour,  and  alfo  lengthy  vocal  exercife.  The 
teftimony  of  .the  word  of  life,  I  felt  as  a 
flame  againft  antichrift  in  the  temple  of  God, 
againft  likenefles  in  religion,  forms  without  fub- 
ftance,  and  words  without  life  and  power.  At 
length  my  fpirit  was  dear  and  eafy ;  and  after 
meeting  I  was  informed  a  man  was  there,  who 

was 
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was  a  preacher  among  a  people  at  Tome  dip 
tance  from  Bath,  and  that  he  was  not  a  reli¬ 
gious,  or  even  a  moral  man.  T.  hanks  be  unto 
God,  who  gave  us  the  victory  this  day  ! 

i  ^th,  was  at  Vaflelborough  ;  and  1 6th  at 
Fairfield,  where  I  had  a  good  open  relieving 
time,  having  much  to  declare  of  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  falvation  in  Jin ;  and  I  apprehend 
there  was  a  (late  prefent  to  whom  it  was  ap¬ 
plicable.  17th,  rode  to  Green,  and  18th  to 
Falmouth;  and  19th,  had  a  meeting  at  Port¬ 
land  in  Falmouth,  a  place  that  ufed  to  be  called 
Cafco-Bay,  in  a  congregational  meeting-houfe, 
a  good  open  meeting,  and  in  the  afternoon  at 
Friends  meeting  place.  20th,  rode  to  Ber¬ 
wick  ;  the  2 1  ft,  attended  Monthly  meeting 
there,  and  22d,  their  Firft  day  meeting.  23d, 
returned  to  Falmouth,  and,  25th,  attended 
Monthly  meeting  there;  was  favoured  in  open¬ 
ing  Divine  truths.  26th,  rode  to  Durham  ; 
27th,  favoured  in  the  Monthly  meeting  there. 
29th,  opened  in  Truth’s  doftrines  at  Falmouth, 
being  their  Firft  day  meeting. 

v  » \  ^  ■ 

✓  ^  \  * 

ift  of  Eighth  month,  had  a  good  meeting 
at  Rochefter,  among  Friends  and  others :  bid- 
fed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord !  2d,  had  a 

meeting  at  Lee,  where,  among  Friends  and 
others,  my  mind  was  much  relieved  in  a  clofe 
fearching  teftimony.  3d,  was  at  Epping,  and 
4th  at  Newtown ;  had  laborious  fervice  in 
each,  but  relief  in  the  conclufion.  5th,  being 
Firft  of  the  week,  I  attended  the  fore  and 

o  3  afternoon 
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afternoon  meetings  at  Salem ;  and  after  a  dofe 
■iearcliing  teftimony,  left  the  town  relieved  in 
-mind  and  rode  to  Lynn.  The  6th  of  the 
month  rode  home,  having  been  out  about 
live  weeks  and  a  half  in  this  journey,  and 
Tode  about  feven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ; 
palled  through  many  deep  trying  and  exer- 
^  mS  maions ;  and,  bleffed  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ior  his  holy  help,  who,  in  the  day  of 
oattle,  gave  me  the  viftory  !  9th  day  of  the 
Lignin  month,  attended  our  Quarterly  meet- 
111  ft  j  ^  was  d  favoured  time  :  dear  lohn  and 
Benjamin  Reeve,  from  New  Jerfey,  attended  this 
meeting. 


Having  pa(Ted  the  time  fince  my  return  from 
the  E after n  Quarter  at  and  about  home,  in 
the  attendance  of  meetings,  revifion  of  myjour- 
nal,  and  tome  other  writings,  and  in  preparing 
for  my  European  journey  ;  and  having  now 
obtained  certificates  from  our  Monthly  and 
Quarterly  meetings  for  that  purpofe,  placed 
my  children  to  fatisfaftion,  and  fettled  my  out¬ 
ward  affairs,  am  this  26th  day  of  the  Eleventh 
month  about  ready,  and  expefi:  this  day  to 
leave  home.  Lord,  thou  haft  held  my  hand,  ' 
and  covered  my  head  in  many  battles  ;  be 
with  me,  I  pray  thee,  through  all,  and  keep 
rne  from  evil.  Be  with  my  dear  motherleft- 
children  ;  vifit  them,  I  pray  thee,  by  thy  holy 
fpirit ;  lead  them  in  the  way  of  refinement 
and  fell-denial,  and  finally  bring  them  unto 
glory.  Vilit  and  reviiit,  blefs  and  preferve, 

O  Lord  my  God,  1  hunably  pray  thee,  all  my 
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near  relations  and  friends ;  make  bare  thy 
arm  for  poor  New-England;  and,  if  it  be  thy 
holy  will,  make  thyfelf  more  livingly  known 
to  many  within  her  borders ;  and  h alien  thy 
great  work  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  that 
nation  may  ceafe  warring  with  nation,,  and 
right eoufnefs  cover  the  earth  as  water  does 
the  fea! 
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CHAP.  XL 

■Amount  of  his  Voyage  to  Europe. 

the  26th  day  of  the  Eleventh  month, 

e  t  1 792’  *  r°ok  a  folemn  leave  of  my  dear 
atner,  ather  and  mother-in-law,  my  two 

youngeft  children,  whom  I  left  in  their  care, 
and  of  my  brothers  and  fillers-in-law :  and,  ac¬ 
companied  by  my  kind  friends  Thomas  Arnold 
and  Smith  Brown,  went  to  Bolton.  27th,  the 
Jhip  not  being  ready  to  fail,  I  made  fome  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  voyage.  29th,  my  two  faid 
friends  returned  home,  and  I  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing  m  Bolton,  which  was  fmall ;  I  had  how¬ 
ever  a  few  words  of  invitation  for  them.  20th, 
1  went  to  Lynn,  and,  ill  of  the  Twelfth  month, 
vifited  divers  families  there  ;  and  2d,  attended 
their  large  meeting  in  filence ;  3d,  returned 
to  boiton  ;  4th,  wrote  letters  home  ;  and  eth, 
went  on  board  the  ihip  Mercury,  of  240  tons, 
bound  for  Dunkirk,  Benjamin  Glover  of 
b  an  tucket,  mailer.  We  failed  about  noon, 
'and  fome  time  in  the  afternoon  loll  fight  of 
Bollon.  In  the  night  all  hands  were  called 
up,  and  the  Ihip  put  about  in  order  to  return 
to  the  harbour,  Ihe  leaking,  and  the  leak  ra¬ 
pidly  increafing,  that  is,  from  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  llrokes  of  the  pump  an  hour,  to  fix 
bundled.  Ihe  captain,  mates,  and  crew,  were 
alai  med  j  but  lire  foon  leaked  Iels  on  this  tack, 
and  they  put  about  again.  6th,  the  Ihip  hill 
leaking,  the  captain  and  feveral  men  fearched 
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on  the  outfide  for  the  leak,  but  found  none ;  ( 
after  which,  the  leak  moderating,  cheerfulnefs 
returned  in  the  faces  of  the  company. 

7th,  The  leak  greatly  increafed,  and  nearly  to> 
one  thoufand  ftrokes  an  hour.  Sadnefs  again  re¬ 
fumed  its  empire  over  the  crew.  The  captain 
knew  not  what  to  do  ;  at  length  he  put  about 
again,  and  failed  homeward  awhile.  The 
weather  was  pretty  rugged  during  the  time  of 
•  this  increafmg  1  leak.  The  leak  continuing, 
the  captain  ordered  a  hole  to  be  cut  through 
the  fecond  deck  to  go  in  and  fearch  for  it, 
which  was  done,  and  the  leak  foon  found  ;  to 
wit,  an  open  auger-hole  of  about  an  inch  and 
an  half  at  the  {hip’s  ftern,  fo  high  up  as  not 
to  leak  conftantly ;  which  being  {topped,  the 
number  of  ftrokes  were  foon  reduced  to  twenty- 
five  an  hour.  Oh  !  what  a  change  this  wrought 
in  the  countenances  of  the  poor  failors  ;  they 
foon  feemed  as  if  they  had  forgot  all  their 
forrows.  They  put  {hip  about,  and  now 
feemed  as  if  they  were  going  to  fea  in  earneft. 
The  captain’s  looks  proclaimed  the  relief  of 
his  heart,  though  he  was  moderate  through 
all.  My  truft  was  only  in  God,  my  hope,  re¬ 
fuge  and  defence.  I  appealed  to  him  who 
knew  all  hearts,  that  he  knew  my  motives  in 
this  voyage  were  none  other,  than  that  I  might 
be  found  obedient  to  his  holy  call,  and  faith- 
ful  in  his  fervice  ;  and  if  it  was  now  his  will 
to  fuffer  my  body  to  defcend  into  a  watery- 
grave,  *  Thy  will  be  done,’  was  the  honeft 
language  of  my  heart.  I  could  not  wifh  myfelf 
-  0  5  ea 
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' -i  ;!iore,  nor  on  board  another  vefTel  •  for  I 

tad  felt  quite  eafy  in  takin?  pa(ra“  io  thV 

and  remained  fo.  I  believed  the  winds  and 

waves  Obeyed  him,  and  that  his  provided 

r  •  C,  1S  ,over  ,al1  hls  creatures.  I  felt  fafe  in 

rf  b-UiM  m”?  ,reP°red  niyfetf  as  in  the  hollow 
of  it  -  blelTed  be  his  name  for  ever  ! 

8th,  all  cheerful  on  board.  The  motion  of 
the  Hup  has  kept  me  a  little  fea-fick.  nth 
cloudy  and  rainy.  I  fat  a  while  in  folemn 
inence,  waiting  upon  the  Lord  my  God  ;  but 
though  my  mind  was  lbmewhat  flayed,  it  -was 
inwardly,  as  outwardly,  a  cloudy  time,  indeed 
a  time  of  deep  proving  to  me.  ioth,  at  even¬ 
ing  the  wind  arofe,  and  roared  tremendoufly  : 
it  held  all  nighty  the  men  tied  up  the  fails, 
laflied  the  helm,  and  let  the  fliip  drift  in  the 
wind  and  waves,  nth,  the  gale  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  all  tlie  lad  night,  and  all  this  day  and 
uiglu  with  violence.  The  captain  faid  this 
-morning,  he  had  not,  for  eight  years  pafL 
known  fo  terrible  a  time,  for  fo  long  con¬ 
tinuance,  though,  that  was.  about  the  middle  of 
it;  and  indeed  it  was  confiderably  more  vio¬ 
lent  the  night  following,  than  at  all  before.  It 
frormed  through  the  whole  ;  but  this  night" 
the  dorm  and  temped:  of  wind  was  dreadful. 

,1  no  fltip  was  bound  on  a.  whaling,  voyage  from 
Dunkirk,  and  for  that  purpofe  had  boats  on 
bcaiu.  One  of  thefe  was.  confiderably  da  (lied 
to  pieces  tins  night ;  three  or  four  yards  or 
fpars  were  loft ;  feveral  fowls  died,  and  the 
only  live  ihcep  we  had  on  board  were  near 

dying 
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dying,  even  under  deck.  I  felt  refigned  through 
'411;  and,  though  poor  in  fpirit,  I  never  wifhed 
myfelf  elfewhere,  or  in  any  wife  repented  my 
voyage.  I  faw  God’s  wonders  in  the  deep, 
•and  it  would  almoft  feem  at  times  as  if  the 
briny  waves  might  prevail  againft  us  ;  though 
I  cannot  fay  there  was  a  moment  wherein  I 
<  really  loft  my  confidence. 

I  had  fteadily,  for  many  months,  firmly  ex¬ 
pected  and  believed  I  fhould  fee  wonders  on 
the  mighty  waters.  My  God  had  fealed  it  on 
my  foul,  that  the  loud  roar  of  winds,  and  the 
dread  rolling  of  the  waves,  fhould  awfully 
attend  my  pah-age,  and  prove  my  hold  on 
heaven.  And  therefore,  when  the  time  of 
trial  came,  I  faid  in  my  heart,  It  is  the  Lord, 
let  him  fulfil  his  purpofes  ;  let  him  do  what  he 
will  with  me ;  nought  beftides  his  holy  will 
can  he  good  for  me ;  and  why  fhould  I  wiftt 
-even  the  tnoft  difagreeable  parts  of  it  averted,-, 
mitigated,  or  even Shortened  ?  I  believed  I  had 
had  his  holy  promife  who  cannot  lie,  that  I 
fhould  live  through  thefe  dreadful  t  offings  on 
the  bofom  of  the  ocean,  and  once  more  fee 
my  foot  on  firm  ground  ;  yea,  blefs  his  holy 
name,  in  wonders  yet  to  come,  on  fhore.  *  l 
cannot  fay  I  was  not  nearly  proved  in  regard 
to  his  Divine  fuperintendence,  nor  that  I  did 
not  almoft  doubt  the  certainty  of  his  infpoken 
word  of  promife  to-  my  foul ;  though  I  well 

• .  y  v  1  4 
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[j;”y”et!  the  clearnefs  of  the  profpeft,  and 

nttend  rU?™*  u™'87  that  did  bvingly 

thHl-f  fam"’  months  before.  And  though 
the  evidence  of  Divine  things  was  very  low  in 

my  mind  yet  I  could  not  caft  away  my  con- 
Sdence  ;  being  ftill  perfuaded  that,  if  I  had 
ever  known  the  holy  word  at  all,  I  had  had  it 
tn  the  prefent  inftance.  Here  my  foot  fixed, 
and  my  ail  I  hill  furrendered  up  to  his  dif- 
p°lal,  who  is  God  over  all  for  ever ! 


1 2th.  About  noon  the  wind  and  ftorm  was 

°  a  ar/lbated5  lbat  the  captain  had  the  ihip 
tinder  fail  again,  though  ftill  the  roar  of  ele¬ 
ments  remained.  13th,  it  is  ftill  cloudy  and 
rainy.  1  he  fun  has  been  feen  but  little  fmce 
Ww  eft  Bofton  ;  and  I  think  it  has  rained  or 
Inowed,  more  or  lefs,  every  day  and  night 
but  one.  14th,  very  little  funlhine;  fome 
ram.  15th,  rainy  all  day;  at  night  it  cleared 
up,  and  gave  us  to  hope  for  fettled  and  com¬ 
fortable  weather ;  the  1 6th,  it  ftormed  again, 
and  ftiowed  plentifully ;  but  at  night  it  cleared 
oft.  174,  ftormy  again.  We  had  foundings 
on  the  grand  banks  of  Newfoundland  at  forty' 
fathoms ;  but  little  wind  for  two  or  three 
days .  afternoon  cleared  up  fo  pleafantly,  that 
great  hopes  were  entertained  of  having  good 
weather.  18th,  forenoon  ftormy  with  but 
little  wind,  the  ftorm  continued  until  near 
night ;  then  the  wind  fpringing  up  frefh  and 
fair,  i,  cleared  away.  The"  captaL  faM,  he 
xiad  been  able  to  get  but  one  good  obfer- 

vation 
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nation  during  our  being  at  fea,  lb  little 
fun-{hine  have  we  had  for  almoft  two.  weeks  ; 
but  my  foul  is  fatisfied  in  the  Divine  difpofal. 

1 9th,  fair  weather  and  a  good  frefli  breeze  ; 
\ve  now  feem  to  look  forward  with  cheerful- 
nefs.  20  th  and  21ft,  a  very  good  breeze  con¬ 
tinued  moft  of  thefe  days.  2 2d,  this  day  a 
good  frefli  breeze  at  S.  W.  the  weather 
cloudy;  but  the  cloud  over  my  mind  is  in 
degree  difpelled :  blefled  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord !  Lord,  hold  me  in  thy  holy  hand,  and 
make  me  ever  truly  watchful,  thankful,  and 
fteadfaftly  believing.  Amen  !  23d,  we  are  ftill 
favoured  with  a  good  lively  breeze,  and  make 
good  way  a-head.  24th,  the  fame  as  yefter- 
day;  during  the  laft  night  I  got  very  little 
fleep,  though  this  is  ufual  with  me  on  this 
voyage ;  yet  in  moft  fervent  interceffions  I 
befought  the  Lord  to  be  with  me  through  all. 
25th,  26th,  and  27th,  ftill  good  winds.  O  the 
wonders  of  the  rolling,  foaming  deep  !  If  the 
Lord's  hand  was  not  underneath,  wre  fiiould 
furely  fink  beneath  the  raging  waves.  Who 
can  be  an  atheift ;  or  what  can  be  an  atheift’s 
hope  ?  28th,  a  very  good  lively  wind,  cloudy 
and  fmall  rains.  Laft  night,  a  night  of  an- 
guifli  to  my  proved  foul.  All  former  ex¬ 
perience  cannot  prevent  renewals  of  unfpeak- 
able  anxiety ;  when  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to 
prove  his  own  as  6  at  Maflah/  and  to  6  ftrive 
with  them  (in  his  own  way)  as  at  the  waters 
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md  ivJ  ri  9  h’  an  excellent  w!nd,  cloudy 
«  d  vi  et.  I  he  manners  call  the  lead,  and  Found 

o  an  dings  at  about  90  fathoms.  30th,  fair 

thifmo  Weatbei'  k,WaS  agreed  ™  b0ard- 
“  ™ng-’  when  the  Fun  was  about  two 

lours  and  an  half  high,  that  we  had  non 

*  ,  bair  weather  at  a  time,  fmce 

we  left  Bofton  as  this  morning.  -71ft,  in  tgc 

uioinmg  found  fixty  Fathom  water;  we  were 
now  .abreaft  Scilly  iflands  according  to  our  cal¬ 
culations  :  This  aFternoon  we  Faw  die  Lizard  : 

frelh  wind  and  cloudy.  Thus  ends  the  year 
1792.  J 

ifl  of  the  Fir  ft  month,  1793,  The  wind  in. 
creaFed  From  a  good  frelh  breeze, .  to  a  ftron<r 
gale  ;  law  land  divers  times  this  day.  and  a 
number  of  fhips  going  up:  and  down  the  En- 
ghlh  channel.  2d,  almoft  calm.  Thus,  after 
a  .  01  m ,  comes  a  calm  !  May  my  foul  take 
courage  to  weather  out  the  yet  remaining 
•itorms  of  hie;  in  confideration  that,  now  and 
then,  it  will  be  calm  j  and  in  full  hope  of  a 
d  e  entrance  ere  long,  and  an  eternal  calm  abode 
111  the  haven  of  immortal  blits ;  even  as  we  are 
now,  I  tiuil,  about  entering  in  a  few  days 
our  outward  port.  3d,  in  the  morning  4 
"Wwie  off  Calais  cliffs,  aim  oft  becalmed;  gained 
ho  ground  all  day.  4th,  after  beating  to 
5iud  fro  all  night,  juft  in  by  the  land  near 
Calais,  we  took  a  pilot  on  board  from  thence 

#  Exod,  xv ii. 
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tliis  morning,  and  tried  to  work  up  the  (traits; 
but  made  little  advance,  by  reafon  ot  contrary 
winds  and  tides.  We  lay  at  anchor  this  night 
between  Calais  and  Dunkirk* 

5 th,  got  within  about  four  miles  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  harbour  ;  could  get  no  further,  fo  call 
anchor  again  :  but,  being  defirous  to  be  with 
the  few  friends  at  Dunkirk  next  day  at  meet> 
jng,  I  went  on  board  the  pilot  boat,  among 
coarfe  uncouth  Flemmings  and  a  Frenchman 
or  two,  all  (Dangers,  and  got  fafe  afliore  ;  and 
foon  to  the  lioufe  of  my  dear  friends  William 
Rotch  and  family,  of  Nantucket,  now  refi- 
dent  here  at  Dunkirk  in*  French  Flanders, 
where  I  met  a  very  cordial  reception.  My 
foul  bowed  in  thankfulnefs  to,  Ifrael’s  God.,, 
whofe  tinfailing  arm  had  thus  far  borne  upr 
and  whofe  goodnefs  fo  far  had  fulfilled  his 
holy  word,  as  to  bring,  me  fafe  through  all  to 
iliore  !  6th,  I  fat  with  the  fetv  friends  of  this 
place  in  their  meeting,  and  rejoiced  in  the 
Divine  prefence;  of  which  my  enjoyment  was 
greater,  than  at  any  time  during  my  whole 
pafia>e  from  America.  My  way  opening  in  a 
imall  tefiimony,  my  foul  was  relieved,  and 
pr ailed  God  on  the  banks  of  deliverance,  both 
outward  and  inward. 

yth,  wrote  letters  home  to  my  friends.  8th 
and  9th,  vifited  fome  families.  Dear  Robert 
Grubb,  of  Ireland,  came  here  from  Paris  the 
lake  evening.  13th,  I  found  a  good  degree  of 
relief  in  the  publick  meeting ;  but  became 

”  '  much 


JOURNAL  OF 


3°4 

much  more  thoroughly  relieved,  in  an  evening 
meeting  which  we  found  a  concern  to  hold; 
nt  the  fixth  hour.  The  meeting-place  was  filled 
by  friends  and  others,  and  it  was  a  good  time  : 
an  at  the  clofe  we  had  a  folid  opportunity 
with  the  members  only,  and  advifed  and  en- 

*1  •  ^  as  way  opened  in  the  life ;  and 

divers  young  friends  being  fenfibly  impreffed 
with  a  living  fenfe  of  the  neceflity of  prefling 
forward  in  the  line  of  duty,  my  foul  rejoiced 
among  them,  aftey  feveral  days  of  clofe  inward 
exercife.  14th,  I  left  Dunkirk,  accompanied 
bj  my  dear  friends 'William  Rotch  and  Robert 
Grubb,  and  rode  to  Calais ;  and,  feeling  quire- 
clear  of  Dunkirk,  it  was  to  me  a  pleafant  ride, 
though  the  ways  were  very  broken  and  diffi- 
cult,  *5^3  the  wind  being  very  high,  we 
were  detained  in  Calais,  from  crofling  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  though  the  detention  was  not  de¬ 
finable,  yet  being  refigned,  we  fell  into  a  field 
ot  .  lnftru&ive  and  cementing  converfation, 
which  I  truft  will  not  foon  if  ever  be  erafed. 

1 6th  and  17th,  flill  detained  at  Calais.  18th, 
crofled  to  Dover,  and  was  glad  to  find  myfelf 

at  laft  in  the  company  of  my  dear  friends  in 
England. 

20th,  at  Dover  fore  and  afternoon  meetings, 
and  an  evening  fitting  at  the  houfe  of  my  dear 
friend  Richard  Raker,  with  a  pretty  large 
number  of  friends  ;  I  had  full  opportunity  to 
become  relieved  in  mind,  in  regard  to  the  deep 
travail  of  fpint  which  I  felt  for  friend's  of  this 
place :  may  they  live  loofe  to  the  world,  and 


JOB  SCOTT.  4  3 °5 

feparaie  from  its  beguiling  friendfhips  and  in¬ 
fluence.  21  ft  and  22d,  much  unwell  with  a 
cold,  and  a  deep  heavy  cough,  fo  that  I  kept 
houfe.  23d,  rode,  accompanied  by  my  dear 
friend  William  Rotch,  by  poft-chaife,  to  Ro- 
chjefter,  and  lodged  at  our  friend  William 
Cowper’s.  24th,  attended  the  meeting  at  Ro- 
chefter ;  long  filent,  but  at  length  I  was  a  little 
helped  in  teftimony  :  my  travail  was  and  is, 
that  friends  there  may  live  and  move  in  the 
life  of  true  religion.  25th,  we  went  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  attended  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
there ;  26th,  we  attended  two  fittings  of  laid 
pieeting,  and  my  concern  wras,  that  Friends 
might  dwell  deep,  and  aft  in  the  current  of 
life  in  their  religious  movements  :  I  laboured 
a  little  to  that  purpofe,  and  found  fatisfaftion. 
27  th,  attended  in  the  forenoon  Gracechurch 
ftreet  meeting  ;  afternoon  that  at  Devonfhire- 
Houfe  ;  in  the  evening  we  again  attended  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings,  where  my  concern  and 
labour  Hill  was,  that  Friends  fhould  dwell  and 
aft  in  the  Divine  life.  28th,  xwe  attended  the 
Seleft  Morning  meeting,  where  my  fervice  was 
in  filent  travail  among  them.  29th,  attended 
Horflydown  meeting,  filent,  as  alfo  next  day 
at  the  Feel  meeting.  31ft,  livingly  opened 
in  Ratcliff  meeting,  to  a  degree  of  unfpeak- 
able  rejoicing ;  at  the  Park  meeting,  in  the 
evening,  I  flood  up  in  a  feeling  fenfe  of  fome 
good,  and  much  good-will ;  but  could  not 
get  forward,  the  way  quite  cJofed  up,  and  I  fat 
down.  ■  ;  i  n.'y; 

- „  »  ,  '  }  ■  >  ’  1  x  \  ,  ;  '  v  ’  1  *.  i  t  ;  *  i  *  „•  ■  .  .  g*  t  *  1  l.  .l>,  *  4  *  ■  * 
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•  1  ?  °rcS^0nd  montlb  I  attended  the  Meet 

°,r  3d’  *n  dle  f°renoon  I  at 

rf’’dpd  ,Vv  cftmmfter  meeting,  and  afternoon 
e  1  eel  ;  in  both  I  had  Divine  relief  in  beat 
mg  gofpel  testimony.  4th,  attended  the  Sdet 
Morning  meeting.  5th,  we  attended  Devon 
jhire-Houfe  Monthly  meeting,  my  way  wa 
much  clofed.up.  6th,  my  foul  was  made  glac 
m  gofpel  teftimony,  at  Grace- church  ftree 
Monthly  meeting.  7th,  we  rode  out  aboui 
,1X  mdes,  to  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Totten, 
nam,  where  the  Lord  livingly  helped  us ;  ii 
was  a  good  time,  and  we  returned  in  the  even, 
mg.  8th,  attended  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
9th,  we  vifited  divers  friends  families.  10th. 
m  the  forenoon  we  attended  the  Park  meeting’ 
and  in  the  afternoon  that  at  Horflydown: 
m  both  the  Lord  dealt  bountifully  with  us. 
Truth  riling  over  all,  and  we  may  thankfully 
lay,  ‘  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.’  nth, 
found  relief  in  clearing  my  mind  in  a  good  degree 
m  the  Seleft  Morning  meeting.  12th,  we  at¬ 
tended  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Horflydown. 
1  gth,  I  rejoiced  in  1  ruth’s  victory  over  death, 
in  a  meeting  at  the  fchool-houfe,  for  Friends  of 
Peel  meeting.  Alfo  on  14th,  at  the  Monthly 
meeting  at  Weftminfter.  1.5th,  had  a  hard  cold 
and  cough  ;  kept  houfe ;  and  1 6th  and  17th, 
flill  unwell.  1 8th,  I  got  out  though  weak  to 
the  Select  Morning  meeting.  19th,  we  went 
out  to  Barking  Monthly  meeting,  held  at 
PI ai flow,  about  four  or  live  miles  from  London, 
ootli,  attended  Peel  Monthly  meeting,  where 
I  was  much  clofed  up  except  in  difcipjine;  21ft, 
too-  that 
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that  at  Ratcliff  much  in  the  fame  way.  2 2d, 
attended  the  School  Meeting  near  Iflington,  and 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  :  ftill  I  was  quite 
flint  up  in  filence.  23d,  I  wrote  letters  to  my 
friends.  24th,  attended  Devonfliire-Houfe  and 
Grace-church  ftreet  meetings,  and  Select  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  evening  at  Devonfhire-Houfe,  be- 
fldes  a  family  viiit :  in  all  which  Truth  tri¬ 
umphed  over  all;  the  Lord  himfelf  gave  the 
word,  and  in  his  Divine  life  and  authority  it  was 
publiihed.  25th,  we  attended  the  Select  Morn¬ 
ing  meeting  to  a  good  degree  of  fatisfaction  5 
26th,  at  Horilydown,  and  27th  at  Deptford ;  the 
teftimony  and  word  of  life  were  rejoicingly 
witnefled  in  eminent  exaltation,  divers  perfons 
attended  not  of  our  fociety  ;  the  fpring  of  the 
gofpel  and  its  glorious  doitrines  were  livingly 
opened.  28th,  truth  opened  gofpel  doftrines, 
and  brought  forth  neceffary  admonitions  and 
warnings,  in  its  own  pure  life,  at  Weftminfler, 
where  we  fet  up  our  Ebenezer,  and  thankfully 
acknowledged,  as  on  many  former  occafions, 
6  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.’  ift  of 
Third  month,  I  was  at  the  Meeting  for  Suffer¬ 
ings,  Ann  up  in  filence.  2d,  I  wrote,  vifited  a 
fick  friend,  and  rode  to  Plaiflow,  to  attend 
meeting  there  next  day. 

3d  of  Third  month,  we  had  a  good  open 
meeting  at  Plaiflow.  4th,  I  had  folid  relief  in 
the  Select  Morning  meeting  through  deep 
dwelling  and  plain  dealing  :  may  the  Lord 
fallen  it  as  a  nail  in  a  fure  place.  5th,  we 
attended  the  Monthly  meeting,  at  Pevonfliire- 

Houfe  j 
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Houfe ;  ^ 6th,  that  at  Grace-churcLStrect ;  7th, 
that  at  Tottenham :  in  all  which  I  had  folid 
atisractioii ;  as  alio  at  an  evening  meeting 
which  I  was  concerned  to  appoint  on  the  8th, 

lottenham:  general  notice  was  given,  and 
it  was  a  large  crowded  meeting,  many  not 
ot  our  lociety  attending.  It  was  long  filent : 

ut  after  that,  Truth’s  do&rines  were  largely 
opened  and  declared  to  the  people,  who  be- 

C  n*ner^  commendably,  and  Avere  remark- 
aoly  Itill  and  quiet  through  the  long  filence. 
and  to  the  clofe  of  the  meeting. 

-  *  vifited  divers  families,  and  therein 

had  peace;  and  10th,  attended  meeting  fore 
and  afternoon  at  Tottenham  ;  nth,  the  Seleft 
Morning  meeting;  and  12th,  the  meeting  at 
Devonfhire-Houfe ;  all  to  folid  fatisfeftion  in 
the  Lord.  13th,  we  attended  the  Monthly 
meeting  at  Staines,  feventeen  miles  from  Lon¬ 
don  ;  and  next  day  their  particular  meeting 
at  the  fame  place  :  in  both  which  truth  reigned 
over  all  1  thanks  be  unto  God  who  gave  the 
yiftory !  Many  not  of  our  fociety,  being 
informed,  attended  the  laft  meeting;  and  I 
believe  feme  of  them  were,  through  the  open¬ 
ings  of  Divine  life,  folidly  inftru&ed  and 
folemnized  in  fpirit.  15th,  we  had  a  good 
open  meeting  at  Longford,  and,  on  16th, 
another  at  Uxbridge;  17th,  one  at  Brentford, 
and  in  the  evening,  one  at  Hammerfmith,  all 
favoured  meetings ;  though  many  of  the  peoples’ 
views  and  expeftations,  being  too  much  out¬ 
ward,  caufed  the  Ipring  to  be  long  (hut  up  in 
v  '  feveral 
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feveral  of  them.  This  may  be  ftrange  do&rine 
to  fome  ;  but  fome  others  know  that  the  fpring 
muft  be  opened  in  the  hearer,  orelfe  there  can 
be  but  little  profitably  done  by  the  fpeaker  : 
and  he  that  lpeaks  only  in  the  ability  that 
God  immediately  gives,  mud  feel  a  door  of 
entrance  in  the  people’s  minds,  or  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  fafely  and  relievingly  forward. 
But  when  the  fpring  is  livingly  opened  in  him 
that  fpeaketh,  and  in  thofe  that  hear ;  then  it 
is  that  4  Deep  calleth  unto  deep,  at  the  found 
6  of  the  wraterfpouts’#  of  life,  and  here  in- 
ftru&ion  is  fealed. 

_  V,  'X  .  •  » 

v  •  .  4  f  K  ; 

After  thefe  meetings  we  rode  to  London, 
and  were  affe&ionately  received  by  our  dear 
friend  John' Eliot,  his  wife,  and  children.  i8th, 
we  again  attended  the  Seleft  Morning  meeting 
in  the  city,  to  a  degree  of  fatisfa&ion.  19th, 
we  were  at  Monthly  meeting  at  Barking ;  20th, 
at  a  meeting  appointed  atPlaiftow;  and,  on 
2  id,  at  their  meeting  at  Barking  ;  all  afford¬ 
ing  fome  confolation.  2  2d,  we  attended  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  at  London.  23d,  I 
wrote  letters  home,  and  went  out  to  Wandf- 
worth.  24th,  The  word  of  the  Lord  was 
powerful  through  me,  a  poor  inftrument,  to 
the  *people  at  Wandfworth ;  and  I  can  truly 
fay  with  Paul,  4  according  to  his  working 
1  which  worketh  in  me  mightily,’  j  in  many  of 
thefe  meetings :  may  it  have  its  full  effeft  on 
the  minds  of  the  people.  2 5th,  we  attended 

•  Pfalm  xlii.  7.  t  Colof.  i.  29. 
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Gr1(S,eIlft.?>Tterly  meetin?  Jn  London,  at 
tj,  ‘  n’°  lmc  '  Lieet>  where  I  was  filent ;  26th, 
the  Quarterly  meeting  for  worfhip  and  difci- 

f  ,  ,Wds  Lrge  and  favoured.  27th,  we  at- 

thed  Y  itSi  .ad/?Urament’  and>  the  evening, 
he  Youth  s  Quarterly  meeting  for  worfhip. 

2  Yh,  were  at  the  meeting  at  Kingflon  Upon 

lames,  where  fome  hardened  hearts  were  felt 

to  oppoie  in  fpirit  the  arifing  of  Truth’s  tefti- 

mouy,  they  being  in  a  dark  and  unbelieving 

;Y  m  ren/’ng}  we  had  a  meetin§ 

Lihex,  to  folid  fatisfafiion.  29th,  attended  the 
bunal  of  a  friend  at  Alton:  dark  fpirits  here 
1  apprehended,  inwardly  oppofed  the 
rutn  ;  however,  the  telfimony  arole,  through 

timLoS”5’  °VCr  aIh  bldIed  be  the  “me  of 


,  3°Y>  We  had  an  evening  meeting  at  Go- 
dalm.ng,  to  fome  folid  inftriufoon ;  and  71ft  at 

V;ndod  tbe  y°re  and  afternoon  meetings5  at 
Guild (Ord,  in  which  Truth  reigned,  though 

t  ungs  are  low  there.  In  the  evening,  we  at¬ 
tended  the  Select  Quarterly  meeting;"  and,  ifl 
of  f  ourth  monch,  truth  livingly  qualified  to 
labour,  both  in  the  Quarterly  meeting  for 
worfhip,  and  in  the  mens’  and  womens’ 
meetings  for  church  affairs.  2d,  we  rode  to 
Reading,  and,  3d,  had  a  meeting  there;  and 
in  the  evening  at  Kerby.  4th,  one  at  Shilling- 
ford,  and  in  the  evening  at,  Wallingford  ;  and, 
5,t  i,°ne  at  Abingdon:  in  all  which  divers  befides 
rncnds  attended,  but  feemed  in  general  to 
lut'c  very  little  fenfe  of  any  thing  more  in  reli¬ 
gion 
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gion  than  the  cufiomary  formal  performances ; 
which,  according  to  my  obfervation,  is  too 
generally  the  cafe  with  the  profeffors  of  religion 
in  England.  Tell  them  any  thing  about  divine 
life  in  religion,  and  they  feem  to  think  one  an 
enthufiaft  ;  and  perhaps  fome  of  them,  would 
give  a  fmile  of  ridicule :  yet,  to  do  them 
juflice,  they  are  pretty  generally  civil ;  but 
appear  very  infenfible  and  unbelieving  as  to 
Divine  influence.  There  is  indeed  fo  little  en¬ 
trance  into  their  hearts  in  many  places,  that  it 
almofl prevents  a  door  of  utterance  ;  and  when 
fomething  opens,  it  requires  great  humility  and 
watchfulnefs.  to  keep  on  the  right  foundation. 
I  had  fome  fatisfaftion  in  thefe  laft  meetings, 
though  Truth  did  not  reign  triumphant  over  all, 
as  at  fome  other  times. 

yth,  we  had  a  large  meeting  at  Oxford, 
filent  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  but  Truth  gra¬ 
dually  aroie,  and  light  fhined  through  and  over 
great  obfcurity  and  infenfihility.  Oh  !  the  dead- 
nefs  of  profefTors !  Oh !  the  flat  formality  that  too 
generally  reigns !  TheEnglifh  Epifcopal  hierar¬ 
chy  mull  and  will  be  fhaken  !  «  Yet  once  more  I 
fnake  not  the  earth  only,  but  alfo  heaven.5  * 
One  (lone  muft  not  be  left  upon  another,  of  mere 
creaturely  performances,  where  God  is  known 
to^  be  Q. all  in  all\  and  he  is  io  known,  where 
Chrift  has  reigned  in  the  heart,  until  he  has 
£  put  down  all  rule  and  all  authority,5 J  but 
that  of  the  pure  Truth ;  for  this  is  the  ftate  in 

*  Eeb.  xii.  z6»  J  i  Cor.  xv.  24, 
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which  is  fulfilled  the  precious  prediction  am 
promife,  c  that  the  Lord  alone  fhall  be  exalte( 
£  in  that  day:’*  and  that  the  profeffors  o 
Chriftianity  may  be  lhaken  from  their  deac 
forms  and  lifelefs  images,  and  come  to  khov 
6  that  day/  and  therein  God's  exaltation  ove 
all  that  is  of  man,  is  the  travail  and  prayer  o 
my  foul,  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lore 
Jefus  Chrift.  And,  O  my  God,  if  it  be  tlr 
will,  I  pray  thee,  haften  the  more  genera 
coming  and  knowledge  of  that  day  among  th< 
nations.  Amen  !  After  meeting  we  rode  t< 
Witney,  and  9th,  attended  the  Quarterly  meet 
ing  there  ;  I  was  helped  a  little,  but  got  ver 
low  in  mind. 


10th,  I  could  not  fee  my  way  to  go  for 
Wrard,  fo  ftaid  the  Meeting  for  worfhip;  ii 
which  I  felt  and  obferved  a  total  filence, 
believe  ordered  in  Divine  wifdom  as  a  leffoi 
of  inftruttion  to  others.  1  ith,  we  had  a  meet 
ing  at  Farringdon;  12th,  rode  to  Cirencefter 
and  had  an  evening  meeting  there.  13th 
went  to  Flampton,  and,  14th,  were  at  meeting 
atNailfworth  ;  and  in  jthe  evening  at  Painfwick 
15th,  we  had  two  meetings  at  Gloucefter;  anc 
1 6th,  one  at  Rofs.  In  all  thefe,  the  one  uni- 
verfal  and  only  principle  of  all  true  religion  anc 
godlinefs  was  our  help;  and,  through  its  owr 
living  and  helping  influence,  was  declared  anc 
teftified  of  to4  the  people,  though  fometime: 
with  but  little  evidence  of  entrance ;  yet  a 
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others  it  feemed  evidently  to  prevail  over  all. 
iyth,  we  had  a  painful  evening  meeting  at 
•Monmouth,  in  South  Wales;  divers  of  the 
■people  were  whifpering,  talking,  and  fome 
laughing,  near  all  the  time,  for  which  they' 
were  pretty  clofely  reproved.  We  concluded 
the  meeting  without  any  attempt  to  preach  the 
gofpel  among  them,  for  no  way  feemed  to 
open  for  it.  18th,  we  had  a  pretty  large  even¬ 
ing  meeting  at  Pontypool,  to  a  degree  of  fatis- 
faftion.  From  thence  we  went  to  Llandilo,  and, 

•  2 1  ft,  were  at  meeting  there  ;  and  though  I  was 
fenfible  there  was  great  place  in  the  people's 
•minds,  with  ferioufnefs  and  tendernefs,  I  could 
not  exprefs  a  word  of  what  I  felt  flowing  in  my 
heart  towards  them  ;  but,  for  fome  cauie,  was 
made  an  example  of  fiJence  among  them.  O 
Lord,  I  pray  thee,  preferve  my  fpirit  alive  in 
thee,  and  keep  me  fubjectly  given  up,  whether 
to  fpeak  or  keep  filehce.  After  this  meeting 
we  rode  to  Carmarthen,  and,  2 2d,  had  a 
meeting  there  ;  and,  23d,  came  on  the  Seleft 
meeting  of  miniflers  and  elders  there,  for  North 
and  South  Wales,  wherein  I  experienced  con- 
fldei able  exercife  among  them.  Afterwards 
came  on  a  meeting  for  worfhip,  of  Friends 
duly  ;  and  then  die  bufmefs  of  the  Quarterly 
meeting,  namaded  at  tins  feafon  of  the  year, 

by  what  is  called  the  Yearly  meeting. 

* 

wei.e  held  two  large  pubhek  meetings, 
one  in  the  fore,  and  the  outer  111  the  afternoon  ; 
filence  was  my  lot.  25th,  the  Select  meeting, 
and  meeting  for  difcipline  met  again,  after 
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which  Friends  held  another  meeting  for  worfhip 
among  themfelves  in  the  evening.  My  pain  and 
affli&ion  continued  through  all,  though  I  drop¬ 
ped  fome  clofe  hints  in  the  Select  meeting  re- 
ipefting  minifhy,  andf  made  a  few  remarks  in 
the  evening  meeting,  which  afforded  fome  relief 
to  my  mind.  After  all  thefe  meetings,  I  felt 
not  clear  of  the  people  of  Carmarthen:  fo 
when  Friends  were  moftly  gone  from  the  place, 
dear  Deborah  Darby,  Rebecca  Young,  and 
myfelf,  (laid  one  more  meeting,  .viz.  on  26th, 
in  which  I  received  much  relief ;  and,  27th, 
rode  with  a  very  peaceful  mind  to  Swanfea ; 
28th,  had  a  great  enlargement  and  relief  in  the 
meeting  there.  The  four  following  days  we 
had  meetings  at  Neath,  Cowbridge,  Cardilf, 
and  Newport.  Thefe  were  almoft  wholly  of 
people  not  of  our  profeffion ;  among  whom 
gofpel  doftrines  were  opened  (though  under 
fome  depreffion  at  times)  in  Truth’s  life  and 
authority.  An  increafe  of  true  religion  in 
England  and  Wales  is  much  wanting;  yet, 
blelfed  be  Jehovah’s  holy  name!  a  few  are 
found  from  place  to  place,  who  know  it  in  a 
good  degree  of  dominion. 

3d.  we  left  Wales  and  went  to  Briftol, 
where  I  met  with  my  dear  friend  Samuel  Emlen, 
from  Philadelphia  in  America,  on  a  religious 
vilit  to  this  country,  who  had  been  in  this  city 
fome  time.  Our  joy  was  mutual,  and  mingled 
with  tears  of  affection,  in  remembrance  of  pad 
feafons  of  Divine  refrelhment  together  in  our 
native  country.  5th,  we  attended  three  large 
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publick  meetings  at  theFryer’s' meeting  (fo  called) 
in  the  city  of  Briltol ;  6th,  one  more  feleft, 
though  large  ;  and  7th,  two  mo  re  large  publick 
meetings:  thefe  concluded  the  Yearly  meeting 
at  Briflol.  I  was  filent  through  all  thefe  meet¬ 
ings,  as  was  alfo  dear  Samuel  Emlen ;  and  on 
Firft  day  afternoon  the  meeting  tvas  filent  like- 
wife.  I  was  led  to  deplore  the  low  hate  of  the 
miniftry,  with  renewed  defires  that  our  preach¬ 
ing  might  be  fuch,  through  him  who  is  the 
refurreftion  and  the  life,  that  the  dead  may 
be  raifed  :  for  the  letter  will  kill,  does  kill,  and 
has  . killed  its  tens  of  thoufands. 

8th,  I  attended  a  meeting  at  Lawrence  Weflon, 
tvhere,  in  the  power  of  the  gofpel,  I  laboured 
among  them.  9th,  I  fat  the  meeting  in  lilence 
again  at  Briflol ;  and  though  I  exported,  from 
the  exercife  of  my  mind,  my  bonds  would  burft 
in  funder,  it  proved  not  fo  :  the  time  was  not 
come.  ^  We  went  to  Melkfham,  and  vifited 
divers  families,  in  true  gofpel  opennefs  ;  and, 
1 2th,  attended  the  fore  and  afternoon  meetings 
there,  in  both  which  Truth  prevailed.  13th, 
We  attended  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Brum- 
ham  ;  at  fix  in  the  afternoon  we  had  a  meeting 
at  Devizes,  and  one  next  day  at  Marlborough  ; 
after  which  I  again  thankfully  acknowedged, 
‘  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.’*  15th' 
and  1 6th,  we  had  relieving  and  edifying  meet¬ 
ings  at  Newbury  and  Maidenhead ;  our  dear 
friend  Samuel  Emlen  being  with  us  at  thefe. 


*  1  Sam.  vii.  i*. 
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to  our  rejoicing.  17th,  we  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing  at^ Uxbridge ;  after  which,  conduced  by  my 
kind  iriend  John  Hujl9  who  had  been  with  me 
feveral  weeks,  I  went  to  London;  where  I 
attended  the  Yearly  meeting,  which  began  for 
triinifters  and  elders  the  1 8th  of  Fifth  month. 
39th,  I  attended  the  Peel  meeting ;  filent. 

*  4  V.  ■*•'**  ‘  *  *  '  '  ’  * :  ■  «  ~  + 

20th,  Began  the  Yearly  meeting  for  church 
difeipline,  for  infpe&ing  into  the  (late  of  the 
focietv  and  regulations  thereof,  which  con¬ 
tinued  by  adjournments  until  the  28  th  ;  as  did 
the  Select  meeting  until  the  29th,  the  latter 
not  meeting  every  day  like  the.  former :  and 
though  I  was  filent  in  feveral  of  thefe  meetings, 
yet  I  had  feme  fcrvice  in  fome  of  them,  both 
publick  and  in  a  more  feleft  capacity ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  I  dyad  a  good  degree  of  folid 
fatisfaclion  in  this  Yearly  meeting.  The;  great 
Helper  of  Ifrael  was  graeioufly  pleafed  to  fiiine 
upon  our  hearts,  and  qualify  for  fervice  in  his 
church ;  and  many  deeply  exercifed  fouls 
being  gathered  together,  they  were  a  (Length 
to  each  other.  Friends  generally  appeared 
Cohdefc ending  to  what  arofe  as  Truth’s  judg¬ 
ment,  whomsoever  it  was  through,  and  how¬ 
ever  contrary  to  what  they  had  conceived  or 
dxpreffed.  The  Lord  is  railing  up  a  living  army 
in  this  nation,  who  are,  and  if  they  (land  faith¬ 
ful  will  yet  become  more  and  more,  ufeful  in 
the  militant  church.  Oh,  the  need  there  is  of 
■wifdom  and  forbearance  in  the  church  !  May 
the  God  of  Ifrael  guide,  guard,  and  preferve 
the  honcli-hearted ;  and  may  they,  in  the  be- 
"■yL  ‘  ’*  coming 
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coming  meeknefs  of  true  wifdom,  keep  flngly 
to  his  Divine  inftruciions. 

goth,  I  attended  W eflminfter  meeting  to  the 
relief  of  my  mind;  and  gilt,  the  fchool-meetiog 
for  the  children,  at  Cl  erkenwell ,  in  which  I  found 
little  exercife  in  the  miniilry.  In  this  meeting, 
dear  Mary,  the  wife  of  our  friend  Gecrp'e 
Stacy,  and  daughter  of  our  beloved .  friend 
Rachel  Wilfon,  for  the  firft  time  appeared  in 
publick  teftiinony.  May  the  Lord  preferve.  her  : 
flie  appeared  to  be  a  deeply  cxercifed  woman, 
and  to  have  given  up  greatly  in  the  crols,  thus 
to  be  expofed. 

i ft  of  Sixth  month,  I  wrote  letters  and  vifited 
the  Tick  and  afflicted.  2d,  I  attended  Feel  and 
Weftminfter  meetings,  to  the  foiid  peace  of  my 
mind  ;  gd,  the  morning  meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders ;  4th,  the  Monthly  meeting  at 
Devonfhire-Houie :  an  open  and  triumphant 
lea  Ion  ;  5  th,  the  Monthly  meeting  at  Grace- 
church-Street,  6th,  that  at  Tottenham,  iilent 
as  to  publick  teftimony.  7th  and  8th,  Jofeph 
Nicholfon  going  with  me  for  Ireland,  we  rode 
to  Birmingham,  a  large  town ;  and  9th,  were 
at  their  two  meetings,  and  preparative  meeting  ; 
and  10th,  had  a  meeting  at  Tamworth :  in  ad 
which  Truth  reigned,  and  life  was  in  dominion, 
though  tilings  are  but  low  at  thofe  places, 
nth,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Uttoxeter,  wherein,, 
though  I  had  much  to  lay,  I  found  very  little, 
fatisi  action  ;  but  had  great  need  of  patience 
aftei  it  was  ended,  in  order  to  my  inherit! n n 

the 
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the  promifcs.  12th  and  13th,  attended  the 
Quarterly  meeting  at  Leek,  to  folid  fiitisfaftion. 
1  hen  went  to  Macclesfield,  Stockport,  and 
AEoiley  ;  the  laft  a  very  large  but  exercifing 
meeting.  I  found  much  to  fay ,  but  got  little 
folk!  relief,  xy  th,  we  refted  at  our  dear  friends 
Richard  and  Martha  Routh/s;  and  iSth,  at¬ 
tended  Monthly  meeting  at  Mancheffer.  igth, 
we  had  a  good  meeting  at  Oldham,  and  20th, 
another  at  Crawfhawbooth,  alfo  attended  Month¬ 
ly  meeting  there.  21ft,  we  had  a  hleffed  large 
meeting  at  Marfden,  and  one  the  fame  day  at 
Sawley.  Thence  we  went  to  Newton,  and, 
23d,  were  at  meeting  there  ;  had  much  labour 
and  little  relief;  and  25th,  we  had  a  meeting 
at  Preflon,  to  feme  fatisfaction,  a  few  ferious 
people  attending  among  others.  We  went 
on.  to  Liverpool ;  where,  26th,  at  dear  Robert 
Benfon’s,  I  wrote  letters  to  my  friends  both 
in  New  and  Old-England,  and  next  day  attended 
meeting  there  ;  the  fpring  was  low,  but  rofe 
gradually,  fome  of  us  finging  joyfully  unto  it. 

28th  and  29th,  I  Was  unwell,  and  the  wind 
was  againft  our  paffage  to  Ireland ;  but,  after 
feveral  days'  detention  by  contrary  winds,  and 
attending  their  meetings  on  Firft  day,  on  the 
4th  of  the  Seventh  month,  we  failed  for  Ire¬ 
land,  in  the  Viceroy  Packet  of  Liverpool.  The 
wind  was  moftly  contrary  during  the  paffage, 
which  was  therefore  a  long  and  trying  one  of 
near  fix  days,  gth,  We  landed  at  Dublin,  where 
I  received  comfortable  letters  from  home  ;  and 
after writing  letters  and  vifiting  a  few  families, 

OH 
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on  tlic  1 2th,  attended  meeting  at  Sycamore- 
Alley  in  Dublin*  in  the  life  and  power  of  the 
gofpel.  14th,  I  attended  the  meetings  at  Meath- 
Street  and  Sycamore-Alley,  to  my  own  great 
relief  of  mind  ;  16th,  the  Monthly  meeting  at 
Meath-Street,  in  the  enlargement  of  the  gofpel ; 
and,  through  feme  clofe  fearching  labours,  got 
great  relief.  Meath-Street  and  Sycamore- Alley 
meetings  are  both  for  the  fame  friends*  but 
held  alternately  to  accommodate  both  parts  of 
the  town.  17th,  accompanied  by  my  kind 
young  friend  Thomas  Bewley,  junior,  fon  of 
clear  Thomas  Bewley,  at  whofe  houfe  I  lodged 
at  Dublin,  I  went  to  Baltiboys,  and  had  there 
an  open  meeting  among  a  few  friends  and 
others  ;  and  we  rode  to  Ballitore,  where  I  was 
fick  all  the  next  day,  being  taken  the  day 
before.  1  gth,  had  a  pretty  good  meeting  here, 
and  next  day  another  at  Caftle-Dermot ;  the 
day  following  at  Carlow,  where,  near  the  clofe 
of  the  afternoon  meeting,  I  had  to  bear  tefti- 
mony,  to  a  good  degree  of  peace  and  fatisfaftion. 
22d,  long  lilence  prevailed  in  a  meeting  I  had 
at  Kilconnor  ;  but  Truth  gave  us  the  viftory  at 
laft  :  bleffed  be  the  name  cf  the  Lord  forever! 
Then  we  had  meetings  at  Rofs,  Foreft,  Ennef- 
corthy,  Cooladine,  Ballintore,  Ballinclay,  Bab 
licone  and  Wicklow,  taking  two  in  a  day ;  all 
pretty  open  fads  factory  meetings  except  the 
laft,  which  was  fomewhat  painfully  exercifing. 

_  1  %  r  ■  . 

29th,  we  returned  to  Dublin,  and  next  day- 
attended  the  meeting  for  worfhip,  and  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  Monthiy  meeting  at  Meath- 
s  j  -  -  ?  4  '  " "  *  "  Street  $ 
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Street;  and  the  day  following,  wrote  to  ray 
family,  and  lame  other -friends  .in  America. 
*  he,h  Accompanied  ftill  by  dear  Thomas 
-bewlcy,  jun.  went  to  Rathfriland,  and  3d 
or  Eighth  month  had  a  good  meeting  there. 

attended  the  meeting  there,  both  fore 
and  afternoon.  I  was  considerably  enlarged, i-a 
teflimony,  but  in  fo  low  and  feeble  a  manner, 
that  cuiei  meeting*  1  lank  into  great  difcourage- 
inent,  to  think  that  though  I  flood  up  and 
,  Proceeded  in  the  evidence  and  feeling  of  duty, 
yet.  very  little  life  or  relief  of  mind  was  ex’ 
perienced  :  the  meeting  was  large.  5th,  ex~ 
crcife  of  mind  and  pain  cl  body  can  fed  the  * 
hill  to  be  unto,  me  a  night  of  much  uneafmds  ; 
but  endeavouring  this  morning  to  £  poffcls  my- 
felf  in  patience,"  I  became  at  length  compofed. 
6th,  1  remained  unwell,  but  rode  tp  Lufgan, 
and  was -at  meeting  there  next  day.  I  felt  no 
freedom  that  publick  notice  Should  be  given, 
which  was  very  unuiual ;  and  near  the°clofe 
of  the  meeting,  (having  fat  in  Silence)  I  flood 
up,  though  not  expecting  to  fay  any  thing  in 
the  ufual  line  of  theminiflry,  and  told  them,  that 
thole  who  go  to  their  religious  meetings  with 
expectations  and  defires  of  outward  help,  and 
are  thereby  diverted  from  looking  inward  and 
feeling  after  Divine  help,  go  to  their  meetings 
in  a  deviation  of  mind  from  a  true  gofpel  flate 
and  dependence;  and  that  all  who  are  looking  to 
inftruments  for  help  in  their  meetings,  other- 
wile  than  helped  of  God  through  them  and 
in  his  own  time,  and  according  to  his  own 
will,  are  not  true  worfhippers  in  fpirit  and  in 

truth. 
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truth.  But  I  have  caufe  to  believe,  that,  even 
feme  of  our  fociety,  who  at  times  attend 
meetings,  and  fit  very  Hill  and  orderly,  know 
little  or  nothing  of  true  filence  ;  and  ice!  vei.y 
little  of  that  exercife  of  foul,  by  which  they 
might  experience  true  Chriftian  watch  and 
prayer,  when  affembled  together  before  God, 
and  in  his  awful  prefence.  I  he  meeting  then 
broke  up,  and  I  felt  folid  peace,  in  a  living 
fenfe  that  I  had  not  kindled  a  fire  of  my  own; 
but  had  been  limited  to  Truth’s  pure  motion, 
which  is  ever  fafe. 

8th,  I  was  at  the  meeting  at  Lifburn  :  pub- 
lick  notice  was  given,  but  the  meeting  was 
filent.  9th,  I  had  a  meeting  at  Hillfborough, 
wherein  I  laboured  in  a  low  way,  I  hope  to 
fome  edification.  Truth  rofe  not  very  high, 
and  I  rejoiced  that  the  animation  of  nature 
rofe  not  above  it.  nth,  I  was  at  meeting  at 
Ballinderry  in  the  forenoon,  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  was  again  at  Lifburn,  both  good  open 
meetings.  13th,  I  had  a  large  painful  meet¬ 
ing  among*  the  Prefbyterians,  at  Newtown- 
Aras  near  Mile-Crofs.  They  were  too  wife 
rich  and  ‘full,  for  inftrumental  help  much  to 
reach  or  benefit  them.  I  left  them  with  a 
heavy  heart,  and  returned  with  my  kind  friend 
John  Hancock*  to  his  houfe  near  Lifburn ; 
1  gth,  attended  Monthly  meeting  there,  to  a 
good  degree  of  fatisfaction,  the  next  day  had 
a  good  meeting  at  Antrim,  and  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  another  at  Grange  ;  and  then  went  to 
Baliimena,  where,  on  the  x  8th,  1  had  a  very 
!'J  •  '  .  v  5  large 


/ 


322 


JOURNAL  OF 


nftltrnJ  fAi  Car  TlS  °pcn  in  a  few  to 

'  n  70fpe  /reacl,ed;  burthe  crowd  and 

Kahr°an5  .  g/eat’  and  larSe  nuff*ers  fo 

°  unfettled,  and  fome  fo  noify,  that 

we  were  under  a  necefiity  of  concluding  the 
meeting,  mucn  fooner  than  otherwife  we  might 
have  done :  after  which  divers  of  the  fober 
people  with  tears  defired  we  would  have  ano¬ 
ther  meeting,  and  propofed  our  having  a  lar^e 
meeting-houfe  in  the  town  for  the  purpofe. 
I  hey  appeared  greatly  grieved  at  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  fome  ol  their  neighbours,  and 
much  dilappointed  at  hearing  fo  little  of 
Truth’s  living  teflimony  declared.  My  bowels 
}  earned  towards  them,  hut  we  could  not 
fee  a  way  open  in  the  light  to  appoint  another 
meeting.  Indeeu  what  little  w'as  uttered  amorm 
them  was  fo  much  in  the  life,  that  they  greatly 
hungered  foi  more  ;  and  I  thought  it  much 
better  to  leave  them  hungering,"  than  to  fill 
them  until  they  might  even  loath  the  honey¬ 
comb.  fo  in  much  love  we  left  them,  and 
rode  to  Bal{ynacree. 

t  pth,  we  had  good  open  meetings  at  Bally- 
firtcree  and  Colerane.  My  opennefs  and  fer- 
vfee  was  as  ufual  mofily  towards  people  not 
r,F  our  fociety ;  and  nejtt  day  at  Toberhead, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  feeble  one ;  and  the 
day  following  I  had  good  fatisfaftion  in  the 
Monthly  meeting  at  Grange,  near  Charlemonr, 
both  in  the  publick,  and  in  the  more  feleft, 
part.  There  is  a  little  living  remnant  of  valu¬ 
able  friends  belonging  to  that  Monthly  meet- 

ing 
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tng,  we  had  a  good  meeting  among 

Friends  and  others,  at  Baltihagan  ;  next  day 
a  relieving  one  at  Moy$  and  25m,  the  foie 
and  afternoon  meetings  at  Grange  were  large 
and  highly  favoured  ;  as  was  that  held  next, 
day  at  the  Prefby terian  meeting-houfe  in  Dun¬ 
gannon.  The  do&rines  of  the  evei  lading 
goipel,  in  molt  of  thefe  meetings  in  the  north, 
flowed  like  oil  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  people . 
but  this  lalt  meeting  was  hurt  by  an  unfkilful 
and  unfeafonable  appearance,  after  the  people 
were  rifen  to  go  out. 

27th,  we  had  a  meeting  at  a  place  called 
Cabragh,  among  a  few  friends  and.  a 
pretty  many  Prelbyterians.  In  this  meeting 
gofpel  truths  flowed  fomewhat  largely,  in  a 
gentle  current  of  life  to  the  people  ;  but  there 
was  too  little  of  a  door  of  entrance  into  their 
hearts,  to  admit  of  any  great  dominion  of  the 
life  Divine  among  them.  Even  Jefus  wrought 
not  many  mighty  works  in  iome  places,  be- 
caufe  of  the  people’s  unbelief.  They  fhut  up 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  againft  themlelves ; 
which  is  often  the  cafe  in  our  day.  Next  day  I 
attended  at  Grange;  and  from  the  31ft  of  th* 
Eighth  month  to  the  gd  of  the  Ninth,  was 
held  the  Quarterly  meeting  there  ;  in  the  courfe 
of  which  Truth  reigned  over  all,  both  in  pub- 
lick  teftimony  and  at  times  in  folemn  ftlence ; 
though  feme  fpirits  feemed  oppofed  thereto. 
4th,  attended  again  the  meeting  at  Grange, 
and  next  day  rode  to  Lurgan,  and  had  a 
painful  meeting  there.  Notice  was  given  to 
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X}lc  to^vn  s  People,  and  many  attended  •  but  ir 

A?knJ  -V  to" 

uDoll  Lie  me  oi  religion.  I  eot  rpi-  f 

ss-  *«• » «“  “ 

m 

Auer  this  I  was  at  two  meetings  at  Mor- 

O  °n  ’  r,nU !i  ent’  ant^  ^le  other  nearly  fo 
P  repat,  Ballihagan,  long  filent  and  fuffering’ 

,  ended  triumphantly;  one  at  Richhill,  dull 

n  rPhe  H  I'  °“  “  TCaftlefll^e,  filent  until 
,ear.  L*le  cl°fe>  wnen  I  opened  to  the  neonlp 

the  impofnbiiity  of  maii’s  preaching  the  oolfil 

whom  immediate  Divine  help  j  one  at  CoL 

’  ^  lerem  tile  j°y  of  the  Lord  was  our 
drength ;  and  in  true  gofpel  authority  the  peo- 

ple  were  inftrufted  in  the  gofpel  myderies  of 

thero\ra  man’  lllSfnoPe  °f  glory.  At  Coothi.ll 

in  fom?  I3  great,  fb  and  a  %ht>  which  was 
,  ,  tlegiee  bloody  confidering  the  occa- 

Iton,  between  the  foldiers  with  fwords  and 
country  people  with  clubs,  about  a  lad  juft 
enlided,  who  attempting  to  make  his  ricape,  the 
-o  cucrs  endeavoured  to  fecure  him,  at  which 
the  country  people  were  enraged,  and  aiming  to 
upport  his  efcape,  the  quarrel  ran  fo  high 
that  the  dreet  was  in  an  uproar  from  end  to 
end  i.  and  being  crowded  full  of  country  peo¬ 
ple,  town  s  people,  and  foldiers,  to  the  amount 
,  Hippo. e  of  feveral  thoufands,  the  fcene  was 
uuiy  effecting :  and  though  1  believe  there 
were  uo  lives  lod,  yet  as  there  was  confidera- 
bie  bloodihed,  and  divers  wounded, 'it  afford- 
d  a  \ciy  honid  fpectacle  of  the  depravity  of 

human 
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human  nature.  I  thought  it  not  amhs  to 
give  a  hint  of  it  here,  as  it  led  me  to  mourn 
over  the  benighted  and  dreadful  hate  of  poor 
mankind. 

.  .  ■  ■  /  ■ 

What  dreadful  wars  have  raged,  through 
almoft  all  ages  and  nations !  What  rivers  of 
blood  have  human  beings  drawn  from  human 
beings ;  and  what  havock  are  men  Hill  mak¬ 
ing  of  human  lives,  who  fay  they  are  Chrif- 
tians  !  At  this  very  day  (Oh,  fad  to  mention) 
are  France  and  England,  and  divers  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations  embroiled  in  cruel  wars.  Will 
the  ftate  of  mankind  never  be  meliorated  ? 
Will  the  fword  devour  for  ever,  and  the  glo¬ 
rious  and  benign  influence  of  the  gofpel,  for 
ever  be  defeated  by  the  wrath  of  men  ?  For¬ 
bid  it,  gracious  heaven  1  Indeed,  I  firmly  be¬ 
lieve,  the  time  will  yet  come  when  c  Nation 
fhall  not  lift  up  fword  againft  nation,  neither 
fhall  they  learn  war  any  more.’  *  Oh,  bleffed 
day  !  Oh,  precious  ftate  of  peace,  harmony, 
and  happinefs !  My  fpirit  breathes  unto  God, 
that  he  may  arife  and  haften  this  great  work 
of  reformation  on  the  earth  ;  that  the  king¬ 
doms  of  this  world  may  become  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  and  of  his  Chrift.  Amen,  faith 
my  foul  1 

After  Oils,  from  die  15th  to  the  21ft,  we 
had  meetings  at  Old-Caftle,  Edenderry,  Titn- 
mahoe,  Rathangan,  Athy,  and  Ballinakilh 

#  Ifai,  ii.  4, 


The 


5^5  JOURNAL  OF 

*  i 

lhc  flrft  of  thefe  was  open  and  edifying,  the 
next  very  eminently  overfhadowed  and  owned 
of  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  notwithftanding 
there  were  fome  ftrong  oppofers  prefent.  Biel- 
fed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent, 
who  reigneth  and  will  reign  over  all ;  con¬ 
vincing  his  enemies,  that  they  are  but  as  duft 
beneath  his  feet,  and  all  their  oppofition  to  his 
spiritual  rdign  and  government,  as  a  cloud 
which  the  fun  difpelleth  ! 

The  reft  of  thefe  meetings  were  moftly  dull 
painful  feafons,  feveral  almoft  filent,  and  the 
others  laborious  and  but  little  relieving.  At 
Rathangan  a  young  man  fat  and  behaved  very 
irreverently  during  much  of  the  meeting :  at 
the  dole.  I  reproved  him  ;  he  retorted,  was 
angry,  and  denied  the  charge,  and  complained 
of  ill  treatment.  I  felt  the  power  of  Truth 
increafing  over  the  meeting,  and  when  he  had 
vented  himfelf  and  fpent  his  venomous  {hafts, 
I  flood  up  and  delivered  what  was  further  on 
my  mind  refpefting  the  poor  dark  depraved 
creature,  and  addrdfed  the  people  in  the  love 
of  the  gofpel,  the  meeting  clofed  to  folid  fatis- 
faftion.  I  found  afterwards  he  was  a  diffolute 
ftage-player.  Oh  the  mifchiefs  of  the  theatre  ! 
what  diffipation  it  promotes  !  It  operates  di¬ 
rectly  agai.nft  the  life  of  religion,  and  tends  to 
the  deftruftion  of  morals.  Where  fliall  we  go 
to  find  the  fear  of  God  in  an  after  ?  Yet,  for-. 
rowful  to  fay,  too  many  great  profeffors  of 
Chriftianity,  and  fome  of  the  pretended  mi- 
Billers  of  the  gofpel,  are  not  aihamed  openly 

to 
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to  plead  for,  and  with  all  their  eloquence 
promote,  the  deftrufHve  pra&ice  of  ftage-play- 
ing.  My  very  foul  is  grieved  within  me  when 
I  view  the  fallen  date  of  poor  degenerated 
Chriftians;  and  above  all,  the  dead,  dark,  and 
carnally  minded  (late  of  the  clergy,  fo  called. 
Like  fwarms  of  locufts  they  darken  the  air, 
and  in  many  places  eat  up  almoft  every  green 
thing.  Inftead  of  turning  the  people  to  God, 
they  bring  them  under  the  admin  iffrati  on  of 
the  letter  that  kill's,  and  thus  the  fpiritual 
freflmefs  or  greennefs,  begotten  of  God  at 
times,  by  his  Holy  Spirit  in  fome,  is  as  it  were 
eaten  out.  But  God  Almighty  will  fweep 
them  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  time 
alTuredly  cometh  when  great  Babylon’s  mer¬ 
chandize  and  traffick  (hall  fail,  and  when  her 
flefh  (hall  be  burnt  with  fire.  The  Lord  of 
hods  hath  fpoken  it ! 

The  teftimony  at  Athy  was  much  by  way 
of  opening  the  deceits,  worldly-mindednefs, 
and  want  of  real  gofpel  qualification,  in  thole 
hireling  teachers,  who,  if  ever  fuch  in  any  age 
exifted,  are  the  c  blind  leaders  of  the  blind.’  * 
And  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  clafs  of  men  in 
thefe  nations  do  more  to  obftruft  the  true 
work  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  coming  of  Chriil’s 
kingdom  on  earth  as  in  heaven,  than  thefe. 
But  I  repeat  it  again,  God  will  do  them  away. 
For  falfe  religion  and  wor(hip  (hall  be  (haken, 
as  well  as  earthly-mindednefs  and  corrupt  go- 

*  Mat,  xv.  14. 
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vernment ;  in  order  to  make  way  for  that 
which  cannot  be  (ha ten,  the  work  of  God’s 
Holy  Spirit  in  men’s  hearts,  and  that  worfhip 
and  religion  which  the  holy  operation  thereof 
enables  man  to  perfevere  in,  to  his  own  un- 
fliaken  peace,  and  the  exaltation  of  the  Divine 
glory. 

At  Ballinakill  there  was  fo  little  fenfe  of 
true  religion  among  the  people,  and  fo  much 
lightnefs  and  irreverence,  that  no  way  opened 
in  the  fpring  of  the  gofpel  to  preach  jefus  and 
the  refurreftion  among  them  :  fo  the  meeting 
was  neceflarily  filent,  for  we  preach  not  our- 
felves ;  and,  not  being  able  rightly  to  call  Jefus 
Lord  but  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  durft  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  preach  his  gofpel  without  that  Divine 
un&ion  and  influence  ;  wrell  knowing  it  cannot 
be  done  ;  and  that  fo  many  thoufands  attempt¬ 
ing  to  do  it,  has  been  the  means  of  overrunning 
the  nations  with  the  dead  formal  image  of 
worfhip,  confiding-  of  words  without  life,  and 
founds  without  fubflance. 

When  the  meeting  concluded,  I  reproved 
the  levity  and  irreverence  of  the  people,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  put  them  upon  a  ferious  inquiry 
refpefting  a  preparation  for  death*  and  left 
them  with  an  aching  heart.  Many  of  them 
fecmed  not  to  know  their  right  hand  from 
their  left,  more  than  the  Ninevites  did  ;  which 
is  indeed  the  cafe  with  too  many  of  the  pro- 
feffors  of  Chriflianity  in  England  and  Ireland; 
and  theprielis,  above  all  men,  have  mournfully 

contributed 


will  ever  be  the  cafe,  where  and  fo  long  as 


hands  of  any  kind.,  however  fpecious  or  re¬ 
fined.  He  will,  indeed,  6  glorify  the  houfe  of 
6.  his  glory/  *  where  his  honour  dwelleth  ; 
where  his  Holy  Spirit  is  the  fpring  of  action  ; 
and  where  he  is  6  the  worker  of  all  things 
where  his  people  will  be'flill,  and  know  that 
he  is  God  ;  where  they  patiently  wait  for  him. 


But,  alas !  alas  !  who  and  where  are  thefe  ? 
Truly,  not  all  who  are  profeffing  fo  to  do. 
But  this  is  the  flandard  unto  which  the  true 

• 

and  thorough  gofpel  worfhipper  .muff  be  re¬ 
duced.  And  though  too  many  among  us  are 
falling  (lion  of  this  flandard;  yet  there  are 
many  who  are  alive  in  the  power  and  domi¬ 
nion  of  Truth,  our  fLrft  principle,  and  the 
everlafting  principle  and  fupport  of  all  that  is 
truly  religious  in  every  fociety,  to  the  world’s 
end. 

•  r  | 

Under  thefe  confiderations,  I  do  mod  fer¬ 
vently  defire  we  may  be  a  living,  faithful, 
fpiritual  people ;  firmly  believing,  if  we  are 
fufficiently  fo,  we  fhall,  above  all  the  families 
of  the  earth,  fhew  forth  God’s  praife ;  many 
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tlioufands  will  flow  unto  Sion  ;  there  they  will 
behold  Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation,  be  bleffed 
with  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  rejoice  in  the 
clew  that  defcends  on  the  mountains  of  Sion, 
where  the  Lord  commands  the  bleiling,  even 
life  for  evermore :  whilft  the  mere  felbactivc 
formal  hirelings,  remaining  in  their  felf-aftive 
hate,  promoting  abolifhed  fhadowy  obfer- 
various,  will  not  afcend  far  into  the  mountain 
or  myrrh  and  hill  of  frankincenfe,  but  continue 
to  wither  and  die.  Read  William  Penn’s  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  the.  People  called  Quakers, 
wherein  is  llrewn  how  one  people  after  another 
funk  into  formality  ;  confider  deeply  how  la¬ 
mentably  it  has  been  the  cafe  with  fome  of  us ; 
and  know’’  aiTuredly,  that  if  we  keep  not  in 
the  Divine  life,  we  ihall  be  reje&ed  as  well  as 
others. 

However,  if  I  am  given  to  difcern  the  figns 
of  the  times,  a  revival  will  take  place  among 
us ;  but  it  wall  be  only  through  faithfulnefs 
and  deep  dwelling,  being  baptized  into  death, 
and  arifing  in  the  newnds  of  life  with  Chrift. 
It  will  not  be  through  a  great  increafe  of  rules 
of  discipline  :  many  have  been  zealous  therein,, 
and  centered  too  much  in  the  letter  that  kills. 

The  fcriptures  are  good,  very  g^od  ;  dis¬ 
cipline,  good  rules,  and  good  order,  all  very 
neceifary  ^  but  dill  it  is  the  Spirit, that  quickens 
and  giveth  life  ;  and  every  departure  from  a 
light  clependancc  on  it,  every  zealous  move¬ 
ment  in  fupport  of  Truth’s  teftintony  inde- 
Oiji  d  .  pendant 
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pendant  of  its  neceffary  aid,  tends  to  introduce 
death,  and  fet  man  on  the  throne,  indead  ot 
him  who  is  God  over  all  for  ever. 

% 

2 2d,  we  attended  meeting  both  fore  and 
afternoon  at  Momrtmellick,  where  live  our  be«? 
loved  friends  Mary  Ridgeway  and  Jane  Watfon, 
lately  on  a  religious  vifit  to  America.  They 
were  both  at  this  time  at  home,  where  I  was 
glad' to  feel  unity  with  their  fpirits  in  the  freth 
life  of  the  everlading  covenant.  It  was  a  time 
of  confiderable  opennefs  and,  enlargement  in 
the  gofpel.  I  had,  as  at  many  other  places, 
to  bear  tedimony  againd  the  blind  leaders  of 
the  blind,  which  fwarm  through  the  land,  and 
are  a  grievous  oppreffion  upon  the  poor 
people,  grinding  them  down  exceedingly ;  and 
yet  in  general  doing  them  no  good,  but  a 
a  great  deal  of  injury,  in  regard  to  the  things 
of  religion.  Indeed,  if  ever  people  fpent  their 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  they  do 
it  mod  forrowfully  fo,  both  in  England  and 
Ireland. 

23d,  I  vifited  two  fchools,  attended  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  miniders  and  elders,  and  then  rode  to 
Tullamore,  where  we  had  a  meeting  confiding 
of  the  people  of  the  town  chiefly.  25th,  we 
had  a  lively  precious  meeting  at  Ballimurry. 
"Next  day  I  reded  and  wrote,  and  endeavoured 
to  be  content  in  my  prefen  t  allotment;  though 
truly,  it  is  fometimes  difficult  to  feel  refignation 
in  fo  painful  a  pilgrimage,  as  much  of  mine 
has  been  in  Ireland.  There  is  fo  much  fuper- 
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iation  and  lifelefs  formality  among  the  people 
m  general ;  fo  little  real  religious  exercife,  or 
true  knowledge  and .  experience  of  Divine 
tuings ;  and  fuch  ftriving  to  make  forms  and 
creaturely  performances  anfwer  indead  of  life 
lubdance,  that  it  is  often  almoft  impoflible 
to  obtain  much  lolid  relief,  by  exprefling 
among  them  even  what  opens  and  imprefles 
in  the  life  and  love  of  the  gofpel. 

1  I  his  was  a  moil  trying  day  to  me.  The 
elements  feemed  all  in  commotion.  Strife,  con- 
tea,  and  alarm,  ieerned  almoft  continually  to 
pervade  the  whole  man,  and  agitate  all  that, 
was  alive  within  me.  I  drove  for  calmnefs 
and  patience  ;  .but  great  was  the  diftrefs  which 
I  was  left  to  labour  under,  and  extreme  the 
duel  tion  of  all  fenflble  comfort  or' divine  good, 
i  looked  up  towards  heaven ;  I  tried  to  draw 
inwardly  near  unto  God,  and  to  crave  his. 
add cance,  and  the  return  of  his  countenance 
and  prefence  ;  but  be  hid  himfelf  in  thick 
darknefs,  and  dood  as  it  were  aloof  from  my 
cry.  I  was  greatly  overwhelmed  with  forrow, 
and  fwallowed  up  of  didrefs.  I  retired  feyeral 
times ;  I  lay  down  on  my  bed ;  I  read  the 
bible,  and  fome  other  precious  writings ;  but 
through  all  I  felt  almoft  as  if  I  was  entirely 
fordtken.  At  length  I  yielded  up  my  whole 
life  and  being,  as  I  had  often  done  before,  to 
go  through  and  endure  every  pang,  peril,  and 
perturbation,  which  God  all-wiie  might  fee 
meet  to  prove  me  with,  and  for  as  long  con¬ 
tinuance  as  lie  fhould  fee  needful.  So,  in  the 

evening, 
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evening,  the  waves  of  the  fea  began  to  fubfide 
a  little,  at  his  voice,  whom  both  wind  and  fea 
obey  for  ever.  I  grew  more  tranquil,  and  had 
a  pretty  good  night’s  reft.  This  morning, 
wrhen  I  awoke,  being  27th,  I  felt  in  my  body 
as  if  I  had  been  all  over  bruifed  ;  fuch  had 
been  my  extreme  agony  of  foul  yefterday,  and 
fuch  is  the  fympathy  between  foul  and  body. 
Some  may  fcarce  believe  me ;  but  there  is 
One  who  knows  1  lie  not.  I  read,  and  then 
walked  out  a  while  ;  the  fun  fhone  pleafantly, 
the  birds  fang,  .and  the.  whole  face  of  nature 
was  beautiful ;  but  my  foul  remembered  the 
gall  and  the  wormwood,  and  I  feemed  for¬ 
bidden  to  take  much  fatisfaction  in  any  thing 
vlftble.  O,  my  God,  thou  art  weaning  me 
(till  more  and  more,  and  much  more  than  I 
once  thought  neceiTary,  from  the  world,  and 
from  all  that  is  in  it.  Well,  good  is  thy  will, 
and  thy  counfel  is  excellent.  Do  with  me 
what  thou  wilt ;  form,  fafhion,  and  reduce  me 
as  thou  pleafeft.  Thou  haft  given  me  clearly 
to  fee,  that  many  who  have  even  been  in  thy 
furnace  come  out  too  foon  ;  and  remain  droiiy 
and  impure  all  their  days,  by  not  abiding  thy 
judgments,  and  not  enduring  the  turnings  of 
,  thy  holy  hand  upon  them  ;  and  not  following 
thee  fully  into  all  that  feparates  and  weans 
from  all  that  flefh  and  blood  delights  in  ;  which 
thou  called:  for,  and  art  gracioufly  leading  fuch 
as  will  follow  thee  into.  Oh  !  redeem  my  foul 
from  all  that  hinders  its  full  and  unimpeded 
accefs  to  thee,  the  fountain  of  living  waters : 
fet  my  affections  wholly  011  things  divine,  and 

make 
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iriake  me  entirely  thy  own  in  the  heavenly 
image  and  fellowship  for  ever. 

A  i  s  • }  i  {.a  ; '  j  j  i  I  *  f  "i  ‘  ;  \ ;  ;  •  ••  •  ■  t,  •  ,  <  ; 

28  th,  in  deep  depreflion  of  fpirit  I  attended 
the  Seleft  Quarterly  meeting  at  Moate,  held  for 
minifters  and  elders  of  the  province  of  Lein- 
fter  ;  next  day  I  attended  the  publick  Quarterly 
meeting,  filent,  excepting  a  lew  words ;  and 
the  day  following  I  attended,  almoft  in  filence, 
the  meeting  for  church  affairs :  and  Oh  !  the 
want  of  deeper  dwelling  in  the  divine  life ! 

1  ft  of  Tenth  month.  Having  thus  fpent 
four  or  five  days  moftly  in  deep  diftrefs  and 
agony  of  foul,  the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  open  the  fpring  of  life,  unfeal  my  lips,  and 
make  me  dip  my  foot  in  oil,  treading  on  high 
places,  in  the  name  and  flrength  of  theHigheft. 
He  tuned  my  harp  anew,  ,put  a  new  fong  in 
my  heart  and  mouth,  and  divinely  ft  rung  my 
bow  for  battle.  Thus  the  concluding  meeting, 
held  for  worfhip,  this  lafl  day  of  the  Quarterly 
meeting,  was  eminently  owned  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  Chrift,  the  refurre&ion  and  the  life,  was 
joyfully  known  among  us.  In  his  refurre&ion 
we  arofe  with  him,  and  becaufe  he  lived,  we 
lived  alfo  ;  I  mean  principally,  fuch  as  had 
been  baptized  in  the  likenefs  of  his  death, 
watched  faithfully  with  him,  and  continued 
with  him  in  his  temptations  and  fufferings  ;  for 
unto  thefe  it  was  he  appointed  a  kingdom : 
theirs  it  is ;  and  they  continuing  ftedfaft  with 
him  through  all  tribulation,  fhall,  in  fpite  of 

death 
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death  and  hell,  enjoy  it.  Much  fearching 
work  prevailed  in  teftimony,  through  the  open¬ 
ings  of  life  ;  and  much  confolation  to  the 
mourners  in  Sion  was  gracioufly  vouchfafed. 

2d,  was  at  Birr  ;  and  4th,  we  had  a  mod 
triumphant  meeting  at  Mountrath  ;  the  tefti¬ 
mony  of  the  gofpel  flowed  like  oil  to  many, 
and  yet  Antichrift  was  expofed  in  his  true 
colours :  bleffed  for  ever  be  the  Lord,  who 
hitherto  hath  helped  us.  After  this  we  had 
meetings  at  Knock  -  Ballamaher,  Roficrea, 
Limerick,  Cork,  Ban  don,  Youghall,  Garry- 
roan,  Clonmell,  and  the  feveral  fittings  of  the 
Quarterly  meeting  at  Waterford,  for  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Munfter.  Divers  of  thefe  were  highly 
favoured  feafons,  but  fome  of  them  .afforded 
far  lefs  fatisfa&ion  than  others.  From  thence 
we  went  to  Dublin,  in  order  to  attend  the 
national  Half-year’s  meeting,  where  I  was 
again  kindly  received  by  my  kind  friend  Tho¬ 
mas  Bewley  and  children ;  and  many  other 
dear  friends  gave  me  a  hearty  welcome  ;  which 
has  alfo  been  my  experience  in  many  other 
places.  On  the  26th,  the  national  Selett  meet¬ 
ing  opened  ;  it  was  large,  and  the  members, 
at  leaft  fome  of  them,  appeared  to  be  alive  ip 
a  good  degree  in  the  holy  root. 

-.4  f  i  •  A,  ■  '  2.  \  *  ~  .v  •  •  .  «  •  •  .  t)  •  V  V  ■  -  .  ■■  ’  •'  *  ~ 

27th,  in  the  meeting  at  Meath-Street  and 
Sycamore-alley,  I  was  greatly  favoured.  Truth’s 
divine  teftimony  was  like  fire  among  rubbifh, 
againft  worldly 4mindednefs,  indifference,  and 
revolt ;  and  fome  frelh  encouragement  flowed 

to 
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to  the  mourners  in  -Sion,  the  djooping-fpirited, 
and  young  and  tender ;  the  do&rines  and  con- 
isolations  of  the  gofpel  being  pretty  largely 
opened.  The  four  days  following  the  national 
meeting  for  good  order  in  the  fociety  was  held 
and  concluded  ;  -alio  two  '  more  meetings  for 
worfhip,  and  the  concluding  Seleft  meeting, 
.all  thefe  as  parts  of  the  National  meeting.  A 
good  degree  of  zeal  appeared  in  many  for  _ihe 
fitpport  of  our  Chriftian  difcipline  ;  and  things 
-were  conducted  in  a  degree  of  brotherly  love 
and  concord  ;  but  yet  the  lack  in  too  many 
of  the  Divine  anointing  oil,  in  the  feveral 
movements,  was  fo  fenfibly  felt,  that  I  fat 
rather  a  mourner  in  moil  of  thefe  meetings, 

O  7 

and  could  fay  but  very  little  in  them  from  full 
to  lad. 

V  t  .  /  .  .  t  j  .  ^  (  ; 

I  may  here  relate  a  remarkable  occurrence, 
viz.  when  I  was  in  Dublin,  foon  after  my  full 
landing,  I  was  livingly  opened  in  the  life  and 
power  of  the  gofpel,  at  a  meeting  at  Sycamore- 
Alley  ;  in  which,  among  other  things,  I  had 
a  good  deal  to  fay  about  the  fpiritual  fire  of 
the  Lord  which  is  in  Sion,  and  his  furnace 
which  is  in  Jerufalein,  for  the  refining  of  all 
fuch  as  ever  become  his  fons  and  daughters. 
A  man,  in  a  liable  near  by,  made  a  great 
noife  to  drown  my  voice,  which  he  continued 
for  feme  little  time,  and  as  my  voice  raffed  he 
mcreafed  his  noife  y-and  1  was  told  that  fome 
heard  him  faying  fomething  in  contempt  about 
the  fire  I  fpake  of,  or  however  he  was  heard 
fpeaking  about  the  burning  of  the  fire .  Another 
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perfon  difcharged  a  gun  juft  by  the  raeeting- 
houfe,  when  I  was  in  the  midft  of  my  mod 
fervent  engagement :  the  report  was  very  loud, 
and  dilturbed  many;  but  I  was  carried  through 
as  if  nothing  had  happened :  bleffed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord !  But  now,  on  my  return 
to  Dublin,  I  was  fully  informed  that  the  poor 
wretched  man,  who  fliouted  fo  loudly  in  the 
liable  to  drown  my  voice,  and  fpake  fo  ig¬ 
norantly  about  the  burning  of  the  fire,  was,  in 
lefs  than  two  weeks  after,  confumed  to  death 
by  fire,  in  the  fame  liable  where  he  had  thus 
impioufly  behaved :  for  the  liable  taking  fire 
by  fome  means  when  he  was  in  it,  he  was 
burnt  before  he  could  be  got  out.  This  I 
heard  of  feveral  weeks  before  my  return,  but 
I  chofe  not  to  infert  it  until  I  had  got  fuller 
information  and  confirmation  in  the  city ; 
but  finding  it  fa£f,  and  much  noticed  by  many 
people  of  different  religious  profeffions  in 
Dublin,  as  a  very  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
providence  or  judgment  of  God,  I  thought 
proper  to.  give  the  relation  of  it  a  place  here, 
and  I  do  it  without  prefuming  to -fay  how  far 
it  was  in  fpecial  judgment.  But  as  God’s 
dealings  are  all  in  wifdom,  perhaps  fuch  an 
inllance  of  his  all-wife  government  as  this,  may 
have  a  flriking  and  profitable  effeft  upon  fome 
of  the  hardened  and  daring  who  may  read  it ; 
or  at  leaf!  may  tend  to  guard  and  caution  fome 
of  the  lefs  abandoned,  again!!  giving  way  to 
the  fuggeflions  of  infidelity,  profanenefs,  or 
audacity.  For  moll  affuredly  there  is  a  God 
of  juffice  as  well  as  mercy,  who  fees  and 
knows  all  crar  thoughts,  words,  and  actions, 

Q_  and 
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and  for  every. evil  will  bring  us  into  judg¬ 
ment  ;  yea,  for  every  thing  contrary  to  his 
Lolv  will  and  wifdom. 

After  the  National  meeting,  which  ended 
on  the  laft  day  of  the  Tenth  month,  I  (laid  in 
Dublin  fonie  days,  not  feeing  my  way  open  to 
go  for  England  or  elfewhere. 

The  i  ft  of  the  Eleventh  month,  I  was  again 
Blent  at  the  meeting  at  Sycamore- Alley,  as  I 
alfo  was  at  the  meeting  in  the  forenoon  on  the 
Firft  day  following  ;  but  in  the  afternoon  at 
Sycamore -Alley,  I  was  fomewhat  enlarged, 
though  not  a  great  deal  relieved.  My  foul 
was  indeed,  for .  a  number  of  days,  in  deep 
affliction  in  that  great  city  ;  infomuch  that  I 
greatly  doubted  my  being  enabled  to  leave  it 
with  pleafantnefs.  3d,  I  attended  a  meeting  at 
Ballabrigan,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Dublin, 
appointed  for  my  dear  friend  Ann  Tuke, 
daughter  of  William  Tuke  of  York  in  Eng¬ 
land,  This  meeting  was  very  diffreffing. :  the 
people  feemed  to  know  but  very  little  of  the 
real  nature  of  Divine  worfhip.  I  returned 
in  hcavinefs  to  the  city,  and  next  day  got  a 
degree  of  refreflirnent  in  the  meeting  at  Meath- 
ftreet,  through  deep  dwelling,  and  keeping  low, 
in  and  with  a  little  low  ftream  of  life,  which 
at  length  enlarged  to  fomething  of  a  river  ; 
but  ftill  I  could  not  quite  eafe  off  my  burden, 
nor  rife  above  my  deep  depreffion  qf  fpirit, 
Another  meeting-tit  the  fame  place  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon, 


to 


a  degree 


appointed  by  A,  Tuke,  afforded  me 
of  additional  relief,  fo  that  I  began 
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to  feel  a  little  cheerful.  5th,  I  felt  reftrained, 
from  attending  a  meeting  appointed  for  the 
fame  friend  at  Dunlary )  I  knew  not  why,  but 
I  felt  eafieft  to  decline  going,  fo  I  relied  and 
wrote  at  the  boufe  of  my  dear  friend  Thomas 
Bewley,  bringing  np  this  account  to  the  time 
of  laid  day  of  reft  and  writing. 


After  writing  thus  far,  our  dear  friend  did 
not  feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to  leave  Dublin,  until 
the  9th  of  Eleventh  ,  month,  when  by  accounts 
received  he  attended  a  publick  meeting  at 
Joliilftowii ;  and  being  accompanied  by  S.  S. 
and  A.  S.  went  that  evening  to  Ballitore,  to 
the  houfe  of  our  friend  Elizabeth  Shackleton. 

f  <  ^  ,  *■  t  ■  » 

On  Fi-rft  day,  the  10th,  he  fpoke  largely  in  the 
morning  meeting,  and  very  powerfully  in  a 
p.ublick  meeting  which  was  held  in  the  even¬ 
ing  at  his  requeft  ;  after  which,  he  imparted 
weighty  and  inftruftive  counfel  in  a  Friend’s 
family,  concluding  in  awful  fupplication.  The 
following  nigfit  he  was  taken  unwell,  which 
continued  to  increafe  until  the  14th,  when  an 
eruption  appeared,  and  proved  to  be  the 
fmall-pox ;  during  which  time’Tis  mind  was 
preferved  in  caltiinefs  and  r  dignat  ion,  and  he 
mentioned  that,  fit  mattered  little  what  part 
‘  of  the  world  he  died  in  ;  that  he  fometimes 
4  hoped  to  fee  New-England  again  and  his 
6  dear  children,  but  that  he  had  no  will  in  it ; 
that  he  had  looked  clofely  towards  home  and 

qjz  6  his 
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his  connexions,  and  into  the  (fate  of  his  own 
mind,  though  he  did  not  know  how  the  difor* 
der  would  teimmate#  During  the  progrcfs 
of  the,  diforder  he  was  kindly  attended  by  feve- 
ral  friends,  and  among  them  was  our  friend 

Ann  I  uke,  who  preferved  the  following  daily 
account.  .  . 

V  *  "  *  f  it  1  *  fO  V  '  j*  V y  ~  _  7 

Fijth  day,  14th,  he  faid,  4  1  here  is  an  eternal 
‘  arm  underneath  each  of  us,  which  is  fufficfent 
‘  to  bear  up  and  fupport,  and  will  do  it,  as 
*  bar  as  is  needful  we  lliould  be  fupported.  I 
‘  have  long  been  confirmed  in  the  fentiment, 
‘  that  nothing  could  poillbly  happen  that  would 
4  harm  me  while  1  keep  under  the  divine 
‘  influence.’ 

A  phyfician  from  Dublin,  having  been  fent 
for,  came  this  evening,  with  which  he  ex- 
prefled  fatisfaction,  laying,  he  defired  that  he 
would  continue  near  him,  which  he  did  accord¬ 
ingly.  Some  time  after,  he  faid,  4  Though  l 
4  am  not  without  fonie  confiderable  bodily  pain, 

4  yet  I  feel  fuch  a  portion  of  that  good  which 
4  is  infinite,  that  it  does  not  feem  worth  men- 
4  tioning;  and  if  there  was  no  greater  enjoyment 
4  hereafter,  the  prefent  would  be  a  flute  truly 
‘  delirabie,  through  a  never-ending  eternity: 

4  and  yet  the  fulnefs  is  ftiil  more  defirable.’ 

•  ■  ■. 

*  *  k  i  * 

The  evening  of  the  14th  he  didfated  a  letter 
to  his  relations  and  friends  at  home,  from  which 
the  following  is  ejuradted. 

•  i  Ur  .  .  -  ,  %  t .  } 

■  11-  .  irt  ■  Cl  ,  *.  1  |  l  !  ,  J  j  \  I  I  i  fit  fl  ,  I  i.  )  -  *  . 
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and  !:.r.-;s,  re  anoas  and  i.  iUMs, 

'  ' v  »  v?  .  \'V~  ^  «  '  v  '  '  *  t  . 

4  I  am  now  at"  Rallitore,  twenty-eight  xfrm 
4  miles  from  Dublin,  and  I  fuppbfe  uridouht- 
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edly  entered  five  days  into  the  fmail-pox. 

4  The  eruption  began  yederday,  and  is  very 
6  greatly  increafed  to-day.  I  am  very  agreeably 
4  attended  by  phyficians,  and  the  kindeft  of 
4  friends.  My  diftrefs  of  body,  through  ex- 
6  treme  difficulty  of  breathing,  &c.  has,  fora 
4  fhort  fpace  of  time,  been  almod  equal  to  any 
4  thing  I  can  luppofe  human  nature  capable 
4  of;  but  (it  is  now  half  pad  nine  at  night) 
--this  has  been  a  very  comfortable  day ;  and 
4  juft  now,  and  for  fome  hours  pad,  I  have 
4  been  aimed  as  eafy  as  at  any  time  in  my  life, 
4  I  think  certainly  never  more  fo  in  mind.  I 
4  fed  no  kind  of  alarm,  but  the  iffue  is  ce'r- 
4  tainly  wery  doubtful.  I  feel  eafied  to  addrefs 
4  you  in  this  manner,  principally,  that  you  may 
4  know  that  my  mind  enjoys  a  fulnefs  of  that 
4  which  removes,  beyond  the  reach  of  all  -for- 
4  row.  My  dear  children  are  placed  fo  that  I 
4  have  been  pretty  eafy,  but  I  could  wilh  them 
4  to  get  a  little  more  learning  than  fome  of  them 
4  are  at  prefent  in  the  way  of;  and  although  I 
4  do  not  wifh  much  of  the  world’s  polifh,  yet 
4  it  is,  at  this  awful  moment,  iny  d dire  that 
4  they  may  not  be  brought  up  with  much  rudi- 
4  city,  for  this  I  believe  has  not  very  often  cen- 
4  tributed  either  to  civil  dr  religious  ulefulnefsid 

.  r  •  ° 
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4  My  defires  for  •  my  childrens  fubdamial 
f--  growth  m  the  truth,  and  drici  adherence  to 
’  *  1  <w3  all 
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c  all  its  difcdveries,  to  the  clofe  of  their  Says* 
‘  is  by  far  the  principal  wifti  I  have  for  thdn? 
Out  of  the  enjoyment  of  a  good  degree  of 

*  this  precious  inheritance,  I  know  of  nothing 
f  in  this  world  worth  living  for.  Ye  that  know 
c  it,  fuffer  nothing,  I  moft  cordially  befeech 

*  you,  ever  to  divert  your  minds  from  an  in 
4  creafing  and  fervent  purfuit  after  the  fulnefs 
c  of  it,  even  unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature 
6  and  fulnefs  of  Chrift, 


c  It  is  aim  oft  marvellous,  how  my  ftrength 
c  of  body  and  mind  holds  out,  to  addrefs  you 
4  in  this  manner.  I  may  now  juft  mention,  that 
4  nothing  will  be  knowingly  negle&ed  for  my 
4  comfort  of  body  or  mind,  that  my  phyfi- 
4  dans  or  friends  can  afford ;  and  greater 
4  cheerfulnefs,  and  even  pleafure,  in  doing  all 
4  they  can,  I  have  not  met  with  amongft  my 
4  neareft  relations.  I  pray  the  Lord,  in  the 
4  riches  of  his  grace,  to  reward  them  with 
4  flowings  of' his  love. 

4  At  the  prefent  day  things -are  confider- 
4  ably-  ripening ;  and  I  have  not  the  leaft 
4  doubt  that,  before  a  great  while,  a  high-way 
4  will  be  opened  through  kingdoms  and  na- 
4  tions,  where  darknefs  has  long  reigned,  for 
4  the  publication  of  the  everlafting  gofpdl  In 
4  its  time  life  and  authority ;  arid  as  what  is 
4  revealed  in  the  ear,  is  in  due  Hi  me  to  be 
4  declared  on  the  houfe-top,  \  have  little  or 
iL  no  doubt  that  the  true  do$Hne  tof*- Chrift 
4  will  be  much  better  uilderftdod,  than  has 
hitherto  been  generally  the  cafe* 
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A  lt  is  now  eleven^!  waW ireft  ;htvkgth£r  I 
c  ilia.ll  be  able  to  add  further  is  to  me  af  pfe* 
h  fmt  unknown;  and  however  it  ,m$y  toy  in 
4  the  fulnefs  and  alrnofl  unlimited  flowings  of 
4  true  gofpel  love,  I  am,  and  truft  lhalJ  ever 
4  remain,  in  bed  affection,  your -fiqcere  relation  4 


*.  and  friend, 


15th.  4  The  difordev  is  pretty  ftrongly 

4  making  its  progrefs.  I  can  fcarce  get  any; 

4  deep .;  my  drength  fails  a  little,  but  I  admire 
c  at  its  holding  out  fo  well  ;  the  pock  on  the 
4  face  is,  if  not  quite,  very  nearly  confluent  * 

4  the  face  conllderably  fwelled  ;  on  the  body 

*  it  is  pretty  diftinft.  The  phyficians  fpeak 
c  very  encouragingly,  I  believe  in  my  abfence 
4  as  well  as  prefence;  but  were  it  not  that 
4  little  or  no  fenfe  feems  given  me  as  to  the 
4  iffue  one  way  or  the  other,  I  believe  front 
4  the  fymptoms  as  they  are,  and  from  my 
4  knowledge  of  my  own  conditution,  and  the 
4  very  different  climate  from  America,  I  (houlet 
4  pretty  ftrongly  look  out  for  diffolution-, 
4  although  my  fpirits  are  under  little  or  no 
4  dejxreftjton  at  all.  Perhaps  I  never  faw  a 

*  time  before,  when  all  things  not  criminal 

*  were  fo  near  alike  to  me  in  point  of  any  difr 
i  4  turbance  to  the  mind.  I  do  not  know  hue 

4  jwfeen  awake  and  capable  of  contemplation,  I 
f  nearly  rejoice  and  give  thanks  in  all.  When 
4  I  verge  it  little  towards  fleep,  I  am  all  afloat 
•‘  from  the  date  of  my  nerves  ;  and,  from  the 
,u:fi  mrt^ne;  irritation,: forced  almoft  immediately. 


*  and 
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and  with  very  unpleafant  fenLatiohs'' front 
beginning  repofe :  but  through  all  the'  foul 

,  feWSW  i»  God.  Many  and 
<  rr Ve  ^een  ^le  proaationary  exercifes 

.  ?LthiS  t0  me-  Ah  !  were  there  proba- 
ity  of  llrength,  how  I  could  enlarge !  for 
my  heart  deems  melted  within  me  in  retro- 
ip  ective  view  ;  out  all  the  former  conili&s 
‘  however  grievous  in  their  time,  are  lighter 
‘  now  than  vanity,  except  as  they  are  clearly 
leen  to  have  contributed  largely  to  the  fanc- 
tmcation  of  the  foul;  as  they  are  remcm- 
‘  hered  with  awfuluefs  and  'gratitude  before 
Kim  who  has  not  been  tvanting  to  preferve 
taro  ugh  them  all ;  and  as  they  feetn  likely 
‘  to  introduce,  either  very  fiiorrty^br  before  a 
t  veiT  -°ng  time,  to  an  exceeding  and  eternal 
Flight  of  glory.  Some  have  anxiorifly  wifiied 
‘  to  have  their  time  to  live  over  again  ;  but 
4  though  fome  of  my  early  foibles  and  after 
ae\  iatipps,-  might  poinbly  on  a  fecotid  trial 
‘  he  efcruped,  yet  I  know  not  but  there  is  quite 
as  much  leafon  to  think  a  fecond  might  fall 
‘  very  fhort  of  the  find,  as  in  any  degree  to 
‘  exceed  it :  however,  I  have  no  kind  of  fed f- 
‘  complacency  on  account  of  any  good  works. 

‘  properly  mine.  My  own  Works  I  have  long 
leen  the  necefiity  to  eeafe  from ;  and  trull, 

‘  through  the  grace  of  God;  by  which  I  am 
‘  what  I  am,  I  have  been  enabled  in  fome 
‘  precious  degree  to  do  fo.  It  is  the  Lord 
‘  who  worketh  my  works  in  me,  and,  magnified 
‘  be  his  name  for  ever,  he  has  often  worked 
*  id' la<?.  m^huly;.  to  my-owa  humbling  admi- 
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*  ration,  and  I  truft,  at  times,  to  the  thankful 
‘  acknowledgment  of  many  others.  And  as 
6  certainly  as  he  liveth,  he  would  work  migh- 
6  tily  in  many  thoufands,  if  they  would  hut  let 
4  him  arife  over  all  in  them.  Indeed  he  work- 

*  eth  in  all  as  far  as  they  give  way  to  his 

*  arifing.  This  doftrine  is  to  me  as  clear  and 
c  certain  at  this  moment  as  ever  it  has  been, 

*  and  I  have  often  been  condrained  to  pro- 
4  claim  it  to  the  nations ;  fometimes  With  al- 
6  moft  invincible  authority,  and  fometimes  under 
c  a  great  deal  of  weaknefs  and  obftru&iori. 
4  The  lad  has  tended  much  to  keep  the  crei- 
6  ture  rightly  dependant  and  humble  ;  and 
4  through  every  difpenfation  the  Leader  of 
c  lirael  has  feen  bed  what  was  bed  for  me. 

,  t'N  -•  *  «■  ■  %  r  ■  f  ;  .  r  ..  s 

6  Let  my  children  be  engaged  in  fome  in- 
6  nocent  employments,  as  much  as  well  may 
4  be  out  of  the  way  of  a  great  deal  of  temp- 

*  tation,  and,  if  I  had  need  to  add  it,  out  of  the 
6  way  of  very  great  accumulation ;  and  yet, 
c  through  indudry  and  perfeverance,  mode- 

4  rately  produ&ive.  My  very  foul  abhors  the 

*  idea  that  a  Chriftian  can  ever  be  at  liberty, 
6  whilft  under  the  influence  of  heavenly  good, 

5  to  feek  or  even  defire  much ;  wealth,  though 
4  this  difpofition,  in  direct  oppofition  to  the 
4  life  and  doctrine  of  Chrift,  has  gone  far 
4  towards  the  dedruftion  of  true  fpiritual  reli- 
‘  gion,  I  believe  in  almod  every  religious  fo- 
4  ciety  in  the  world.* 

}6th*  The  fore-part  of  the  night  and  this 
’  morning 
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morning  he  flept ;  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  he  faid 
to  Ann  I'uke,  ‘  I  have  feen  the  rnagnaniirtity 
oj  a  tiue  believer,  and  how  one  that  is  reaily 
io  would  bear  all  the  trials  permitted  to  at- 
4  tend  him  p  and  by  way  of  illuhration,  added 
very  forcibly,  6  Doh  thou  believe  in  God? 
1 11011^  muff  alio  believe  in  the  juftnefs  of  all 
his  difpen  fat  tons.  It  is  a  comfort  to  me  thy 
lot  is  calf  among  us.  This  is  a  fervice,  if  I 
4  had  not  any  other  in  Ireland.  Death  is  a 
fervice  we  all  owe  to  our  great  Creator,  and 

*  fickiiefs  is  a  fervice  required  of  many.  Oh  ! 
Ireland,  Ireland  !  u  The  Lord  thy  God  hath 

iervice  for  thee  in  Ireland,”  was  often 
c  founded  through  the  ear  of  ray  foul,  before  I 
left  home,  as  d  ill  in  ft  ly  as  voir  Hear  me  now 
fpeak  it.’  In  the  morning,  when  fpeaking 
to  the  doclors  who  attended  him;  he  faid  to 
tins  purpofe,  c  I  believe  my  having  the  difor- 
oer,  and  being  here,  is  in  the  ordering  of 
4  Providence.  It  is  not  given  rrie  ;‘to kndw 
4  the  event ;  but  if  there  be  a  field  of  future 
c  labour  for  me  to  enter  into,  it  is  as  poffible 

*  for  die  Mailer  to  raife  me  up  now  as  it  was 
4  at' the  firh  ;  but  I  have  no  will  in  it,  I  think.* 
I  he  fore  part  of  this  day  he  fecmed  cafy,  and 
walked  down  hairs,  exprdlmg  that  he  could  do 
it  nearly  as  well  as  ever.  The  fever  came  on 
towards,  evening,  and  he  became  very  rehlefs  ; 
his  fwa flowing  was  alfo  difficult,  but  he  had  no 
other  unfavourable  fymptom,  and  this  was 
not  deemed  more  than  nfual  in  this  affiafting 
diforder.  In  the  night  he  got  Tome  uneafy  fleep ; 
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and  (wallowing  and  expe£loration  were  very 
difficult  and  painful. 

Fir  ft  day  morning,  the  17th,  on  beingalked 
how  he  refted,  he  replied,  c  I  have  got  through 
<  with  what  we  call  much  difficulty,  to  obtain  a 
i  little  relief."  He  defired  his  affeftionate  love 
to  M,  B.  the  family  and  friends  in  Dublin,  in¬ 
timating  the  weight  of  the  diiorder ;  and  his 
efcape  from  many  trials,  if  he  fhauld  be  re¬ 
moved  ;  yet  faid,  c  The  Lord  is  able  to  raife 
6  me  up,  his  Arm  is  underneath  ;  but  from  my 
c  prefent.feeblenefs  it  is  very  uncertain  and  he 
feemed  not  to  have  any  conclufion  how7  it  would 
.terminate.  He  defired  to  be  remembered  to  dear 
Mary  Ridgevray  and  Jane  Watfon,  in  the  love  of 
the  everlalting  gofpel.  At  another  time  he  faid, 
6  I  am  in  a  very  low  wrav,  cannot  fee  about 
f  the  event,  but  muft  leave  all  to  the  Lord  ; 
c  the  ftrength  of  nature  feems  very  doubtful/ 
He  continued  all  this  day  under  much  oppref- 
fion  from  the  load  of  matter,  took  wine  and 
bark  every  hour,  and  no  alarming  fymptoms 
appeared.— He  requefted  that  if  he  was  re¬ 
moved,  feme  further^  particulars  might  be 
tranfinitted  to  his  friends  at  home,  adding  in 
fubftance,  c  The  Lord’s  wall  is  bleffed,  and  I 
‘  feel  no  controverfv  with  it.  It  is  the  Lord 
‘  that  enables  us  to  coincide  with  his  will,  and 
4  jay  Amen  to  all.  the  trials  and  conflicts  ha  per- 
‘  inks  to  attend  us.  My  mind  is  centred  in 
4  that  which  brings  into  perfect  acqniefcence 
‘  there  js  nothing  in.,  this  world,  worth  being 
*  enjoyed  out  of  the  Divine  will.  '  It  is  his  will 
A'  ‘  that 
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that  brings  us  into  a  flate  of  exigence,  and 
‘  11  }s  for  a  purpofe  of  his  glory.  When  my 
‘  mind  abftraCted  and  capable  of  deriving 
*  fatisfa&ion  from  any  thing  outward,  it  is  an 
‘  inexpreflible  fatisfaCtion  that  my  lot  is  caff 

heie  ;  and  that  I  am  furrounded  by  fuch  near 
‘  and  dear  friends,  both  from  within  this  fa- 

mi!y,  and  thefe  without  who  have  accompa* 
c  nied.’  The  fore  part  of  this  night  he  flept  more 
than  ufual,  and  remained  through  the  whole 
ef  it  tolerably  eafy. 

1 8th,  Second  day.  He  frequently  expreffed 
that  nature  had'  a  hard  ftruggle,  and  his 
getting  through  was  very  doubtful.  The 
fymptoms,  confidering  the  load  of  matter, 
continued  favourable.  He  gave  directions, 
that  if  he  fhould  go  hence,  every  thing  about 
his  interment  fhould  be  plain  and  Ample ;  and 
faid  that  he  who  railed  up  Lazarus,  could, 
if  he  had  further  labour  for  him  to  do,  break 
his  bands  afunder ;  but  that,  when  he  rea- 
foned  upon  the  nature  of  the  dilorder  and 
his  own  conftitution,  and  felt  the  conflicts  of 
nature,  it  feemed  as  if  he  was  gradually 
advancing  towards  his  everlafting  home.  rJ  a 
two  friends  from  Mountmeliick  he  expreffed 
his  entire  refignation  to  Divine  difpofal,  and 
that  he  found  nothing  to  hand  between  him 
and  the  fountain  of  everlafting  love:  faid 
‘  he  knew  many  friends  in  Ireland  loved  him, 

4  and  he  loved  them  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 

*  de tired  to  be  affectionately  remembered  to 

*  fuch  as  might  enquire  after  him/  This 

night, 


r 
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night,  and  until  three  in  the  morning,  (Third 
day,  1 9th )  he  patiently  and  quietly  fufFered 
much  ;  yet  got  feveral  naps.  About  feven  in 
the  evening  his  ftomach,  too  weak  to  bear  the 
bark  and  wine,  difcharged  the  laft  potion  ;  he 
remarked  thefe  efforts  to  fupport  nature  failing, 
and  added,  4  There  are  many  refources  in  na- 
c  ture,  but  if  the  great  Author  of  nature  does 
c'  not  think  fit  that  any  of  them  flioutd  be  for 
4  me,  all  is  well:  I  could  not  defire  to  have 
4  fuch  another  ftruggle  to  go  through,  and  I 
4  think,  if  you  can  part  with  me,  I  can  with 
4  you,  with  a  degree  of  cheerfulnefs/  The 
fore  part  of  the  night  he  was  quiet  and  patient 
a*s  ufual,  though  much  oppreffed  and  worn 
down  with  this  grievous  malady :  he/  laid, 
4  I  have  no  fear,  for  perfeft  love  cafteth  out 
all  fear,  and  he  that  feareth  is  not  perfefted 
4'  in  love/ 

20th,  about  five  o’clock  on  Fourth  day 
.  morning,  he  fupplicated  thus :  4  O  Lord  my 
God,  thou  that  haft  been  with  me  from  my 
4  youth  to  this  day,  if  a  man  who  hath  endured 
with  a  degree  of  patience  the  various  turn- 
4  ings  of  thy  holy  hand,  may  be  permitted  to 
4  fupplicate  thy  name;  cut  fhort  the  Gork  in 
4  righteoufnds,  if  confiftent  with’  thy  will. 
4  Thou,  who  haft  wrought  delfverance  for 
4  Jacob,'  evince  that*fhou  art  able1  to  break  iny, 
4  bonds  afunder,  and  fhew  forth  thy  falvatmn,! 
4  that  fo  my  foul  may  magnify  thy  hmne  for 
4  ever  and  ever/  And  after  a  4 lift  whemn 
he  feemed  to  feel  the  earndVof  his  petition, 
added,  4  So  be  it,  faith  my  loul.’  After  two 

*  R  9  o’clock 
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o  clock  his  ftomach  refufed  all  nourilhmeiit, 
and  a  hiccough  came  on  ;  he  faid,  6  Do  not 
c  force  nature;  let  me  pafs  quietly  away  to  the 
c  eternal  inheritance,  to  which  I  have  no  ob- 
c  j  eft  ion  to  go,  and  the  fooner  the  better,  if  the 
(  work  be  done.  I  have  no  wifti  to  flay  here/ 
His  oppreffion  feemed  to  increafe,  and  in  a  little 
while  he  faid,  4  I  am  waiting  patiently  to  fee 
c  the  falvation  of  God  :  do  you  wait  patiently 
c  with  me.  I  have  no  defire,  nor  the  ftiadow 
c  of  defire,  to  be  reftored.  I  hope  the  doftors 
4  will  foon  find  that  they  have  done  their  part/ 
The  fore  part  of  this  night  he  could  take  little, 
except  water,  flept  at  times  pretty  eafy,  to  ap¬ 
pearance,  at  others  his  breathing  very  difficult. 
On  P.  J.  afiifting  him,  he  faid,  4  I  am  no 
6  flatterer,  but  thou  art  one  I  depended  on  for 
6  outward  afiiftance.  Thou  haft  contributed 
4  much  to  the  relief  of  this  body,  and  thy  being 
4  here  has  been  an  inexpreflible  fatisfaftion  to 
4  me/ 

■  2i  ft,  at  three  o’clock  on  Fifth  day  morning, 
faid,  4  You  have  feen  the  awful  progrefs  of 
4  this  diforder ;  as  to  me,  it  matters  little,  only 
4  prefent  pain  ;  may  the  Lord  releafe  me  fliort- 
4  ly/  He  complained  of  the  want  of  more  air, 
and  feemed  declining  faft.  Towards  evening  he 
faid,  4  You  may  tell  my  friends  in  New-England, 

4  and  every  part  of  the  world,  that  never  did  my 
4  foul  blefs  the  Lord  on  account  of  any  worldly 
6  enjoyment,  as  I  do  now,  in  the  blefling  felt 
4  by  me  to  be  contained  in  the  profpeft  of  a 
6  very  fpeedy  releafe/  To  a  perfon  who  came 

to 
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to  fee  him,  he  faid,  4  O,  Charles,  Charles,  an 
4  inheritance  in  the  eternal  truth  is  infinitely, 
4  infinitely  fuperior,  to  all  the  enjoyments  this 
4  world  can  afford  ;  remember  it  is  as  long  as 
4  thou  lived.’  Some  time  after,  4  I  do  not  wifli 
4  hadily  to  make  my  efcape ;  but  if  the  Lord 
4  will  be  pleafed  to  releafe  me  from  the  bonds 
4  of  mortality,  and  the  ffruggles  of  life,  and  to 
4  cut  the  work  fhort,  considerably  fliort,  in 
4  righteoufnefs,  I  think  I  fiiall  be  willing  to 
4  enrol  it  in  the  lid  of  his  unfpeakable  favours.’ 
To  the  aforefaid,  4  Farewel  Charles,  let  no 
4  poffible  confideration  divert  thee  from  a  clofe 
4  attention  to  that ,  without  which  life  mud 
4  be  lived  in  vain.’  At  another  time  faid, 
4  Some  of  my  wifhes  for  myfelf  are  centered 
4  in  as  fpeedy  a  releafe  as  may  be,  confident 
4  with  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  and  an 
4  admiffion,  which  I  have  no  doubt  at  all,  not 
4  in  the  lead  degree,  of  obtaining,  into  that 
4  glorious  kingdom,  where  the  wicked  ceafe 
4  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  foul  is  eter- 
4  nally  at  red.’  In  a  while  after,  4  I  think  I 
4  have  not,  for  feveral  years  pad,  known  much 
4  of  any  thing  of  boading  ;  I  have  known 
4  fomething  of  that  law  of  grace  whereby  all 
4  boading  is  entirely  excluded  ;  but  I  may  fay, 
4  through  that  which  has  fupported  me  under 
4  all  the  trials  and  conflifts  which  have  attended 
4  my  paffage  through  life,  to  you  my  beloved 
4  friends,  as  to  dear  children,  Follow  me  as  I 
4  have  endeavoured  to  follow  Chrid  Jefus, 
4  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  and  the  Rock  of 
4  my  eternal  falvation.’ 
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.  At  another  time  he  faid,  f  It  would  have  been 
c  em able  to  me  to  have  been  favoured  with 
a  clearer  and  more  certain  profpeft,  refpe&in? 
the  termination  of  this  event;  yet  if  I  Ihould 
‘  be  C01«inued  a  while  longer,  I  do  not  difpute 
‘  .but  my  end  would  be  unfpeakably  glorious. 
It  would  be  painful  to  me  to  have  to  return 
again  to  combat  the  trials  and  confli&s  of 
moitaiity  ;  but,  if  the  Lord  fliould  fee  meet 
to  continue  me  a  while  longer,  I  mult  fubmit, 
abu  having  in  humility  and  refiguation  put 
up  my  iinerceffions  to  be  releafed  from  the 
of  nature.  Io  have  had  profpefts  of 
further  labour  is  not  uncommon,  it  has  hap- 
‘  pened  to  many ;  and  the  Lord  can  raife  up 
and  qualify  others  for  his  own  work  and  fer- 

*  vice,  and  he  will  fend  by  whom  he  will  fend, 

‘  and  is  able  to  fave  by  many  or  by  few.  I 
(  feel,  and  I  wifh  you  to  feel  for  and  with  me, 

‘  after  the  eternal  Rock  of  life  and  falvation  ; 

‘  for,  as  we  are  eftablifhed  thereon,  we  fhall 
‘  be  in  the  everlafting  unity,  which  cannot  be 
c  ilia  ken  by  all  the  changes  of  time,  nor  inter- 
‘  rupted  in  a  never-ending  eternity.  I  do  ex- 
‘  peft  confiderable  derangement  will  now  take 
‘  place ;  it  is  no  difeouragement  to  me,  and 
‘  ought  to  be  none  to  thole  who  truft  in  the 

*  Lord,  and  put  no  confidence  in  the  flelh.’ 
In  a  while  faid,  ‘  I  mull  not  expett  a  releafe 

*  but  by  fullering  a  due  proportion  of  pain  and 

*  diftrefs.  You  may  feel  fympathy  with  me, 

*  but  you  cannot  feel  the  reduction  which  muft 

*  precede  a  releafe.’ 
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In  the  courfe  of  Fifth  day  he  was  rather 
more  Jightfome,  and  tried  feveral  things  to  find 
what  would  beft  fuit  his  ftomach ;  feemed  con- 
liderably  relieved  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
breathing,  but  altered  much  towards  evening, 
and  increafed  in  weaknefs.  About  one  o’clock, 
on  Sixth  day  morning,  after  fu fieri ng  great  un- 
eafinefs,  and  getting  little  or  no  reft,  he  faid, 

6  OI  vord  ; '  if  it  be  confident  with  thy  holy  will, 

*  4  let  loofe  my  bands,  and  fend  the  moment  of 
4  relief  to  my  poor  body  and  fouk’  After¬ 
wards  faid,  4  We  cannot  approve  or  difiipprove 
4  by  parts  the  works  of  Omnipotence  rightly. 

4  We  muft  approve  the  whole  and  fay,  Thy 
4  will  be  done  in  all  things.’  From  one  to 
three  he  was  extremely  reftlefs  and  uneafy, 
from  (as  he  exprefied  it)  the  extreme  irrita¬ 
bility  of  the  whole  nervous  fyftem,  which  he 
faid  was  as  great  as  could  be  imagined.  At 
times  he  rambled  a  little,  but  faid,  4  I  find  all 
4  things  muft  be  endured.  Do  you,  who  judge 
4  in  the  light,  judge  me  for  impatience?’  I 
anfwered,  Quite  the  reverfe,  and  that  we  were 
fenfible  his  bodily  diftrefs  was  great,  and  wifhed 
to  alleviate  it.  He  added,  4  I  cannot  charge 
4  myfelf  on  that  account,’  meaning  impatience. 
About  four  he  feemed  in  great  agony  and  con¬ 
fix,  turning  his  head  frequently  on  the  pillow  ; 
and  faid,  4  Can  it  be  upon  any  other  ground 
4  but  that  the  time  is  come  that  the  purpofe 
4  muft  be  efle&ed  ?  ’  Quarter  part  four,  he 
defired  to  be  turned  on  his  right  fide,  which 
feemed  a  momentary  relief.  Calling  to  P.  J. 
he  faid,  4  Make  great  allowance  for  me,  my 

«•  4  diftrefs 
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4  diftrefs  is  nearly  as  much  as  is  fupportable 
6  by  human  nature.  Is  there  no  poffibility  of 
c  my  getting  any  fleep  ?  Oh.^the  pain,  the  in- 
4  expreflible  pain,  of  my  lungs  ! ’  P.  J.  telling 
him  that,  from  appearances,  there  was  a  likeli¬ 
hood  of  his  being  very  foon  releafed,  perhaps 
within  an  hour  or  two,  he  replied,  6  If  fo,  the 
4  Lord’s  name  be  bleffed  and  praifed  for  ever  ! 
4  I  had  much  rather  it  were  fo  than  otherwife  ; 
4  for  fome  time  I  perceived  it  haftening  faff.’ 
Afterwards  he  added,  ‘  The  defire  of  my  heart 
4  is  the  confolation  of  eternity/  In  a  while 
faid  to  a  friend,  6  Guard  againft  right  hand 
4  errors,  and  left  hand  errors ;  let  felf  be  of  no 
4  reputation;  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
4  carry  thee  through  all.’ 

About  five  he  appeared  to  be  wreftling  with 
death  ;  but  ftruggled  little  confidering  his  re¬ 
maining  bodily  ftrength.  Being  alked  to  take 
a  little  drink,  he  appeared  quite  fenfible,  and 
faid,  4  Yes,  yes,’  took  it,  and  continued  with¬ 
out  much  ftruggling  until  about  a  quarter  before 
feven,  when  he  moved  to  the  fide  of  the  bed, 
but  foon  returned  to  his  former  pofition,  and 
drew  his  breath  gently  fhorter  and  fhorter, 
until  feven  o’clock  ;  after  which  he  breathed 
no  more,  but  afcended  with  joy  to  his  heavenly 
manfion,  and  the  glory  of  an  incorruptible  crown 
and  inheritance  with  the  faints  in  light.  His 
remains  were  interred  on  Firfl  day,  24th  of  the 
Eleventh  month*  1793*  inFriends  burial-ground 
at  Ballitore. 
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